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^ LETTER XVII. 

Befcription of Lake Erie. Voyage as far as De- 
troit or the Narrows. ProjeSl for a Settlement 
in this Place. Caufe of its Failure. Council called 
® by the Commandant of Fort Pontchartrain, and 

the Suhjebl of it. Of the Games of the \nd\a.ns. 

V 

Fort Pontchartrain in the Narrows , June 8, 1721. 
Madam, 

rv ^ 

T Set out on the 27th of laft month from the 
" fl entrance of lake Erie after fealing my laft let- 
JL ter, and though it was then late I made three 
leagues farther that day with the advantage of a 
liiji favourable wind and the fineft weather in the 

iiif world. The courfe is by coafting along the north 

jji fhore amounting to a hundred leagues. The way 
turning off towards the fouth from Niagara is 
VoL. II. B much 
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much more agreeable but longer by one half. 

Erie is a hundred leagues in length from eaft to 
weft. Its breadth from north to fouth is thirty 
leagues, or thereabouts. The name it bears is 
that of an Indian nation of the Huron language, 
which was formerly feated on its banks, and who 
have been entirely deftroyed by the Iroquoife. 
Erie in that language fignifies Cat, and in fome 
accounts this nation is called the Cat nation. This 
name comes probably, from the large quanrity of 
thefe animals formerly found in this country. They 
are no larger than ours and their fkins are reckoned 
^ very valuable. Some modern maps have given 

lake Erie the name of Conti, but with no better 
fuccefs than the names of Conde, Tracy, and 
Orleans which have been given to the lakes Hu- 
ron, Superior and Michigan. 

On the 2 8ih I advanced nineteen leagues, and 
found myfelf pppofite to, a river called. La grande 
Riviere, or the Great River, which runs from the 
caftward in 42 deg. 15 min. The iargeft trees 
, however were not as yet covered with leaves. Ex- 
cepting this circumftance, the country appeared 
to me extremely beautiful. We made little way 
the 29th, and none at all the 30th. We embark- 
ed again on the morrow before funrife, and ad- 
vanced a good way. The ift. of June being the 
day of Pentecoft, after having failed up a beauti- 
ful river for the fpace of an hour, which has its 
rife as they fay at a great diftance, and runs be- 
twixt two fine meadows ; we palled over a carry- 
ing place of about fixty paces in breadth, in or- 
der to a^id turning round a point which is called 
the long Point ; it is a very fandy fpot of ground, 
and naturally bears a great quantity of vines. The 

follow- 
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following days I faw nothing remarkable, but 
coafted along a charming country, hid at times by 
very dilagreeable profpe£ts, which however are 
of no great extent. Wherever I went afliore I 
was quite enchanted by the beauty and variety of 
a landfcape, which was terminated by the nobicft 
forefts in the whole world. Add to this, that 
every part of it fwarms with water fpv/1 ; I cannot 
fay whether the woods afford game, in equal pro- 
fufion i but 1 well know that on the fouth fide 
there is a prodigious quantity of Buffatoes* 

.1 

Were we always to fail as I then did, with a 
ferene fky in a moft charming climate, and on 
water as clear as that of the pureft fountain ; were 
we fure of finding every where fecure and agree- 
able places to pals the night in, where we might 
enjoy the pleafure of hunting at a fmall expence, 
breathe at our eafe the pureft air, and enjoy the 
profpeft of the fineft countries in the univerfe, 
we might poffibly be tempted to travel to the end 
of our days. I recalled to memory thofe ancient 
Patriarchs who had no fixed place of abode, 
who lived in tents, who were in a manner the 
mafters of all the countries they paffed through, and 
who enjoyed in peace and tranquillity all their 
produiftions, without the plague inevitable in the 
pofTeflion of a real and fixed eftate. How many 
oaks reprefented to me that of Mam re ? how 
many fountains put me in mind of that of Jacob ? 
each day a new ficuation chofen at pleafure ; a 
neat and commodious houfe built and furnifhed 
with all neceflaries in Id's than a quarter of an 
hour, and floored with a pavement of flowers, 
continually fpringing up on a carpet of the moft 
beautiful green ; on all fides fimple and natural 
beauties unadulterated and inimitable by any art. 

B * U 



If thefe pleafures fometimes fuffer a little inter- 
ruption, whether by hard weather or ome ot er 
unforefeen accident, it is only to render them more 
fenfibly felt at a fecond enjoyment. 



Were I inclined to moralize I might add, that 
thefe alternatives of pleafure and difappointment, 
which I have already undergone fince my fetting 
out, are very proper to make us lenflble that there 
is no kind of life more capable of placing this 
maxim conftantly before our eyes, that we are no 
more than pilgrims on the earth, and that we 
have no right to ufe but as paflengers, the good 
things of this world ; that the real wants of man 
are very few in number, that little is fufficient to 
purchafe contentment, and that we ought to take 
in good part thofe evils and crofles which furprize 
ns, fince with the fame rapidity they make way 
for a mixture of better fortune, Laftly, how 
many things contribute in this way of life to make 
us fenfiblc of our dependance on the divine pro- 
vidence, which in order to produce this mixture 
of good and evil, makes not ufe of the paflions 
of men but of the viciflitudes of feafons, which 
may entirely be forefeen, and the caprice of the ele- 
ments which we ought to look for : and confe- 
quently what a multitude of opportunities of me- 
riting by our confidence in, and refignation to the 
divine will ? It is generally faid that long voyages 
are feldom attended with a large crop of divine 
^ grace ; nothing however is more proper to produce 
it than this fort of life. 



On the fourth we flopt a good part of the day 
on a point which runs north and fouth three leagues, 
and which is called Pointe PeUe^ or Bald Point. 
It is however well enough wooded on the weft 

fide, 
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fide, but that of the eaft is a fandy track pro- 
ducing nothing but red cedars, of an indifferent 
growth and in fmall quantities. The white cedar 
is of more general ufe than the red, the wood of 
which is eafily broken, and is only fit for making 
fmall pieces of furniture. It is a notion in this 
country that women with child fhould not ufe it in 
bufks. The leaves of this tree yield no odour but 
the wood does. Quite the reverfe happens in the 
white cedar. There are a great number of bears 
in this country, and more than four hundred of 
thefe animals were killed laft winter on Pointe 
Pelee alone. 

On the fifth towards four o’clock in the after- 
noon we perceived the land on the fouth fliore, 
and two little iflands which lie very near it. Thefe 
are called Rattlefnake iflands, and we are told 
they are fo infefted with thefe reptiles that the air 
is infefted with them. We entered the Narrows 
an hour before funfet, and pafled the night above 
a very beautiful ifland, called L’ifle de Bois Blanc, 
or White-wood ifland. From Long-point to the 
Narrows the tourfe is always weft *, from the entry 
of the Narrows to the ifland of St. Clair, which 
is five or fix leagues, and thence to Lake Huron 
it bends fowewhat towards the eaft, inclining to 
the fouth ; thus the whole of the Narrows, which 
are thirty-two leagues long, lies between 42 degrees 
12 or 15 minutes, and 43 degrees and a half north 
latitude. Above the ifland of St. Clair, the Nar- 
rows widen and form a lake, which has either re- 
ceived its name from the ifland, or given it its 
own. It is about fix leagues long and as many 
broad in fome places. 
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It is pretended that this is the fined part of all 
Canada, and really if we may judge by appear- 
ances, nature fcems to have retufed it nothing that 
can contribute to make a country delightful ; hills, 
meadows, fields, lofty foreds, rivulets, lountains, 
rivers, and all of them fo excellent in their kind, 
and fo happily blended, as to equal the mod ro- 
mantic wilhes ; the lands however are not all e- 
qually proper for every fort of grain, but mod 
are of a wonderful fertility, and I have known 
fome produce good wheat for eighteen years run- 
ning without any manure, and befides all of them 
are proper for ibme particular ufe. The ifiands 
feem placed on purpofe for the pleafure of the 
profped: ; the livcr and lake abound in fifh, the 
air is pure, and the climate temperate and ex- 
tremely wholfome. 

Before you arrive at the fort, which dands on 
the left, a league below the ifland of St. Claire, 
you find on the fame fide two pretty populous vil- 
lages very near each other •, the fird is inhabited 
by the Tionnontatez a tribe of the Hurons, and 
the fame who after having wandered to and fro for 
a long time, fird fettled at the balls of St. Mary, 
and at Michiliimakinac -, the fecond is inhabited 
by the Poutewatamie Indians- On the right, 
fomewhat higher is a third village of the Ou- 
tawais, inleparable companions of the Hurons 
from the time that both of them were driven from 
their country by the Ircxjuois ; there are no chridi- 
ans at all among thefe lad, and few if any amongd 
the Poutewatemies •, the Hurons are all chridians, 
put have no miflionaries ; it is faid they will admit 
o none, but this is only true of a few of their 
principal men who have not much religion, and 

who 
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who do not fufier the others to be heard, who 
have been a long time defirous of having miffi- 
onaries fent them. 

It is a long time fince the importance of the 
place, ftill more than the beauty of the country 
about the Narrows has given ground to wilh, 
that fome confiderable fettlement were made m 
this place •, this has been tolerably well begun fome 
fifteen years fince, but certain caufes ot which I 
am not informed, have reduced it almoft to no- 
thino- i thofe who are againft it alleclge firft, that 
it would bring the trade for the northern furs too 
near the Englifli, who as they are able to afford 
their commodities to the Indfans cheaper than we, 
would draw all that trade into the province of 
New York. Secondly, that the lands near the 
Narrows are not fertile, and that the whole lurface 
to the depth of nine or ten inches confifts of fand, 
below which is hard clay impenetrable to the wa- 
ter; from whence it happens that the plains and 
interior parts of the wood* are always drowned ; 
that every where you lee nothing but diminutive 
ill-grown oaks, and hard walnut-trees, and that 
the trees having their roots always under water 
their fruits ripen very late. Thefe reafons have 
not been unanfwered •, it is true that in the neigh- 
bourhood of fort Fontcharirain the lands have a 
mixture of fand, and that in the neighbouring 
forefts there are bottoms almoft conftantly under 
water •, however thefe very lands have produced 
wheat eighteen years fucceftively without the leaft 
manure, and you have no great way to go to find 
the, fineft foil in the world. With refpect to 
woods, without going a great way from the fort, 
I have fecn as I have been walking fuch as may 
vie with our nobleft forefts. 
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As for what has been 6«d that by making a fet- 
tlement at the Narrows, we fhould bring the fur- 
trade too much within reach of the Englilh ; 
there is not a man in Canada who does not agree, 
that we can never fucceed in hindering the Indians 
from carrying them their commodities, let them 
be fettled where they will, and with ail the pre- 
cautions we can poflibly take ; except by caufing 
, them to find the fame advantage in trading with 
us, as in the province of New York. 1 have 
many more things to acquaint your grace of, but 
thefe difcuflions would carry me too far ; we fhall 
talk over the matter fome day at our leifure. 



On the yth of /une, which was the day after 
my arrival at the fort, Mons. de Tonti who com- 
mands here, aflembled the chiefs of the three vil- 
lages I have juft mentioned, in order to com- 
municate to them the orders he had received from 
the Marquis de Vaudreuil ; they heard him calmly 
and without interruption ; when he had done 
fpeaking the orator of the Hurons told him in 
few words, that they were going to confult about 
what he^ had propofed to them, and would give 
him their anfwer in a ftiort time ; it is the cuftom 
of the I^ndians never to give an immediate anfwer 
on an affair of any confequence. Two days after 
they aflembled in great numbers at the com- 
mandant s, who was defirous that I fhould be pre- 
fent at this council, together with the officers of 
the garnffin. Safteratfi, whom we French call 
king of the Hurons, and who is in fa<5b hereditary 
chief of the Tionnontatez, who are the true Hu- 
rons was alfo prefent on this occafion ; but as he 

unrt I'^ke ; his 

called ref^enf^r^'^'l^ name, and who is 

called recent, fpoke m quality of orator of the 

nation *, 
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nation *, now the honour of fpeaking in the name 
of the whole is generally given to fome Huron 
when any of them happens to be of the council. 
The firft view of thefe aflemblies gives you no 
great idea of the body ; imagine to yourfelf ma- 
dam, half a fcore favages almoft ftark naked with 
their hair difpofed in as many different manners 
as their are different perfons in the aflembly, and 
all of them equally ridiculous ; fome with laced 
hats, all with pipes in their mouths and with the 
moft unthinking faces. It is befides a rare thing to 
hear any one utter fo much as a fingle word in a 
quarter of an hour, or to hear any anfwer made 
even in a monofyllable ; not the leaft mark of di- 
ftindtion, nor any refpedt paid to any perfon what- 
foever. We Ihouid however be apt to change our 
opinion of them upon hearing the refult of their 
deliberations. 

The bufinefs in debate on this occafion, related 
to two points which the governor general had 
very much at heart ; the firft was to perfuade the 
three villages fettled at the Narrows, to agree that 
no more brandy fiiould be fold them, which 
had been exprefiy prohibited by the council of 
the marine. The fecond was to engage all the 
nations to unite with the French, to deftroy the 
Outagamies, commonly called Foxes, who had 
been favoured with an indemnity fome years before, 
and who had begun their robberies anew. Monfieur 
de Tonti firft caufed to be repeated to them by 
his interpreters in a few words, what he explained 
more at large in the firft aflembly, when the Hu- 
ron orator made anfwer in the name of the three 
villages ; he made no exordium but came at once 
to the point, he fpokc a great while and with 
much gravity, paufing at each article to give time 

to 
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to the interpreters to explain in French what he 
had been faying in his own language. 

His mien, the tone of his voice, and the man- 
ner of his delivery, though without any geltures 
or inflexions of the body, appeared to me ex- 
tremely noble and calculated to perfuade, and 
what he faid muft have been very eloquent, fince 
after being ftript of all its ornaments in the 
mouth of ihe interpreter, who was only a man 
of common parts, we were all perfeXly charmed 
with it •, and I do aflTure you, madam, that had 
he continued to fpeak for two whole hours I could 
have heard him with the greateil pleafure. Ano- 
ther proof that the beauty of his dilcourfe came 
not from the interpreter is, that this man never 
could have dared to take upo» him to tell us from 
himfelf all he faid to us ; I was even fomewhat 
furprized at his boldnefs in repeating fo faithfully 
as he did certain points which could not fail to be 
difagreeable to the commandant. When the Hu- 
ron orator had ended, Onanguice chief and orator 
of the Poutewatemies fpoke in a few words, and 
after a very ingenious manner, to all that the 
other had more largely expatiated upon, concluding 
to the fame purpofe, as he had done ; the Outawais 
fpoke not at all, but feemed to approve of what 
had been faid by the others. 

The refult was that the French might ufe their 
pleafure with refpeX to the felling of brandy to 
the Indians ; but they had done well had they 
never fupplied them with any ; and it is impoflible 
to imagine any thing ftronger than what the Hu- 
rt n orator faid whillf he was laying open the dif* 
^bis beverage, and the mif- 
cmeis It had done to all the Indian nations in ge- 






^ neral. The mofl; zealous miffionary could not 
have faid more •, he added however that they were 
now fo much accuttomed to it that they could no 
longer be without it; by which it was eafy to 
guels that ffiould the French refu.e them, they 
would certainly have recourfe to the Engliffi: 
that with refped to the war with the Outegamies 
. nothing could be determined, except in a general 
council of all the nations who acknowledge Onon- 
thio, (fo the Indians call the French king) for 
their father ; that no doubt they w’ould all agree 
, in thinking the war neceffiary, but that they would 
with great difficulty be brought to place any con- 
^ fidence in the French, who after having once be- 
““ fore united them to affift in exterminating^ the 
common enemy, had granted them peace without 
IE ever confulting with their allies, and without its 
being poffible to find out any reafon for luch a 
^ proceeding. 

^ The day after I vifited the two Indian towns 
near the fort ; I began with that of the Hurons 
^ where I found all the matrons, and amongft them 
the grand- mother of Safteratfi in much afflidtion 
Ki for being fo long deprived of every fpiritual fuc- 

t cour ; many circumftances which I learned at the 

f fame, time confirmed me in the opinion I had be- 
fore fometime adopted, that certain private in- 
terefts were the foie obftacles to the defires of thefe 
f. good chriftians ; it is to be hoped that the laft 

It orders of the council of the mirine will remove 

j: all thofe obftacles ; Monfieur de Tonti affured me 

» he was going to fet about it in an effedfual manner, 

(■ 

Thofe who were my guides in this village af- 
;5 fured me, that were it not for the Hurons the 
other Indians of the Narrows muft die of hunger ; 
f this 
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this is certainly not the fault of the land where 
they are fettled j were they to cultivate it ever fo 
little they would find at leaft fufficient for their 
fubfiftance ; filhing alone would fupply them with 
a good part, and this exercife is far from beino- 
very laborious, but after having once tailed brandy 
they think only of amalfing of furs to purchafe 
wherewithal to intoxicate themfelves. The Hu- 
rons who are wifer, more laborious and more ac- 
cuftomed to hulbandry, being alfo endued with a 
greater lhare of forefight entertain more folid 
thoughts, and by means of their induftry are in a 
condition not only to fubfift without being be- 
holden to any one, but alfo to furnilh a fupply to 
their neighbours ; this however is not done entirely 
from fcntiments of humanity, for we mull by no 
means reckon amongft the number of their <rood 
qualities that of difintereftednefs. ^ 



I was ftill better received amongft the infidel 
Poutewatamies than amongft the chriftian Hu- 
rons ; thefe Indians are the fineft men in all Ca- 
nada, and are befides of the fwecteft natural temper, 
and have been always our very good friends. 
Onangiiice their chief treated me with a polite- 
ncfs which gave me full as high an opinion of his 
good fenle as the difcourfe he had made in the 
council ; he is a perfon of undoubted worth, and 
entirely in our intereft. 

‘ T returning through a quarter of the 

•n.n. 'i! T’ C P'rceived a number of thefe In- 

ilians, ivho ieeraed much healed at plav ■ I ap- 

Eti ,hT,“ ‘I'" g""!® of the 

are addiSed abo'w !rothers*''il'’ ‘f' 

>heir reft, and in ^rdegl^;^ t'h™“r“ 

fenlcs 
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^ fenfes at it ; they flake all they are worth, 
and feveral of them are known to continue at 
it till they have flript themlelves ftark naked 
and loft all their moveables in their cabbins ; 
fome have even been known to flake their liberty 
^ for a certain time ; this circiimftance proves be- 
yond all doubt how paflionately fond they are of 
it, there being no people in the univerfe more 

jealous of their liberty than our Indians. 

Ij; 

^ The game of the platter or bones, is played 
® between two perfons only ; each perfon has fix or 
eight little bones, which I at firft took for apricot 
'Pi" ftones, thefe being of the fame fize and fliape 
® but upon viewing them nearer I found they had 
fix unequal faces, the two largeft of which are 
painted, the one black and the other of a flraw 
colour •, they fling them up into the air, ftriking 
at the fame time againft the ground or table with 
^ a round hollow difh, in which they are contained. 
It and which muft firft be made to fpin round ; when 
1 they have no difh they content themfelves with 
It throwing the bones up into the air with the hand j 
fe if all of them after falling to the ground prefent 
jt the fame colour, the player wins five pqints, the 
1 party is forty, and the points won are difcounted in 
proportion to the gains on his fide ; five bones of a 
t, colour give only one point for the firft time, but the 
fecond the winner fweeps the board; any lower 
iii; number goes for nothing. 

i' ^ _ 

li He who wins the party ftill continues to play ; 
: the lofer yields hii place to another who is named 
f; by the markers on the fame fide ; for they take 
(js fides at the beginning of the game, fo that a 
p whole village is fometimes concerned in the party, 

ft 
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and even foinetimes one village plays againfi: ano- 
ther ; each fide chufe their own marker who re- 
tires when he pleafes, which happens only when 
things do not go fo well on his fide. At each 
throw that is played, d'pecially if it be a decifive 
one, they make a prodigious fhouting ; the play- 
ers feem poflefiTed, and the fpedtators are fcarce 
more mafiers of themfclves ; both make a thoufand 
contorfions, addrefs themfelves to the bones, load 
the genii of the adverfe party with imprecations, 
and the whole village rings with their howling ; if 
all this is ineffedual to retrieve their ill-luck the 
lofers are at liberty to put off the party till to- 
morrow, at the expence of a very flender repaft 
to the alTiflants. 



They then prepare to return to the combat, 
each invoking his tutelary genius and throwing in 
honour of him fome tobacco into the fire ; they 
implore of him above all things happy dreams; 
the moment day appears they fall to play, when 
if the lofers take it into their head that the furni- 
ture of their cabbin is the caufe of their ill-luck, 
they bepn with changing it intirely ; great parties 
generally laft five or fix days, and oftentimes the 
night occafions no interruption 5 however as all 
the fpeflators, at leaft fuch as are concerned in 
the game, are in fuch an agitation as to be tranf- 
portet out of themfelves to fuch a degree that 
ey quarrel and fight, which never happens to 
thpw except on thefe occafions, or when 

when guefs whether 

cienflv i ^ ended, both do not fiiand fuffi- 

ciently in need of reft. 

parties at play 

P y fome of their phyficians, or at 

* the 
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the requeft of fome fick perfon ; a dream is often 
fufficient caufe for either; this dream is always un- 
derftood for a command of fume genius, and then 
they prepare for the party with prodigious care ; 
they affemble ieveral different nights to make an 
effay, and to fee who has the happieft hand at a 
throw ; they confult their genius, they faft, and 
married perfons obferve the ftridfeft continence 
and all to obtain a favourable dream ; every morn- 
ing they relate thofe they have had, and make a 
colleflion of all fuch things of which they happen 
to have dreamed, and which they imagine able to 
bring good luck to their fide, which they put into 
little bags and carry about with them. If any 
one has the reputation of .being fortunate, that is 
according to the notions of -thefe people, of ha- 
ving a more fortunate genius, or one that is more 
inclined to do good, they never fail to make him 
approach him who holds the platter ; they go 
fometimes to feek this perfon at a great diftance, 
and if through old age or fome infirmity he is 
unable to walk they carry him on their fhoul- 
ders. 



t. 

B They have often preffed the mifllonaries to be 
m prefent at thefe games, from a perfuafion that their 
!> tutelar genii are more powerful than all others. It 

It! happened one day in a Huron village that a fick 

E woriian having caufed one of their prielfs to be called, 

f who are alfo their phyficians, this quack preferibed 
yi for her the game of the platter, and appointed a vil- 
t; lage different from his own to play ; fhe immediately 

i fent to afk permiffion of the chief of this village *, 

this was granted, the party was played and the 
game being ended, the patient returned the players 
r a great many thanks for the cure, which as fhe 
, faid 
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faid they had procured her : fo far however from 
being better Ihe was on the contrary much worfe, 
but they are obliged to feem fatisfied even when 
they have leaft caule to be fo. 

The refentment of this woman and of her re- 
lations fell upon the mifiionaries for refufing to be 
prefent at the party, notwithftanding all ihe foli- 
citations that had been made to them for this pur- 
pofe, and from their chagrin at the little com- 
plaifance they (hewed on this occafion, they re- 
proached them with faying, that ever fince their 
arrival in the country, the genii of the Indians had 
had no longer any power ; the miflionaries took 
advantage of this confeffion to Ihew thefe infidels 
the weaknefs of their divinities, and the fuperi- 
ority of the God of the chriftians ; but as it fel- 
dom happens on fuch occafions that people are dif- 
pofed to hear reafon, thefe barbarians anfwered 
coolly, “ You have your gods and we have ours, 
“ only it is our misfortune that ours are the leaft 
“ poweiful of the two.” 

The Narrows is one of the countries where a 
botanift might make the greateft number of dif- 
coveries. 1 have already obferved that all Canada 
produces a vaft number of fimple of fovereign 
virtue ; it is not doubted that the fnows con- 
tribute much to this, but there is in it befides fuch 
a variety of foil, which joined to the mildnefs of 
the climate, and the eafe with which the fun 
warms this country which is more open than the 
reft, gives ground to believe that the plants have 
more virtue in this than in any other part of it. 



\ 
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k _ Oii£ of my guides lately made a trial of the 
H virtue of an herb which is to be met with every 
ik where, and the knowledge of which is exceedino- 
neceffiry to travellers, not for any good qualities 
It poirclTes, for I have never as yet heard any attri- 
Wj buted to it, but becaule too much care cannot be 
>11 taken to avoid it ; this is called, Vherhe a la puce 
ki or ^ Flea- wort, but this name is not expreffive 
is|t enough to fhew the effefls it produces. Thefe are 
5 more or lefs fenfible according to the conftitution 
Kj. ot thofe It happens to touch ; there are even fome 
III perfons on whom it does not operate at all ; but 
K fome perfons merely by looking upon it are feized 
3, with a violent fever, which lafts more than fifteen 
i§ days, and is accompanied with a very troublefome 

^ u u ^ prodigious itching all over 

■n the body ; it operates on others only when they 
touch it, and then the patient appears as if entirely 
covered over with a leprofy : and fome have been 
'*• have had their hands quite fpoiled with 

li! ^ ° remedy is as yet known for it but patience ; 

after fome time it go s entirely off. 
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There grows alfo at the Narrows citron trees in 
the open fields, the fruit of which in fhape and 
colour refemble thofe of Portugal, but they are 
imaller and of a difagreeable flavour ; they are ex- 
cellent candied. The root of this tree is a mortal 
and moft iubtle poifon, and at the fame time a 
lovereip antidote againft the bite of ferpents. It 
mull be bruifed and applied inftantly on the 
wound : this remedy is immediate and infallible. 
On both fides of the Narrows the country is faid 
to preferve all its beauty for ten leagues up the 
country ; after which you meet with a final ler 
number of fruit trees and fewer meadows. But 
“• c after 
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after travelling five or fix leagues farther Inclining 
to lake Erie, towards the fouth-weft, you difcover 
immenfe meadows extending above a hundred 
leagues every way, and which feed an immenfe 
quantity of thofe buffaloes, whereof I have more 
than once made mention. 



I am, &c. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Some T articular s relating to the CharaSler, Cuf- 
toms, and Government of the Indians. 



7 he Narrows, June 14, 1721. 
Madam, ^ 

A F T E R I had clofed my laft letter and given 
it to a perfon who was going down to Quebec, 
I made myfelf ready to purfue my voyage, and ac- 
cordingly embarked next day ; but I have not 
been able to get over, and through the negleft of 
thofe who conduced me, am returned back to 
fort Pontchartrain, where I very much fear being 
obliged to remain feveral days longer. Thefe are 
difappointments we muft lay our account with, in 
travelling with Canadians who are never in a hur- 
ry, and who are very carelefs in taking their mea- 
fures. But, as we are to make the moft of every 
thing, I will take the opportunity of this delay, to 
divert you with beginning fome account of the 
government of the Indians, and their manner of 
proceeding in the difpatch of public bufinefs : by 
this means, you will more eafily underftand many 
things, which I lhall have occafion to mention to 
you in the fequel. 

C 2 
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I fliall, however, be as brief as pofTible on this 
head : firft, becaufe every thing relating to it is 
not equally interefting j in the lecond place, be- 
caufe I would not willingly write you any thing, but 
what is fupportcd on the credit of good witnefTes ; 
and it is no eafy matter to find people whofe fince- 
rity is beyond all fufpicion, at leaft of exaggerating 
things i or who cannot be accufed of having too 
flightly believed what has been told them ; or laft- 
ly, who have judgment fulRcient to take things 
in their true point of view ; which requires one to 
have made a long ftayin the country, and to have 
converfed much with the inhabitants. I lhall 
therefore give you nothing of my own on this ar- 
ticle j for which caul'e, I fliall not obferve any exaft 
order, in what I fliall fay •, but you will eafily col- 
left together, and make a juft whole of the palTages 
I fliall give you in my letters, in proportion as I 
fliall be informed of them. 

It muft be agreed. Madam, that the nearer we 
view our Indians, the more good qualities we dif- 
cover in them : mofl of the principles which ferve 
to regulate their conduft, the general maxims by 
which they govern themfelves, and the cflTential part 
of their charafter, dtfeover nothing of the barba- 
rian. Befides thofc ideas, though wholly indiftinft, 
which they flill prefeiwe of a Supreme Being, thefe 
veftiges, now almoft nearly effaced, of a religious 
W'orfhip, which they feem formerly to have paid 
this fovereign ruler ; and the weak traces which we 
remark in their mofl: indifferent aftions of the anci- 
ent belief, and of the primitive religion, might re- 
ftoi-e them more eafily than is imagined to the true 
p-ath, render their converfion to chriffianity eaficr 
than IS commonly found, and which is attended 
witii greater obllaclcs, even in the mofl civilized 
I " nations. 
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Dit; nations. In effea, does not experience teach us, 
k that politenefs, knowledge, and the maxims of 
Is ftate, produce in thefe Jalt an attachment to, and 

fe prejudice in favour of their falfe tenets •, that all 

Eji the zeal and abilities of the evangelical labourers, 
rat; Can with difficulty furmount them ; and that grace 
)g. muft of neCefficy ad more powerfully on the minds 
)rli enlightened infidels, who are almoft always 

(jg blinded by their prefumption, than on thofe who 
ok: oppofe to it their narrow capacities only. 
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Moll part of the people on this continent have 
fort of Arillocratical government, the forn> 
oi which is extremely various : for though each 

town has a chief of its own, independanc 

Cl - is. nation, and whofe 

iubjects are dependant on him in very few parti- 
culars •, there is, notwithftanding, no affair of any 
Confequence refdved upon, but by the advice 
or the Elders. ’Towards Acadia the Sagamos were 
rnore ablblute, and it does not appear that they 
were under any obligation, as the chiefs are almoft 
emy where elfe, of making largelfes to their fub- 
jects ; on the contrary, they exacted a kind of tri- 
bute from them ; and difintereftednefs was by no 
rtieans efteemed ^ royal virtue amongft them. But 
It feems the diPperfion of thefe Acadian Indians, 
and perhaps too their commerce with the French, 
nave introduced confiderable changes into their an- 
oent fonn of government whereof Lefcarbot and 
Champlain are the only authors, who have given 
US any particular account. 



• each of them three princi- 

pal families or tribes, which leem to be as old as 
their firft origin. They haVe all, however, one 
common ftock ; and there is one at leaft that is 
^ 3 looked 
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looked upon as the firft, and which has a fort of 
pre-eminence over the other two, in which thofe 
of this tribe are treated as brothers, whereas 
amongft themfelves they treat one another as cou- 
fins. Thcfe tribes are mixed, without being con- 
founded, each of them having a diftindt chief in 
every village : and in fuch affairs as concern the 

whole nation, thefe chiefs aflemble to deliberate 
upon it. Every tribe bears the name of fome ani- 
trial, the whole nation having alfo its own, whofe 
name it takes, and whofe figure is their bearing or 
enfigns armorial ; and when they fign any treaties, 
it is always by drawing thofe figures upon them, 
except when for particular reafons they caufe fub- 
ftitute fome other. 

Thus, the Huron nation is the nation of the 
porcupine : its firft tribe bears the name of the 

bear, or of the roe-buck, authors varying on this 
head ; the other two have the wolf and tortoife 
for their animals ; laftly, every town has its own 
particular animal, and it is probably this variety 
which has mifled the authors of fome accounts. 
It is alfo proper to obferve, that befides thefe dif- 
tinftions of nations, tribes, and towns, by animals, 
there are alfo others founded on fome cuftom, or 
particular event : as for inftance, the Tionnonta- 

tez Hurons, who are of the firft tribe, commonly 
call themfelves the tobacco nation ; and we have a 
treaty in which thefe Indians, who were then fettled 
at Michillimakinac, have put for their mark the 
ngure of a beaver. 



T^e Iroquois nation has the fame animals witl 
it appears to be a colony, witl 
this difference, that the family of the tortoife is fpli 
into two branches, called the great and little tor 

toifc 
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toife. The chief of each family bears Its name* 
and in all public deeds he is known by no other* 
The fame thing happens with regard to the chief of 
a nation, as well as of every village : but befides 
this name, which is only a fort of reprefentative 
appellation, they have another, which diftinguilhes 
them more particularly, and which is properly a 
mark of dignity : thus, one is called the moft 

noble, another the moil ancient, and fo forth. 
Laftly, they have a third which is perfonal 5 but 
I fhould be apt to believe,' that this cuftom pre- 
vails only amongft thofe nations where the office of 
chief is hereditary. 

Thefe titles are always impofed with great cere- 
mony ; the new chief, or, in cafe he is too young, 
he who reprefents him, is to make a feaft, beftow 
prefents, pronounce the elogium of their predecef- 
lor, and fing his fong. There are, however, 
fome perfonal names in fo much veneration, that no 
one dares to appropriate them to himfelf ; or which 
are at leafl a long time before they are renewed > 
when this is done, it is called raifing the perfon to 
life who formerly bore it. 

In the northern parts, and wherever the Algon- 
quin tongue prevails, the dignity of chief is elec- 
tive ; and the whole ceremony of elefiion and in- 
ftallation confifts in fome feafts, accompanied with 
dances and fongs : the chief eleft likewife never 

fails to make the panegyrick of his predeceffor, and 
to invoke his genius. Amongft the Hurons, 
where this dignity is hereditary, the fucceffion is 
continued through the women, fo that at the death 
of a chief, it is not his own, but his fifter’s fon who 
fucceeds him *, or, in default of which, his near- 
eft relation in the female line. When the whole 
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branch happens to be extindl, the nobleft matron 
of the tribe or in the nation chufes the perfon fhe 
approves of moft, and declares him chief. The 
perfon who is to govern muft be come to years 
of maturity ; and when the hereditary chief is not 
as yet arrived at this period, they appoint a re- 
gent, who has all the authority, but which he holds 
in name of the minor. 7'hefe chiefs generally have 
no great marks of outward refpefl paid them, and 
if they are never difobeyed, it is becaufe they 
know how to fet bounds to their authority. It is 
true that they requeft or propofe, rather than com- 
mand j and never exceed the boundaries of that 
fmall lhare of authority with which they are 
vefted. Thus it is properly rea!bn which governs, 
and the government has fo much the more infln- 
ence, as obedience is founded in liberty j and that.-* 
they are free from any apprehenfion of its degene- • 
rating into tyranny. 



Isny more, each family has a right to chufea 
counlellor of its own, and an alTiflant to the chief, 
who IS to watch, for their intereft ; and without 
whofe confent the chief can undertake nothing. 
1 hefe counfe lors are, above all things, to have an . 
^ o e public treafury ; and it is properly they 

inveltd^'^'^K ^ f • ^ ® P'-*' They are 

but thevJ^ ^ charafter in a general council, 
do acquaint their allies with it, as they 

mftallations of their chief 

wunfehorf. "ame the 

counfellors, and often cbufe perfons of their own fex. 

hhdieft of^alf afiiHants is the 

filling of a " To'h 

of maturitv T h come to the years 

y. V I have not been able to find exadly 

what 
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what this age is. The laft of all is that of the war- 
riors ; this comprehends all who are able to bear 
arms. This body has often at its head, the chief of 
* P the nation or town ; but he muft firft have dif- 
tinguiflied himfelf by fome fignal a£tion of brave- 
*1' ry, if not, he is obliged to ferve as a fubaltern, 
that is, as a Angle centinel there being no degrees 
lyl; in the militia of the Indians. 
n,i 

It 4 In fa£t, a large body may have feveral chiefs, 

■ 1 this title being given to all who ever commanded ; 
nci but they are not therefore the lefs fubjedf to 
of; him who leads the party ; a kind of general, with- 
leyi out charafter or real authority, who has power 
o»c neither to reward nor punilh, whom his foldiers 
; ti are at liberty to abandon at pleafure and with im- 
id!i punity, and whofe orders notwithftanding are fcarce 
legs ever difputed : fo true it is, that amongil a people 
who are guided by reafon, and infpired with fenti- 
mcnts of honour and love for their country, in- 
;|iiii dependance is not deftruftive of fnbordination ; 
.(I and, that a free and voluntary obedience is that on 
^ which we can always rely with the greateft cer- 
itlj tainty. Moreover, the qualities requifite are, that 
j,[; he be fortunate, of undoubted courage, and per- 
a fedUy difintcrefted. It is no miracle, that a per- 
fon poflefled of fuch eminent qualities fliould be 
i obeyed. 

The women have [the chief authority amongfi; 
all the nations of the Huron language j if we ex- 
cept the Iroquois canton of Onneyouth, in which 
it is in both fexes alternately. But if this be 
^ their lawful conftitution, their pradfice is feldom 
^ agreeable to it. In fadt, the men never tell the 
^ women any thing they would have to be kept 
^ fecret j and rarely any affair of confcquence is com- 
*: municated 
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municated to them, though all is done in thei^ 
name, and the chiefs are no more than their 
lieutenants. Wliat I have told your grace of the 
grandmother of the hereditary chief of the Hurons 
of the Narrows, who could never obtain a miffi- 
onary for her own town, is a convincing proof , 
that the real authority of the women is very 
fmall : I have been however alTured, that they 

always deliberate firft on whatever is propofed 
in council ; and that they afterwards give the re- 
fult of their deliberation to the chiefs, who. make 
the report of it to the general council, compofed 
of the elders ; but in all probability’ this is done 
only for form’s fake, and with the reftriclions I 
have already mentioned. The warriors likewife 
confult together, on what relates to their par- 
ticular province, but can conclude nothing of im- 
portance which concerns the nation or town ; all 
being fubjed to the examination and controul of 
the council of elders, who judge in the laft re- 
fource. 



It muft be .acknowledged, that proceedings are 
cariied on in thefe afiemblies with a wifdom and 
a coolnefs,. ami a knowledge of affairs, and I 
may add generally with a probity, which would 
have done honour to the areopagus of Athens, or 
to the fenate ot Rome, in the moll: glorious days of 
thofe republics : the reafon of this is, that nothing 

IS relolved upon with precipitation ; and that thofe 
■Violent pafTions, which have fo much diferaced 
t le poiuics even of Chriftians, have never prevailed 
amongft the Indians over the public good. In- 
terefted perfons fail not, however, to fet many 

^PPly 3n addrefs in the 
execution of their defigns, we could hardly believe 
barbanaas capable of; they alfo all of them poP 

fefs, 
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"'''fefs, in the moft fovereign degree, the art of con- 
“ -cealing their real intentions : but generally fpeak- 

P ing, the glory of the nation and motive of ho- 
^'nour, are the chief movers in all enterprizes. 
'‘■What can never be excufed in them is, that they 
'?• often make honour con fi ft in fatiating a revenge 
which knows no bounds ; a fault which Chrifti- 
^ anity alone is able to correft, and in which all our 
1** politenefs and religion are often unfuccefsful. 



I’®' Each tribe has an orator in every town, which 
orators are the only perfons who have a liberty 
to fpeak in the public councils and general aflem- 
W blies : they always fpeak well and to the purpofe. 

it Befides this natural eloquence, and which none 
w who are acquainted with them will difpute, they 
gJ have a perfect knowledge ot the interefts of their 
OB employers, and an addrefs in placing the beft fide 
inte of their own caufe in the moft advantageous light, 
cli which nothing can exceed. On fomeoccafions, the 
women have an orator, who fpeaks in their name, 
or rather ads as their interpreter. 



jik 

da Nations who may be faid to pofiefs nothing, 

; neither public nor ’private, and who have no am- 
;iii bition to extend their territory, fliould, in appear- 
ts ance, have few affairs to fettle with one another, 
ji But the mind of man, naturally reftlefs, is inca- 
jj pable of remaining inadive, and is very fagacious 
in cutting out bufinefs for itfelf. What is certain, 
is, that our Indians are eternally negodating, and 
have always fome affairs or other on the tapis : 
fuch as the concluding or renewing of treaties, offers 
jj of fervice, mutual civilities, making alliances, in- 
vitations to become parties in a war, and laftly, 
compliments of condolance on the death of fome 
,, chief or conftderable perfon. All this is perform- 
' ' 7 ed 
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c<3 with a dignity, attention, and, I may add) 
with a capacity equal to the moft important affairs • 
and theirs are fometimes of greater confequence 
than they feem to be : for thofe, who are depu- 
ted for this purpofe, have commonly fecret inftruc- 
tions ; fo that the outward motive of their deputa^ 
tion is no more than a veil which covers thpiV 
real deligns. ™ 



The nation, which has made the firft figure in 
Canada, for two centuries paft, is that of the Iro- 
quois : their fuccefs in war has given them a fu- 

periority over moft of the others, which none of 
them are, any longer, in a condition fodifpute with 
them ; and from being pacifick, which they for- 
merly were, they have become very troublefome 
and pragmatical. But nothing has contributed 
more to render them formidable, than the advan- 
tage of their fituation, which they prefently difco- 
vered ; and whereof they have made all poflible 
advantage. As they were fituated between us and 
the Enghfb, they foon found that both would be 
iJide^d ^ of keeping well with them -, and, 

thP^r fftakhlhment, to gain them over to 

therofJhpf ■ wereperfuaded that ifei- 

oter the^o[her rh ' theafeendant 

felves ; they have7oUIiH^ f 

their furrif7 " ^ -r ^ of ballancing 

forTe uni ld ^^eir whole 

kas never exceeded five or fix thou- 

S h°.ve ■' 

mS neS, -I'an on^ half, wa 

abilities and adSs.' 
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ua with refpeft to particulars and the interior go- 
t"''vernment or police of townsj affairs are reduced 
to few articles, andarefoon concluded. The au- 
j^'thority of the chief fddom or never extends to 
Jthefc ; and, generally fpeaking, perfons in any de- 
tigree of credit, are entirely taken up about the pu- 
Jblic bufinefs. A fingle affair of however little im- 
portance, is long under deliberation ; every thing 
being conduced with much coolnefs and phlegm, 
c and nothing being decided till all who are defirous 
ffhave been acquainted with it. ,Jf a prefent has 
“been given underhand to any of the elders, to 
I® make fure of his fuffrage, you are fure to ob- 
■^tain it, if the prefent has been accepted of. It has 
fcarce ever been known, that an Indian has failed 
in an engagement of this fort ; but it is no eafy 
, matter to bring them to accept of it, nor does he 
® ever receive with both hands. Young perfons enter 
7. early into the knowledge of affairs, which natu- 
I'l': rally renders them grave and ripe, at an age in 
* 1 ® which we are ftill children-, this interefts them, 
from their tendereft infancy, in the public weal, 
and infpires them with an emulation which is fo- 
mented with great care, and from which there is 
“ nothing that might not be hoped for. 

Of! 

The greateft defedl in this government is, that 
iat* they have fcarce the fhadow of criminal juftice 
b: among them •, though, to fay truth, it is far from 
lilif being attended with the fame bad effedts it would 
te certainly be amongft us : the great fpring of 
li our paffions, and the chief fource of thofe difor- 
itlt ders which are the moft pernicious to civil foci- 
Iffe ery, to wit, private intereft, having fcarce any 
if,' power over men who never think of hoarding, 
DJJ and give themfelves very little concern about to- 
morrow. 
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We may alfo juftly reproach them with the wjy 
in which they bring up tlieir children : they do 
not fo much as know what it is to correft then. 
Whilft they are little, they fay they have no reafon. 
and it never enters into the head of an Indian, to' 
think that the judgment is improved by punift. 
ment; when they are come to years of difcretioo 
they pretend to be mafters of their own aclion! 
and therefore accountable to none. They carry 
thefe maxims to fuch a height, as to fuffer them- 
felves to be maltreated by intoxicated perfons, with- 
out fo much as defending themfelves for fear of 
htirting them. Why fhould we do them any evil, 
fay they, when you talk to them of the ridicu- 
Joufnefs of this behaviour ; they know not whj: 
they do ? 



In a word, thefe Indians are perfetSUy convinced, 
that man is born free, and that nO power on earth 
has a right to infringe his liberty, and that nothing 
can corapenfate the lofs of it : and it has been 

found a very difficult matter to undeceive even the 
Chriftians among them, and to make them under- 
Itand how', by a natural confequence of the corrup* 
tiori of our nature, which is the effed of fin, an un- 
bridled liberty of doing mifchief differs very little 
from obliging them to commit it, becaufe of the 
1 rength of the byafs which draws us to it ; and 
that the law which reftrains us, caufes us to ap- 
proach nearer to our original ftate of liberty, whilll 
It appears to take it from us. Happy for them, 
experience has not made them feel in many things 
all the power of this tendency which produces fo 
many crimes elfcwhcre. Their underftandings be- 
ing narrower than ours, their defires are ftill more 

fnr V^.I is neceffary only, 

» L 1 providence has fufficiently provided, they 

have 
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have fcarce fo much as the notion of fuperflui- 
ties. 

After all this, toleration and impunity is a very 
great diforder ; as is alfo that want of fubordina- 
tion in public as well as domeftic life, in which 
every one does what feems good in his own eyes ; 
where father, mother, and children often live, like fo 
many perfons who have met by chance, and linked 
together by no fort of tye ; where young perfons 
manage the affairs of the family, without confulting 
their parents about them any more than if they 
were mere ftrangers ; where the children are 
brought up in abfolute independance, and where 
they are early accuftomed to liften neither to the 
voice of nature, nor to the moft indifpenfiblc 
duties of fociety. 

If in thofe nations who are governed with more 
wifdom, and who are reftrained by the bridle of a 
holy religion, we notwithftanding fometimes fee 
fuch monifers as diflionour humanity, they at leaft 
excite the horror of others, and expofe themfelves 
to the lafli of the law but what is in this cafe 
the crime of an individual, becomes the crime of 
the nation, when it is fuffered to go unpunifhed, 
as parricide itfelf is amongil: the Indians •, and 
were it ftill more rare than it is, this impunity, 
however, is fuch a ftain as nothing can efface, and 
which favours entirely of the barbarian. There 
are, however, in all this fome exceptions, of which 
I lhall prefently fpeak ; but, generally fpeaking, 
the genius and charafler of our Indians is fuch as 
I have been deferibing it. 

They are not only perfuaded, that a perfbn who 
is not in pofieflion of his reafon is not refponfible 

for 
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for Ins a<5Hons, at leaft, that he deferves no punilh- 
ment ; but they imagine likewife that it is beneath 
the dignity of a man to defend himfelf againft a 
woman or a child : provided, however, as I 

/hould be apt to imagine, that there is no danger 
of life being loft, or any rifque of being maimed- 
in which cafe, their way is, if poflibJe, to fave’ 
themfelves by flight. But, fliould an Indian kill 
another in his cabin, being drunk, which they of- 
ten pretend to be when they harbour any fuch de- 
figns, they content themfelves with bewailing the 
dead : Ic was a great misfortune, fay they, but 
as for the murderer he knew not what he did. 



If the thing was done in cold blood, they fun- 
pofe without difficulty that the perfon who com- 
muted It, muft have had very good reafons before 
he proceeded to this extremity. If it is clear he 
had none. It belongs to thofe of his own cabin, 
as being the only perfons concerned, to punilh 
him ; thefe have power to punifh him with death, 

look his death does not fo much 

look like a legal punilhment as the revent^e of fome 
|nd,v.dual, and fometimcs a chief is 
oppocunuy ,0 get rid of a bad fubfea. 

neither hjch a manner as 



fefted wo, in cabins lliould beaf 

fome co^r™ ""'"'“'■■‘'f always have rrouble 

toTt?wSy “"‘I often be fufficieni 

a combnftion ?’ “"f f"' “ “ 

dents the council of th fticft acci- 

done in order ro . elders leave nothing un- 

accommodate matters cimeoully ; 

and 
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•iil^ and in ca(e of fuccefs it is commonly the publick 
igi; who makes the prefents, and takes all the neceflary 
»«,, fteps with the ofendcd family. The prompt pu- 
roij nilhment of the criminal would at once put an 
>ciii end to the affair, and the relations of the deceafcd 
le,!( are at liberty to do their pleafure on him, if they 
loiij can get him in their hands ; but his own cabbin 
li tij think it inconfiftent with their honour to facri- 
f fui ficc him, and often the village do not think pro- 
faijiu per to compel them to it. 



tkjj; 



• I have read in a letter of Father Brebeuf, who 
Jived a long time among the Hurons, that thefe 
Indians were wont to punifh murderers in this 
manner. They extended the dead body on poles 
fixed to the roof of a cabbin, and the murderer 
was obliged to fit feveral days fucceffively diredly 
under it, and to receive all that fell from the car- 
cais, not only on himfelf but alfo on his provifions, 
which were placed near him, except by means of fome 
confiderable prefent made to the cabbin of the de- 
fundt, he obtained the privilege of faving his diet 
from the pollution of this poifon ; but the Mif- 
fionary does not tell us whether this was done by 
publick authority, or was only by way of reprifal, 
which thofe it concerned made ufe of after getting 
the afTaffin in their power. ° 



Be this as it will, the way mofl in ufe amongft 
all the Indians to indemnify the relations of a man 
1*^ who has been murdered, is to replace him by 
I® means of a prifoncr of war : in this cafe the cap- 
tive is almoft always adopted, enters into pof- 
M felllon of all the rights of the decealed, and foon 
i*' caules the perlbn whofe place he fills to be forgot- 
ij® ten. There are, however, certain odious crimes 
VoL. II. D which 
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which are piinilhed with death on the fpot, at 
leafl: among fome nations ; fuch as wichcraft. 

Whofocver is fufpefled of this crime can never 
be fafe any where *, they even caiife him undergo, 
fbey can lay hold on him, a kind of rack, in 
order to oblige him to name his accomplices, af- 
ter which he is condemned to the fame punilhment 
with the prifoners of war ; but they firft afk the 
confent of his family, which they dare not refufe. 
Thofe who are leaft criminal are knocked in the 
head, before they are burned : thofe who dilho- 

nour their families, are treated much in the fame 
manner, and it is generally their own family that 
does juftice upon them. 

Amongft the Hurons who are very much gi- 
ven to thieving, and who perform it with a dexte- 
rity which would do honour to our moft expert 
pick -pockets, it was lawful, on difeovery of the 
thief, not only to take from him what he had fto- 
len, but alfo to carry off every thing in his cab- 
bin, and to ftrip himfelf, his wife, and children 
ftark naked without their daring to make the leaft 
refinance. And further in order to fhun all 
fuch conteftation which might arife on this Read, 
certain points were agreed upon from which they 
never deviated. For example, every thing found, 
were it but a moment after it was loft, belonged 
to the finder, provided the former proprietor had 
not before reclaimed it ; but on difeovery of the 
leaft difhonefty on the part of the former, they 
obliged him to make refticution, which occafioned 
fometimes diflentions, which were with difficulty 
put an end to : the following is an inftance of this 
lort fingulac enough. 
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iin A good old woman had /or all her worldly 
goods, but one collar of Wampum, worth about 
ten crowns of our money, and which flie carried 
CB: about with her every where in a little b^<g. One 
im day as Ihe was at work in the fields, Ihe chanced to 
ofnt hang her bag on a tree 5 another woman who per- 
npaa ceived it and had a great defire to filch her collar 
puni from her, thought the prefent a favourable occafion 
irftj for feizing it, without being liable to be accufed of 
noil theft : Ihe therefore kept her eye continually upon 
it i and, in about the fpace of an hour or two, the 
old woman having gone into the next field, Ihe 
n tl) flies to the tree, feizes the bag, and falls a crying 
fan, how lucky flie had been to find fo valuable a 
prize. The old woman turns immediately about 
and fays the bag belonged to her, and that it was 
^ uj, Ihe who had hung it on the tree, that Ihe had nci- 
ith: forgot it, and that Ihe intended to 

iioS: ‘^own, when her work Ihould be over ; her 

m iTisde anfwer, that we are not to judge 

heii intentions, and that having quitted the field 

in l« taking down her bag, Ifie was deemed in 

law to have forgot it. 
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After many conteftations between thefe two wo- 
men, who never fpoke fo much as one difobli- 
ging word the whole time ; the affair was brought 
before an arbiter who was the chief of the vil- 
lage : “ according to the rigor,” fays he, “ the 

“ bag is the property of the finder ; but the cir- 
“ cumftances of the thing are fuch, that if this 
“ woman would not be taxed with avarice, fhe 
“ ought to reftore it to the claimant, and be 
“ fatisfied with fome little prefent, which the o- 
“ ther cannot in reafon refufe her.” Both par- 
ties acquiefeed in this judgment ; and it is pro- 

D 2 per 
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per to obferve that the fear of being accufed of 
avarice had full as much power on the minds of 
the Indians, as the fear of punilhment could have 
had i and that thefe people are generally govern- 
ed by the principles of honour more than by any 
other motive whatever. 

What I am now going to add, will give your 
Grace a new proof of this. I faid a little above, 
that in order to prevent the confequences of a mur- 
der, the public takes upon itfelf the charge of 
making the proper fubmiflions for the guilty, and 
indemnifying the interefted. Would you believe 
that this very circumftance has more power in pre- 
venting thefe diforders than the moft fevere laws? 
nothing is, however, more true ; for as thefe fa- 
tisfailions coft much to men whofe haughtinefs is 
beyond all exprelTlon, the criminal is the more fen- 
fible of the mortification which he fees the publick 
fuffers on his account, than he could poflibly be 
of his own -, and their zeal for the honour of 
their nation, is a much more powerful curb on 
thefe barbarians than the fear of death, or any o- 
ther punilhment whatfoever. 

Refides, it is certain that impunity has not al- 
ways prevailed amongft them to the degree it has 
done lately ; and our firft miflicnaries found fome 
traces of the ancient feverity, with which they knew 
how to rellrain crimes ftill remaining. Theft in 
particular has always been looked upon as a ftain 
which dilhonoured a family ; and every individual 
had a right to walh off the fcandal of it in the 
blood of the criminal. Father Brebeuf perceived 
one oay a young Huron who was difpatching a 
gn > he ran up to him in order to hinder him* 

and 
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and allied him what it was that could provoke 
him to this violence. “ It is my filler,” anfwer- 
cd the Indian, “ Ihe is a thief, and 1 am goincr 
“ to expiate by her death, the dilhonour flie has 
“ brought upon me and all our family ” My 
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letter XIX. 



Voyage from the Narrows to Michillimakinac. Def~ 
fcription of the country. Of the marriages of the 
Indians. 



Michillimakinac., June 30, 1721. 

Madam, 

I T was on the i8th of this month I at length 
took my leave for good and all of fort Pont- 
chartrain at the Narrows, a little before funfct. 
I had fcarce advanced a league in my way before 
a ftorm accompanied with a deluge of rain, obli- 
ged me to make to land well foaked, where we 
pafled the night in a very uncomfortable manner. 
All I was able to get forward the next day was to 
traverfe lake 8 t. Clair, which is about four leagues 
long i the country appeared to me very good on 
both Tides. At half way you leave on your left 
a river 120 feet in breadth at its mouth ; this 
has got the name of the river of the Hurons, 
thefe Indians having taken fanfluary here during 
the war with the Iroquois. On the right and al- 
moft oppofite is another river, the mouth of which 
is twice as wide, and which is navigable for four- 
fcore leagues without any rapid current, a rare 
thing in the rivers of this country : they could not 
tell me its name, 

D 4 



The 



J 

( 40 ) 

The courfe from the fort at the Narrows to the 
end of this traverfe is eaft, north-eaft ; from thence 
you turn to the north by way of the eaft, and fo 
round till you come to the fouth for four leagues, 
at the end of which you find on your right a vil- 
lage of the Miffifaguy Indians, feated on a fertile 
foil at the entry of three magnificent meadows, and 
in the moft charming fituation that can be ; from 
thence to lake Huron I reckon twelve leagues, 
the country continuing always moft delightful. 
This is a noble channel as ftraight as a line and 
bordered with lofty forefts, interfperfed with fine 
meadows with many iflands fcattered up and down 
in it, fome of which are confiderably large -, the 
courfe through it is always north one quarter call, 
and in the entrance of lake Huron the courfe is 
due north for twelve leagues more. 



Crofling lake St. Claire., I had in my canoe a 
young Indian who was ftrong and vigorous, and 
on the ftrength of whofe arms I relied a good deal, 
when I granted him his paflage on his afkingit; 
he was however of very little fervice to me, to 
make amends he diverted me highly tilj a ftorm 
that came on juft over our heads begun to make 
me uneafy. H his young man fell a dreffing him- 
felf before he embarked, and at every three ftrokes 
of his oar, took up his looking glafs to fee whe- 
ther the motion of his arms had difcompofed the 
oeconomy of his drefs, or whether the fweat had 
not changed the d.fpofition of the red and other 
colours with which he had daubed his face. 



at 
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almoft clofe to an iOand fuuated at the end of the 
lake, where we were obliged to ftop. Our young 
■A) Indian feemed not much mortified at the difap- 
pointment, thefe people feldom taking any thing 
of that fort much to heart perhaps he had no 
other intention in drefling himfelf than the va- 
nity of being admired by us ; but if this was his 
defi<^n, all his care was labour in vain, as I had 
« k feen^ him in his own likenefs but two days before, 
dds when I thought he looked much better than with 
! li all that ridiculous dawbing that had coft^ him (o 
d HI much trouble ; few of the women here paint their 

pant faces, but all the men, and efpecially the young 

lirg! fellows are mighty fond of this decking, there are 

[uaiE fome of them who will fpend half a day in dawb- 

M ing themfelves in this manner, only that they may 

have the pleafure of ftroHing from door to door 
in order to be admired, and return afterwards ex- 
mo tremely well fatisfied with themfelves, though not 
ronE a word has been fpoke to them. 

We entered lake Huron the 21ft about ten 
tju o’clock in the forenoon, where we had foon the 
,:n, pleafure of filhing for fturgeon. On the morrow 
' V in fpite of the thunder which rumbled the whole 
L day, but which was fatisfied with threatening us ; 

^ ! 1 advanced near twenty-five leagues in the lake, 

but the 23d a thick fog, which hindered us from 
\ feeing four paces before our canoe, obliged us to 

T Ihorten fail, becaufe we were failing on a ledge of 

*■ rocks, which in many places has fcarce half a foot 
water on it •, this rock extends a great way into the 
lake and is ten leagues in length *, our Canadians 
call it the low countries. The day following we 
^ made the bay of Saguinam, five or fix leagues 
broad at the mouth and thirty deep ; from thepce 
to Michillimakinac the profped is extremely dif- 
iH' agreeable. 
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agreeable, no more vines, ftraggling (hrubby 
woods, and very little game. Ten leagues beyond 
the bay of Saguinam you perceive two very laroe 
rivers, a league diflant from each other, and four or 
five leagues farther a creek called, cait T mnerre, 

or Thunder Creek, three leagues over at the mouth, 
but of no great depth within land. Michillima- 
kimac lies in 43 deg. and 30 min. north lat. and 
the courfe which is thirty leagues long from the 
mouth of the Narrows, coafting along the weft- 
ern fhore of lake Huron is almoft due north. I 
arrived the 28th in this poft which is much fallen 
to decay, fince the time that Monfieur de la Motte 
Cadillac, carried to the Narrows the bell part of 
the Indians who were fettled here, and efpecially 
the Hurons; feveral of the Outawaies followed 
them thither, others difperfed themfelves amonvd 
the beaver iflands, fo that what is left is only a 
forry village, where there is notwithftanding ftill 
carried on a confiderable fur- trade, this bcfng.a 
thoroughfare or rendezvous of a number of Indian 
nations. 



The fort ,s ftill kept up as well as the houfe of 
the m.flionanes who at prefent are not diftreffed 
^ith bufineis having never found the Outawaies 
much difpofed to receive their inftrudtions, but 
the court judges their prefence neceflary in a place 
t often obliged to treat with our dlies, 

wh^r^L rT " French, 

rfrure^rt. r ‘u "“'"bers. I have been 

Ld the H-f T Narrow;, 

int toTina\K o«bnsthnt were 

found tL waTtn H have fince 

ounu tne way to Hudfon’s bay by the river Rn.ir- 

bon where rhey rrade wi.h .he E^'Z 
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fieur de la Motte could not forefee this incon- 
veniency as we were then in pollcffion of Hudlon’s 
bay. 



The fituation of MichiHimakinac is moll: ad- 
vantageous for traffic. This port Hands between 
three great lakes ; lake Michigan which is three 
hundred leagues in circuit, without mentioning the 
great bay which falls into it i lake Huron which is 
Three hundred and fifty leagues in circumference, 
and is in form of a triangle •, and lake Superior, 
which is five hundred leagues round ; all three are 
navigable for the larged fort of boats and the 
two firft are feparated only by a fmall ftrait, 
which has alfo water fufficient for the fame veffels, 
which may alfo without any obftacle fail a 1 over 
lake Erie as far as Niagara. It is true that there is 
no communication between lake Huron and lake 
Superior, but by a channel two and twenty leagues 
lono-, and very much incommoded with rapid cur- 
renfs, which do not hinder canoes from going to 
MichiHimakinac, loaded with all the commodities 
which lake Superior and its ffiores afford. 



^'his lake is two hundred leagues in length from 
caft to wed, and in feveral places fourfeore leagues 
broad from north to fbuth ; the whole fouth coaft 
is fandy and pretty dreight ; it would be danger- 
ous to be furprized by a north wind on it, and 
the north fhore is much more commodious for 
navigation, it being entirely lined with mcks, 
which form little harbours, where you may fhelter 
yourfelf with the greated eafe ; and nothing is 
more neceffary to thofe who fail in canoes on this 
lake, in which travellers have remarked a pheno- 
menon which is fingular enough. 

"When 
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When a ftorm is about to nTe you are adver. 
tifed of it, fay they, two days before ; at firft you 
perceive a gentle murmuring on the furface of the 
vater which Jafts the whole day, without en- 
creafing in any fenfible manner ; the day after the 
Jake IS covered with pretty large waves, but with, 
out breaking all that day, fo that you may pro- 
ceed without fear, and even make good way if^the 
wind IS favourable ; but on the third day^ when 
you are Jeaft thinking of it the lake becomes all 
on fire; the ocean in its greateft rage is not mo'e 
toft m which cafe you muft take care to be near 
fheJter to fave yourfelf ; this you are always fure 
tmf on the north fiiore, whereas on the fouth 

It a -nVidUl^ 

this lake proceeds from people 

formed by Michabou end ‘'^"^^“'''S'nal, and was 
to catch beavers In I 
charges itfelf into lake 

cauftd by two erLt ^ current 

have a very flouriftiino- k ’ T”*!! tn’^tonaries who 
Le fault have called it, 

theft rocks acco'dt jm 7 
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Large pieces of copper are found in fome pla- 
ces on its banks and round fome of the idands, 
which are ftill the objeft of a fuperftitious worlhip 
amongft the Indians ; they look upon them with 
veneration, as if they were the prefents of thofe 
gods who dwell under the waters ; they colled: 
their fmalleft fragments which they careAally pre- 
ierve without however making any ule of them. 
They fay that formerly a huge rock of this me- 
tal was to be feen elevated to a confiderable height 
above the furface of the water, and as it has now 
difappeared they pretend that the gods have car- 
ried it elfewhere j but there is great reafon to be- 
lieve that in procefs of time, the waves of the 
lake have covered it entirely with fand and dime ; 
and it is certain that in feveral places pretty large 
quantities of this metal havp been difeovered, 
without even being obliged to dig very deep. Du- 
ring the courfe of my firll voyage to this country, 
I was acquainted with one of our order, who had 
been formerly a goldfmith, and who, while he 
was at the midlon of the Fall of St. Mary, ufed 
to fearch for this metal, and made candlefticks, 
erodes, and cenfers of it, for this copper is often to 
be met with almoft intirely pure. 



When Michabou, add the Indians, formed lake 
Superior he dwelt at Michillimakinac the place of 
his birth ; this name properly belongs to an idand 
almoft round and very high, fituated at the ex- 
tremity of lake Huron, though cuftom has ex- 
tended it to all the country round about. This 
idand may be about three or four miles in cir- 
cumference, and is feen at the di ance of twelve 
leagues. There are two other idand s to the fouth ; 
the mod: diftant of which is dve or fix leagues 
long •, the other is very fmall and quite round •, 
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both of them are weJ] wooded and the foil excel- 
lent, whereas that of Michillimakinac is only a 
barren rock, being fcarce fo much as covered with 
mofs or herbage ; it is notwithftanding one of the 
moft celebrated places in all Canada, and has been 
a long time according to fome ancient traditions 
among the Indians, the chief refidence of a nation 
cf the fame name, and whereof they reckoned as 
they fay to the number of thirty towns, which 
were difperfed up and down in the neighbourhood 
of the ifland. It is pretended they were deftroyed 
by the Iroquois, but it is not faid at what time nor 
on what occafion ; what is certain is, that no vef- 
tige of them now remains ; I have fomewhere read 
that our ancient mifllonaries have lately difeovered 
fome relicks of them. The name of Michillima- 
kinac lignifies a great quantity of turtles, but I 
have never heard that more of them are found 
here at this day than elfewhere. 



The Michihimakinacs live entirely by filhing, 
and there is perhaps no place in the world where 
greater plenty ; the moft common forts 
ot hlh in the three lakes, and in the rivers which 
difeharge themfelves into them, are the herring, 
the carp, the gilt-filh, the pike, the fturgeon, the 
aftikamegue or white-Hlh, and efpeciallyihe trout. 
There are three forts of thefe laft taken ; amongft 
which IS one of a monftrous fize, and in fo great 
quantities, that aii Indian with his fword will ftrike 
hJh u Sometimes in the fpace of 

Iw ^ of is the 

mackrH^ ’ IS nearly of the fize and figure of a 

filh kind whether frelh or falted nothing of a 

it was you that 

invented anceftors to filh, 

invented nets of which he took ifee idea from 

^ Arachne’s 
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i ^ Arcahne’s, or the fpider’s web. Thofe people, as 
, * your Grace very well fees, do their deity full as 
little honour as he deferves, by fending him to 
fchool to fuch a contemptible infedl. 

The profpedt you enjoy from this place gives 
no very great idea of the fertility of the foil, tho’ 
you find excellent land at no great diftance. The 
V fame may be faid of the beaver iflands, which you 
leave on your left foon after you have entered lake 
• ife Michigan. The Outaways who retired thither 
fow maize on them, which good hufbandry they 
have learned from the Hurons, with whom they 
have long dwelt in thofe parrs. The Amikouys had 
dilciii formerly their abode in thefe iflands j this na- 
liclii- (ion is now reduced to a very Imall number of 
K families, who have gone over to the ifland Mani- 
toualin, to the north of lake Huron •, it is howe- 
ver one of the noblefl: in all Canada according to 
the Indians, who believe them defeended from the 
)yfi great beaver wliofe name they bear, and who is 
3fld' next to Michabou or the great hare, their principal 
imom deity, 
rent 

:k He it is, fay they likewife, who has formed 
geo;, lake Nipifling; and all the rapids or currents 
Iks which are found in the great river of the Outa- 
aiiij ways, are the remains of the caiifeway he had built 
il()| in order to compleat his defign. They alfo add 
that he died in the fame place, and that he is bu- 
fnjj ried under a mountain which you perceive on the 
Jlii northern fhore of lake Nipifling. This moun- 
jfti tain viewed from one certain fide, naturally enough 
Li reprefents the figure of a beaver, which circum- 
« fiance has no doubt occafioned all thefe tales; but 
sios the Indians maintain that it was the great beaver 

„1j who gave this form to 'the mountain, after he had 

, made 
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made choice of it for his burial-place, and they ne- 
ver pafs by this place, without rendering him their 
homage, by offering him the fmoke of their to- 
bacco. 

This, Madam, is what feemed worthy of ob- 
fervation with refpeft to this port, fo celebrated in 
the voyages and relations of Canada. I now re- 
turn to the manners and cuffoms of the Indians, 
and having already treated of what relates to their 
wars, I fhall entertain with what pafles at their 
marriages. 

A plurality of wives is allowed of, amongft fe- 
vcral of the nations of the Algonquin language, and 
it is common enough to marry all the fillers ; this 
cuftom is founded on a perfuafion, that fifters muft 
agree better together than ftrangers. In this cafe 
all the women are upon an equal footing; but 
amongft the true Algonquins there are two orders 
of wives, thofe of the fecond order being the (laves 



quarter where they have occafion to fojourn for a 
while m hunting time ; and I have been afliired, 
that this abufe has crept in fome time finre a. 



of the firft. Some nations have wives in every 




were always before fatisfied with one^vife.’ But 
there prevails in the Iroquois canton of Tfonnon- 

; iTJ S ir “ “ pi“- 



rality of hufbands. 




in 
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®iii[ in default of her, fuch perfon as the family of the 
iglkt: deccafed lhall chufe for him. The wife on her part 
is under the fame obligation with refpedt'to the 
brothers or relations of her hulband, provided he 
dies without leaving any children by her, and that 
rtliyt Ihe is ftill capable of having any. The reafons 
elam; they alledge for this, are the fame expreffed in the 
lim 25th chapter of Deuteronomy. The hulband who 
tliclii Ihould refufe to marry the filler or relation of his 
!tesi5: departed wife, would thereby expofe himfelf to all 
es «• the outrages which the perfon he rejefls lhall think 
fit to olfer him j and which he is obliged to fulFer 
without murmuring : when for want of fuch per- 

imoK ® widow is permitted to provide herfelf in a 
igua^^ hulband elfewhere, they are obliged to make her 
iften prefents, as a teftimony rendered to her virtuous 
filltij' behaviour; and which flie has a right to exadl. 
In ills provided Ihe have really obferved a prudent de- 
ni®; portment during the time of her firft marriage. 
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Amongft all the Indian nations, there are certain 
confiderabJe families, who can only contrafb alli- 
ances with each other, and chiefly amongH the Al- 
gonquins. Generally fpeaking; the perpetuity of 
marriages is facred in this country, and moll look 
upon thofe agreements to live together as long as 
they lhall fee fit, and to feparate when they be- 
come weary of each other, as being contrary to 
good order. A hulband who Ihould abandon his 
wife without lawful caufe, mull lay his account 
with many infults from her relations ; and a wo- 
man who Ihould leave her hulband without being 
forced to it by his ill condufl:, mull pafs her time 
ftill worfe. 



! . Amongft the* Miamis, a hulband has a right to 
f : cut off the nofe of the wife who elopes from him : 
Vol.il E but 
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but amongft the Iroquois and Hurons they may 
part by mutual confent ; this is done without any 
noife, and the parties thus feparated are at liberty 
to enter into new engagements. Thefe Indians 
cannot fo much as conceive how men (hould make 
any difficulty about it : “ My wife and I, (faid one 
“ of them to a miffionary, who endeavoured to 
“ bring him to a fenfe of the indecency of this 
“ fort of reparations,) cannot live in peace toge- 
“ ther ; my neighbour is exadlly in the fame fitu- 
“ ation, we have agreed to exchange wives and 
“ are ali four perfedHy wejl fatisfied : now what 
“ can be more reafonable than to render one ano- 

ther mutually happy when it can be fo eafily 
“ brought about, and without hurting any body:” 
This cullom however as I have already remarked, 
is looked upon as an abufe, and is of no great 
antiquity, at leaft among the Iroquois. 

What moft commonly deftroys the peace of fa- 
makes amongft the Canadian nations is jealoufy, 
to which both fexes are equally fubjeft. The Iro- 
quois boaft of being free from this evil -, but thofe 
who have been moft converfant among them afllire 
us, that they are jealous to an extravagant height. 
When a woman has difcovered that her hulband 
likes another, her rival muft take care to keep well 
upon her guard, and the more fo as the unfaithful 
hulband can neither defend her, nor fide with her 
in any manner ; a man who fhould maltreat his 
wife on this account would be difgraced for ever. 

The parents are the only match-makers in this 
country ; the parties concerned never appear in it, 
but abandon themfelves blindly to the will of thofe 
on wliom they depend ; but behold the caprice of 
thefe barbarians, who fuffer themfelves to be de- 
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' Sakies, with whom his labours have been fuffici- 
mk cntly unfuccefsful. Both of them appear to be a 
reatj very good fort of people and efpecially the lor- 
I mer, whofe greateft defeft is, that they feem to 
lioiilc: be a little addifted to thieving. Their language is 
l)(fevery different from that of all the reft, which 
OT® makes me believe, that it holds no refemblance 
:ncyii with any of thofe of Canada. Thus, they have 
peae always had more commerce or intercourfe with the 
fat; weftern nations, than with thofe with which we are 
wiv! acquainted, 
not 

IcrM The Sakies, though few in number, are divided 
be f) into two fadions, one of which is in the intereft of 
anyb the Outagamies, and the other in that of the Pou- 
y ran tewatamies. Thofe of them who are fettled in this 
ofu poft are moftly of the party of the latter, and con- 
fequently are friends to us. They received the new 
commandant with great demonftrations of joy : the 
moment they were informed of his approach, they 
jj ■ drew up under arms on the fhore, and as foon as 
. ^ he appeared, fainted him with a difeharge of their 
■ jj mufkets, which they accompanied with great fhouts 
of joy. Afterwards four of their chief men waded 
™ into the river, till the water came up to their mid- 
die; advanced up to his canoe, and received him 
on a large robe, compofed of feveral (kins of roe- 
** / bucks well fowed together, whereof each of them 
held a corner. In this manner they carried him to 
I his apartment, where they complimented him, and 
* faid a great many things extremely flattering. 

Next day, the chiefs of the two nations paid me 
a vifit ; and one of the Otchagras fhewed me a 
P®i; Catalonian piftol, a pair of Spanifti Ihoes, and I 
do not know what drug, which appeared to me to 
be a fort of ointment. All this they had received 
to* from 
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from one oF the Aionez, and the following is the 
occafion, by means of which thefe things fell into 
the hands of this perfon. 

About two years ago, fome Spaniards, who had 
come, as they lay, ‘from New Mexico, with defign 
to penetrate as far as the country of the Illinois, and 
to drive the French out of it, whom they faw with 
extreme regret approach fo near the Miflburi, de. 
feended this river and attacked two villages of the 
Odfocatas, a people in alliance with the Aionez, 
from whom it is pretended they draw their ori- 
ginal. As thefe Indians had no fire-arms, and be- 
ing befides furprized, the Spaniards eafily fuccced- 
ed in their enterprize, and made a great (laughter 
of them. A third village of the fame nation, and 
at no great diftance from the two others, making 
no doubt that the conquerors would pay them a vi- 
fir, laid an ambufeade for them, into which the 
Spaniards blindly Humbled. Others fay, that the 
Indians having learned that the Spaniards had al- 
moft all of them got drunk, and were fleeping in 
great fecurity, fell upon them in the night j and it is 
certain they cut the throats of almoft every one of 
them. 



There were two chaplains in this party, one of 
whom was killed in the beginning of the affair, and 
the other faved himfdf amongft the Miflburiteswho 
kepthim prifoner, and from whom he made his efcape 
in a very dexterous manner. He happened to have a 
f^otfe, and the Millburites delighting in 
beholding him perform feats of horfemanfhip, he 
took the advantage of their curiofity, in order 
o get out of their hands. One day as he was 

prefence, he withdrew 
u r * J ^ diftance, when clapping fpurs to his 
horfe, hemftantlydifappeared. As They made no 

other 
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other prlfoner but him, if is not yet exaftly known 
neither from what part of New Mexico thefe Spani- 
ards came, nor with what defign : for what I firft 
told you of the affair, was founded upon the reports 
of the Indians only, who perhaps had a mind to 
make their court to us by giving it to be undcr- 
ftood, that they had done us a very material piece 
of fervice by this defeat. 



Y, All they brought me was the fpoils of the chap- 
lain who had been killed, and they found likewifc 
® a prayer-book, which I have not feen : this was 
probably his breviary. I bought the piftol : the 

n* fhoes were good for nothing ; and the Indian would 
•eat I by no means part with the ointment, having taken 
eiifflit into his head, that it was a fovcreign remedy a- 
iers,igainft all forts of evils. I was curious to know 
lyikhow he intended to make ufe of it ; he anfwered 
Offcthat it was fufficient to fwallow a little of it, and 
fay, B let the difeafe be what it would the cure was im- 
ianiili mediate ; he did not fay however that he had as yet 
:1b made trial of it, and I advifed him againft it, 
|litj»The Indians begin here to be very ignorant, and 
{vciyi are very far from being fo fenfible or at leaft fo 
communicative, as thole who have more commerce 
with us. 



irty.i 

jjfe The day following, the Sakies came in a con- 
foiiii: fiderable body to the miflionary’s houfe, where I lod- 
defe begged me to be prefent at a council they 

edtoi going to hold. I confented, and when every 
liotE taken his place, the chief laid a collar 

ijjJi: opon the ground before me, and the orator break- 
^ jjl ing filence, befought me, in the name of the whole 
body, to engage the King to take them under his 
proteftion, and to purify the air, which, faid they, 
had been corrupted for fome time paft ; which 
VoL. II. F appeared 
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appeared by the great number of fick they had in 
their villages, and to defend them againft their ene- 
mies. 

I anfwcrcd, that the King was indeed very power- 
ful, and perhaps more lb than they thought ; but 
that his power did not extend over the elements; 
and that when difeafes or any other luch accidents laic 
wafte his provinces, he addrelTed himfelf, in orderto 
caufe them ceafe^ to the Great Spirit who created tlit 
heaven and the earth, and who alone is the fove- 
reign Lord of nature ; that they fhould do the 
fame, and that they would find themfelves the bel- 
ter for it but that in order to merit being hearii, 
they muft begin with acknowledging him, and witl 
rendering him that worfliip and homage which k 
has a right to exped from all reafonable creature: 
and that they could not do any thing better ct 
more agreeable to the King, than to hearken toth 
Father whom his Majelly had fent them, and to 
his inftrodions.i that he was a man beloved of 
heaven that the manner in which he livcc 
amongft them, could not fail to have caufed them 
conceive a great efteem for him ; and that hiseb 
rity towards the fick and all fuch as had any nee.: 
of his alfiftance, ought to have convinced them of 
that tender and fincere friendlhip he bore them: 
laftly, that I would by no means receive it, tii 
after they had promifed to behave themfelves witli 
regard to this milfionary, in a quite different man- 
ner from what they had hitherto done, and hence 
ort to remove all caufe of complaint againft them, 
With refped to their indocility. 

‘‘ As to the protedion of the King which yot 
emand, and the requeft you have made me to 

engage him to undertake your defence againU 
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your enemies ♦, that great prince has already pre- 
“ vented your wiflxs, and has given fufficient or- 
“ ders on that head to Ononthio *, who is of hiin-'* 
“ felf dilpofed to execute them with all the zeal 
“ and affedtion of a father f , This is what you 
“ need make no doubt of, if you pay.;a proper 
“ regard to the good qualities of the ^commandant 
“ he has fent you. It is not polljble ^you fliould 
“ be ignorant, and you appem;. to me perfeftl.y 
“ well fatisfied that amongfl: all the French Cap- 
“ tains there are few equal lo him iij. valour j and 
“ you will have caufc to love hiurliill better than 
“ you now do.” This anfwer feemed to fati fy 
them, and they promifed much more than 1 fear 
they will ever perform. Notwithftanding I took 
their collar, which the miffionary llattered himfeif 
would be produdlive of fome good effcdts. 

On the afternoon of the following day the two 
nations entertained us, one alter another, with the 
dance of the Calumet, in a great efplanade facing 
the commandant’s apartment. There ■ was fome 
, little difference in the manner in which they per- 
formed this dance ; but this was very inconfiderabfe. 
It only gave me to underftand, that thefe feafts 
vary confiderably : thus it is impoffible to give a 

defeription which may agree to all of tliem. The 
Otchagras diverfified fomewhat more their enters 
tainment, and (hewed extraordinary agiiity, beiiig 
better made as well as more graceful performers 
than the Sakies. 

* This is the name which the Indians giv'e to the "cveruor- 
general, it fignifies|»-/’<it m'H'.nfain^ and is 2ft’;i\’e.l tVoni tiie Che- 
valier Montgnagny, who was the iecond governor oK Canada. 

t They always call the governors and the commandants riieir 
Fathers. 

F 2 
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This is properly a military feftival, in which the 
Warriors are the fble aftors, and one would natural- 
ly conclude it had been inlHtuted only to give them 
an o portunity of vaunting of their famous exploits. 
I am not the author of this opinion, which does 
not quadrate with the fentiments of thofe who main- 
tain that the calumet derives its origin from 
caduceus of Mercury, and that on its firft infti- 
tution it was looked upon as a fymbol of peace. 
All thofe whom I faw dancing, tinging, and beat- 
ing the drum and chichikoue, were young perfons 
equipt as when they prepare to take the field ; they 
had their faces painted with all forts of colours, 
their heads were adorned with feathers, fome of 
which they held in their hands by way of fans : and 
the calumet was alfo adorned with them and was 
fet in the moft confpicuoiis place : the orcheftre 
and the dancers were placed quite round, the fpec- 
tators being placed up and down in fmall bodies, the 
women apart from the men, all of them fitting 
on the ground, and adorned with their fined 
robes, which at a diflance made a very pretty ap- 
pearance. 



Between the orcheftre and the commandant who 
fat at the door of his own apartment, they had 
eredled a poft, to which at the end of each dance, 
a warrior came and gave a blow with his battle- 
ax ; on this fignal followed profound filence, when 
this man proclaimed fome of his own valorous at- 
enlevements; and receiving afterwards the ap* 
plaufe of the company, he returned to his place, 
when the games begun again. This lafted four 
hours two for each nation, and I confefs I was far 
torn eing charmed with it, not only on account 
of the monotony and unpleafantnefs of the mufick. 
but alfo becaufe the whole of the dances confifted 

only 
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only of certain contorfions of the body, which in 
appearance were expreflive of nothing, and had no- 
""*8; thing diverting. 

wlji 

fe wlu: -phe feafl- made In honour of the new com- 

mandant; they however paid him none of thofe 
■5 fift honours mentioned in fome relations. They were 
ofineithcr feen to place him on a new mattrefs; nor to 
giJKmake him any prcfent, at leaft as far as I know, 
)u»g|i!nor did they place any feathers on his head, nor 
ifieloidid I fee them prefent him the calumet; and there 
of [jwerenot any men entirely naked painted all over their 
:rs, fa bodies, adorned with feather-i and Ifrings of warn- 
jffaiiipum, and holding a calumet in their hands. Per- 
:m airhaps thefe two nations have not any fuc.i cuftoms, 
theotor it may be, that Monf. de Montigny had ex- 
id, (tempted them from this part of the ceremony. I 
lllxxijobferved only from time to time all the fpedators 
y raifing great cries by way of applauding the dan- 
cers, efpecially during the dance of the Otchagras, 
„ jjirwho in the opinion of the French bore away all the 
‘ honour of the day. 

jjjjg I fliould probably have been more diverted by 
^feeing the dance of the Difcovery, This has more 
.jjlijadion than the former, and is much more ex- 
|,jj tPrelTive of the thing it is intended to reprefent. 
jujji_This is an image drawn to the life of all that pafles 
jlcrjin a warlike expedition ; and as I have already ob- 
jjl^fCTved, that the Indians generally think only of 
.■ .furprizing their enemies, it is no doubt for this 
,,'reafon, they have given this exercife the name 
y^,of the Difcovery. 

Be this as it will, one man always dances fingly 
'®!in it, advancing at firft (lowly towards the middle 
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of the place, where he remains for fome time moti- 
onlefs, after which he reprefeats in order the de- 
parture of the warriors ; their march encampments, 
the difcovery of the enemy, the approach towards 
them, the.lialt 4? it were in order to draw breath, 
when all of a fudden he falls into fuch a fury as if 
he were going to- kill all the world j when recovered 
from this traxice, he feizes fume perfon in the af. 
fembly as if he took him prifoner of war, feems to 
kill another, levels at a third, and laftly falls a run- 
ning at full fpced, when he flops and recovers 
himfelf ; this reprefents a retreat which is at M 
precipitate, but afterwards more at leifure. He 
tlien exprefies by different , cries, the different agita- 
tions in which he- was dur.ing his laft campaign, 
and concludes with relating all the fine exploits he 
l]as performed in war, 

. When' the dance of the Calumet has for its objed, 
a%, is generally the cafe, the conclufion of a peace, 
or pt lome treaty of alliance againft a common ene- 
my, they engrave a ferpent on the ftalk of the 
pipe, and near it is placed a plate, on which are 
reprclented two rpen of the two confederate nati- 
ons trampling upon an enemy, who is defigned by 
the mark of his nation, Sometimes inftead of the 
calumet they- make ufe of a battle-ax. But when 
the fubjedl of the treaty is only a fimple alli- 
ance, they reprefer^ two men holding each other 
by one haad and bearing in the other a calumet 
of peace, and having each at his fide the mark 
of his nation. In all thele treaties they giitt 
mutual pledges, fuch as collars of porcelain or 
wampum, calumets, Qaves : fometimes the hides 
of deer or eU<s well tawned, adorned with figures 
inat C O the. hair of the porcupine -, in which cafe, 
tea ove- mentioned circumft^nces are reprefented 

on 
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on thefe fkins, whether with the hair of the porcu- 

pine or fimple colours- 

ncaurt ^ 

oadi6 There are other dances which are more fimple, 
or which Teem to ha e no other view befides giving 
' the warriors opportunity of relating their own ex- 
f'CniK ploits. This is what the Indians covet above all 
30 iot things, and in doing of which they are never 
w.i weaned. He who gives the feaft, caul'es invite the 
lyiat’ whole village by b^it of drum ; and it is in his 
and: cabbin they alfemhle, .if it be capable of containing 
lichiii all the guefts. 'I’he warriors dance here by turns, 
Itifc afterwards they ftrike upon ihepoft, filcnce is pro- 
liffre claimed, when they lay any thing they have a mind, 
ill C 33 paufing from time to time in order to receive the 
K® congratulations of the Ipedtator^ who are not Iparing 
of incenfe. But if they perceive that any one boafts 
without grounds, any one is at liberty to take earth 
iforio; or alhes, and to fmear his head all over or to do 
jiiofi him any other affront they have a mind. The ge- 
coiBK neral way is to black his face, accofting him in thefe 
ftali words, “ This 1 dp to conceal your lhame ; for 
on “ the firft time you fee the face of an enemy, you 
ftte “ will become as pale as alhes.” Thus, it Icems to 
.jA be a received'maxim amongft all nation', that the 
fureft mark of a coward is boafting. He who has 
thus punilhed the recreant takes his place, and it 
jjj! he has the misfortune to fall into the fame fault 
the other is, fure to pay him back in kind. The 
® . greateft chiefs have no privilege above the common 

f X in this refpeft, and mull take all without murmu- 

dance is always performed in the night- 
time. 



in the welVem parts they have another fort of 
dance, which is called the Bufi'alo dance. 1 he dan- 
* / cers form leveral circles within each other, and the 
ft?' ■ f j mufick 
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jnufick which is always compofed of the drum and 
the chichikou^ is in the middle of the place. 
They take care never to feparate thofe of the fame 
family ; they do not hold one another by the hand 
and each carries his arms and buckler. The 
circles turn round different ways, and though there 
is much capering in which they fpring to a areat 
height, they are never out of time. 



Some chief of a family prefents his buckler at 
certain intervals : all of them ftrike upon it, and at 
each ftroke he calls to remembrance fome of his fa- 
mous exploits : he afterwards cuts a bit of tobacco 
from a port to which they take care to tie a certain 
quantity, which he gives to one of his friends. If 
any one can prove he has performed more famous 
exploits than he, or that he has had any fhare in 
thofe of which he has been boafting, he has a right 
to take away the tobacco of which he has juft made 
a prefent, and to give it to another. This dance is 
followed by a feaft ; but 1 do not well know 
whence It had the name it bears, if it does not 
bucklers on which they ftrike, 
which are covered with buffaloes hides. There 

nnLt ? prefcribed by their 

2enerallv°v ’ ^ut they are 

calculated ^P<-'ivious. There are fome of them 
To reladi^ for amufement, and which have 
form of a r ^bing. Thefe are always in the 

chkkLl" A 'u ^he dLm and 

men. Th^f women always apart from the 

their hands their arms in 

another though they have no hold of one 

to create no difficultv thp 

uimcujty, the mufick of the Indians 

/ confifting 
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confifting only of two or three notes, which arc 
eternally repeated. On this account one is apt to 
grow extremely weary at thofe fealls after the firft 
®-time, as they laft a great while, and as you hear al- 
’ ways the fame thing over again. 

As the nations in the neighbourhood of the Bay, 
if you except the Poutewatamies, are much rnore 
ignorant than the others, they are like wife much 
"^more addifted to all forts of fuperftition. Their 
iti‘principal divinities are the fun and thunder, and 
rf-they feem much more perfuaded than the nations 
'ft! which we frequent more, that every fpecies of ani- 
Umals has a genius that watches for the r preferva- 
aiition. A French man having one day thrown away 
eka moufe he had juft taken, a little girl took it up 
Unto eat it •, the father of the child who perceived it 
asi fnatched it from her, and fell a careffing the dead 
iili animal ; and the French man alking him the rea- 
sik fon of it : “ It is”, anfwered he, “ in order to 

il “ appeafe the genius of the mice, that they may 
d'o6 “ not torment my child after Ihe has eaten it.” 
ji After which he reftordd the animal to the girl who 
H eat it. 

If' 

They have above all things a prodigious vene- 
j(- ration for bears : when they happen to have 

jj. killed one, they make a feaft which is accompa- 
ijj nied with very fingular ceremonies. The head 
u of the bear, after being painted with all forts ofco* 
jj. lours, is fet during the repaft in a confpicuous place, 
ju where it receives the homage of all the guefts, 
j' who celebrate in fongs the praifes of the animal, 
. whilft they are tearing his body in pieces and re- 
galing themfelves with it. Thefe Indians, have 
not only like all the reft a cuftom of preparing 

themfelves 
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themfelves for great huntings by farting, which 
the Outagamies carry as tar fas ten days run- 
ning ; but alfo whilft the hunters are in the field 
they often oblige the children to fart, they ob- 
ferve the dreams they have during their falls 
and from them they draw good or evil omensi 
with refpe<5t to the iuccefs of the hunting. Tbt 
intention of thefe farts, is to appeafe the tutelarj 
genii of the animals they are going to hunt ; and 
they pretend that they make known in dreams, 
whether they are to oppofe or to be propitious to 
the hunters. 



The nation that has occafioned mort: difcourfein 
thefe weftern parts, for the laft twenty years, is 
that of the Outagamies. The natural ferocity oi 
thefe Indians foured by the repeated ill treatment 
they have received and fometimes imprudently 
enough ; and their alliance with the Iroquois, al- 
ways difjpoled to ftir up new enemies againft us, 
have rendered them formidable. They have fince 
become ftill more clofely connefted with the Sioux, 
3 numerous nation, and who have infenfibly be* 
cort^ warlike; which union renders almoft im- 
practicable at prefent the navigation of the whole 
upper Miffifippi. There is even very little fecu- 
nty in .failing on the river Illinois, at leaft if 
you are not provided againft a furprize to the 

great hurt of the trade between the two co- 
lonies. 



I met at the Bay fome Sioux, to whom I 
rnany queftions with refpea: to the countries Iv 
1 will north-weft of Canada ; and thoi 

th-r he 3 ^‘'^eral fenfe 

ndians tell us, yet by comparing w 
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Ithefe told me with what I have heard feveral others 
fay, I have good reafon to think, that there are in 
“'Jthis continent either Spanifh or fome other Euro- 
pean colonies much more to the north, than what 
"^we know of New-Mexico and of California, and that 
”‘after failing up the Miflburi as far as it is navi- 
gable, you come to a great river which runs weft- 
^ward, and difcharges itfelf into the South-Sea. And 
5even independent of this difcovery, which I believe 
eafier this way than towards the north, I cannot 
''1® doubt on account of the proofs which I have re- 
ceived from feveral hands, and which fuffici- 
ently well agree, that by endeavouring to pe- 
netrate to the fource of the Miffauri, we fhould 
find fufficient to indemnify us for the expence 
^ and fatigue which fuch an enterprize mull re- 
I quire. 

[Djui: 

aft- I am, &c. 
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letter XXL 



Departure from Michillimakinac. Ohfervations on 
the Currents in the Lakes. Chara£ier of the In« 
dians of Canada. ‘Their good and ill ^alities. 

Lake Michigan^ July 31, 1721. 

Madam., 

I Set out the day before yefterday, and am now 
confined to a little namelefs ifiand ; a canoe 
which is come from the river St. Jofeph where I 
am going, cannot ftir any more than we, although 
the wind is favourable, but it being in our opinion 
very fqually and the lake being extremely agitated, 
I am thereby furnilhed with an opportunity of 
writing to you. 

Though the wind was contrary on the 29th 
when we embarked, we however advanced full 
eight leagues that day, which is a proof that we 
were helped along by the currents ; I had before 
obferved the fame thing on my firft entering the 
bay, and was much furprized at it. There is no 
doubt that this bay, which is a Cul de Sac, dif- 
charges itfelf into lake Michigan ; and lake Michi- 
gan, which is alfo a Cul de Sac, difeharges itfelf 



/ 
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into lake Huron, and the more fo asijoth, I mean 
lake Michigan and the bay, receive feveral rivers' 
lake Michigan efpecially, which receives a va|| 
number of them, fome of which are no way in. 
ferior to the Seine, but thefe great currents ar; 
only perceived in the middle of the channel, and 
produce on both fhores eddies or counter currents 
of which thofe who fail in fliore take advantaoe’ 
as all who fail in canoes of bark are obliged*to 
do. 
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I advanced at firft five leagues weftward inair. 
der to make lake Michigan j afterwards I turned 
towards the fouth, which is the only courfe »; 
had to fleer for a hundred leagues, as far as tke 
river St. Jofeph. Nothing can be finer than thi ! 
country which feparates lake Michigan from lake ,, 
Huron. I yefterday advanced three leagues farther, .■ 
and a ftrong wind obliged us to flop at this ifland; 

I fhall try to divert myfelf by continuing the ac- 
count of the charadler of the natives of this vat 
country, of which 1 have already travelled ovai 
confiderable part. 



The Indians of Canada are generally well madt 
and of an advantageous flature ; there are foni{ 
nations however, where it is no new thing to fe 
perfons of a middling fize, but it is extremely fo 
to meet with any whp arc decrcpid, or who han 
any external deformity ; they are robufl andola 
Itrong and healthy, confiitution ; they would al 
be very long-lived did they take a little more can 
of thcmfe.ves ; but moll part of them ruin thci: 
conftjtunons by forced marches, byexceffivefaft- 

riL?? • i befides thatdu- 

inr? Infancy they often go barefoot in water, 
nd even upon fnow and ice ; the Ipirituous li- 
5 quors 






it,K quors which the Europeans have fupplied them 
jfj,, with, and for which they entertain a palTion, or 
rather a fury which exceeds all expreflion, and 
which they never drink but on purpofe to get 
(i drunk, have almoft ruined them, and have not a 
little contributed to the depopulation of all the 
, 1 . ? Indian nations, who are at prefent reduced ’to lefs 
'*1' than the twentieth part of what they were one 
hundred and fifty years ago. If this continues we 
fhall certainly fee them entirely difappear. 
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Their bodies are not conftrained in the cradle like 
ours, and nothing is more proper to render them 
agile, and to give them that fupplenefs in all their 
members, which we fo much admire in them, 
than this liberty, and the exercifes which they are 
accuftomed from their earlieft infancy ; the mo- 
thers fuckle them a great while, and we fometimes 
fee children of fix or feven years of age which ftill 
fuck their mothers *, this hinders not their giving 
them all forts of nourifliment from the firft years : 
laltly, the free and open air to which they are con- 
ftantly expofed •, the fatigues they are made to un- 
dergo, but by gentle degrees and in a manner pro- 
portioned to their age ; their food which is fimple 
and natural ; all thefe contribute to form bodies 
capable of doing and fuffering incredible things, 
but which are puflied to an extravagance which I 
have already faid, carries off not a few before the 
age of maturity. Some have been known, after 
having their ftomachs ftretched four fingers with 
eating, ftill to eat on with as voracious an appetite 
as if they had only juft begun ; when they find 
themfelves overloaded they fall to fmoaking, and 
afterwards fall afleep, and at their waking find 
their digeftion compleated •, fometimes they only 
fee themfelves a vomiting, after which they return 
to the combat quite frelh. 






In 



J 

( 8o ) 

In the fouthern countries they fcarce obferVe any 
mean with refpedl to the women, who are no lefs 
prone to lafcivioufnefs ; from hence comes that 
corruption of manners, which has infefted the 
northern nations feme years fince ; the Iroquois in 
particular had the reputation of chaftity before 
they had any commerce with the Illinois, and the 
other nations in the neighbourhood of Louifiana ■ 
they have gained nothing by the acquaintance ex- 
cept becoming like them. It muft be confefled 
that effeminacy and lubricity were carried to the 
greateft excefs in thofe parts ; men were feen to 
wear the drefs of women without a blufh, and to 
debafe themfelves fo as to perform thofe occu- 
pations which are moft peculiar to the fex, from 
whence followed a corruption of morals paft all 
exprelfion •, it was pretended that this cuftom came 
fro n I know not what principle of religion ; but 
this religion had like many others taken its birth in 
the depravation of the heart, or if the cuftom 1 
Ipeak of had its beginning in the fpirit, it has ended 
in the flefh ; thefe effeminate perfons never marryi 
and abandon themfelves to the moft infamous 
pafTions, for which caufe they are lield in the moft 
lovereign contempt. 



On the other hand the women though ftrong 
and robuft are far from being fruitful ; befides the 
reafons I have already mentioned, to wit, the 
tune they allow for the fuckling of their children, 
their cuftom of not cohabiting with their hufbands 
hat time, and the exceffive labour they are 
bhpd to undergo in whatever fituation they 
pft"hi;rr!*.i 5” proceeds likewife from a cuftom 
men ar^ f places, by which young wo- 

marriao-p proftitute themfelves before 

mage ; add to this the extreme mifery to which 

they 
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they are often reduced, and which extinguifhes in 
'^1 them all defire of having children. 

COUt 

It is bcfides certain that they have great advan- 
tages over us, and I hold for the firft of all the ex- 
treme perfedion of their fenfes over us both in- 
ternal and external. In fpite of the fnow which 
dazles them, and the fmoak with which they are 
pellered for fix months of the year, their fight 
continues in all its vigor } they have the fenfe of 
hearing extremely acute, and their fmelling is fo ex- 
quifite, that they fmell fire at a great diltance ; for 
this reafon it is that they cannot I'ufFer the fmell 
of mufk, or any other ftrong fcentj and it is even 
pretended that no fmell is agreeable to them, ex- 
cept that of eatables. 
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Their imagination is a fort of prodigy, it fuffices 
them to have been once in a place to have an exa£t 
idea of it, which is never effaced •, let a foreft be 
ever fo vaft and untrodden they will crofs it with- 
out wandering out of the way, if they have made 
their obfervations right at fetting out. The inhabi- 
tants of Acadia, and places in the neighbourhood 
of the gulph of St. Laurence, have often failed 
in their canoes of bark, to make a defcent in the 
country of Labrador, in queft of their enemies the 
Efkimaux ; they have gone thirty or forty leagues 
out in the open fea without any compafs, and hava 
landed precifely at the place intended. In the moft 
cloudy weather they will follow the fun for feveral 
days, without miftaking ; the exadteft fun-dial 
would not inform us better of the courfe of that 
beautiful flar, than they will do by the infpedlion 
of the heavens only j thus let us do what we will 
to put them out of their way, it is very rare they 
miftake their road. They are bom with this ta- 
VoL. II. G j lent, 
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lent, ib that it is not the fruit of their ohf rvatiom 
or of long cuftom. Children who have never been 
out of their village, will travel equally well with 
thole who have been all over the country. 

The beauty of their imagination equals its vi- 
vacity, which appears in all their difcourfe r they 
are very quick at repartees, and their harangues 
are full of fhining paiTages, which would have 
been applauded at Rome and Athens. Their elo- 
quence has a ftrength, nature, and pathos, which no 
art can give, and which the Greeks admired intht 
barbarians •, and though this is fupported by none 
of the aftion of an orator, and though they never 
raife their voice to any confiderabk pitch, yet you 
perceive that they are affefted with what thcyliiy, 
and they perfuade. 

It wexild be really furprizing if with fo finen 
imagination, they had not alfo an excellent me- 
mory. They are without all thefe helps which we 
have invented to eafe our memory, or to fupplf 
the want of it*, yet you cannot imagine whatso 
infinite number of different topicks, with an 
immenfe detail of circumftanccs, and an amaz- 
ing order, are handled in their councils. On 
fome occafions however they make ufe of littk 
flicks, to remind them of the different articio 
they have to difeufs *, and with eafe they forma 
kind of local memory, and that fo furc and in- 
fallible, that they will fpeak for four or five hours 
together, and difplay twenty different prefents, 
each of which requires an entire difcourfe, without 
forgetting any thing, and even without befitation. 
Their narration is neat and precife; and though thuy 
life a great many allegories and other figures, ytt 
it is lively, and has all the beauties which thdr 
language affords. 



They 
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m ^ *oJid judgment, and come 

illy -: to the point, without the leaft flop or de- 

ctn, They cafily conceive whatever is within 

their reach, i)ut it would require a long time and 
m labour, to put them in a condition of fuc- 

ifcowi with which they have hitherto 

leirb and whereof they have not the fmalleft 

1 SCI/' » and the more fo as they have a fovereign 

isTk whatever is not neceflary, that is to 

ten ^^at which we hold in the greateft efti- 

idrac would alfo be no eafy matter to render 

inrt/fl- conftraint, or to applying to things 

inliil* P^*^^ y fpiritual, or which they look upon as ufe- 
° , 1^1^- As for thofe which they imagine of confe- 
)2^<juence, they obferve the greateft care and delibe- 
ration ; and in proportion as they difcover phelgm 
in confidering before they have taken their mea- 
fures they teftify vivacity and ardour in the exe- 
Wilt cution ; this is remarked in an efpecial manner in 
eicd: the Hurons and Iroquois. They are not only quick 
lelpst but alfo very ingenious, and fmart in their repar- 
cm tees. An Cutaway called John le Blanc, who was 
lagiiK'a bad chriftian and a great drunkard, on beino- 
ks, r afked by the Count de Frontenac, what he thouc^ht 
d* the brandy he was fo fond of was made of, °he 
:oi)iKi faid, of tongues and hearts ; for, added he, after 1 
;ufcihave drank of it I fear nothing, and I talk like 
Fcrti!! an angel. 

? tllfj 

f„, Moft of them have really a noblenefs of foul 
offe and a conftancy of mind, at which we rarely ar- 
r<c!f with all the affiftance of philofophy and re- 
prit.' Always mafters of themfclves in the moft 

ludden reverfes of fortune, not the fmalleft alter- 
ilte even in their countenances ; a pri- 

•ff knows what is to be the end of his cap- 

or what is perhaps more furprizing, who is 
G 2 (till 
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ftill uncertein of his fate, loles not one Cjuartet of 
an hour of his reftj and even the tirft .and moft „ 
fudden fhocks of paflion never furprize them. A « 
Huron captain was one day infulted and ftruck by 
a young man, and the by-ltanders going to punilli 
this infolence on the fpot ; Let him alone, replied ^ 

the captain, did you not perceive the earth to , 

quake, by that he his fufRciently warned of his j 
folly. \ 

Their conftancy in torments is beyond all ex- 
preffion. A young woman fliall be a whole day in 
labour without a fliriek ; fliould Ihe difcoverthe 
lead weaknefs fhe would be held unworthy the 
name of mother, as being only capable of bring- j 
ing forth cowards. Nothing is more common than j 
to fee perfons of every age and lex fuffer for feve- j 
ral hours, and even fometimes for feveral days to- 
gether, all the torments which fire, or the moft 
infatiable fury can inflidl or invent, in order to 
render them the more exquifite, without fo much 
as a groan they are even moft commonly em- 
ployed during their torture in provoking their ex- . 
• ecutioners by the moft gauling reproaches. 

An Out.igamie, whom the Illinois were burning 
with the utmoft barbarity, having perceived a 
Frenchman amongft the fpedators, begged him 
to have the goodnefs to afiift his enemies in tor- 
menting him ; and upon the other’s afking him 
the reafon of this requeft, “ It is, anfwered he, 

“ becaufe I fhould then have the confolation of 
“ dying by the hands of a man.” “ My greateft | 

“ regret-, added he, is that I have never killed a , 

man. But, returned an Illinois, you have killed 
luch and fuch perfons. “ As for the- Illinois, re- 








irlijv " plied the patient, I have killed a fufRcient num- 
" ber ot them, but 1 do not reckon thefe to be 

dk “ 

mg to: 

What I have remarked elfewhere in order to 
diminini the furprize which fuch an inienfibility 
fatTfi occafion, hinders us not from acknow- 

ledging an extraordinary courage in them. But 
however, in order to elevate the foul to fuch a de- 
gree, beyond all fenfe of feeling, requires an 
effort of which vulgar fouls are utterly incapable ; 
this the Indians exercife themfelves in during their 
^ whole lives, and accuftom their children to it 
from their tenderefl: infancy. Little boys and girls 
have been feen to tie themfelves together by an 
* arm, and to put between a red coal to fee who 
fliould (brink firft. Laftly, we muft alfo agree, 
that according to the remark of Cicero, the ha- 
, orP bit of labour renders torments the more fuppor- 
l)HiJ table. Now there is not perhaps in the whole 
ioit: world a people, who endure more fatigue than the 
jniiii Indians, both in their huntings and voyages. In 
ikingi a word, what proves this infenfibility in thefe bar- 
iciis. barians, to be the effedt of true courage is, that 
all of them are not equally pofTeffed of it. 
m' 

r [»c It is no wonder that with fuch a firmnefs of 
mind, and with fentiments fo elevated, the Indians 
ntiiiii fhould be intrepid in the midft of danger, and of 
jfc a courage which nothing can fiiake j it is never- 
211IC thelefs true, that in their wars they expofe them- 
oiifok felves as little as poffible, only becaufe they place 
‘Mj: their glory in never buying vidlory too dear, and 
if^i that as their nations are thin of people, they have 
mlic adopted this maxim to weaken themfelves as little 
.ji} as pofllble ; but when they are under a neceffity of 
fighting, they behave like lions, and the fight of 

G 2 their. 
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their blood fervcs only to infpire them with new 
ftrength and courage. They have been feveral times 
in aftion in company with our bravoes, who have 
feen them perform exploits almoft incredible. 

A miffionary being accompanied by fome Abe- 
naquis in an expedition againft New England, and 
perceiving that they were purfued by a great body 
of Englifii in their retreat, did all he could to 
caufe them to make more hafte, but to no pur- 
pofe ; all the anfwer he received was, that they did 
not fear fuch people as thefe. The Englifli at 
length appeared, and were at leaft twenty to one. 
The Indians, without being at all intimidated, firft 
placed the father in fafety, and afterwards' went 
to wait for the enemy in a field, in which there 
was only the trunks of fome trees. The combat 
lafted almoft the whole day j the Abenaquis loft 
not a man, and put the Englifh to flight, after 
having covered the field with dead bodies. I had 
this fadb from father Vincent Bigot, who was the 
miffionary in queftion. 



But what is infinitely furprizing in men, whofe 

whole exterior difeovers nothing but the barbarian, 

IS to fee them treat one another with a gentlenefs 

and a refpeft unknown to the common people in 

t e moft polite nations. This no doubt proceeds 

from this, that meum and tuum, thefe cold words, 

as bt. Chryloftom calls them, but which whilft 

hey extinguiffi m our hearts the fire of charity, 

kindle up m them that of covetoufnefs, are not as 

Indians. We are no lefs 

which ^atural and unaffedfed gravity, 

J their Sr' 'r "nd even! moft 

and that franknefs, 

and that deference they difeover towards their 

equals, 
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equals, and the refpeft ftiewn by young people to 
old age ; and iaftly, that we never lee them m their 
quarrels make ufe of any indecent expreffions, and 
thofe oaths fo common amongft us ; all ot them 
proofs of their good fenfe and moderation. 

I have told your Grace that it is a maxim a- 
dopted amongft them, and of which they arc 
iealous above all things, that one man owes no- 
thins to another : but from this evil principle they 
derive a very good confequence, to wit, that we 
inuft never injure a perfon who has not offended 
us There wants only to compleat their happineft 
to’ do between nation and nation, as they almoft 
always do between man and man j and never to 
attack a people who have given them no grounds 
of complaint, and not to pufh their tlurft o ven- 
geance fo very far. 

We muft however agree that what we moft ad- 
mire in the Indians is not always to be attributed' 
to pure virtue ; that their natural difpofition and 
their vanity, have a great lhare in it, and that 
their brighteft qualities are obfeured by great vi- 
ces Thele very men who appear to us fo very con- 
temptible at firft fight, hold all the reft of 
in the sreateft contempt ; and have the highelt 
notion of themfelvcs. The proudeft of all were 
the Hurons, till fuccefs puffed up the Iroquois and 
infpired them with a haughtinefs, which nothing 
has hitherto been able to tame, together with a 
brutal ferocity which always conftituted their cbier 
characteriftick. 

On the other hand thefe people, fo haughty and 
fo iealous of their liberty, are beyond imagination 

Q A flaves 
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flaves to human refpe<5t : they are alfo accufed of 
being light and inconftant but this is rather 
owing to the fpirit of independance than to their 
natural charafter, as I have already remarked of 
the Canadians. They are ' eafily offended, jealous 
and fufpicious, efpecially of us Frenchmen ; trea- 
cherous when it is for their intereft •» great dif- 
femblers, and exceeding vindiffive •, no length of 
time extinguifhes in them the third: of vengeance; 
this is the deareft inheritance they leave to their 
children, and is tranfmitted from generation to 
generation, till an occafion is found to put it in 
execution. 



With refpect to the qualities of the heart, the 
Indians do not value themfelves much upon them, 
or, to fpeak more properly, have no virtues in 
them ; they feem even incapable of confidering 
them in this light j friendihip, compaffion, gra- 
titude, attachment, are all known to them in fome 
degree, but proceed not from the heart, and are in 
them lefs the effedl of a good natural dilpofition, 
than of refledlion. Their care of orphans, wi- 
dows and infirm perfons, the hofpitality which 
they exercile in fo admirable a manner, are in 
them no more than a confequence of a per- 
fuafion, that all ought to be in common a- 
niongft men. Fathers and mothers have an af- 
fe_(ion for their children which extends even to 
weaknefs, but which never induces them to render 

nuMj which appears purely animal, 

hildren on their fide fhew no return of natural 
ove or their parents, and even fometimes treat 
t^hem with indignity, efpeqially their fathers. I 
ave een told examples of it which ftrike us with 
error, an which I cannot relate ; that which 
follows was pubhckly known. 

An 
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An Iroquois who had ferved a long time in pur 
troops againft his own nation, and even in quality 
oF an officer, met his father in an engagement, and 
was going to run him through, when he difeover- 
cd who he was. He ftopt, and accofted him in this 
manner, “ You have once given me life, and I 
T- “ have this clay returned the obligation ; but 
'h have a care of meeting me another time, as I 

wa am now quit of that debt of nature which I 
'iti “ owed you.” Nothing can be a ftronger proof 
of the neceffity of education, and that nature a- 
I ft lone is incapable of inftruding us fufficiently in the 
mofl: effential duties of life : and what, if I ani 

not deceived, is a more evident demonftration o^ 
kr the foperior fandity of the chriftian religion is, 
ipoi: that it has produced in the heart of thefe barba- 
m rians, in all thefe refpeds, a change which is per- 
:oE fedly wonderful, 
in 

u;; But if the Indians are incapable of tailing the 
111: fweets of friend ffiip, they have at leaft difdovered 
i|w the advantage of it. Every one has a friend nearly 
the fame age with himfelf, to whom he attaches 
jl,; himfelf by the mofl indiflbluble bonds. Two 
f'f perfons thus united by one common intereft, are 
capable of undertaking and hazarding every thing 
jg in order to aid and mutually fuccour each other ; 

death itfelf, according to their belief, can only fepa- 
^ race them for a time : they are well alfured of 

meeting again in the other world never to part, 
^ where they are perfuaded they will have occafion 
^ for the fame fervices from one another. 

° I have been told a (lory on this head, that an In- 
’ dian who was a Chriftian, but who did not live ac- 
, cording to the maxims of the gofpel, and who being 

threatened 
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threatened with hell by a Jefuit, afleed this mif- 
fionary, whether he thought his friend who was 
lately departed had gone into that place of torment: 
the father anfwered him, riiat he had good grounds 
to think that the Lord had had mercy upon him : 
Then 1 wont go neither, replied the Indian and 
this motive brought him to do every thing that was 
defired of him ; that is to fay, that he would have 
been full as willing to go to hell as to heaven had 
h% thought to find his companion there ; but 
God makes ufe of every thing for the falvution of 
his elea. The;y add, that thde friends when they 
happen to be at a diftance from each other, reci- 
procally invoke one another in ail dangers ; but 
this, no doubt, ought to be underftood of their tute- 
lary genii. Prefents are the ties of thefe afibcia- 
tions, which are ftrengthened by intereft and their 
mutual neceflities •, and the affiftance they afford 
may be certainly depended on in almoft every calc. 
Some pretend that thefe friendfhips open a door to 
certain irregularities ; but I have good grounds 
to think, that this is at leaft far from being ge- 
neral. 

The colour of the Indians does not, as many 
believe, conftitute a third fpecies of men between 
the blacks and whites. They are very tawny and 
of a dirty and obfeure red, which is more fen- 
fible in Florida, of which Louifiana makes a 
part ; but this is not natural to them. The fre- 
quent fritfions they ufe, is what gives them this 
copper complexion, and it is really wonderful 
that they are not (fill blacker, being continually 
expofed to the fraoke in winter, and to the great- 
eft heats of the fun in fummer, and at all feafons 
to all the intemperance of the air. 
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It is not fo eafy to give a reafon why, except .the 
hair of their head which is univerfally jet blaclc, 
and their eye-lafiies and eye-brows, which fome of 
them even pluck out, they have not a fingle hair 
on their whole body. Almoft all the Americans 
are in the fame fituation. What is ftill more fur- 
prizing is, that their children are born with a long 
thin hair all over their bodies, but which difap- 
pears in eight days. We fee alfo fome ftrag^ng 
hairs on the chins of old men, as it hap>pens 
amongft us to women of a certain age. Some at- 
tribute this Angularity to the conftant cuftom the 
Americans of both fexes have of fmoaking : what 
others alledge feems to me more natural, which 
is, that this proceeds from the quality of their 
blood, which being purer by reafon of the fim- 
plicity of their food, produces fewer of thofe fu- 
perfluities which our thicker blood occafions in fo 
great an abundance *, or that having fewer falts it 
is lefs proper for this fort of produdions. There 
is at lead no room to doubt that it is owing to this 
fimplicity of their diet, that the Indians are fo 
nimble of foot. I have feen an iflander from the 
neighbourhood of Japan, who having never tailed 
bread, affured me, that he could with eafe have 
travelled on foot thirty leagues a day for a con- 
tinuance •, but that after beginning to make ufe 
of it, he could no longer perform it with the 
fame eafe. 



Tb 

til® What is certain is, that our Indians hold it as a 
K038 Angular beauty to have no hair except on their 
[jiiiir heads only ; and that if any happens fometimes to 
itk? oil ^heir chin they pluck it out immediately ; 
,j|j) that the Europeans when they Arft faw them, 
appeared hideous to them on account of their long 
4 beards 
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beards which It was then the fafhion to wear; 
that they did not like our white colour ; and that 
the flelh of the French and Englifli feemed of a 
difagreeable tafte to them, becaufe of its faltnefs. ^ 
Thus, Madam, the idea which was formerly en- 
tertained in Europe of the Indians, who were 
reprefented there like men all covered with hair, 
not only differs from the truth in every parti- 
cular, but is alio precifely the fame which they 
at firft entertained of us, as they believed that 
our bodies were as hairy all over as the chin and 
bread of fome perfons. 



' I have the honour to be, &c. 
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V(^<age to the River St. Jofeph. Ohfervations with 
refpeH to the Rivers which fall into Lake Mi- 
chigan on the eajlern Side. Of Father 
river., and of the Origin of this Name. Of the 
Games of the Indians. Some particulars of the Cha- 
racter of thefe Nations. 

River St. Jofeph, Jugujl i 6 , 1721. 

Madam, 

I T was eight days yefterday fince I arrived at this 
poll, where we have a miflion, and where there ” 
is a commandant with a fmall garrifon. The com- 
mandant’s houfe, which is but a very forry one, is 
called the fort, from its being furrounded with an 
indifferent pallifado, which is pretty near the cafe 
in all the reft, except the forts Chambly and Cataro- 
couy, which are real fortreffes. There are how- 
ever in almoft every one of them fome few can- 
nons or pateraroes, which in cafe of neceffity are fuf- 
ficient to hinder a furprize and to keep the Indians 
;jj in refpedl. 
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We have here two villages of Indians, one of 
the Miamis and the other of the Foutewatamies, ^ 
both of them moftly Chriftians ; but as they have ' 

been for a long time widiout any paftors, the mif. f 

■fionary who has lately been fent them, will have ^ 
no fmall difficulty in bringing them back to the ^ 
exercile of their religion. The river of St. Jofeph ^ 
comes from the fouth-eaft, and difcharges itfelf in- f 

to the bottom of lake Michigan, the eafti-rn fhore 
of which is a hundred leagues in length, and which ’ 
you are obliged to fail along before you come to the 
entry of this river. You afterward' fail up twenty 
leagues in it before you reach the fort, which na- 
vigation requires great precautions ; becaufe when 
the wind is large, that is to fay wefterly, which 
frequently prevails here, the waves extend the ! 
whole length of the lake. There is alfb good ^ 
ground to believe, that the great number of rivers ' 
which difeharge themfelves into the lake on the 
eallern fide, contribute much by the ffiock of their 
currents againft the waves to render this voyage 
dangerous : what is certain is, that there are few 

places in all Canada where there are more (hip- 
wrecks. But I return to my journal where 1 left 
off. 

On the firft of Auguft, after having croffed un- 
der fail a bay which is thirty leagues in depth, I 
left on my right ks ijles de Cajlor, or Beaver 
iflands, which feem to me very well wooded; and fome 
leagues . farther on the left, I joerceived on a fandy 
eminence a kind of grove or thicket, which when 
you are abreaft of it, has the figure of an animal 
lying down: the French call this the Sleeping, and 
the Indians the Couching Bear. I advanced twenty 
leagues this day and encamped in a little ifland) 
which lies in 44. deg. 30 min. north latitude, be- 
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!,» ing nearly under the fame parallel with Montreal. 
If' From the entry of the lake Michigan as far as this 
tk]! iOand, the coaft is very fandy ; but after you have 
, it got ever fo fmall a diftance up the country it appears 
»1. extremely beautiful, at leaft if we may judge of it 
ck:; by the magnificent forefts with which it is covered. 
St.]- It is befides extremely well watered and we made 
siti not a fingle league without difcovering either fome 
ii.rii' large rivulet or fine river j and the more you ad- 
anit vance to the fouth the larger the rivers, and they 
omt! likewife come from a greater diftance, the peninfula 
upj which feparates lake Michigan from lake Huron, 
growing broader in proportion as you advance to- 
taudi wards the fouth. Moft part however of thefe ri- 
, vers are but of an indifferent breadth, and have no 
tjBj: great depth at their mouth. There is one fingular cir- 
cumftance attends them which is, that almoft im- 
jjjjj, mediately after you have entered them, you meet 
with lakes of two, three, or four leagues in circuit j 
which comes no doubt from the great quantity of 
land which they carry down with them ; thefe 
fands being driven back by the waves of the lake, 
which come almoft conftantly from the weft, gather 
in heaps at the mouth of the rivers, the waters of 
which are ftopt by thefe dykes which they with dif- 
ficulty get paft, and fo by degrees hollow out thefe 
«. lakes or pools, which hinder the country from be- 
ing laid under vvatcr, on the melting of the fnows. 
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On the 3d I entered the river of Father Mar- 
quette^ in order to examine whether what I had been 
told of it was true. This is at fiift entring it, no 
more than a brook •, but fifteen paces higher you 
enter a lake which is near two leagues in circuit. 
In order to make way for its difeharge into lake 
Michigan, one would imagine that a great Hum- 
•mock which you leave on the left as yog enter, had 

been 
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been dug through’; and on the right the coafl: is 
very low for the fpacc of a good mufket-lhot, af- 
terwards all of a fudden it rifes to a very great ) 
height. It had adlually been reprefented to me as i 
fuch, and on that head, the following is the con- k 
ftant tradition of all our travellers, and what and- k 
ent miflionaries have cold me. c. 

c 

Father Jofeph Marquette, a nativ-e of Laon is t 
Picardy, where his family ftill maintains a dillin- t 
guiflied rank, was one of the moll illuftrious mif- 
Sonaries of New-France. This perfon travelled 
over almoft all the countries in it, and made fcve- 
ral important difcoveries, the laft of which was that 
of the Miffifippi, which he entered with the Sieur j 
Joliet in 1673. Two years after this difcovery, an [ 
account of which he has publilhed, as he was go- d 
ing from Chicagou, which is at the bottom of ^ 
lake Michigan, to Michillimakinac, he entered 
on the 1 8th day of May 1675 the river in queftion, 
the mouth of which was then at the extremity of 
the low ground, which as I have already taken 
notice, you leave on the right hand as you enter. I: 
Here he erected his altar and faid mafs. He went 1 
afterwards to a fmall diftance in order to render 
thanks, and begged the two men that conduced his 
canoe to leave him alone for half an hour. This 
time having part they went to feek him, and were 
furprized to find him dead ; they called to mind 
however, that on entering the river he had let drop 
an expreflion that he fhould end his days at this 
place. I 

i 

However, as it was too far to carry his body f 
from thence to Michillimakinac, they buried him \ 
near the bank of the river, which from that time e 

has retired by degrees, as out of refpedl to his re» { 

mains, 



w 



* mains, as far as the cape, the foot of which It now 
wa/hes, and where it has opened itfelf a new paf* 
dto’ "^he year following, one of the perfons who 

, had paid the laft offices to this fcrvant of God, 

'till! place where they had buried him, 

“*• took what remained of him, and carried it to Mi- 
chillimakinac. I have not been able to learn, or 
nfi.. ^ have forgot, the name this river formerly 
' bore : but at this day the Indians always call it 

the river of the black robe, for thus the Indians 
bitno! term the jefuits. They call the fccular clergy 
m K White-bands as they do the recollets Grey-goivns. 
rni, The French call this river Father Marquette’s ri- 
ic K ver, and never fail to call upon him when they are 
® m in any danger on lake Michigan. Several of them 
d'te have affirmed, that they believed themfelves in- 
1 He-debtcd to his interceffion for having efcaped very 
lebea great dangers. or / 
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1 advanced three leagues farther that day* and 
and pitched my camp at the mouth of the river 
5t. Nicholas, on the banks of a fine lake, longer 
but not quite fo broad as the former. -I found 
here great numbers of red and white pines, the 

TOoni rougheft bark, but the 

0 t em IS the better of the two, and from it 
ffiues a gum of tolerable finenefs •, the former 
^ hnoother bark but the wood is heavier : 

beft is made, the 

-C ' ° pitch. I had a pleafant enough voyage 

y late on the 6th or very early on the 7th, for 
It was about midnight when we arnved^at this 
pace; having taken two full hours rett on the 
banks of the lake of the Black River, which is 

where "Le 

Vot II root galled gingfeng. 
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The river of St. Jofeph has more than an hun- 
dred leagues of courfe, its fource being at no great 
diftance°from lake Erie ; it is navigable for four- 
fcore leagues, and on the 2 5 th as I was failing up to- 
wards the fort, I faw nothing but excellent lands co- | 
vered with trees of a prodigious height, under < 
which there grows in fome places very fine capil- 
laire. I was two days in getting hither, but on 
the evening of the firft day 1 run a very great rifque 
of putting an end to all my travels ; I was taken 
for a bear, and had very near been killed on this 
footing by one of my condudtors : it happened in 
this manner. 

After fupper and prayers were over, it being very 
not, I went to take a walk along the banks of the 
river. A fpaniel which followed me wherever 1 
went, happened to plunge into the water in quell 
of fomet|iing I had thrown into it without thinking; 
my people who believed me retired to reft, and the 
more fo as it was very late and the night dark, 
hearing the noife this creature made, took it into 
their head, that it was a roebuck fwimming acrols 
the river, two of them immediately fet out witli 
their mufkets loaded ; by good luck for me, one 
of the two who was a hair-brained fellow was 
called back by the reft for fear he Ihould caufe 
them mifs their prey, but his hair-brainednet 
might very eafily have caufed him not to inili 
me., 

The other advancing flowly perceived me ^ 
the diftance of twenty paces from him, and made 
no doubt that it was a bear ftanding on its hind 
legs, as thefe animals always do on their hearing 
any noife. With this notion the huntfman cocks 
his piece in which he had put three balls, ^ 

couching 
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It no! clofe to the ground, approached me as 

Itfoti poffihle,. He was juft going to fire, when 

. ‘ 1 likewile began to think I faw fomcwhat, but 
6^ without being able to diftinguifh what it was. As 
, ® I could nor doubt however that this muft be fome 
= of my people I alked him whether he took me for 
a bear ; he made no anfwer, and when I came up 
* to him I found him quite fpeechlefs, and like a per- 
0^'“ fon feized with horror at the thoughts of what he 
• u ' going to tio. His comrades afterwards told me 
Md aji happened, 

happc 

The river St. Jofeph is fo commodious for the 
. commerce of all parts of Canada, that it is no won- 
'.itw der it has always been much frequented by the In- 
ebsi; dians. Befides it waters an extreme fertile country, 
ne c but this is not what thefe people efteem it moft for 
m It is even great pity to give them good lands i 
hoBi which they either make no ufe of at all, or foon 
total run out by fowing maize on them; The Mafcou- 
le ni^ tins had not long fince a fettlement on this river 
tool but have returned back to their own country which 
rimfi is faid to be ftill finer than this. The Poutewata- 
y far mies have occupied fucceffively feveral pofts here 
:kf«i where they ftill are-, their village is on the fame 
edtt fide with the fort, a little below it and on a very 
e lit fine fpot of ground : that of the Miamis is on the 
other fide of the river. 

Thefe Indians, who have from the earlieft times 
applied themfelves more than others to the ftudy 
.fctift- of medicine, make great account of the root gin/- 
lifflif' perfuaded that this plant has the 

DgM of rendering women fruitful. I do not be- 

heve however that it is for this reafon they have 

uiidj' ^*'^5 P. j ^ Abefoatchenza which fignifies 

a child-. It owes this name at leaft amongft the 

' H 2 Iroquois 
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Iroquois to the figure of its root Your Grace 
has no doubt feen wh;.t Father Saffitau who firft 
brought It into France, has written of it under the 
name Aureliam Canadenfis : it is at leaft in Ihape 
exadlly the fame with that which comes rrom , 
China, and which the Chinefe bring from Corea and 
Tartary. The name they give it, and which hg- 
nifies the Ukenefs of man ; the virtues attributed 
to it, and which have been experienced in Canada 
by iuch as have ufed it, and the conformity of 
the climate ^ are a ftrong prefumption that 
did we only believe it to come from China, it 
would be as much efteemed as that which the Chi- 
nefcfell us. And perhaps too it owes its little 
credit amongft us, to its growing in a country which 
belongs to us, and that it wants the advantage of 
being in every refpefl a foreign commodity. 



Sailing up the river St. Jofeph I remarked fome 
trees which I had not feen any where elfe. The 
moft fing liar ot thefe, and which I at firft took for 
an afh by its leaves^ grows to an extreme ihicknefs, 
and bears a fort of bran very beautiful to the eye, 
but which by being boiled become always harder 
and harder, fo that it has been impoflible to make 
any uie of them. The fields round the fort arc 
covered with fadafras to fuch a degree, that the air 
is perfumed with them. Th\s is not a large tree as 
in Carolina but a fmall ftirub creeping almoft on 
the ground, and perhaps thefe are only the fhoots 
of the trees which have been cut down in order 
to clear the c:round round the fort and Indian towns. 

^ Here 



^ * The black river is in 4 deg. 50 min. that is in the hnic 

I ^ latitude with the place whence the gingfeng of Corea is brought 

; ; |i for the ufe of the emperor ot China. Some of it has been fent to 

i China, and after being prepared by the Chinele, has been by 

; y; them fold as coming from Corea or Tartary. Befides, this pre- 

pafacioD adds nothing to its value. 



( JOI ) 

Here are a great number of fimples which the 
Indians' are faid to ufe at a venture, without any 
other principle than a few flight experiments, which 
lead them fometimes into confidcrable miftakes; 
for the fame remedies do not always aft in the fame 
manner on every conflitution, even when affefted 
with the fame diftemper ; but thefe people are in- 
capable of making fuch diftinftions. There^ is 
one thing which has always furprizcd me, and 
” that is the impenetrable fecrecy which they ob- 
fervc with refpeft to their fimples, or the little cu- 
ll rirfityofthe French to acquire the knowledge of 
I tf m. If this be not the fault of thefe latter, no- 
* thing can, in my opinion, be a ftronger proof, 
that the Indians do not behold us with pleafure in 
their country : but of this we have other proofs 
and equally undoubted. It may alio be, that they 
entertain the fame opinion with regard to their 
i fimples, which we are affured they hold with re- 
fpeft to their mines ; which is that they would cer- 
i tainly die, were they to difcover any of them to 
i ftrangers. 

it 

li The Indians of thefe parts are naturally thieves, 

I' and look upon all they can catch as lawful prize. It 
It is however true, that if one difcovers early that he 
li has loft any thing, it is fufficient to advertife the 
t chief of it, and you are fure of recovering it •, but 
if you muft give this chief more than the value of the 
t thing, befides which, he always demands fomething 
for him who has found it, who is probably the thief 
: himlelf. I was in the fkme cafe on the morrow 
: after my arrival, in which I had not the lead favour 
or indulgence Ihown me ; thefe barbarians will 
rather maintain a war than relax ever fo little in 
■ this point. 
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Some days afterwards I paid a vifit to the chief 
of the Miamis, who had been beforehand with me ; 
this is a tall handfome man but very much disfi- 
gured, being without a nofe ; I was told that he 
owed this misfortune to a debauch. As foon as 
he underftood I was coming to vifit him, he went 
and placed himfelf in the inner part of his cabbin 
in a fort of alcove, where I found him feated crofs- 
legged in the manner of the orientals. He faid 
fcarce any thing to me, and feemed to affeft a 
haughty fort of gravity, which he fupported very 
ill j this is the firft Indian chief I have ever feen 
to obferve this ceremony ; but I was told that I 
muft repay him in kind, if I would not be 
dcfpifed by him. 

On this day the Poutewatamies came to play at 
the game of ftraws, againft the Miamis j the game 
was played in the cabbin of the chief, and in a 
fort of fquare over againft it. Thefe ftraws are 
fmall rufhesof the ihicknefs of a ftalk of wheat 
and two fingers in length. They take up a parcel 
of thefe in their hand, which generally confifts of 
two hundred and one, and always of an unequal 
number. After they have well ftirred them, and 
making a thoufand contortions of body and io' 
yoking the genii, they divide them, with a kind 
of awl or fharp bone into parcels of ten : eacli 
takes one at a venture, and he to whom the parcel 
with eleven in it falls gains a certain number of 
paints according to the agreement : fixty or fouf 
fcore make a party. 

There are other ways of playing this game, and 
they would have explained rhem to me, but 1 could 
underftand nothing of the matter, except that the 
number nine gained the whole party. They alfo 

told 
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® told me, that there was as much of art as chance in 
this game, and that the Indians are great cheats 
i at it, as well as at all others ; that they are fo ea- 
ger at it, as to fpend whole days and nights at it ; 

® and that fometimes they do not give over playing 
Ik' till they have ftript themfelves naked and have no- 
G thing more to lofe. They have another kind of 

»lt game, which excites no ftrong defire of gain. 

H‘ This is for pure diverfion only, but is almoft al- 
c ways attended with fatal confequences with refpeft 
IK to their morals. At night fall fcveral polls are 
nt eredled, in a round form, in the middle of fomc 
iB: great cabbin ; in the midft of all are the inftru- 

I ments, on each poll is fixed a packet of down, of 
which there mull be feme of every colour. The 
young people of both fexes promifcuojfly dance 
l|l round the pods, the girls having alfo fome down 
i, of the colour which they love : from time to time 

££ a young man goes out from the reft, and takes 

Ij from a poll fome down, of the colour which he 

j knows is agreeable to his miftrefs, places it upon 

|i her head, dances round her, and by a certain fig- 
0^ nal gives her to underftand fome place of afligna- 
j; tion. The dance ended, the feaft: begins and lafts 
tie the whole day long, in the evening all the com- 
yi pany retire, when the girls manage matters with 

jIi fo much addrefs, that in fpite of the vigilance 

,j of their mothers they reach the place of rendez- 
vous. 

tu 

j; The Miamis have alfo two other ga.mes; the firft: 
of which is called the game of the crofs. 1 his 
is played with a ball and crooked Hicks, ending 
like a fort of racket. Two polls are ercdled 
. which ferve as limits, and which are diftant from 

j each other in proportion to the number of the play' 

^ ers. As for inllance, if there are fourfeore players, 

H 4 the 
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the diftance between the pofts is half a league.; 
The players are divided into two companies who 
have each their own poll, and the bufinefs is to 
tofs the ball to that of the oppofite party, without 
fuffering it to fall to the ground or without touch- 
ing it vvith the hand •, for if either happen the 
party is loft ; at lead except he who is in the fault 
can repair it, by driving the ball to the end with 
one fingle ftroke, which is often impoflible. Thefe 
Indians are fo dexterous at catching the ball with 
their crolTees, that fometimes a party lafts feveral 
days running. , ‘ 

The fecond game is pretty much like this, but 
not fo dangerous. Two boundaries are marked 
out as in the firft, and the players occupy all the 
fpace which is between the two. He who is to be- 
gin tolTes a ball up into the air, as nearly perpen- 
dicular as poffible, to the end he may catch it again 
■with the greater eafe, in order to throw it towards 
the boundary. All the reft Hand ready with their 
hands lifted, and he who catches the ball either 
performs the fame thing, or throws it to fome one 
of his own company, whom he judges more alert 
and dexterous than himfelf ; for in order to win the 
party the ball muft never be fuffered to fall into the 
hands of any of the adverfaries, before it reaches 
the boundary. The women alfo play at this 
game, but this rarely happens -, their companies 
confift of four or five, and the firft who Jets fail the 
ball lofes the party. 

_ ■ 

The Poutewatamies have here a chief and an ora- 
tor, who are perfons of worth. The firft who is 
called Piremon is upwards of fixty,‘ very prudent 
in his condudl, and capable of giving very good 
advice; the fecond whofe name is Wilamek is 

fomewhat 
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I fomewhat younger •, this perfon is a Chriftian and 
’ well inftruaed, but makes no exercifc of his reli- 
ii gion. One day as I reproached him for it, he left 
4 me abrubtly, went diredly to the chapel, and faid 
M his prayers with lo audible a voice, that we could 
;i hear him at the miffionary ’s. You can fcarce any 
d where meet with a more lenfible man or a better 
I fpeaker •, and befides he is of a very amiable cha- 
T; rafter and fincerely attached to the French. Pire- 
lli mon is no lefs fo, and I heard both of them 
(ti fpeak in a council held at the commandant’s 
where they faid a great many very fine things to 
us. 

K Several Indians of the two nations fettled upon 
i", this river, ar,e juft arrived from the Englifh colo- 
sii' nies, whither they had been to fell their furs, and 
p from whence they have brought back in return a 
great quantity of fpirituouk liquors. The diftribu- 
iij tion of it is made in the ufual manner •, that is to 
jjj fay, a certain number of perfons have daily deliver- 
|j ed to each of them a quantity fufficient to get 
drunk with, fo that the whole has been drank up 
in eight days. They began to drink in both vil- 
lages, as foon as the fun was down, and every night 
the fields echoed with the moft hideous bowlings. 
** One would have thought that a gang of devils had 

® broke loofe from hell, or that the two towns had 

been cutting one another’s throats. There were 
two men maimed, one of whom I met, who had 
broke his arm with a fall ; I told him he would 
certainly take care to keep fober another time : he 
anfwered, that what had happened was nothing at 
^ all ; and that he (hould very foon be well again, 
and would fall to drinking as foon as he could 
^ get wherewithal. 

I ,Your 

tf 
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Your Grace may from thence judge, what a 
miffionary is capable of doing in midft of this 
diforder, and how difagreeable it muft be to a good 
man, who has in a manner exiled himfelf, in order 
to gain fouls to God, to be obliged to become a 
•witnefs of it, without being able to remedy it. 
Thefe barbarians themfelves well know, that drun- 
kcnnefs is their ruin and deftruftion i but when one 
goes about to perfuade them, that they ought of 
themfelves to requeft that no more of this deftruc- 
tive beverage fhould be fold them, they anfwer you 
cooly : “ It is you who have accuftomcd us to 

** it, we are now no longer able to difpenfe with 

the want of it, and fhould you refufe to give 
“ us any, we fhould certainly go to the Englifli 
** for it. This liquor kills and deftroys us wecon- 
“ fefs, but it is to you we owe this mifchief which 
“ is now part remedy.” It is, however, without 
juft grounds that 'they blame us alone \ for had it 
not been for the Englifh, I do believe it poflible to 
have put an end to this commerce in the colony, 
or at leaft to have reduced it to its juft limits ; it 
will perhaps very foon be neceflTary to permit the 
French to carry on this traffick, taking the proper 
meafures to hinder the abufe of it ; and the more, 
as the Englifh fpirituous liquors are much more 
mifchievous than ours. 

A diforder which attacks the morals never goes 
alone ; it is always either the caufe or the effec of 
feveral others. The Indians before they fell intotuis 
vice, if we except war which they have always car- 
ried on in a barbarous and inhuman manner, had 
nothing to trouble their happincfs ; drunkennefs 
has rendered them interefted, and has deftroyed 
all the fweets, whether of domeftick and publick 
3 lift. 
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life. However, as they are only afFefted with the 
prefent objeft, the evils which this paffion has oc- 
cafioned are not yet become habitual; thefe arc 
ftorms which foon blow over, and whereof the 
good-nature and tranquillity of mind they are 
endowed with, take away almoft the very remem- 
brance. 

It muft be confefled that their way of life feems 
at firft glance very rude, but befides that nothing 
is hard in this refpeft but by comparifon, and 
that habit is a fecond nature, the liberty they en- 
joy, compenfates fufBciently the lofs of thofe con- 
veniencies of which they are deprived. What we 
fee every day in feme who are beggars by profef- 
fion, and in fome peafants, furniflies a fenfible 
proof, that happinefs may be found even in the 
bofom of indigence. Now the Indians are Hill 
more really fo -, firft, becaufe they believe them- 
felves fo ; in the fecond place, as being in peaceable 
pofleflion of the moft invaluable gift ol nature ; 
laftly, from their being utterly ignorant of, and 
without fo much as the defire ol knowing thofe 
falfe goods which we lb much admire, which we 
purchale at the expence of real ones, and which we 
fo little enjoy. 

In fa<ft a thing in which they are more eftimable 
and ought to be looked upon as true philofophers 
is, that the fight of all our convcniencies, riches, 
and magnificence alfedts them fo little, and that 
they have found out the art of eafily difpenfing 
with them. Some Iroquois who went to Paris 
in 1666, and who after being fhown all the royal 
houfes, and all the fine things of that great city, 
admired nothing in it ; anc^ would have preferred 
their villages to the capital of the moft flourifhing 

kingdom 
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kingdom in Europe, had they not feen iJie ftreet 
De la Huchetre, where the cook’s fhops, in whh h 
they found aconftant fupply of all forts of eatables, 
pleafed them highly. 

Nor canw'e injuftice fay, that what makes them 
fo fond of their own way of living is their not be- 
ing acquainted with the charms of ours. A good 
r.umbcr of Frenchmen have tried their way of life, 
and were fo pleafed with it, that feveral of 
them, though they could have lived very com- 
fortably in the colony, could never be prevailed 
upon to return to it ; on the contrary, therq never 
was fo much as a fingle Indian that could be 
brought to re'ilh our way of living. Children 
have been taken even in their fwadling clothes, 
and have been brought up with a great deal of 
care; nothing has been omitted to hinder them 
from the knowledge of what might pafs at home 
with their parents: all thefe precautions have 

been fruitlefs, the force of blood having ever got 
the better of education : the moment they have 
found thcmfelves at liberty, they have torn their 
clothes to pieces, and have gone acrofs the woods 
in queft of their countrymen, whofe way of living 
feemed preferable to ours. 

An Iroquois called La Plaque, and the fame 
perfon, who by laving his father’s life at an en- 
gagement, thought himfelf freed from all ob!i» 
gallons to him, lived among the French for fe* 
veral years. ^ Fie was even made a lieutenint in 
our army, in order to induce him to remain 
with us, 2s he was a very brave man. He could 
not however hold our, and returned to his own 
nation, carrying away with him only our vices, 

without 
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h without corredting any of tliofe he had brought 
" alon«^ with him. He was fi.nd of women to 
t diftradion. He was handlbme, and his bravery 
and his warlike feats, made him much taken no- 
tice of, he had alfo a fprightly wit, and was of a 
isi very engaging behaviour ; he debauched many of 
ict his countrywomen, and carried his irregularities to 
fuch a height, that it was debated in the council of 
of his own canton, whether they fhould not difpatch 
crJ him. It was however carried by a plurality of 
H voices, that he fhould be fuffered to live ; becaufe 
m.- that being of diftinguifhed valour, he would people 
the country with excellent warriors. 

V The care which the mothers take of their chi!- 
cio dren, whilft- they are ftill in the cradle is beyond 
Js all expreflTion, and proves in a very I'enfible man- 
(fj ner, that we often fpoil all, by the refledions 
jtSj which we add to the didates of fimple nature. 
,ji They never leave them, they carry them every 
lyjj. where about with them ; and even when they 
„i; are ready to fink under the burthen with which 
they load themfelves, the cradle of the child is 
held for nothing : and one would even think, that 
II this additional weight were an cafe to them and 
rendered them more agile. 

f Nothing can be neater than thefe cradles in 
which the child lies as commodioully and ioftly as 
y poffible. But the infant is only made fall from 
I the middle downwards : fo that when the cradle 

” is upright, the little creatures have their head 
and the half of the body hanging down v we 
Europeans would imagine, that a child left iij 
this condition would become entirely decrepid ; 

bwc 
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but quite the contrary happens, this pofture ren- 
dering the body fupple ; and they are in faft of a 
port and ftature, which the handfomeft among 
us might look upon with envy. What can 
we oppofe to fo general an experience ? But 
what I am going to tell you is not fo eafily jufti- 
ficd. 

There are nations in this continent called flat- 
heads, and which have, in faft, their fore-head 
very flat, and the crown of their head fomcwhat 
raifed. This conformation is not the work of na- 
ture but of their mothers, who give it to their 
children gradually from their birth. In order to 
this, they apply upon the forehead and back part 
of the head, two malTes of clay or of fome other 
heavy matter, which they prefs together by de- 
grees, till the cranium has taken the form they 
have a mind to give it. It appears that this ope- 
ration caufes the children to fuflPer a great deal, as 
there is a thick and a whitifli matter which proceeds 
from their noftrils : but neither this circumftance 
nor the cries of the little innocents alarm the 
mothers, who are above all things defirous of 
procuring them this point of beauty which they 
conceive indifpenfably neceflfary. Quite the con- 
trary happens among certain Algonquins, whom 
we have thought fit to call Tetes de Bouic^ or 
Roundheads, and of whom I have already ta- 
ken notice, they making their chief beauty to 
confift in having heads perfcftly round, and the 
mothers likewife begin very early to give them 
this form. I was willing. Madam, to make ufc 
of the leifure my ftay in this place aflfords me, 
which will perhaps be longer than I am defirous 
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'} it ftiould be, in order to finiih all I had to fay on 
this fubjedt, but fome unexpedted difficulties and 
** the fudden departure of a traveller, who is re- 
5' turning to the colony, oblige me to interrupt 
; this account which I ffiall refume as foon as pof- 
'‘II fible. 
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LETTER XXIir. 



Se>iuel of the Chamber of the Indians and of their 
Manner of living. 



River St. Jofeph, Auguji S, 1721.- 
Madam, , 

I Refume the fequel of my memoirs where I left 
off. You may perhaps find fault with me for 
my want of order, but one may at leaft pardon 
in a relation what is admired in an ode ; that 
which in a lyric poet is the efiedl of art, is the ef- 
fed of neceflity in a traveller, who can only re- 
late things in proportion as he is informed of them, 
and who is obliged to write what is then pafling 
before his eyes for fear of forgetting it. The 
children of the Indians after leaving off the ufe of 
the cradle, are under no fort of confinement, and 
as foon as they are able to crawl about on hands 
and feet, are fuffered to go ftark naked where- 
ever they have a mind, through woods, water, 
mire and fnow ; which gives them ftrength and 
agility, and fortifies them againft the injuries of 
the air and weather ; but this condud, as I have al- 
ready remarked, occafions weakneffes in the ftomach 
and breaft, which deftroy their conftitution very 
early. In the fummer time they run the moment 
\oL, II. I they 
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they get up to the next river or lake, where they re- 
main a great part of the day playing, in the fame 
manner we fee fiihes do in good weather, near the 
furface of the water. Nothing is more proper 
than this exercife to render the body aftive. 

They take care jikewife to put the bow and arrow 
into their hands betimes ; and in order to excite in 
them that emulation which is the beft miftrefs of 
the arts, there is no neceflity of placing their break- 
fall on the top of a tree, as was formerly done to 
the Lacedemonian youth ; they are all born with 
fo ftrong a paffion for glory, as to have no need of 
a fpur ; thus they Ihoot their arrows with wonder- 
ful exaftnefs, and it fcarce colls them any trouble 
to arrive at a like dexterity in the ufe of our fire- 
arms. They alfo caufe them wreHle together, and 
fo keen are they in this exercife, that they would 
often kill one another, were they not feparated in 
time i thofe who come off with the worll, are fo 
mortified at it that they can never be at reft till 
they have had their revenge. 

We may in general fay, that fathers and mothers 
negledl nothing, in order to infpire their children 
with certain principles of honour which they pre- 
ferve their whole lives, but which are often ill 
enough applied ; and in this confifls all the edu- 
cation that is given them. They take care always 
to communicate their inllrudions on this head, 
in an indiredl manner. The moll common way is 
by rehearfing to them the farhous exploits of their 
ancellors or countrymen ; the youth take fire at 
thefe recitals, and figh for an opportunity of imi- 
tating what they have thus been made to admire. 
Sometimes in order to corredl their faults they em- 
ploy tears and entreaties, but never threats *, thefe 
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J’ would make no manner of imprefllon on minds 
® which have imbibed this prejudice, that no one 
whatever has a right to force them to any 
'''1 thing. 

A mother on feeing her daughter behave ill 
® burfts into tears •, and upon the other’s aflcing 
her the caufe of it, all the anfwer (he makes is, 
^ Thou dilhonoureft me. It feldom happens that 
this fort of reproof fails of being efficacious. Not- 
withftanding, fince they have had a more frequenc- 
commerce with the French, fome of them begin to 
chaftife their children, but this happens only among 
thole that are Chriftians, or fuch as are fettled in 
® the colony. Generally the greateft punifhmenc 

ot! which the Indians make ufe of in chafiifing their 

k children, is by throwing a little water in their face } 

tp the children are very fenfible of this, and in gene- 

3E ral of every thing that looks like reproof, which 
ft is owing to this, that pride is the ftrongeft paffion 
tis ’at this age. 

Young girls have been known to ftrangle them- 
Ie felves for a (light reprimand from their mothers, or 

cl for having a few drops of water thrown in their 

tlfj face, warning them of what was going to happen 

(i in fuch words as thefe, Tou flidl not have a daugh- 

tj; ter long to ufe fo. The greateft evil in this fort of 

education, is that what they exhort young people 
ijjl to is not alway virtue, or that what comes nearly 
ijf to -the fame thing, that the ideas they give them 
jf; of it are not juft. In fa6t, nothing is fo much in- 
(filled into them, whether by precept or example, 
as an implacable defire of revenge. 

_ It would feem. Madam, that a childhood fo ill 
inlxrufttd, fhould be followed by a very diflbliite 
« I 2 ' and 
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and turbulent ftate of youth ; but on one hand 
the Indians are naturally quiet and betimes mailers 
of themfelves, and a;e likewife more under the 
"uidance of reafon than other men •, and on the 
other hand, their natural difpofition, efpecially in 
the northern nations, does not incline them to de- 
bauchery. They however have fome ufages in 
which no fort of regard is paid to modelly ; but 
it appears that in this, fuperilition has a much 
greater flaare than a depravation of heart. 



The Hurons when we firll began to fre_quent 
them were more lafcivious as well as more brutal 
in their pleafures. For young people of both fexes 
abandoned themfelves, without either Ibame or re- 
morfe, to all kinds of dilfolutenef?, and it was 
chiefly amongd thefe that it was thought no 
crime in a girl to proftitute herfelf : their parents 

were the firft to engage them in this vice, and 
hufbands were feen to proftitute their wives for 
vile intereft. Several of them never married, but 
took women to ferve them to ule their owm ex- 
prefTion as companions, and the only difference 
they reckoned between thefe concubines and their 
lawful fpoiifes, was in their being free from any 
engagement with the former ; befldes, their chil- 
dren were on the fame footing v/ith the others, 
which occafioned no fort of inconvenience in a 
country where there was nothing to inherit. 

The nations in thefe parts are not diftinguilli- 
cd by their habit : the men in hot weather 

have often no garment, except a fhirt ; In win- 
ter they wear more or fewer cloaths, in propor- 
tion to the climate. They wear on their feet a 
fort of focks, made of dccr-lkin dried in the 

fmoke i 
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fmoke ; their hofe are alfo of fldns or pieces of 
■„ fluff wrapped round the leg. A waiflcoat of 
III fkins covers their bodies down to their middle, 
•uj over which they wear a covering when they caa 
i(i get it ; if not they wear a robe of bcar-fldn or of 
feveral fidns of beavers, otters, or other fiich like 
’ij. furs, with the hairy fide inwards. The woman’s 
boddices reach down to a little above the knee, 
and when they travel they cover the head with 
their coverings or robes. I have fcen feverals who 
^ wore littie bonnets, made in the manner of leather 
1 ^ caps ; others of them wear a fort of cowl, which is 
fewed to their veils or boddices, and they have 
“» O'" ^’11 which ferves them for 

a petticoat, and which covers them from the mid- 
die down to the mid les. 

,F- They are all very fond of flairts, which they ne- 
’ ver wear under their veils till they become dirty, 
J and never put them off, till they fall off with rot- 
' ' tennefs, they never giving themlclves the trouble 
to wafh them. Their tunicks or vefls of fkins, 
I® are commonly dried in the fmoke like their focks, 

® that is, they are fuffered to be fully penetrated 
with it, when they rub them till they are capable 
of being walhed like linnen. They alfo drefs them 
fleepiri^ them in water, and afterwards rub 
«» them between their hands till they become dry and 
pli^n. ”1 hey are, however, much fonder of our 
Huffs and coverings, which they efleem much more 
mg', commodious. 

b' Several of them paint thcmfelves, as the PIds did 
jr formerly, over the whole body : others in fome 
te parts only. This is not confidered by them as 
n purely ornamental ; they find it, likewife as is faid, 

0 or great ufe to them : it contributes much to de- 

I 3 fend 
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fend them from the cold and wet, and faves them from 
the perfecution ot the gnats. It is however only in 
tile countries occupied by theEnglilh, and erpccially 
in Virginia, that the cuftom of painting themfdves 
all over is very common. In New-f ranee molt 
are fatisfied with making a few figures of birds, 
ferpents, or other animals, and even foliage or the 
like, without any order or fymmetry, and often on 
the face, and fometinies on the eye-lids, according 
to the caprice of the perfon. Many ol the women 
too caufe themfdves to be painted over the jaw- 
bone, in order to prevent the tooth-ach. 

This operation which is done by pricking the 
parts, is not painful in itfelf •, it is done in this 
manner : they begin with tracing on the fkin af- 

ter it is well ftretched, the figure they have a mind 
to paint on it. They afterwards prick with the 
bone of a fifli or with needles, all thefe traces even 
till the blood comes, afterwards they rub it over 
with charcoal and other colours well pulverized. 
Thefe powders infinuate themfelves under the fkin, 
fo that the colours are never effaced. But in fome 
time after the fldn fwells, when there arifes a tet- 
ter accompanied with an inflammation : this is 

commonly followed by a fever, and if the weather 
proves hot, or if the operation has Ijeen puftied 
too far, the life of the patient is endangered. 

The colour with which they paint their faces, 
and the greafe with which they rub the whole bodyi 
produce the fame advantages, and in the opinion 
of the Indians, contribute as much to the beauty 
and comdinefs of the perfon as the pricking. The 
warriors paint themfelves when they take the field) 
in order to terrify the enemy, and perhaps too, with 
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a view to hide their own fear, for we rnufi: not be* 
Jieve them to be entirely exempt from it. Young 
perfons do it, in order to conceal their youth, which 
makes them lefs efteemed by the old foldiers, 
or their palenefs after fome difeafe which they 
would be afraid would be taken for the efFedt o£ 
their want of courage. They do it likewife in or- 
der to improve their good looks •, in which cafe 
the co'ours are more lively and in greater variety : 
they alfo paint the prifoners who are condemned 
to die, for what realbn I know not ; this is per- 
haps done to adorn the vidtim who is about to be 
facrificed to the god of war. Laftly, they paint 
dead perfons and expofe them covered with their 
fined robes, and this, no doubt, that they may 
conceal the dead palenefs which disfigures them. 

The colours made ufe of on thefe occafions are 
the fame employed in dying their Ikins, and are 
drawn from certain earths and from the barks of 
trees. Thefe are not very lively, but are very dif- 
ficult to efface. The men add to thefe ornaments 
fome down of fwans or other birds, which they fcat- 
ler over their hair, which is befmeared with fat, by 
way of powder. To this they add feathers of all 
colours, and tufts of hair of different animals, all 
placed in a very grotefque manner. The difpofi- 
tion of their hair fometimes bridling on one fide 
and lying flat on the other, or dreffed in a thoufand 
odd waus ; with pendants in their ears and fome- 
times in their noflrils, a large fiieil of porcelain 
hanging from their neck or on their bread:, crowns 
of feathers, with the claws, talons or heads of birds 
of prey, fmall deer horns •, all thefe are fo many 
effential articles in their drefs. But whatever is of 
an extraordinary value, is always employed in a- 
dorning their captives when thefe wretches make 
I 4 their 
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their firft entry into the village of the conquero 
It is to be remarked, that the men take no care to 
adorn any part but the head. Qiiite the reverfe 
happens with the women. They fcarce ufe any 
drefs on their heads at all ; only they are very 
jealous of their, hair and would think chemfelves 
dilhonoured forever, were it to be cut. Thus, 
when at the death of their relations they cut off 
part of the hair, they pretend to Ihew by this ad 
the moft extreme grief they are capable of. In 
order to preferve this ornament of the head 
they rub it often with fat, powder it with the bark 
of a certain tree, and fometim.es with vermilion, 
then wrap it in the fkin of an eel or lerpent, by way 
of locks, which are plaited in form of a chain, and 
which hang down to their middle. As to the 
face, they content themfelves with drawing a few 
lines on it with vermilion or other colours. 



Their noftrils are never bored, and it is only 
among fome nations that their ears are fo. When 
this IS the cafe, they infert in them, or hant^ to 
them, as well as the men, beads of poredain. 
When they are in their fined drefs they wear robes 
on which are painted all forts of figures, fmall col- 
lars of porcelain, without any great order or fym- 
metry, and a kind of border tolerably well worked 
porcupine, which they alfo paint 
wuh differem colours They adorn in the ikmc 
manner their children s cradles, and over the ex- 
tremity towards the head, they fix a femicircle 

cedar, that they may cover the child 
Without incommoding its head. 

the MceaVy'proXfof°i 

wife alone charged with the c^taeTirfieS 
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as foon as the fiiows are melted and the water fuf- 
ficiently drained off, they begin with preparing the 
ground, which is done by ftirring it (lightly with a 
crooked piece of wood, the handle of which is very 
long, after having fet fire '^to the dried flalks of 
of their maize and other herbs which have remain- 
ed fince the laft harveft. Befides that, thofe forts 
of grain which are cultivated by thefe people are all 
fummer corn, they pretend that the nature of the 
foil of this country, will not permit them to fow 
any thing before the winter. But I believe that the 
true reafon why corn would not fprout, if it were 
to be fown in autumn, is either that it would fpoil 
during the winter, or would rot on the melting of 
the fnows. It may alfo be, and it is the opinion of 
feveral perfons, that the corn which is fo_wn in Ca- 
nada, though originally come from France, has 
contrafted, through length of time, the nature and. 
properties of fummer corn, which is not ftrong 
enough to fprout feveral times, as it happens to 
fuch forts of grain as we fow in September and 
O(5i:ober. 

Beans or rather Cara vanches are fown with maize, 
the ftalk of which ferves for a fupport to them ; 
I think I remember to have been told, that it is 
from us the Indians received this fort of pulfe, 
which they hold in great efteem, and which, in 
faff, ditfers nothing from ours. But what 1 am 
furprized at is, that they make little or no ufe of 
our peas, which have acquired in the foil of Cana- 
da a degree of excellence, much fuperior to what 
they have in Europe. Turnfoles, water melons, 
and pompions, are firft raifed in a hot-bed and af- 
terwards tranfplanted. 
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The women commonly affift one another in th«r 
labour in the fields, and when reaping time comes, 
they have fometimes recourfe to the men, who then 
condefcend to put their hands to work. Th; 
whole concludes with a feftival and with a fcaft, 
which is given in the night. Their corn andothier 
fruits are preferved in repofitories which they dig 
in the ground, and which are lined with large 
pieces of bark. Some of them leave the maize m 
the ear, which is tufted like our onions, and hang 
them on long poles over the entry of their cabbins, 
Others threfh it out and lay it up in large balkeis 
of bark, bored on all fides to hinder it from heat- 
ing. But when they are obliged to be from hom: 
for any time, or when they apprehend fome ir- 
ruption of the enemy, they make great conceal- 
ments underground, where thefe forts of grain are 
exceeding well preferved. 

In the northern parts they fow little, and in feve- 
ral places none at all, but purchafe maize by wajr 
of exchange for other commodities. This fort of 
pulfe is very w’holefome, nourilhing, andlightupon 
the ftomach. The way in which our French Canadi- 
an travellers commonly drefs it, is to boil it a little in 
a fort of lye. In this ftate it keeps a long time ; they 
commonly make their provifion of it for long jour- 
neys, and compleat the dreffing of it as they want 
it, by boiling it in water or in broth, if they can 
get any, with a little fait along with it. 

This is no difagreeable eating, but many are cf 
opinion, that the too conftant ule of it is prejudicial 
to the health, the lye giving it a corrofive quality, 
the effedls of which become fenfible after fotne 
time. When the Maize is in the ear and ftill green, 
fome roaftit on the coals, in which way it has an ex- 
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cellent flavour. They commonly regale ftrangers 
with this difli. They alfo fend it in fome placp to 
perfons of diftinftion who arrive in their village, 

\ much in the fame manner as they prefent the trce- 

' ' dom of a city in France. 

a.': 

Laftly, it is of this pulfe the Sagamity is made, 
which is the moft common food of the Indians. In 
order to this they begin with roafting it, they af- 
terwards bruife it, feparate it from the hulk and 
then make it into a fort of pap, which is infipid 
when without meat or prunes to give it a relilk. 

It is fometimes made into meal, called here farint 
froide, and is the moft commodious and beft pro- 
vifion for a journey j and fuch perfons as walk 
310 on foot can carry no other. They alfo boil the 
off maize in the ear whilft it is ftill tender, they after- 
wards roaft it a little, then feparate it from the ear 
and lay it to dry in the fun : this will keep a long 

a: time, and the fagamity made of it has an excellent 

i\r flavour. 

ik The detail of thefe diflies is a proof how little 
ndl delicate the Indians are in their eating : we fliould 
iiti: alfo be of opinion that their tafte is very much vi- 

jj! dated, were it polTible to fix this point. They are 

flit above all things fond of fat, which when they can 
st!f get, it is the reigning ingredient in all their cooke- 

jf j ry : fome pounds of candles in a kettle of faga- 

mity, rrtakes an excellent difli with them ; they 
even put things in it which I dare not mention j 
ijji; and at which they are furprized to fee us fhock- 
(jf: cd. 

V£? 

p The fouthern nations had no kitchen utenfils, 
}ji but fome vcflels of earthen ware. In the north 
they made ufe of wooden kettles, and made the 

water 
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water boil by throwing into it red hot pebblci 
Our iron pots are efteemed by both as much more 
commodious than the others, and are the commo- 
dity you can promife moft to difpofe cf qu ckly 
in trading with Indians. Among the weftern na- 
tions they life wild oats inftead of maize : this is 

likewife very wholefome, and if lefs nourifliin<r 
the hunting of the buffalo which is very plentiful 
in thofe parts, abundantly compenfates that de- 
feft. Amongft the wandering Indians who never 
cultivate the ground, the foie refource when their 
hunting and fifhing fall fhort, is in a kind of mofs 
which grows on certain rocks, and which our 
Frenchmen call T rifps de Roches : nothing can be 

more infipid than this food, which is even°very far 
from being fubftantial ; and can at moft keep one 
from dying of hunger. I am lefs ftill able to con- 
ceive what has, however, been attefted by perfom 
worthy of credit, that the Indians eat as a oreat 
dainty a kind of maize, which is laid to rot in 
ftanding water as we do hemp, and which is taken 
out quite black and ftinking. They even add, that 
ludi as have once taken a liking to this ftrange 
difh, do not with their will lofe any of the water 
or rather of the dirt that runs from it, and the 
mcll of which alone, would be enough to turn 
the ftomach of any other perfon. It is probably 
neceffity alone which has dilcovered this fecret, and 
If this does not likewife conftitute all the feafonin<^ 
to It, nothing can be a ftronger proof that there h 
no difputing of taftes. 
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keep cold j rometimes they mix beans, different 
iffruits, oil and fat with it : one muft have a good 

“t^llomach to digeft fuch dainties. 

® The Indians make no other ufe of the turnfoles, 
ffe)ut to extraft from them an oil with which they 
: 'ub themfelves : this is more commonly drawn 

wrfrom the feeds than from the root of this plant. 
IfThis root differs little from what we call, in France 
^uopinambours or apples of the earth. Potatoes fo 
wbommon in the iflands and on the continent of South 
wlit.'\merica, have been planted with fuccefs in Loui- 
idsfiana. The continual ufe which all the nations of 
«tsCanada made of a kind of tobacco which grows all 
iin§:3ver this country, has given occafion to fome tra- 
enVellers to fay that they fwallowed the fmoke of it, 
ffiwhich ferved them for food ; but this has fincc 
bkoeen difcovered to be a falfity, and to have no 
bp'oundation, except from their having been obfer- 
as iyed to remain a long time without eating. After 
|[jonce tailing our tobacco they can no longer endure 
[j,£i‘heir own, and it is very eafy to gratify them in 
„£his point, tobacco growing very well here, and 
,|j}.t is even faid, that by making a proper choice 
iljjpf the foil, we might raife a moft excellent fort 
. 'of it. 

•1 1* 

^ The leffer occupations of the women and what 
^^is their common employment in their cabbins, arc 
j^the making of thread from the interior pellicles of 
^ called white- wood, which they 
manufadlure nearly as we do hemp. The women 
too are their dyers ; they work alfo at, feveral 
^things made of bark, and make fmall figures with 
^|lhe hair of the porcupine ; they make fmall cups 
>r other utenfils of wood, they paint and em- 

broider 

k 
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broider deer-flcins, and they knit belts and garters 
with the wool of the buffalo. 

As for the men they glory in their idlenefs, and 
adually fpend more than half their lives in doing 
nothing, from a perfuafion that daily labour de- 
grades a man, and that it is only proper for wo- 
men. The proper function of a. man, fay they, is 
to fi(h, hunt, and go to war. It is they, however, 
who are to make every thing neceflary for theft 
three exercifes : thus the making of arms, nets, 

and all their hunting and fifliing equipage as well 
as their canoes with their rigging, their racquets, or 
fnow fhoes, the building and repairing of their cab- 
bins, are the office of the men, who notwithftanding 
on thefe occafions often make ufe of the afliftance 
of the women. The Chriftians are a little mote 
induftrious, but never work except by way of pe- 
nance, 

Thefe people, before we provided them witl 
hatchets and other inftruments, were very much at 
a lofs in felling their trees, and making them fitfot 
the ufes they intended them for. They burned 
them near the root, and in order to fplit and cut 
them into proper lengths, they made ufe of hat- 
chets made of flint which never broke, but whicli 
required a prodigious time to lharpen. In order 
to fix them in a fhaft, they cut off the top of a 
young tree, making a flit in it, as if they were go- 
ing to graft it, into which flic they inferted tbe 
head of the axe. The tree growing together again 
in length of time, held the head of the hatchet fo 
firm, that it was impoflible for it to get loofc: 
they then cut the tree at the length they judged 
fiifficient for the handle. 

Their 
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Their villages are generally of no regular form : 
moft of our ancient accounts have reprefented them 
of a round figure, and perhaps the authors of them 
faw none but fuch as were lb. In a word, imagine 
^“ to yourfdf. Madam, a confufed heap of cabbins 
'^placed without any order or defign : fome of them 
?Mike cart houfes, others like fo many tubs, built of 
'^r^bark, fupported by a lew polls, and fometime# 
li^coarfely plaiftered on the outfide with clay ; and, 
“^Idn faCl, built with much lefs art, neatncfs, and fo- 
lidity than thofe of the beavers. Thefe cabbins are 
Mg! from fifteen to twenty foot broad, and fome- 
nt times a hundred in length. In this cafe they have 
oiSifeveral fires, each fire ferving for a fpace of thirty 
wicifeet. 
tbu 

ilii When the floor happejis not to be large enough 
jilts for bedding for all the perfons in the family, the 
young folks have their beds on a kind of loft five or 
fix feet from the ground, and which runs the whole 
i tk length of the cabbin ; the houfliold furniture and 
vHj! provifions are placed above that on Ihelfs laid crofs- 
ik ways next the roof. There is commonly before 
the entry, a fort of veftible or lobby where the 
fpSti youth fleep in the fummcr-time, and which ferves 
uli; as a repofitory for wood in the winter. The doors 
[t are only fo many pieces of bark, fufpended from 
1’ p the top like the ports of a Ihip. Thefe cabbins 
|,jg have neither chimnies nor windows, only there is 
Ijjy, left in the middle of the roof an aperture by which 
ii)|s P^tt of the fmoke gets out, and which they are o- 
bl'ged to ftop up, when it rains or fnows, as alfo 
°l[ to put out tie fire if they would not be blinded 
^ with fmoke. 

[|)JI 

The Indians are more fkilful in erecting their 
fortifications than in building their houfes ; here 

you 
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you fce villages furrounded with a good palifado, 
and with redoubts, and they are very careful to 
Jay in a proper provifion of water and ftones, 
Thefe palifadoes are double, and even fometimes 
treble, and have generally battlements on the out- 
ward circumvallation. The piles of which they 
are compofed, are interwoven with branches of 
trees, without any void fpace between. This fort 
of fortification was fufficient to fuftain a long fiege 
whilft the Indians were ignorant of the ufe of fire- 
arms. Every village has a pretty large fquare, but 
thefe are feldom regular. 

Formerly the Iroquois built their cabbins in a 
better manner than the other nations, and even 
than themfelves do at this day •, thefe were adorn- 
ed with figures in relievo, but of very coarfe work- 
manlhip *, and as almoft all their towns have been 
fince burned in different expeditions, they have not 
taken the trouble to rebuild them with their former 
magnificence. Notwithftanding, it thefe nations 
are fo little curious in procuring themfelves the 
conveniencies of life, in the places of their ordi- 
nary refidence, what may we think of their en- 
campments on journeys, and in their wintering 
places ? An ancient miffionary, who in order to 
oblige himfelf to learn the language of the Mon- 
tagnais, would needs follow them in one of their 
winter huntings, gives a defeription of them, 
which 1 am going to give you almoft word for 
word. 

Thefe Indians inhabit a country extremely rude 
and uncultivated, but not quite fo much fo, as 
that which they make choice of to go a hunting in. 
You muft travel a long way, before you arrive at 
it, and at the lame time, carry on your back every 



thing 
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jjti thing you may (land in need of for fiv^e or fix 
cj months together, and that through ways Tome- 

[id ^ times f ) rugged and hideous, that it is even fcarce 

poffiblc to conceive how the very wild beafts them- 
jtlu’ felves are able to pais them ; and were you not to 
(lijj!, have the forefight to provide \ourfelfin pieces of 
bark, you mull i e dellitute of all means of flielter- 
fjj ing yoiirfelf from the rain and Ihow, during your 
journey; After arriving at the end of it, you find 
yourfelf a little better accommodated, that is to fay, 
C you are not eternally expofed to all the injuries of 
^ ’ the air and weather* 
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Every body falls to work for this purpofe, and 
the miffionaries themfelves, who in the beginning 
had no body to wait on them, and for whom the 
Indians had no manner of cotifideration, were no 
more fpared than the reft, and had not fo much as 
a cabbin allowed them to themfelves, but were o- 
bligcd to take up their lodgings in the firft that 
made them welcome. Thefe cabbins among moft 
of the Algonquin nations are nearly in the form of 
our ice-houfes, round and terminating in a cone. 
Thefe had no other fupports than poles fixed in the 
fnow, and tied together by the ends, and which 
were covered with pieces of bark very ill joined, 
and lecured fo that the wind eafily found admit- 
tance on all fides. 



onto! 

nofi The building of fuch a houfe eifiploys half art 
)llw hour at moft, fome branches of pine ferving as 
mattiefles, which are alfo the only beds in thofe 
palaces. There is one, and almofi the only con- 
:rei«'; veniency which attends them, and that is that you 
(iiicli may change them every day : they likewife collect 
il]iiii5 the fnow quite round them, which forms a kind of 
jji®' P^tapet, which has its ufe, as it is impenetrable to 
VoL. II. K the 
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the wind. Under flielter of this parapet, they 
deep as tranquilly on thefe branches, covered with 
a wretched coverlet of ilcin, as in the beft bed in 
the world •, it is true the miffionaries had much 
difficulty to accuftom themfelves to this way of 
life, but fatigue and neceffity foon compelled them 
to It. rhe cafe is not entirely the fame with 
refpeft to the fmoke, which almoft continually 
fills the upper part of the cabbin in fuch a manner, 
that one cannot ftand upright in it, without having 
one’s head in a thick cloud of it. This is no man- 
ner of grievance to an Indian who is from his in- 
fancy accuftomed to fit or lie, all the time they 
are within doors •, but it is really a fevere punilh- 
ment to a Frenchman, who cannot bear luch 2 
rtate of inaction. 

Beficles the wind, which as I have already re- 
marked, enters on all fides, blows with fuch a 
piercing cold, that one fide freezes whilft you are 
choaked and roalled on the other. And often you 
cannot fee two or three feet from you, you weep 
almoft your eyes out, and fometimes you are 
obliged to lie flat on your face, and almoft with 
your mouth clofe to the ground, to fetch a little 
breath : the fliorteft way w’ould be to go our, but 
for moft of the time this is impoffible ; fometimes 
becaufe it fnows fo thick as to darken the day, 
and at other times on account of a wind fo pierce- 
ing that it almoft peels the fkin off one’s face, and 
fplits the trees in the forefts. Notwithftanding 
a miffionary is obliged to lay his office, to cele- 
brate mafs, and to perform all the other fundlions 
of his miniftry. I’o all thefe inconveniencies we 
mull add one more, which though it may appear 
very fmall at firft, is really very confiderable, and 
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ejii this is being perfecuted by the dogs. The Indians 
m have always a great number of thefe animals which 
Ml follow them every where, and are remarkable for 
their fidelity j not very lawning indeed as they are 
m never carelled by their mailers, but bold and good 
lam hunters: I have already faid that they are trained 
conte up lietinles for the different chaces, for which they 
laE: are intended ; and 1 may add, that every Indian 
wutk muft have a confiderable number of them, as many 
lism; of them peril!) by the teeth and horns of wild 
from; beads, which they attack with a couraoe that 
letiE nothing is capable of fhaking. Their matters are 
vett[! at very Imle pains in feeding them, fo that they 
tori are obliged to live upon what they can catch, and 
as this goes no great way with them, it is no won- 
der they are very meagre and thin of fielh ; befides 
tate have very little hair, which renders them very 
witlii ttnfible to the cold. ^ 
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Fn order to defend themfelves from it, if they 
cannot get near the fire, which it would be diffi- 
cult for all of them to do, even were there no- 
body in the cabbin, they lye down on the firtt per- 
on t ey meet, and one is often fuddenly awakened 
in t e night, almoft choaked with two or three 
dogs upon him. Were they a little more difereet 
■n chufing their place, their company would not 
byxtremely troublefome, and one might put up 

down wT lay theLelve? 

doyn where they can, and it is in vain to drive 

them away for they return the inttant after. It is 

c^atablP^'^^ any thif'g 

makp f imagine what leaps they 

V I? ° ImaSne to 

ffie ffie r' 7 ' f ' "^iffionary crouching near 
he fire, to fay his breviary or read fome book 

driving with the fmoke and expofed to the im- 
^ ^ portunity 
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portunity of a dozen curs, who kap backwards 
Ld forwards over him, in order to fnatch fome 
morfel they may have feen. If he Hands in need 
of a little reft, he is fcarce able to find a corner 
where he can be free from this vexation. If any 
thing is brought him to eat, the dogs have that 
moment their fnout in the difti before he taftes it, 
and often whilft he is defending his portion againft 
ihofe which attack him in front, another comes 
upon him from the rear, and either carries off 
half his allowance or juftles againft him, fo that 
the plate falls from his hands, and the fagamity is 
tumbled amongft the alhes. 

It often happens that the evils I have been 
fpeaking of, are effaced by a much greater, and 
in comparifon of which, all the reft are as nothing; 
this is famine. The provifions they bring with 
them laft them no great while, and they reckon 
upon a fupply from their hunting, which does not 
always afford it. It is true Indians know how to 
endure hunger, with a patience equal to the little 
care they take to provide againft it •, but they are 
fometimes reduced to i'uch extremities that they 
perifli under them. The miflionary, from whom 
I have di awn this detail, was obliged in his firll 
wintering to eat the fkins of eels and of elks, 
with v/hich he had patched his caffock ; after 
which he was for.ced to feed upon young branches, 
and the tendereft part of the bark of trees. He 
underwent however this fevere tryal, without the 
leaft detriment to bis health, but every one is not 
endowed with fo vigorous a conftitution. 

The naftinefs of thefe cabbins alone, and that 
infeftion which is a neceflary confequence of it, 
are to any other but an Indian a real punifhment. 
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It Is eafy to judge to what a height, both the one 
and the other muft arrive amongft perfons who 
never change their cloaths, till they fall to pieces 
of themfelves and who take no care to keep them 
clean. In fummer they bithe themfelves every 
day, but immediately afterwards they rub them- 
felves with oil and greafe of a very rank fmell. In 
the winter they remain in their fat, and during all 
that feafon it is impoflible to enter their cabbins 
without being poifoned with the ftench. 

Not only every thing they cat is ill-feafoned 
and commonly very infipid, but there prevails in 
all their repalis an uncleanlinefs, which palTes all 
conception : what I have myfelf feen, as well as 
what I have been told of it, would ftrike you with 
horror. There are very few animals which do not 
feed cleaner, and after feeing what paffes amongft 
thefe people in this refpeft, there is no room to 
doubt, that the imagination contributes greatly 
to our repugnancies ; and that many of rhofe 
things which are really prejudicial to our health, 
are only fo by means of thole very repugnancies, 
and our want of courage in furmounting them. 

It muft however be granted, that things are fome- 
what changed with refped to all thefe points, fince 
our arrival in this country ; and I have even known 
fome t() endeavour to procure themfelves con- 
ven,encies, with which they will probably very 
foon be fcarce able to difpenfe. Some of them 
alfo begin to ufe more precaution than formerly, 
to prevent their being unprovided, in cafe the 
hunting Ihould happen to fail them ; and amongft 
thofe who are fettled in the colony, there requires 
but a very fmall addition to furnifh out a tolerable 
ihare of the conveniencies of life. But what is 

3 to 
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to be feared is, that after arriving at this point 
they will be tempted to go a great deal farther, and 
fall into luch a luxury as may render them ftill 
more milerable, than they now are in the bofom 
of the mofl; extreme indigence. 

At leaft it will not be the fault of the miffionaries 
if they are expofed to this danger; petfuaded 
that it is morally impolTible to arrive at that 
golden mean, without afterwards deviating from 
it, they have preferred lharing with thefc people 
whatever is mofl: difagreeable in their manner of 
living, rather than to open th ir eyes to the means 
of finding any remedy tor it. Thus thofe very 
pertons who are every day witnelfes of their fuf- 
ferings, are at a lofs to conceive how they are able 
to fupport them, ar,d the more fo as they are 
w'ithout the lealt relaxation, and as every kaon 
brings along with it fome peculiar evil. 

As their villages are always fltuated either neat 
a wood, or on the banks of fome lake or river, 
and oftener between l orh, as fo, n as the weather 
becomes warm the muflcctcos, together with t 
prodig ous army of other gnats,, raife a ptrfe- 
cutfon worle than that of the fmoke, which you 
are often obliged to call to your afliftance ; there 
being fcarce any other remedy againft the bite of 
thefe infers, which fee the wh<^ le body on fire 
and fulFer you not to clofe your eyes. Add to this, 
the long and fatiguing journeys you are ohen 
forced to make with thefe barbarians, fometimes 
up to the middle in water, and fometimes to the 
knees in mire, through woods and among briars 
and thorns, with the danger of lofing one’^ eyes, 
in open fields where nothing defends you from the 

burning 
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burning heat of the fun in fummer, and the 
piercing wind in winter. 

If you travel in a canoe the confined podure 
you are obliged to fit in, and the apprehenfion 
occafioned at your firft fetting out, by the extreme 
fragility of this vehicle ; the inadtion you mull of 
neceffity be. in, the flownefs of your voyage, 
which is retarded by the leaft fiiowcr of rain, or 
gale of wind ; the little fociety or converfation 
That can be had with peifons who know nothing, 
•who never open their mouths whilft they are em- 
ployed, who poifon you with their flench, and 
who fill you with vermin and naftinefs ; the ca- 
price and rudenefs you muft put up with from 
them *, the infults to which you are expofed from 
a drunkard, or a perfon whom any unforfeen ac- 
cident, a dream or the remembrance of any thing 
difagreeable puts into an ill humour •, the avarice 
natural to thofe barbarians at the fight' of any 
thing they covet, and what has coft feveral mifll- 
onaries their lives ; and in cafe war happens to be 
declared between the nations, in whofe territory 
you are, the danger you are conflantly expofed to, 
either of being reduced to the mod wretched 
flavery, or of perifhing in the mod hideous tor- 
ments ; fuch, madam, is the life that has been led 
by the fird milTionaries efpecially ; if for fome time 
pad it has been Icfs rude in fome refpedts, it has 
been attended with regard to the evangelical la- 
bourers with internal, and confequently more fen- 
fible mortifications, which far from diminifiiing 
in length of time grow in proportion to the in- 
creafe of the colony, and as the natives begin to 
have a freer correfpondcnce with all forts of per- 
funs. 
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Laftiy, that I may in a few words draw the 
portrait of thefe nations with a mien and ap- 
pearance altogether favage, and with manners and 
cuftoms which favour of the grblTcft barbarity, 
they enjoy all the advantages of fociety, %vithout 
almoft any of thofe defeats, which dillurb the 
publick tranquillity amongft us. Whillf they ap- 
pear entirely void of paflion, they commit in cold 
blood,' and even foiuetimes from principle, the 
fame adlions which the moft violent and ungo- 
vernable rage is capable of infpinng. Thofe very 
perfons who feemed to lead the moft wretched 
lives, were perhaps the only happy, mortals cn 
the face of the earth, before they were acquainted 
■with thofe objefts wh ch ieduce and pervert us: 
and even yet luxury has ma;ie no great ravages 
amongft them. We perceive m them a mixture 
of ferocity and gentlenefs, the paffions and appe- 
tites of beafts of prey, joined to a virtue whidi 
does honour to human nature. At firft view one 
would imagine them without any lorm of govern- 
ment, lav/ or fubordination, and that living in 
an abfblute independance, they abai don them- 
felves to the coiidu<ft of blind chance, and t^'the 
wildeft caprice ; they notwithftanding enjoy all the 
advantages which the beft regulated authority is 
capable of procuring, in the moft civilized nations. 
Born free and independanr, they are llruck with 
horror at whatever has the fnadow of defpoiic 
power, and very rarely deviate from certain 
maxims and ufages founded in good fenfe alone, 
which holds the place of law, and fupplies in fomc 
fort the want of legal authority. They have a na- 
tural repugnance to reftraint of every fort, but 
reafon alone is capable of retaining them in a kind 
pf fubordination, not the left effeftual towards the 

propofed for being entirely voluntary. 
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Any perfon who has once infinuated himfelf in- 
to a Jonfiderable (hare of their efteern, will find 
them fufRdently docile and ready to do any thing 
t dIrT hi! it is no eafy muter to gam their 
iLm to ’fuch a pitch. This they give to merit 
only and that to a fuperior degree of it, of 
which they are full as good judges as thofe amongfl: 
Ts? who pique themfelves moft on their d.fcern- 
ment They form their notions of this by the 
phyf.ognomy, and there is not perhaps in the world 
a fit of men who are better judges this way : this 
is owing to their having none of thofe prejudices 
in favour of any perfon which miQead us, and 
that by ftudying nature alone they know her per- 
fedly well. As they are neither flaves to am- 
bition nor intereft, as it is the fe two paflions only 
which have weakened in us the fentiments of hu- 
manity, which the author of nature has engraven 
in our hearts, the difference of conditions is un- 
neceffary for the maintenance of fociety amonglt 
them. 



Thus Madam we never, or at leafl: very feldom, 
meet with thofe haughty minds, which filled with 
a notion of th ir own grandeur and merit, imagine 
themfelves almoft a fpecies apart i who difdain the 
reft of mankind whofe love and confidence they 
therefore never obtajn •, who never converfe with 
their equals, becaufe the jealoufy which prevails 
amongft the great, will not permit them to culti- 
vate a very near acqaaintance-, who know not 
themfelves becaufe they never ftudy themfelves, 
but are conftantly blown up with felf applaufe ; 
and laft'y, who never once refleft, that in order 
to acquire the affedions of men, they muft firft 
(loop, and in fome fort, condefeend to be their 
equals -,Jo that with all this pretended fuperiority 
' ^ ^ of 
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oF underftanding, which they look upon as the 
peculiar right of the eminent ftations they poffefs 
moft of them grovel in a proud and incurable io! 
norance, of what is really worth knowing, and 
confequently never tafte the true and genuine 
fweets of life. In this country all men are equal, 
manhood being the quality moft efteemed amonoft 
them, without any diftindion from birth ; without 
any perogative of rank capable of doing prejudice 
to the rights of private perfons ; without any pre- 
eminence from merit which begets pride, and 
which makes others too fenfible of their own in- 
feriority. And though there is perhaps lefs delicacy 
of fentiment in the Indians than amongft us, there 
is however abundantly more probity with infinitely 
Icls ceremony, or equivocal compliments. 

Religion alone is capable of perfeding the good 
qualities and natural difpofitions of thefe peo- 
ple, and of corroding w'hat is wrong in them: 
this is common to them with others, but what is 
peculiar to them is, that they bring fewer obftacles 
to this improvement, after they have once begun 
to believe, which muft ever be the work of fpe- 
cial grace. It is likewife true, that in order fully 
to eftablifh the empire of religion over them, we 
muft fhew them the pradice of it in all its purity 
in its profcflbrs : they are extremely fufceptible of 
the fcandal given by bad chriftians, and fuch are 
all thofe who are newly inftruded in the principles 
of chriftian morality. 

You will perhaps afk me. Madam, whether they 
have any religion ? To this I anfwer, that though 
we cannot abfolutely affirm that they are without 
any, we muft however confefs, that it is very dif- 
bcult to define what religion this is. I ffiall en- 
tertain 
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terta’m you more at large on this article with my 
“'"'lit firft leilure; for though I have not a vaft deal 
to do in this place, yet I am often interrupted in 
fuch manner, that I cannot promife on having 
f two hours in a day to myfelf. This letter as well 
as mod of the preceeding' ones, will (hew you 
that I do not finilh them at one fitting. I Ihall 
ftliiv content rnyfell at prefent with obferving, in order to 
ingp; compleat the portrait of Indians, that even in their 
loutc mod indifferent aftions, we may difeover traces 
ptiit of the primitive religion, but which efcape thofe 
ttieirm who do not view them with fufficient attention, 
slefsit thefe being flill more effaced by the want of in- 
ngftoi ftruidion, than changed by the mixture of fuper- 
ftitious worlhip, and by fabulous traditions. 
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letter XXIV. 



Of the Religion and Traditions of the Indians of 
Canada. 

Fort at the River St. Jofeph, Sept. 8, 172 x. 
Madam, 

T his letter will in all likely hood be a very 
long one, unlefs feme unforefeen hindrance 
fliould oblige me to put off to fome other oppor- 
tunity, what I have been able to colled, relating 
to the belief, traditions and religion of our Indians. 

Nothing is more certain than that the Indians 
of this continent, have an idea of a fupreme Be- 
ing, though nothing at the fame time can be more 
obfeure. They all in general agree in looking up- 
on him as the firft fpirir, and the governor and 
creator of the world, but when you prefs them a 
little clofe on this article, in order to know what 
they underftand by the fovereign fpirit, you find 
no more than a tiffue of abfurd imaginations, of 
fables fo ill contrived, of fyftems fo ill digefted 
and fo wild, that it is impoflible to give any re- 
gular or juft account of them. It is pretended 
that the Sioux approach much nearer than the 

other 
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other Indians, towards a jufl; conception of this 
firft principle, but the little commerce we have 
hitherto had with them, does not permit me to be 
fufficicntly informed of their tradition.Sj to enable 
me to fpeak of them with any degree of cer- 
tainty. 

Almofl: all the nations of the Alqonquin lan- 
guage, give this fovereign Being the appellation of 
the great Hare ; Ibme again call him Michabou, 
and others Atahocan. Moft of them hold the opi- 
nion that he was born upon the waters, together 
with his whole court, entirely compofed of four 
footed animals like himfelf; that he formed the 
earth of a grain of fand, which he took from the 
bottom of the ocean, and that he created man of 
the bodies of the dead animals. There are like- 
wife fome who mention a god of the waters, who 
oppofed the defigns of the great Hare, or at kail 
refufed to be aflifting to him. This god is ac- 
cording to fome, the great Tyger, but it muft be 
obferved, that the true tyger is not to be found in 
Canada ; thus this tradition is probably of foreign 
extraftion. Laflly, they have a third god called 
Matcomek, whom they invoke in the winter Tea- 
fbn, and concerning whom, I have learned no- 
thing particular. 



The Arefleoui of the Hurons, and the Agref- 
koue of the Iroquois, is in the opinion of thefe 
nations, the Sovereign Being and the god of war. 
Theie^ Indians oo not give the fame original to 
mankind with the Alqonquins ; they do not fo 
much as afeend fo high as the firft creation. Ac- 
cording to them there were in the beginning fix 
men in the world, and if you afk them who placed 
them there, they anfwer you, they dont know. 

They 
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iio 5 ij They add, that one of thefe men afcended into 
cjj heaven in queft of a woman, called Atahentfic, 
of whom he had carnal knowledge, and who foon 
15 afterwards proved with child ; that the mailer of 
heaven perceiving it, threw her headlong from the 
’ ' height of the Empyrean, and that Ihe was re- 
ceived, on the back of a tortoife : that Ihe was af- 
. terwards brought to bed of two children, one of 
Jj" which killed the other. 

ho!3i There is no more faid either of the five men, 
or even of the hulband of Atahentfic, who accord- 
71^ ing to fome, had only one daughter, who was the 
. " mother of Thaouitfaran and Joulkeka. This Jat- 
■ ter who was the eldeft, killed his brother, and in 
J'"," a little time after his grand-mother refigned in 
his favour the government of the world. They 
1'^ * fay likewife, that Atahentfic is the fame with the 
moon, and that Joulkeka was the fun. There is 
re.otJ as you fee. Madam, very little connexion in all 
this, the fun being often taken for Arelkoui, in as 
)Utitn much as he is the great genius ; but is there lefs 
OKW contradidion in the theology of the Egyptians 
Grecians, who are the firlt fages of pagan 
rdf antiquity? The reafon is, that it is elTential to 
bcKt’ fallehood to contradict itfelf, and to have no folid 
deans foundation. 



The gods of the Indians have bodies, and live 
1 diei much m the fame manner with us, but without 
liondl any of thole inconvenicncies to which we are fub- 
godji jed. The word Ipirit amongll them, fignifies 
I cp only a being of a more excellent nature than others 
They have no words to exprefs what palTes the 
latiof. hounds of their own underllanding, their con- 
(ginai ceptions being extremely limited, with refpeci 
wtop to whatever is not the objeft of their fenfes, or to 

’ any 
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any thing befides the common occurrences of life, 
They however afcribe to thole imaginary beings, 
a kind of immenfity and omniprefence, for in what- 
ever place they are, they invoke them, fpeak to 
them, believe they hear what is laid to them, and 
adt in confequence. To all the queftions you put 
to thefe barbarians, in order to obtain a farther ac- 
count of their belief, they anfwer that this is all 
they have been taught or know of the matter; 
nay, there are only a few old men who have been 
initiated in their myfteries who know fo much. 

According to The Iroquois, the pofterity of 
Joulkeka did not go beyond the third generation, 
There came on a deluge in which not a foul was 
faved, fo -that in order to repeople the earth it was 
necelTary to change bealls into men. This notion 
Madam, of an univerfal deluge is very general 
amonglt the Americans ; but there is fcarce any 
room to doubt, that there has been another much 
more recent and peculiar to America. I Ihould 
never have done, were 1 to relate all that the Indians 
tell us with refpedt to the hiltory of their prin- 
cipal divinities, and the origin of the world ; but 
befides the firft being, or the great fpirit, and the 
other Gods who are often confounded with theiit, 
there is likewife an infinite number of genii or in- 
ferior fpirits, both good and evil, who have each 
their peculiar form of worllup. 

The Iroquois place Atahentfic at the head of 
thefe latter, and make Joufkeka the chief of the 
former ; they even fometimes confound him with 
the god, who drove his grandmother out of 
heaven, for fuffering herfelf to be feduced by a 
mortal. They never addrefs themfelves to the 
evil genii, except to beg of them to do them no 







hurt, but they fuppofe that the others are placed 
as fo many guardians of mankind, and that every 
perfon has his own tutelary. In the Huron Ian- 
)'ilta *^*'*^^^ called Okkis, and in the Algonquin 

Manitous : it is to them they have recourfe in all 
perils and undertakings, as alfo when they would 
obtain fome extraordinary favour; there is nothing 

the n ^^^y ”^^y them, 

let it be ever fo unreafonable or contrary to good 

fomc protedion however is not acq ired 

at the birth of rhe perfon, he muft firft be expert 
jj at the management of the bow and arrow, before 
j he can pieritthis favour, and much preparation muft 
Mtai before he can receive it, it being look- 

eeatc important affair in their whole 

jr lives : the principal circumllances of it are thefe. 

\fj blacking the child’s face ; af- 

'^“terwards they make him faft for eight days toge- 
®'^ ther, without giving him a morfel of any thing^to 
!“■, eat, and the tutelary genius muft appear to him in 
hatfca within this fpace of time. Now the empty 

“®brain of a poor child juft entering into the ftate 
1C Wof adolefcence, cannot fail of furnifliing him with 
p dreams, which they take great care to.caufe him 
repeat every morning. The faft however often 
“ Fends before the lawful time, there being few chil- 
raowdrcn who have ftrength enough to carry it fo far ; 
but this occafions no difficulty, the conveniency of 
difpenfations being fully known here as it is every 
(k-where elfe. Whatever thing the child happens to 
CM dream of, is always fuppofed to be fbe tutelary 
tdtegenius, or rather this thing is held as a fymbol, or 
)ilff figure, under which the genius manifefts himfelf; 
fedfiCibut It happens to the Indians as it docs to every 
clw^other people, who have deviated from the primi- 
idod* VoL. II. L ^ tive 
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live religion, that is, to hold faft by the fi&ure 
whilft they lofe fight of the reality. ° 

Notwithftanding thefe fymbols fignify nothin^ 
of themfelves, fometimes it is the head of a bj 
at other times the foot of fome animal, or perhaps 
a bit of wood ; in a word, the vileft and moll 
common thing imaginable. I'his is preferved how- 
ever with as much care, as the Dii Penates, or 
houfhold gods were amongft the ancients. Thereis 
even nothing in all nature, if we believe the lo- 
dians, which has not its genius, of which thcrt 
are fome of all ranks, but with different powtis, 
W hen they are at a lofs to conceive any thins, 
they attribute it to a fuperior genius, and their 
manner of expreffing themfelves then is, fhisisi 
Jpirit. This is faid \vith greater juftice of them, 
who have any fingular talent, or who have per- 
formed any extraordinary adion, Thefe are /pints, 
that is they have a tutelary genius of an ord.rlii- 
perior to the common. 



Some of them, and efpecially their juggb, 
endeavour to pcrluade the multitude, that tha 
are tranfported into cxtafies This folly has te 
of all ages and amongft all nations, and is thep; 
rent of all falfe religions ; the vanity natural n 
mankind, not being able to devife any moreeffio' 
cious means of governing the weak andfimple, fflii 
the multitude at laft carried along with them, tholt 
who valued themfelves the moft on* the fupfriori^ 
o their underftandings. The American impo^ 
tors, though they owe to themfelves only al 
tneir addrefs in this point, draw all the advaii' 
tiges from it to which they afpire. The jug' 
g ers never fail to publifh that their genii gi^* 
into the remotefl tranfaftiou^ 
and ttic moft diftant futurity in their pretended ex 

I tafifi 
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tafies ; and as chance alone, if we would not af- 
cribe fome fliare of it to the devil, caules them to 
. divine or conjedure fome times pretty right, they 
V acquire by this means great credit, and are be-^ 
lieved to be genii of the firft order. 

11^ As foon as it has been declared to a child 
, what he is thence forward to regard as his pro- 
“ teding genius, they inftrud him with great care 
in the obligation he owes him, to honour him, 
® to follow the council he lhall receive from him in 
fleep, to merit his favour, to place in him his 
® whole confidence, and to dread the effed of bis 
difpleafure Ihould he negled to acquit himfelf of 
his duty to him. This folemnity ends with a 
H feaft, and the cuftom is likewife to prick on the 
ife body of the child the figure of his O K K I, or 
M A N I T O U. It would feem that fo folemn an 
engagement, the mark of which can never be ef- 
jfs faced, ought to be inviolable; a very fmall matter 
is however fufficient to break it. 

kii The Indians are not eafily brought to confefs 
if,: themfelves in the wrong, even to their gods them- 

i felves, and make nomanner of difficulty in juftifying 
jjJ: themfelves at their expence ; thus whenever they are 

iiys under the neceflity either of condemning them-* 
jfl felves or their tutelar, the blame is always thrown 
dJj upon the latter, and they apply to another with- 
idi out any ceremony, only obferving the fame rights 
as to the former ; The women have alfo their Ma- 
jjj nitous, or Okkis, but are f^r from paying them 
,j the fame refped with the men, perhaps from their 
- giving them lefs employment. 

To all thefe genii are offered different forts of 
. offerings, or if you will facrifices. They throw 

, into the rivers and lakes tobacco or birds, which 

T- 2 have 
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have been ftrangled, in order to render the god of 
the waters propitious. In honour of the fun, and 
fometimes even of inferior fpirits, they throw into 
the fire all forts of ufeful things, and fuch as they 
believe they owe to them. This is fometimes done 
out of g'atitude, but oftner from intereHed views, 
thefe people not being fufceptible of any fentiments 
of affeftion towards their divinities. They ob- 
ferve alfo on fome occafions a fort of libations, 
and all this accompanied with invocations, wraptup 
in mytterious terms, which they have never been 
able to explain to Europeans,, whether it be that 
thefe at bottom have no fignification at all, or 
that the fenfe has been loft, vvhilft the words by 
which the tradition has been tranfmitted have 
been preferved ; and perhaps too, they may be 
willing to make a myftery of it. We alfo meet 
with collars of porcelain, tobacco, maize, peafc, 
and whole animals, efpecially dogs, on the fides 
of difficult or dangerous roads on rocks, or near 
cataradfs, which are fo many offerings to the genii 
w’ho. prefide in thefe places. I formerly faid that 
the dog was the vidlim moft commonly offered to 
them •, thefe are hung up, and even fometimes 
alive by the hind feet, and fuffered to die mad. 
The war feaft, which always confifts of dogs, 
may alfo pafs for a facrifice. Laftly, they render 
nearly the fame honours to the evil genii as to 
thofe which pafs for propitious, when they have 
any reafon to dread their malice. 

Thus Madam, amongft nations who were pre- 
tended to have no idea of religion or of a deity, 
every thing on the contrary appears to be an ob- 
jedt of religious worffiip, or leaft to have fome re- 
lation to it. Some have imagined that their fafts 
h.id no other end, than to accuftom them to fup- 
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port hunger, and 1 will allow that this motive 
might be ibme part of the reafon of this ufage ; but 
every circumftance with which they are accompa- 
nied, proves that religion has the greacell ihare in 
it v;here it only their extreme attention in ob- 
fcrving, as I have already taken notice, what 
dreams they have during that time, it being cer- 
tain that fuch dreams are looked upon as true 
oracles and warnings from heaven. 



It is ftill lefs doubtful, that their vows are pure 
' ads of religion, the ufage being abfoliiteJy the 
ie*K Pjme in this refped as with us. For example, 
* when they happen to be without provifions, as 
lit} E often falls out in their voyages and huntings, they 
e ii promife their genii to prefent in honour of them, 
ra'Hi,a portion of the firft bead they fliall afterwards 
MB kill to fome chief, and not to touch a morfel of 
xks,E it till they fhall have acquitted themfelves of their 
stoif promile. Should this happen to be impolTible by 
itrlflt reafon of the great diftance of this chief, they 
j|y(feburn the part allotted for him, and, thus make it 
infoia kind of facrifice. 
tot 

ftsof: Formerly the Indians in the neighbourhood of 

tkj! Acadia, had in their country near the fea-lhore, i 
goiii tree extremely ancient, of which they relate many 
j tiij wonders, and which was always loadcn with of- 
ferings. After the fea had laid open its whole root, 
it ftill ftipported itfelf a long time almoft in the 
10 ^S^ihft the violence of the winds and waves, 
^„fi;which confirmed thofe Indians in the notion, that 
muft be the abode of fome powerful fpi- 
iv;fc nor was its fall even capable of undeceivincr 
jjjjj them, fo that as long as the fmalleft part of its 
j branches appeared -above water, they paid it the 
fame honours as whilfl: it ftood. 

L 3 
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Mofi; of their feftivals fongs and dances alfo 
appeared to me to have their origin in religion, 
and to preferve feveral traces of it ; but one muft 
be very fharp-fighted, or rather one muft have a 
very ftrong imagination to perceive what certain 
travellers pretend to have difcovered in them. 1 
have known fome perfons, who not being able to 
get it out of their heads, that our Indians are 
defcended from the ancient Hebrews, find in every 
thing a ftrong refemblance between thefe barba- 
rians and the people of God. It is true there are 
fome cuftoms which have fome appear.mce of this, 
fuch as not to make ufe of knives in certain re- 
pafts, and not to break the bones of the beafts 
eaten in them and fuch alfo is the feparation of 
the women from their hufbands, during certain 
infirmities of the fex. And fome have even heard, 
or at Icaft have thought they heard them pro- 
nounce the word Allelujah in fome of their fongs; 
but who would ever believe their boring their ears 
and noftrils, to be in obedience to the law of cir- 
cumcifion ? And befides who does not know that 
the rite of circumcifion, is more ancient than the 
law which ordained the obfervation of it to Abra- 
ham and his pofterity ? 'I'he featt which is made 
on their return from hunting, and in which no- 
thing muft be left, has likewife been taken for a 
kind of Holocauft, or for a relique of the Jewidi 
pafTover, and the rather, fay they, becaufe when 
any perfon was not able to get the better of hii 
own portion, he was at liberty to make ufe of the 
afliftance of his neighbours, as was the pradice 
amongft the people of God, when one family 
were not able to eat the whole Pafchal lamb. 

An ancient milfionary, who lived long amorgft 
jhe Cutaways, writes, that amongft thefe Indians 
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an old man does the office of a pried on the fedi* 
vals 1 have been jud mentioning, that he begins 
by returning thanks to the genii for the fuccds of 
the hunting, and that afterwards another perfon 
takes a roil of tobacco, breaks it in two and throws 
it into the fire. What is certain is, that thoi'e who 
have cited them as a proof of the poffibility of 
atheifm, properly fo called, were not acquainted 
with them. It is true they never difcourfe about 
religion, and that their extreme indolence and in- 
difierence on this po nt, has always been the great- 
ed obdacle to their converfion to Chridianity, but 
the fmalled acquaintance with them is fufficient to 
confute thofe, who fay they h.ave no idea of a 
deity. Indolence is their predominant pallion ; it 
even appears in their mod important affairs, but 
in fpite of this defeiff, and even in fpite of that 
fpirit of indfependance in which they are brought 
up, there is no nation in the world who pay a 
more flaviffi refpeft to the Deity, of whom their 
ideas are very confufed, fo that they never attr'ibute 
any thing to chance, and derive an omen from 
every thing that happens, which is according to 
them, as I have already remarked, a declaration 
of the will of heaven. 

I have read in fome memoirs, that among feve- 
ral nations on this continent, there were formerly 
young women who lived feparate from all com- 
merce with men, and who never married. I am 
neither able to vouch nor contradidf this affertion. 
Virginity is in itfclf fo pcrfedl a date, that we 
ought not to be furprized it fhould have been re- 
fpeded in all countries in the world ; but our mod 
anc'tent midionaries never make mention, at lead 
as far as I know of thefe vedals, though feveral 
of them agree in the edeem in which celtbacy vyas 
L 4 held 
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eld in feme countries. I even find that amonoft 

he Hurons and Iroquois, there were not long fince 
redufes, wlio obferved continence, and they Ihew 
certain very falutary plants which have no virtue 
according to the Indians, except they are employed 
by virgin hands, ^ 

The beft eftablifhed opinion amongft our Ame- 
ricans is, that of the immortality of the foul. 
They cto not however believe it to be purely fpiri- 
tuaj more than their genii, and to tell truth, are in- 
capable of giving any diftind i.finition of either. 

, If you afk them what they think of their fouh 
they anfwer, that they are like lb many Ihadows 
and living images o. the body, and it is by a con- 
lequcnce or this principle, that they believe every 
thing in the univerfe to be animated. Thus it is 
only by tradition they have received this notion 
of the immortality of the foul. And in the dif- 
ferent expreffions they make ufe of, in explaining 
themfelves on this fubjeft, they frequently confound 
the ioul with its faculties, and thefe again with 
their operations, though they very well know how 
to diftinguifh them, when they have a mind to 
.‘peak with accuracy. 

They rnaintain, Jikewife, that the foul when 
feparated from the body, preferves the fame in- 
clinations and pafiions it had in its former ftate, 
and this IS the reafon why they bury along with the 

S’ imagine they may ftand in 

need of. I hey are even perfiiaded, that it re- 

rf rT feltival 

bv anH ^ ^ ^ account 

cLnfru nf V^'i^ S it goes into the 

tiansformf'l according to feme, it is 

tunsiormcd into a tortoife. 
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There are others who acknowledge two fools in 
men ; to the one, they attribute every thing I have 
been juft now (peaking of, and pretend that the 
other never quits the body, unlefs it is to pafs 
into fome other, which however happens only, fay 
they, to the fouls of little children, which having 
enjoyed but a fliort term of life, obtain leave to 
begin a new one. It is for this reafon that they 
bury children by the high-way fades, that the wo- 
men who pafs that way may collefl their fouls. 
Now thefe fouls which are fuch faithful compa- 
nions to their bodies muft be fed, and it is in order 
to difeharge this duty, that eatables are laid upon 
their tombs ; but this is of Ihort continuance, fo 
that the fouls muft begin in time to learn to faft. 
They are fometimes hard enough put to it to fub- 
fift the living, without the additional charge of 
feeding the dead. 

One thing with refpedf to which the Indians are 
never forgetful, let them be in ever fo great an ex- 
tremity, whereas amongft us the living are enrich- 
ed by the fpoils of the dead ; the Indians on the 
contrary, not only carry along with them to the 
grave every thing that belonged to them, but alfo 
receive prefents of their relations and friends be- 
fides. For this reafon they were extremely fcan- 
dalized, on feeing the French open the fepulchers 
in order to ttrip the dead of their robes of beaver 
fkins. Tombs are held fo facred in this country, 
that to violate them is the greateft hoftility that can 
be committed againft a nation, and the ftrongeft 
proof that you fet them at defiance. 



ma® 

si®’ * nave already faid, that the fouls, when the time 
fomt of leaving their bodies forever is come, go into a 
region which is allotted for their everlafting abode. 
R This 
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This country fay the Indians, lies very far to the 
weftward fo that the fouls are feveral months in 
arriving at it. They have even vaft difficulties to 
furmount, and are expofed to prodigious dangersby 
the way. They above all things talk much of a 
river they have to pafs, and on which many have 
been fhipwrecked ; of a dog from whom they 
have much ado to defend themfelves, of a place 
of torment where they expiate their fins ; of ano- 
ther, where the fouls of thofe prifoners of war who 
have been burned are tormented, and where they 
arrive as late as poflible. 

This notion is the reafon why after the death of 
thefe wretches, they take great care to vifit every 
place near their cabbins, ftriking inceffiantly witli 
rods and raifing the moft hideous cries, in order 
to drive the fouls to a diftance, and to keep them 
from lurking about their cabbins, in order to re- 
venge the torments they^lave made them under- 
gOi The Iroquois fay, that Atahenftic has her 
common refidcnce in this tartarus, and that her 
foie occupation is the feducing of fouls to their 
deftrudlion ; but that Joufkeka omits nothing to 
fecure them agaii^ft the wicked defignsof hisgrand- 
mother. Amongft the fabulous itories of what 
paffes in the lower regions, and which refemblefo 
much thofe in Homer and Virgil, there is one 
which feems to have been copied from the fable of 
Orpheus and Euridice, in which there hardly wants 
any thing, except to change the names. 

Moreover, Madam, this happinefs, which tht 
Indians hope to enjoy in their imaginary Elyfium. 
IS not believed to be the recompenfc of virtue 
on y , to have been a good hunter, brave in war, 
fortunate in all one’s enterprifes, to have killed 

and 



and burned a great number of enemies, are the 
foie merits which entitle them to this paradile, the 
j** whole felicity of which confifts in an inexhauftible 
plenty of game and filhes, an everlafting fpring, 

•j * a vaft abundance of all things without being oblig- 
® ed to work, and a full fatisfadion of all their 
fenfual appetites. Tliefe are likewife the only 
bleflings they afk of their gods in their life-time. 

®: All their fongs, which are originally their prayers, 
'j*' have no other theme befides the goods of this life, 
there being not the lead mention any more than 
in their vows of an hereafter ; they are certain of 
being happy in the other world in proportion to 

their happinefs in this. 

tor. 

® The fouls of beads have alfo a place in the in- 
fernal regions, and are according to the Indians 
immortal, as well as ours ; they even acknowledge 
in them a kind of reafon, and not only every fpe- 
cies, but every individual animal, if we may be- 
isi lieve them, has its tutelary genius. In a word 
anil they hold no difference between us, and the brutes 
foti but in degree only. Man, fay they, is king of 
tiS the animals, who have all of them the fame fa- 
lofii culties, but that man poffeffes them in a very fu- 
rifii perior degree. They hold likewife that in hell 
Iff there are models of fouls of all kinds, but they 
tic give themfelvcs very little trouble in explaining 
iili this notion, and in general concern themfelves very 
ui little with matters of pure fpeculation : have the 
^ faged philofophers of Pagan antiquity who have 
been at fo much pains to explain them, been much 
r more fuccefsful than they ? It is impollible to walk 
fafely amidd thefe abfurdities, but by the torch of 
V faith. 

It There 
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There is nothing in which thefe barbarians car- 
ry their fuperftition to a more extravagant icngth, 
than in what regards dreams ; but they vary great- 
ly in their manner of explaining themfelves on this 
point. Sometimes it is the realbnable foul which 
ranges abroad, whilft the fenfitive foul continues 
to animate the body. Sometimes it is the familiar 
genius, who gives falutary council with refped to 
what is going to happen. Sometimes it is a vifit 
made by the foul of the objed of which he 
dreams. But in whatever manner the dream is 
conceived, - it is always looked upon as a thing fa- 
cred, and as the moft ordinary way in which the 
gods make known their will to men. 

Filled with this idea, they cannot conceive how 
we Ihould pay no regard to them. For the mod 
part they look upon them either as a defire of the 
foul infpired by fomc genius, or an order from him; 
and in confequence of this principle, they hold it a 
religious duty to obey them ; and an Indian ha- 
ving dreamed of having a finger cut off, had it 
really cut off as foon as he awoke, after having 
prepared himfelf for this important aflion by a 
fcaft. Another having dreamed of being prifoner 
and in the hands of his enemies, was much at a lofs 
what to do ; he confulted the jugglers, and by 
their advice, caufed himfelf to be tied to a poll and 
burnt in feveral parts of the body. 

There are happy and unhappy dreams. For 
inftance, to dream of feeing a great number of 
elks is, fay they, a fign of life ; but to dream of 
feeing bears, denotes that the party is foon to die. 

I have already faid, that we muft except thofe times 
in which they prepare themfelves for the hunting 

of 
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of thefe animals. But in order to fhew you, Ma- 
ntis dam, to what a length thefe barbarians carry their 
,ai!3 extravagance, with regard to dreams, I will relate 
vattf to you a fadl attefted by two irreproachable perlons 
Ivtsjt were eye-wicneffes to it. 

fo’i? 

I CO® Two miffionaries wTre travelling in the com- 
tlit;;- pany of fome Indians, and one night as their 
guides were in a profound fleep, one of them a- 
ijiii waked fuddenly quite out of breath, making ef- 
[ forts to cry out, and beating himfelf as if he had 
ijjjj been poflefled with fome devil. The noife he 
made foon waked every body ; they at firft thought 
the man mad; they feized him and tried eve- 
ry means to bring him to himfelf, but all to 
no purpofe : his fury continued to encreafe and 

as they were no longer able to hold him, they 
hid all the arms /or fear of the worft. Some of 
them afterwards bethought themfelves of preparing 
Efitoc ^ beverage made of certain herbs of great 

, virtue; but when they were leaft aware the pa- 
tient leaped into the river. 
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He was immediately drawn out, and though he 
confefled he was cold, he refufed to come near a 
good fire that had been juft lighted : he fat down 

at the foot of a tree, and as he appeared more com- 
pofcd, they brought him the draught they had pre- 
pared for him. It is to this child, faid he, you 
muft give it, pointing to a bears flcin fluffed with 
ftraw ; he was obeyed, and the whole of the be- 
verage was poured down the throat of the animal. 
They then afked what had been the matter with 
him? I dreamed, faid he, that a racoon had 
got into my belly. They all burft out a laughing, 
laut there was a necefiity of curing his diftempered 
imagination, which was done in this manner. 

They 
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They all fell to counterfeit the madman, cryin® 
with all their might, that they had animals in thei 
bellies, but added, that they were unwilling to 
throw themfeJves into the river in order toV 
lodge them, on account of the cold ; and that they 
thought fweating a much better way. Our hypo 
condriac found this propofal excellent •, aftove« 
immediately ereded, into which they all enteriid 
with loud cries, every one endeavouring to coun- 
terfeit the cry of the animal he pretended to 
have in his belly, one a goofe, another a duck, t 
third a buftard, and a fourth a frog ; the dream- 
er alfo counterfeited the cry of a racoon. But wk 
is really ridiculous is, that all the reft beat meafure, 
ftriking with all their might upon his Ihouldets, 
with defign, to fatigue him, and caufe himtofall 
afleep, 1 o any other than an Indian, he hadiokat 
was fufneient to hinder him from clofing his eyes 
for (everal days ; they however fucceeded in vtk 
they intended. The patient flept long, and atbii 
waking found himfeil perfedlly cured, beingneifc 
lenlible of the fweating which muft have exhauftt 
him, nor of the blows and bruifes which he hada- 
ceived, and having loft the remembrance cvenia 
the very dream which had coft him fo dear. 



But It is not only he who dreams that is tofr 
tisfy the obligations, he believes he is laid unds 
y the dream : it would be a crime in any periffi 

to refufe him, what he has defired in his dream- 
and you may very wdl judge, Madam, with wba: 
confequences this is likely to be attended. Buu> 
t e inclians are not much governed by felf interelt; 
this principle is attended with lefs abufethanit 
wouij be any where cl fe; and befides, every oat 

m i'S 'r ‘ u t^efired happer- 

I luch a nature as not to be capable of being 
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furnifhed by a private pcrfon, the public take the 
obligation of it upon themfelves, and even Ihould 
they be obliged to go in qucfl: of it five hundred 
leagues, it muft be found, coft what it will and 
when it has once been obtained, it is in'conceivable 
with what care it is preferved. if it happen to be 
any inanimate thing, they are more at eafe *, but 
if an animal, its death occafions a furprizing 
anxiety. 



^ The affair becomes ftill more ferious, fhould any 
one take it into his head to dream that he cuts the 
throat of another, for he will certainly accomplilh 
it if he can ; but woe to him, in his turn, Ihould 
a third perfon dream that he revenges the dead, 
“‘‘'j They may, however, eafily extricate themfelves 
from fuch difficulties, provided they have prefence 
dob of mind immediately to oppofe to fuch a dream 
another which contradifts it. “ I plainly fee”, 
bg,. fays the firft dreamer, in that cafe, “ that your 
“ fpirit is ftronger than mine, fo let us mention 
Ik “ it no more.” They are not all, however, foea- 
fkitl; fily brought to relinquifh their purpofe; but 
there ar« few who may not be fatisfied, or in other 
(oil: words, have their genius appcafed by fome fmall 
prefcnt. 
nstti 



jiili I do not know whether religion has any fhare in 
til what is commonly called f/he fejlival of dreams^ 
liji to which the Iroquois and fome others have with 
jj^i more propriety, given the appellation of the turn- 
td of the head. This is a fort of Bacchanalian ce- 
remony which commonly lafts fifteen days, and 
is celebrated towards the end of winter. There is 
no fpecies of folly which is not then committed ; 
jjj. every one running from cabbin to cabbin, difguifed 
in a thoufand different fhapes, all of them equally 

ridiculous 
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ridiculous, breaking and deftroying every thing, 
no one daring to oppofe them. Whoever would 
avoid fuch a conlufion, and not be expofed to ail 
the outrages he mull fuller on this occafion, ought 
to take care to abfent himfelf. The moment any 
of thofe BacchanJtlians meet with ^ny one he gives 
him his dream to interpret, which if he does, it 
is certainly at his own coft, as he is obliged to 
procure whatever he has dreamed of. The feftival 
ended, every thing is reftored, a great feaft is 
made, wlien they are folely intent on repairing the 
damages during the mafquerade, which are mod 
commonly far from being inconfiderable ; for this 
is likewife one of thofe opportunities which 
are waited for in filence, in order to give a 
^ hearty drubbing to thofe, from whom they 
imagine they have received any affront : but 
the feaft being over, every thing is to be for- 
gotten. 



I find a defeription of one of thefe feftivals in 
the journal of a miflionary, who was, contrary 
to his inclination, fpedlator of one of them at 
Onnontague. 1 his was proclaimed 22d of Febru- 
ary, the proclamation being made by the elders, 
with as much formality as if it had been an affair 
of State. This was fcarce over, when men, wo- 
men, and children were running about almoft en- 
tirely naked, although it was then intollerably 
cold. At firft they vifited every cabbin, then they 
wandered about for fome time on all fides, with- 
out knowing whither they went, or what they 
w'ould be at ; one would have taken them for fo 
many drunken perfons or madmen, whom fome 
fudden tranfport of fury had driven befides them- 
felves. 

Many 
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■''"I: Many were fatisfied with having indulged them* 

WTtrr felves in this piece of folly, and appeared no more. 

But the reft refolvcd to make ufe of the privilege of 
'‘k: the feftival, during which they are reputed as per- 

nionis fons out of their fenfes, and confequently as not 
OKk, accountable for what they do, and accordingly em- 
1>! brace fuch opportunity of revenging their private 
isobij quarrels, which on this occafion they did moft ef- 
Tltili fcdually. Upon fome they threw water by whole 
jreatfe pail-fulls, w’hich freezing immediately pierced with 
rcpaiit cold thofe upon whom it fell. On others they 
lid ft threw hoc afhes, or all manner of filth ; fome 
able;;: threw fire-brands or burning coals at the head of 

Jnities' the firft perfon they met; others deftroyed every 
ir to E thing in the cabbins, fell upon thofe to whom 
wboia they bore any grudge or fpite, and loaded them 
affroii!: with blows. In order to be delivered from this 
is toll perlecution, it was neceffary to guefs their dreams, 
of which it was frequently impoffible to have any 
manner of conception. 
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The minionary and his companion were often 
on the point of being more than bare fpedfators of 
this extravagance : one of thofe madmen went in* 
to a cabbin where they had feen them take refuge 
at the beginning of the fray. I.uckily for them 
they had juft left it, otherwife there is reafon to 
believe, this furious fellow would have done them 
a mifehief. Difconcerted by their retreat, he cried 
out that he wanted fomebody to guefs his dream, 
and that he would be fatisfied on the fpot : Some 

delay being made he faid, I will kill a Frcnch- 
rnan ; immediately the owner of the cabbin threw 
him a French coat, which he ran through in feve- 
ral places. 
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Then the perfon v.-ho had thrown him the coat, 
fallincr-in his turn into a fury, cried out that he 
would revenge the French, and that he would re- 
duce the whole, village to afhes : He began by 

fettin" fire to his own cabbin in which this Iccne had 
paflfed, and every body having left it, he fhut him- 
fdf up in it. The fire which was kindled in fe- 
veral places had not as yet broke our, when one of 
the miflionaries appeared and was going to enter it, 
when being told what had happened, and tearing 
what might happen to his It. If, he broke open the 
door, laid hold on the Indian, turned him out, 
extinguifned the fire, and fhut himfelf up in the 
cabbin. Ilis hoft in th.e mean time ran through 
the whole village, crying out that he would fetit 
on fire : a dog was then thrown to him, inhop.’s 

that he would latiate his rage upon this animal, but 
he faicl, this was (till not fufneient to repair the 
affront that hul been done him, by killing a French- 
man in his cabbin •, upon which they threw him a 
fecond which he cut in pieces, and hu tranfport 
immediately ceafed. 



This man had a brother, who had a mind to play 
his part likewife. He drefled himfelf nearly in 
the fame manner as the fatyrs are reprefented, being 
covered all over from head to foot with the leaves 
of maize ; he caufed equip tw'o women like me- 
gaeras, their faces being blacked, their hair dilhevd- 
ed, a wolfs fldn over their body, and a ftake in their 
hands. Thus efeerted he went through all the 
cabbins, crying out and howling with all his might; 
he clambered up their roofs, where he played a 
thoufand tricks, with as much dexterity as the mou 
experienced rope-dancer could have done, then he 
fent forth dreadful cries, as if fome great misfor- 
tu.ne had befallen him ; afterwards he came down, 

and 
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and walked gravely along, preceded by bis tvvo 
bacchanalians, who being feized with the fame 
phrenZy in their turn, overthrew every thing they 
met with in their way. Thefe were fcarce reco- 
vered from this madnefs or wearied with their part, 
when another woman fiicceeded in their place, en- 
tered the cabbin,in which were the two jefuits, arm- 
ed with a mufkct, fhe had juft got by propounding 
a dream to be explained, and fung the war fong 
making a thoufand imprecations if ftie did not 
make Ibme prilbners. 

A warrior followed clofe after this AmaZofi, a 
bow and arrow in one hand, and in the other a bayo- 
net. After he had made his throat fore with cry- 
ing, he fuddenly fell upon a woman who was not 
in the leaft aware of it, held his bayonet to her 
throat, feized her by the hair, cut off a handful of 
it, and fo went off. Next appeared a jugg er hold-' 
ing in his hand a ftaff adorned with fe^hers, by 
means of which he boafted that he could divine 
the moft fecret and hidden tranfadions. An In- 
dian accompanied bearing a vafe filled with I know 
not what liquor, of which he gave him to drink 
from time to time ; the quack had no fboner put 
It to his lips than he thruft it from him again, 
blowing on his hands and ftaff, and at each 
time divining all fuch riddles as were propofed 
to him. ^ 

Two women came afterwards, giving it to be 
underftood, that they wanted fomething. One of 
them immediately fpread on the ground a mattrefs, 
by which it was divined that fhe wanted fome fifti, 
which were accordingly given her. The other ear- 
ned a rnattock in her hand, by which they con- 
ceived Ihc wanted a field to labour, fhe was there- 

M 3 fofg 
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fore led w^khout ibe village, and imrr.ediately had 
her reqiieft granted her. A chief had dreamed, as 
he faid of feeing t^vo human hearts: the dream 

could not be explained whkli caufed univeifal 
anxiety ; this perfon made a great deal of noile 
about it, fo that the feaft was prolonged for a day 
oh this account : but all was to no purpofe, fo 
that he was obliged to be fatisSied. Sometimes 
were feen companies of armed men, who feemed 
as if they were going to engage ; fometimes 
troops of dancers, playing all forts of farces. I’his 
madnefs lafted four days, and it appeared that the 
ufua! time of it had been abridged, in confideration 
of the wo jefuits ; they, however, committed 
full as many dilbrders as tliey ufed to do in filteen. 
They had moreover this further regard for the mif- 
fionaries, as not to difturb them in t'.-e cxercife of 
their fundlions, nor to hinder the Chriftians from 
performing their religious duties. But I have al- 
ready laid enough on this article ; I am now foal- 
ing my letter, in o.ider to give it to a traveller, who 
lets out for the colony, and am, dec. 
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Sequel of the T^raditions of the Indians. 



Fort on the River St. Jofeqhy September 14 , 1721 . 
Madam, 

J T is now three days fince I fet out from this 
place for Cliicagou, by coafti'ng along the foutit 
ftore ot lake Michigan ; but we found the lake 
fo.llormy that we relblved to return hither and to 
feek out fome other way to reach Louifiana. Our 
departure is fixed on the i6th, and I am going to 
make ule of this delay of two days to continue my 
account of the cuftoms and tradition's of our Ame- 
ricans. 



The Indians, with refpecl to what I have been 
Ipeaking of in my laft letter, acknowledge only 
the power of the good genii, and none but wizards 
and luch as have recourfe to witchcraft, are held 
to have any commerce with evil fpirits ; and it is the ' 
women chiefly who exercife this deteftable profef- 
fion. Their profelTed jugglers not only do not ex - 
. M 3 ercife 
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crcife it openly, but it is even a particular ftudy 
with them, to be able ftudy witchcraft, and to 
hinder its pernicious effects. There is nothing at 
bettom in all I have been told on this head but 
nieer quackery •, fometimes they extrafl: t e venom 
, '.p'.nts, or make uie of herbs gathered at cer- 
t'-mes, wl.il' they are pronouncing certain 
- r of animals which are firft ftrangled, 
us of which are afterwards thrown 

iiitu tiu 1. e. 

An ongft the Illinois and almoft all the other 
nations, they make fmall figures to reprefent thofe 
whofe days they have a mir.d to lliorten, and 
w'hich th.y ftab to the heart. At other :imes they 
take a ftone. and by means of certain invocations, 
they pretend to form fuch another in the heart of 
their enemy. I ^rn perfuaded this happens but fel- 
dom, provided the devil has no fliare in it ; they 
are, however, in fuch apprehenfion of magicians, 
that the lead fufpicion of exercifing this profeffion, 
is fufficient to caufe a perfon to be torn to pieces. 
Koiwithftanding, however, the danger which at- 
tends the following this trade, there are every- 
where perfons who have no other. And it is even 
true, that the moft fenfible and leaft credulous per- 
fons, who have frequented the Indians agree, that 
there is fometimes more than mere conceit in their 
magick. 

Now, Madam, is it to be thought, that thefe 
infidels are the only perfons who have never had 
any intercourfc with the devil ? And what other 
mafter befides this wicked fpirit, who was a mut‘ 
(lerer from the hegihning, could have taught fo ma- 
ny nations, who have never had any intercourfc 
one with another, an art, which we cannot hold 

as 
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as entirely imaginary, without contradi<fling the 
holy fcriptures? We muft therefore confels, 
that the infernal powers have fome agents upon 
earth, but that God has prefcribed. very narrow 
limits to their malignity i and if he lometimes 
permits us to feel the efiedts of the power he hath 
thought proper to fuffer them to polfefs, it is only 
in order to manifeft his juftice and mercy. 

Much the fame thing may be faid of the jug- 
glers of Canada, who profefs to have no commerce 
but with, what they cal!, the benevolent genii, and 
by whole means they boaft of knowing what palTes 
in the moft diftant countries, and in the remoteft 
futurity ; of being able to difcover the fource and 
nature of the moft hidden difeafes, and of having 
the fecret of curing them ; to difcern the part that 
is to be taken, in the moft perplexed affairs •, to 
explain the moft obfcure dreams-, to make the 
moft difficult ne..ociations prove fuccefsiul-, and 
laftly, to render the gods propitious to warriors 
and hunters. Thele pretended good genii are like 
all the gods of Paganifm, real devils, which re- 
ceived that homage which is due to God alone, and 
whofe illufions are ftiH more dangerous than thofe 
of the evil genii, as they contribute to retain their 
adorers in their blind devotion. 

It is beyond all doubt, that amongft their agents 
the moft audacious are always the moft refped'ted, 
who with a very I ttle add refs, eafily perfuade nations 
born and brought up in fuperftition. And al- 
though they have feen with their own eyes the 
birth of thofe impoftures, yet ffiould they enter- 
tain a defire of aferibing to themfelves a fuperna- 
tural birth, they find perfons credulous enough to 
M 4 believe 
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be'ieve them on their bare worJ, as much as if 
they had feen them defcend from heaven, and who 
look upon it as a fort of enchantment, that they 
formerly believed them born like other men ; their 
artifices are, however, generally fo coarfe and 
thread-bare, that there are none befides fools and 
children deceived by them, except when they aft 
in quality of phyficians : for who does not know 

when the bufmefs in queftion is the recovery of 
one’s health, that the moft exceflive credulity is of 
all countries, and even as common in fuch as 
picque themfelves moft on their wifdom as in 
;:hofe whofe underftandings are lefs enlightened ? 

After all. Madam, I repeat it, it is difficult 
not to allow, that amongft thefe infidels there are 
fome things very capable of deceiving, at leaft, the 
multitude. I have heard perfons fay, whofe vera- 
city- and wifdom I could not fufpe£t, that when 
thefe impoftors fliut themfelves up in a ftove, in 
order to make themfelves fweat, which is one of 
their moft common preparations for their illufions, 
they differ in nothing from the Pythias or fybils, 
as the poets reprefent them on the tripod: that they 
are feen to fall into convulfions and extacies, to af- 
fume a tone of voice, and to perform adlions which 
appear beyond human power, and which infpire 
thole fpeftators who have the rtrongeft 
difbelief of their impoftures, with a horror and 
aftonifliment, which ^they are unable to over- 
come. 

It is alfo affirmed that they fuffer greatly on 
thofe occafions, and that there are fome of them 
who are ve y difficultly prevailed with, and even 
though they have been very well paid to deliver ' 
themiclves into the hands of the Ipirit which con* 

vulfes 
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®cli;vulfcs them. But we are not to believe that there 
'iSjiijs anything fupernatural in this, that juft alter co- 
ming out of thofe violent fweats they plunge into 
"’‘^■'i'cold water, and even fomctinies when it is frozen', 
toarl: without leeling the leaft inconvenience from it. 
isfexhis is common to them, with all the other Indi- 
tans, and even with other northern nations *. This 
JsriCt'is an experiment, which fomewhat difconcerts the 
recoirfeience of phyfick, but in which the devil has cer- 
cduliti tainly no manner of lhare. 
i in k 

ildom : It is alfo certain, that their jugglers are too often 

iligbitrue in their predidions, to fuffer us to believe that 
they divine at random, and that there pafs on, 

: is itithole occafions, things which it is almoft impoffible 
elstki to acccount for, in any natural way. And even 
,atln;the very pofts with which thefe ftoves were fupport- 
fliK; ed, have been feen to bend to the earth, whillf the 
tkijuggler remained motionlefs and without touching 
I j Hj. them, and whilft he fweated and foretold what was to 
itliij# happen. The letters of the ancient miflionaries are 
^jjfljffilled with fads which leave no room to doubt, 
ijjjjf||.that thefe feducers have a real compad with the Fa- 
jj], jjij.iher of deceit and lies. Several Frenchmen have 
tacits, thing, 1 flaall only quote one 

fci which I have from the fountain-head. 

*L ^^tis, Madame de Marfon, and 

fhe is there flill ; now this is what the Marquis de 
lct»f her fon-in-law and our prefent governor 

told me this winter, and which he had from this 
lady, who is far from being a perfon of a weak 
mind. She was one day very urieafy about M. de 
?*' Marfon, her hufband who commanded at that time 

1C 0* • 

, d- ^ 

Regnard afTures us, in his voyage to Lapponia, 
iy{;icil' that he has feen the fame thing done in Bothnia. 
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in a poft in Acadia ; be was ftill abfent, thougli 
the time he had fixed for his return was already 
paft. An Indian woman feeing Madame de Mar- 
fon uneafy, alkcd her the reafon of it, and ha- 
ving learned it, told her, after mufing fome time 
on it, not to vex herfelf, that her hufband would 
return luch a day at fuch a hour, naming both, 
with a grey hat on his head. As Ihe perceived the 
lady gave no credit to her predidion, fhe return- 
ed to her, at the day and hour fhe had affigned, and 
afked her whether fhe would not come to fee her 
hufband arrive, and prefled her fo ftrongly to follow 
her, that at laft fhe led her to the bank of the ri- 
ver. They had fcarce arrived there, when Monf. 
de Marfon appeared in a canoe, with a grey hat on 
his head •, and being told what had pafTed, alTured 
them, that he was utterly at a lofs to conceive 
which way the Indian woman could know the day 
and hour of his arrival. 

This example. Madam, with many others whlct 
I know, and which|are no lefs certain, prove, that 
the devil is fometimes concerned in the magick of 
the Indians but it belongs only, fay they, totlie 
jugglers to make the evocations, when the bufmeli 
is of publick concern. It is pretended that all tlie 
Algonquins and Abenaquis, formerly, praclifeda 
kind of pyromancy, the whole myftery of which is 
as follows. They reduced to a very fine powder 
fome charcoal, made of cedar, they difpofed this 
powder in their own manner, and afterwards fet fire 
to it, and by the form which the fire took whilu 
it ran along this powder, they pretended M 
difeover what they wanted to know. They addi 
that the Abenaquis, when they were converted 

to Chriflianity, had much difficulty in renoun- 
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^«scin<^ this ufage, which they looked upon as a 
ifcvcry innocent way of knowing what paiTed at a 
ofit,diftance. 

hulk I have never heard it faid whether fuch private 
mijperfons, as were irclined to pofiefs fucHi iecrets, 
bepsrwere under any necefllrv of pafling any trial at their 
tio[\initiation ^ but proleiled jugglers are never in- 
ladafcveaed with this charafter, by which they enter in- 
coffiko a kind of compaft with the genu, and which 
[^Afenders their perfons venerable, till after they have 
.(^jiprepared themfelves by fadings, which they carry 
pto a great length, during which they are' inceliant- 
, py beating the drum, ihouting, howling, finging 
j iand fmoaking. The inftallation is afterwards made 
1 ITin a kind of Bacchanalian feftival with ceremonies 
in fo very extravagant and accompanied with fuch 
'““‘tranfports of fury, that one would imagine the de- 
vil took poffefTion of their bodily organs, from that 
moment. 

lauf® 

ttffljiF notwithftanding, the minifters of thofe 

"I®; pretended gods, only in as- much as they make 
> known to men their will, and ferve them as inter- 

* preters •, for if we might give the appellation of 
ludfii# fatrifices, to the offerings which thefe nations pay 
to their divinities, their priefts are always different 
from their jugglers : tiiefe in all publick cere- 

'fff? monies are the chiefs, and in domeftick occurren- 
ces, it is generally the father of the family, or in 
afis** his abfence the mod confiderable perfon in the cab- 
ife** bin, who performs this fundtion. But the chief 
f ^ occupation of the jugglers, at lead that by which 
0*. they get mod profit is phyfick : they exercife 

this art by principles, founded on the know-r 

»liv' ledge 
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ledge of fimples, on experience, and as is done 
every where elfe, on the circumftanccs of the calc 
but very rarely without a mixture of fuperftitioti 
and quackery, of which the vulgar are conftantly 
the dupes. 

There is, perhaps, no fet of men in the world 
more fo to thefe impoftures, than the Indians, 
though there are very few who are under lefs ne- 
ccffity of having recourfe to phyfick. They are 
not only ahnoft all of a found and robuft conllitu- 
tion, but were utterly unacquainted with moll of 
the difeales to which we are fubjedl, before we had 
commerci with them. They knew not what the 
Imall-pox was when they got it from us, and we 
can only attribute the prodigious ravages it has 
made amongfi: them to their ignorance. The gout, 
the gravel, ftone and apoplexy, with a number of 
other evils fo common in Europe, are not yet 
known in this part of North-America, at lead a- 
mongft the natives. 

It is true, thole excelfes committed in their 
fe'afts, and in their outrageous fallings, occafioa 
pains and weaknefles in the breaft and ftomach, 
which carry off great numbers of them; many 
young perfons alfo die of the conl'umption, which 
they pretend, is a confequence of the exceffive 
fatigue and violent exercifes to which they expofe 
themfclves from their infancy, and before they arc 
able to fupport them. It is a folly to believe with 
fome, that their blood is of a colder nature than 
ours, and to attribute to this, their pretended in- 
fenlibility in torments ; but it is extremely bal- 
famick, which proceeds, no doubt, from their 
not u'fing any fait or high fealbnings in theit 
-diet. 

They 
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Mdj They feldom look upon a difeafe as purely na- 
ksk tiiral, and amongft the ordinary remedies which 
ofk they ufe, there are fome who have the virtue of 
I arttiCuring fimply by themfelves. The great ufe which 
they make of their fimples, is for the cure of 
wounds, fradures, diflocations, luxations and rup- 
enij rures. They blame the great incifions which our 
an liTiirgeons make, in order to clean wounds, they 
•e K- ex]^efs the juice of feveral plants, and with this 
Gcrcompofition, they draw from them all the matter 
roM and even fplinters, ftoneS, iron, and in general all 
E(j extraneous bodies remaining in the wound. Thefe 
\ yl.very juices are alfo the foie nourifhment of the ^ 
patient till the wound is clofed ; he who probes 
ffjji^ it, likewife rakes a draught of it before he fucks 
5 fjfg^the wound, when this operation is neceflary : but 

- this rarely happens, and they moft commonly con- 
jjjjj’, tent themfelves with fyringing the wound with this 
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All this is in the rules of the art, but as thefe 
people muft always have fomething fupernatural in 
every thing, the juggler often tears the wound 
with his teeth, and afterwards a bit of wood or fuch 
like matter, which he took care to conceal in his 
mouth, makes the fick perfon believe he extraded 
it from the wound, and that this was the charm 
which made his difeafe fo dangerous. This much 
is certain, that they are in pofll-ffion of fecrets and 
remedies which are admirable. A broken bone is 
immediately fet, and is perfedly folid in eight days 
time. A French foldier who was in garrifon in a 
fort in Acadia, was feized with the Epilepfy, and 
and the fits were become almoft daily and extreme- 



eiirs ]y violent : an Indian woman that happened to be 
bl, prefent at one of his fits, made him two bolufes 
Diiicji- of a pulverifed root, the name of which fhe did 
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not difclofe, and defired that one might be given 
him at his next fit, told him that he would f'weat 
much, and that he would have large evacuation) 
both by vomiting and ftool, and added, that if the 
firfi bolus did not entirely cure him, the fecond cer- 
tainly would : the thing happened as fhe had fore- 
told ; the patient had, indeed, a fecond fit, but 
this was his lad. He from that day enjoyed a 
perfeft ftate of health. 

Thefe people have alfo fpeedy and fovereign re- 
medies againft the palfy, dropfy, and venereal com- 
plaints. The rafpings of guiacum and faffafrasare 
their common fpecificks againft thefe laft com- 
plaints j of thefe they make a draught which is 
both a cure and prefervative, provided it be made 
conftant ufe of. In acute difeafes, fuch as theplcu- 
rify, they fall to work on the fide oppofite to that 
where the pain is ; to this they apply drawing ca- 
taplafms, and which hinder it from fettling. In 
fevers tlicy ufe cooling lotions with decoftions of 
herbs, and by this means prevent inflammation 
and delirioufnefs. They boaft above all things of 
their fkill in dieting, which according to them 
confifts in abftaining from certain aliments which 
they reckon detrimental. 

They were formerly unacquainted with the me- 
thod of bleeding, which they fupplied by fcati- 
fications of the parts affedled ; they afterwards 
applied a fort of cupping-glalTes made' of gourds, 
and filled with combuftible matters to which 
they fet fire. The ufe of caufticks, and uftu- 
laticns, were all familiar to them ; but as 
they had no knowledge of the lunar cauftick, 
they made ufe of rotten wood in its place. At 
prefent, bleeding alone is fubftituted inftcad of all 
I thefe, 
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1r thefe. In the northern parts they made much ufe 

a!!ofglifters, a bladder was their inftrumcnt tor this 

IL purpoie. They have a remedy for the bloody-flux 
, which feldom or never fails *, this is a juice ex- 

l’ preffed from the extremities of cedar branches at- 

I W have been well boiled. 



But their grand remedy and prefervative againft 
all evils, is fweating. I juft told you, Madam, 
that the moment after coming out of the ftove, 
j and even whilft the fweat is ftill running down from 
all parts of the body, they throw themfelves into 
lunlt happens to be at too great a dif- 

I We; caufe themfelves to be fprinkled with 

the coldeft water. They often fweat only to refrelh 
themfelves, to calm their minds and to render them 
, fuclii. htter for fpeaking on publick affairs. The mo- 
ecpfofc ment aftranger arrives in any of their cabbins, they 
ipply'i® make a fire for him, rub his feet with oil, and 
'tom fe immediately conduft him ' into a ftove where his 
fitli k hoft keeps him company. They have another ve- 
{ot ii ry lingular method of provoking fweat, which is 
ix)*ciJ' made ufe of in certain difeafes : this confifts in 

Mitit extending the patient on a couch raifed a little a- 
in alius bove the ground, under which are boiled in a ket- 
tle, the wood of the hiccery tree and the branches 
of pine. The vapour which proceeds from it pro- . 
jteiiit duces a moft profufe fweat : they alfo pretend that 
fuppitii: the fmell of it is extremely wholfome \ the 
it(jc fweat by means of a ftove, and which is pro- 
(Ujotii; cured by the vapour arifing from the water, 
poured upon red-hot flints, is without this ad- 
licfc,-' vantage. 
ili®i 

, juijj ; In Acadia no difeafe was thought worth their 
I its fi notice, till the patient had entirely loft his appe- 
t((jij3l tite ; 
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tlte ; and feveral nations are ftill in the fame er- 
ror : and whatever fort of fever a perfon happens 

to be feized with, if they incline to eat, he is never 
allowed any particular diet, but muft eat of fuchfood 
as the reft- But as fooii as the difeafe appears dan- 
gerous, that is to fay, when the perfon rejefts all 
kind of nouiifhment, they treat it with much at- 
tention. It is true, the principles on which the 
fcience of phyfic among the Indians is founded, 
are altogether extraordinary, and they refufe a ficlc 
man nothing he afks for, from a belief that the 
defires of a perfon in this condition, are fo many 
orders from the genius who watches for his pre- 
fervation ; and in calling their jugglers it is lefs 
from any perfuafion of their abilities, than from 
a fuppofition that they are better able to know 
of the fpirits, the caufe of the evil, and the 
remedies that are to be applied for the cure 
of it. 

They are moreover unwilling to have any thing 
to reproach themfelves with, death feems to lofea 
part of its terror, even when it follows on the heels 
of the remedies, of which it . is a natural confe- 
quencc. Our Indians are in this fubjeft to the 
common law of humanity, and to the general pre- 
judice which has obtained in all ages and nations) 
and they are, in my opinion the more excufable, 
for carrying their credulity to fo great a length) 
bccaule, as they find fomething fupern.itural 
in all difeafcs, and as their phyfick confilh 
in a mixture of religion, they therefore be- 
lieve themfelves lefs under any obligation to 
reafon about it ; and make it a facrcd duty, to 
abandon themfelves to the guidance of blind 
chance. 
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A fick perfon often takes ic into his head that 
his difeale is owing to witchcraft, in which cafe 
their whole attention is employed in difcovtring 
it, which is the juggler’s province. This per- 
pjrfot:: fonage begins with caufing himfelf to be fweat- 
witb cd, and after he has quite fatigued himfelf with 
sons- fhouting, beating himfelf, and invoking his ge- 
iansiii nius, the firft out of the way thing that comes 
theyrG into his head, is that to which he attributes the 
1 bde' caufc of the difeafe. There are feme who, be- 
ion, a: fore they enter the ftove, take a draught of a com- 
chtsfa pofition very proper, fay they, for difpofing them 
j'jgb to receive the divine impulfe, and they pretend 
iliiies ,4 that the advent of the fpirit, is made manifeft 
cr abL; hy a rulhirg wind, which fuddenly arifes ; or 
le (vif; by a bellowing heard under ground ■, or by the 
edfe: agitation and fhaking of the dove. Then full of 
his pretei ded divinity, and more like a perfon 
pofiefled by the devil than one infpired of heaven, 
toliarer pronounces in a pofuive tone of voice on the 
date of the patient, and fometimes gueffes tolerably 

The fraternity of quacks have de\'ifed a very 
orfiefft ttiethod of exempting themfelves from 

being refponfible for events. As foon as they 
ffl «5 patient in danger of dying, .they never 

urea:!^ ^ prefeription, the execution of which 

■'’» b tlifF.cult, as to be almoft impoflible to per- 
'ffl form with any degree of exaftnefs, fo that they 
omiffion to iuilify themfelves. 

^ liV ** fcatce conceivable what extravagancies they 
y 00* preferibe on thofc occafions ; fome patien;s 
licrs‘ th(.y yrder to counterfeit madnefs ; in certain 
(i»« difcafes they preferibe dances, generally extreme- 
VoL. II. N ' ■ Iv 
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ly lafclvious, and one would almoft alway 
think that they meant not fo much to cure 
as to’ kill the patient: but wha.t proves the power 
of imagination over men is, that thefe phyficians 
with all their abfurdities cure to the full as often 
as our own. 

In fome countries, when the patient is defpaired 
of, they difpatch him to keep him from lan- 
o-uifhing. In the canton of Onnontague they 
put to death young children who have loft 
their mothers before they are weaned •, they 
even bury them alive with them, from a per- 
fuafion that no other woman could fuckle them, 
and that they would languifh away their lives; 
1 do not, however, know whether they have not 
lately renounced this barbarous cuftom. Others 
abandon their fick, the moment they are g\m 
over by the phyficians, and leave them to die 
of hunger and third. And fome there are who, 
in order to hide the contortions of vifage in the 
dying perfon, fliut his eyes and mouth, as fooijas 
he begins to be in agony. 

In Accadia the quacks were called 
and it was commonly the chief of the village 
who was invefted with this dignity. Thus they had 
much more authority than the other jugglers, al- 
though they were neither poflefled ot greater 
abilities nor lefs impoftors. When they 
ed to be called upon to vifit a patient, they hrlt 
infpefted him for a confiderable time, after which 
they breathed upon him. If this produced no 
thing, “ of certainty,” faid they, “ the devn is 
“ within him j he muft, however, very loon 




Imoh 
Mcli i; 
ovestit; 
lefe p, 
dull;: 



:ntisi 
him Itr 
nnonli§8 
who k 



( '79 ) 

“ go out of him •, but let every one be upon 
“ his guard, as this wicked fpirit wfli, if he can 
“ out of fpite, attack fome here prclent.” They 
then fell into a kind of rage, were fhaken 
with agonies, fliouted out aloud, and threat- 
ened the pretended demon; they fpoke to him 
as if they had feen him with their eyes, made fe- 
veral paffes at him, as if they would ftab him, 
the whole being only intended to conceal their im- 
pofture. 
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On entering the cabbin they take care to fix 
into the ground a bit of wood, to which a 
cord is made faft ; They afterwards prefent 
the end of the cord to the fpeflators inviting 
them at the fame time to draw out the bit of 
wood, and as fcarce any one ever fucceeds in 
It, they are fure to tell him that it is the de- 
vil who holds it; afterwards making as if he 
would ftab this pretended devil, they loofen by 
little and little the piece of wood, by rakino- 
up the earth round it, after which they cafily 
draw It up, the crowd all the while crying 
out, A miracle! To the underpart of this piece 
of wood, was fattened a little bone, or fome 
luch thing, which was not at firft perceived, 

« company: 

Behold, cried they, “ the caufe of the dif- 

eafe, it was neceffary to kill the devil to 
‘ get at It.” 

This farce lafted three or four hours, after 
which the phyfician ftood in need of rk and 
refrelhment ; he went away afluring them, that 
N 2 
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the Tick perfon would infallibly be cured, pro- 
vided the difeafe had not already got the bet- 
ter, that is to fay, provided the devil before 
his retreat, had not given him his death’s 
wound. The bufinefs was to know whether he 
had or not. This the autmoin pretended to 
difcover by dreams, but he took care never to 
fpeak clearly, till he faw what turn the difeafe 
took. On perceiving it incurable, he went away, 
every one likewife after his example abandon- 
ing the patient. If after three days were ex- 
pired, he were ftill alive ; “ The devil,” faid 
the phyfician, “ will neither allow him to be 
“ cured, nor fuffer him to die ; you mull 
“ out of charity put an end to his days.” 
Immediately the greateft friend of the patient 
went to fetch cold water and poured it upon 
his face till he expired. The enchantment 
was fuch, that befides making vaft acknow- 
ledgements to the autmoin, for his extraordi- 
nary care and attendance, they alfo largely gra- 
tified him. 

Some fouthern nations have quite contrary 
maxims, and never pay the phyfician till after 
the cure is performed -, and if the patient hap- 
pen to die, the phyfician who attended him, is 
in danger of his life. According to the Iroquois, 
every difeafe is a defire of the foul, and people 
die only becaufe this defire has not been fatis- 
fied. I muft now conclude. Madam, becaufe 
the article of the dead would lead me too far, 
and becaufe every thing is getting ready for 
my departure .i 1 fhall probably very foon find 

leifure 
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Jeifiire to write you again, but with very little 
profit to you, as from hence to the country of 
the Illinois, there is is no likelihood of my meet- 
ing with any opportu'-.ity of forwarding my let- 
ter to you ; fo that if I write you before my ar- 
rival there, you will, perhaps, receive it at the 
fame time with that I lhall write you, when I 
am ^t my journey’s end. 



I am, &c. 
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LETTER XXVI. 



Beparlure from the Fort of the River St. Jofeph: 
Sources of the Theakiki : What paffes at the 

Death of the Indians ; of their Funerals and 
Tombs, Of their Mmrning and Widowhood. 
Of the Fefiival of the Dead. 



Source of the River fheakikit September 17, 1721. 
Madam, 



I did not imagine I (hould have fo foon taken 
up my pen again to write you ; but my guides 
have juft now broken their canoe, and I am de- 
tained a whole day in a place that affords nothing 
to attraft the curiofity of a traveller, fo that 1 can- 
not do better, than employ my leifure time in en- 
deavouring to divert you. 

I believe I gave you to underftand in my laft, 
thut 1 had twv routs to chufe, in order to gain the 
country of the Illinois ; the firft was by returning 
to lake Michigan, coafting along the fouthern 
coaft, and entering the little river of Chicagou. 
Aher afeending five or fix leagues up this river, 
there is a paffage to that of the Illinois, bv means 
N 4 'of 
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of two carrying places, the longeft of which is not 
above a league and a quarter ; but being inform- 
ed that at this feaibn of the year, there is not wa- 
ter fufficicnt for a canoe, 1 have taken the other 
route, which has likewife its inconveniencics, and 
is far from being fo agreeable, but it is more 
certain. 

I departed yefterday from the fort of the river 
St. Jofeph, and failed up that river about fix 
leagues. I went afhore on the right, and walked 
a league and a quarter, firft along the water-lide, 
and afterwards acrofs a field in an immenfe mea- 
dow, entirely covered with copfes of wood, which 
produce a very fine effeft ; it is called the mm- 
dow of the Buffaloes head., becaufe it is faid a head 
of that animal of a monftruous fize was once found 
there. Why might not there have been giants a- 
mong the brutes ? I pitched my tent on a very 
beautiful fpot, called the Fort of the Foxes, becaufe 
the foxes, that is to fay, the Outagamies had not 
long ago a village there, which was fortified after 
their falhion. 

This morning I walked a league farther in the 
meadow, having my feet almoft always in the wa- 
ter i afterwards I met with a kind of pool or marlh 
which had a communication with feveral others of 
different fizes, but the largeft not above a hundred 
paces in circuit. Thefe are the fources of the river 
Fheakiki, which by a corrupted pronounciation our 
Indians call Kiakiki. Theak fignifies a wolf, in I 
do not remember what language, but this river 
bears that name, becaufe the Mahingans, who 
are likewife called the wolves, had formerly taken 
refuge on its banks. 
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We put our canoe which two men had carried 
thus far into the lecond of thofe fprings, and 
we embarked ourfelvcs, but we had fcarce water 
fufficient to keep her afloat. Ten men would in 
two days make a ftreight and navigable canal, which 
would fave a great deal of trouble and ten or twelve 
leat^ues of way j for the river at its fource is fo 
very narrow, and fuch (hort turns muft of necef- 
fity be conftantly made, that there is danger of 
damage every moment to the canoe, as has juft 
now happened to us. But we lhall now return to 
the Indians, and after having feen in what manner 
they are treated during ficknefs, we ftiall take a 
view of them whilft they are a dying, and of what 
palTcs after their death. 

For the moft part, when they believe themfelves 
paft hopes of recovery, they put on a refoiution 
truly ftoical, and even fee their death haftened by 
thofe perfons who are deareft to them, withput tef- 
tifying the lead chagrin. No fooner has the phy- 
fician pronounced fcntence on a dying perfon, 
than he makes an eflbrt to harrangue thofe who 
are about him. If he is the head of a family, he 
makes his funeral oration before-hand, which he 
concludes with giving his children the beft advice 
he can ; afterwards he takes his Lave of e^ery 
body, gives orders for a feaft, in which all the 
provifions remaining in the cabbin muft be con- 
fumed, and laflly, receives prefents from his fa- 
mily. 

While this palTes, they cut the throats of all the 
dogs they can catch, that the fouls of thefe ani- 
mals may give information to the people in the o- 
ther world, that fuch a perfon is foon cotnina to 
join them ; and they throw all their bodies into the 
kettle in order to encreafe the feaft. The repaft 

being 






( i86 ) 

being over, they begin their iamentations, which 
are interrupted with taking their iaft farewell of 
the dying perfon, vvifhing him a good voyage, 
comforting him on his reparation from his 
friends and relations, and alTuring him that his 
cliildren will maintain all the glory he has ac- 
quired. 

It muft be ccnfefled. Madam, that the indif- 
ference with which thefe people face death, has 
fomething adinirab e in itj and this is fo uni- 
VLi lal that an Indian has feldom been known to be 
unealy, on being informed that he has but a lew 
hours to live; the fame genius and principle pre- 
vail every where, though the-ufages with refpeftto 
what I have been now relatii g vary greatly in the 
different nations. Dances, fengs, invo, ationsand 
fcafts are every where preferibed by the phyficians, 
remedies almoft all of them more likely, according 
to our notions, to kill a man in perfeifl health, 
than to recover a Tick perfon. In fome places they 
are contented with having recourfe to the fpirits, 
who, if the patients recover their health, have 
all the honour of the cure, but the fick perfon is 
always the moft unconcerned about his fate. 

On the other hand, if thefe people fhow little 
judgement in the manner of their treating the fick, 
It muft be confefied that they behave with regard 
to the dead, with a generofity and an affeftion 
that cannot be too much admired. Some mothers 
have been known to preferve for years together the 
corpfe of their children, and others to draw the 
milk from their breafts and fprinkle it on their 
graves. If a village in which there are any dead 
corps happens to be fet on fire, the firft thing done 
is to remove them to a place of fafety : they ftrip 
4 themfelve* 
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themfclves of every thing mod valuable about 
** them, in order to adorn the deceafed : they open 
their coffins from time to time, in order to change 
** their habits j and they take viftuals from their 
® ’'®' mouth, in order to carry them to their graves, and 
to the places where they imagine their fouls refort. 
In a word they are much more expenfive upon the 
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dead than the living 

As foon as the fick perfon has fetched his lad 
breath, the whole cabbin refounds with lamenta- 
tions, which continues as long as the family is in a 
condition to furniffi the expence-, for open table 
muft be kept during all that time. The carcafs 
adorned with its fined robe, the face painted, the 
arms of the deceafed, with every thing he poflef- 
fed laid by his fide, is expofcd at the gate of the 
cabbin, in the fame podure in which he is to lie in 
the tomb, and that is in many places, the fame 
with that of a child in the womb. It is cudoma- 
ry among fome nations for the relations of the de- 
ceafed to fad till the funeral is over, all which in- 
terval is pad in weeping and howling, in regal ng all 
thofe who vifit them, in making the elogium of the 
dead, and in reciprocal compliments. An ongd 
other nations they hire mourners, who acquit thcm- 
felves perfeftly well of their duty. They ling, tney 
dance and weep inceflantly, and always in cadence ; 
but this outward fhow of borrowed grid is nor pre- 
judicial to that which nature exads, from the re- 
lations of the deceafed. 

It appears to me that they carry the corps to the 
place of burial without any ceremony, at lead 1 have 
found nothing upon this head in any reUr-on , but 
when they are once in the grave, they fake Cr.. to 
cover them in fuch manner that the earL: c' not 

luch 
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touch them : fo that they lie as in a cell entirely 
covered with Ikins, much richer and better adorned 
than any of their cabbins. A poll is afterwards 
ereded, on whi h they fix every thing capable of 
exprefilng the cftcem in which they held the de- 
ceafed. His portrait is fometimes placed upon it 
with whatever elfe can ferve to make palTenoers 
acquainted with his ftate and condition, and fignj. 
fy the moft remarkaolr adions of his life. Frelli 
provifions are carried to the place every morning 
and as the dogs and other bealfs do not fail to tab 
advantage of this, they would fain pcfuacic thttn- 
fclves that it is the foul of the deceafed, who coma 
to take fome rcfrefiiment. 

- After this, it is not to be wondered at if the Jn- 
dians believe in apparitions : in fad they have 

numberlefs ftories of that kind. I have feen a poor 
man, who merely by the ftrength of hearing them 
talked of, imagined he had always a troop of dead 
men at his heels ; and as people took a pleafure in 
terrifying him, he at laft became ftark mad. Af- 
ter, however, a certain term of years, they ufe as 
much precaution to efface the remembrances of 
thofe they have loft from their minds, as they had 
before taken care to preferve it, and this they do 
entirely to put an end to the grief they felt on that 
occafion. 

Some of our miffionaries afked of their converts, 
one day, why they deprived themfelves of the moft 
neceffary things in favour of their dead ? “ It 
“ is,*’ anfwered they, “ not only to teftify to our 
neighbours the love we bore them, but likewife 
to prevent our having always before our eyes, 
objeds, which being conftantly ufcd by them, 
muft inccffantly renew our gHef.” It is likewife 

for 
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nd|)2' for thisreafon, they refrain during a certain time 
joftT* from mentioning their names •, and that, if any 
other of the family hears it, he quits it all the time 
the mourning continues. This likewife is probably 
I * the reafon, why the higheft affront that can be of- 

10 fpll him • y'nur' i/ifUcv' it 
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fered to anyone, is to tell him: Tour father is 

^ dead, or 2"our mother is dead. 



When an Indian dies in the time of hunting. 
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ceevm^his body is expofed on a very high fcaffold, where 
1 ■ it remains till the departure of the company, who 

• carry it with them to the village. There are fome 
'■ nations who have the fame cuftom, with refpedl to 
all their dead ; and 1 have feen it praftifed among 
the Miffifaguez at the Narrows. The bodies of 
idereJi! thofe who are killed in war are burnt, and the aflies 
in latte carried back, in order to be depofited in the fe- 
1 bavefe; pulchres of their anceftors. Thele fepulchres, a- 
Ufltemong thofe nations who are beft fixed in their 
ysairoo: fettlements, are a fort of burial grounds near the 
took ai! village. Others inter their dead in the woods at 
iftariiK the foot of fome tree, elfe dry them, and preferve 
ps, fc them in boxes till the feftival of the dead, of which 
reniJiE. I fball prelently fay fomewhat ; but in fome 
jindu: other places, a ceremonial ridiculous enough is 
and dia. put in pradice, with refpect to thofe who have 
ftiiejk been drowned or ftarved to death by the cold. 



Before I enter on the defeription of it, it will be 
oftlidf® proper to take notice. Madam, that the Indians 
felre«- believe when fuch accidents happen, that the fouls 
eir dad ^ogry, and will not be appeafed till the bodies 

ftoii#' found. Then the preliminaries of weeping, 

mtof Saucing, ringing and fealling being firft over, the 
befif ‘^^•■r'od to the burial-place, or if that is at 

yufei? *00 great a diftance, to the place where it is to re- 

main 
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main till the feftival of the dead. A very larof 
ditch is dug here, and a fire kindled. Then the 
young men approach the carcafe, cut the flelh from 
ihofe parts which had been marked out by the maf. 
ter of the ceremonies, and throw it into the fire 
together with the bowels. During this whole 
operation, the women and efpecially the relations 
of the deceafed, continue turning round thofe who 
are at work, exhorting them to acquit themfelves 
•well of their duty, and putting grains of porcelain 
in their mouths ; as we do fugar plums in the 
mouths of children, when we would have them do 
any particular thing. 

The burial is followed by prefents, which are 
made to the family afflifted, and this is called 
covering the dead. Thefe prefents are made in name 
of the village, and fometimes in that of the na- 
tion. The allies likewife fend prefents at the death 
of confiderable perfons. But before this, the fa- 
mily of the deceafed make a feaft in his name, 
accompanied with games, for which prizes arc pro- 
pofed. There are a fort of jufts or tournaments 
carried on in this manner : one of their chiefs 

throws upon the tomb three buttons, about a foot 
in length, a young man, a woman and a girl take 
each of them one, and thofe of the fame age, fex 
and condition endeavour to wreft them out of 
their hands. The perfons with whom they remain 
are reckoned the conquerors. There are likewife 
races, and fometimes they fhoot at a mark; in a 
word, l?y a cuftom eftablilhed through all Pagan 
antiquity, an aftion wholly melancholy in itfelf) 
concludes with fongs and fliouts of vidtory. 

It is true, the family of the deceafed take no 
part in thefe rejoicings ; but on the contrary ob- 

ferve 
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ferve in their cabbin after the obfequies are over, a 
mourning the laws of which are very fevere. They 
mull have their hair cut off, and their faces black- 
ed; they rnuft have their head in an ereft pollure, 
their head wrapped up in a covering, without look- 
ing upon any one, making any vifits, or eating 
an*y thing hot ; but mull dej>rive themfelves of all 
pleafures, having fcarce any clo.ithing on their 
bodies, and never warming themfelves, even in 
the midft of winter. After this grand mourning 
they begin another more moder.Ke, which lafts 
for two or three years longer, but which may yet 
be mitigated a little; but nothing prefcribed is 
ever dilpenfed with, without the permiffion of the 
cabbin, to which the widow and widower belong'; 
and thefe permiflions as well as the conclulion of 
the mourning, are always attended with a fcaft, 

Laftly, they are not at liberty, by the laws of 
widowhood, to engage in fecond r.uptials, without 
the confent of thole on whom they depend. And 
Ihould there be no hulband found for the widow, 
Ihe is very little concerned about it, in cafe Ihe has 
male children old enough to provide for her fup- 
port ; Ihe may Hill remain in the Hate of widow- 
hood without (e<ir of being reduced to want. If 
Ihe has a mind to marry again, Ihe is at liberty to 
chufe for herfelf, and the perlon Ihe marries be- 
comes the father to her f .rmer children, enters into 
all the rights, and is fubjedl to all the obligations of 
the firll hulband. A hufband never weeps for 
the lofs of a wife ; tears in the opinion of the In- 
dians, being looked upon as unworthy of men ; 
but this does not hold true ainongft all the nations. 

The women, on the contrary, U wail their huf- 
bands a year, are eternally invoking him, and fill 
the villages with their cries and lamentations, and 

efpecially 
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efpecially at the rifing and fetting of the fun, at 
noon, and infome parts when they go forth to their 
labour or return from it. Mothers mourn in much 
the fame manner for their children. The chiefs 
mourn for fix months only, after which they are 
free to marry again. 

Laftly, the firft and oftentimes the only faluta- 
tion paid to a friend and even to a ftranger on his 
entering their cabbins, is to bewail the relations 
they loft fince they laft faw them. They lay their 
hand on his head and fignify the perfon they lament, 
but without naming him. This is entirely found- 
ed on nature, and favours nothing of the barba- 
rian but what I am going to relate to you ap- 
pears inexcufable in every refpedl. This is the 
condufl which thefe nations obferve, with regard 
to all who have died a violent death, even in war 
and in the fervice of their country. 

They have taken it into their heads, that the 
fouls of thefe perfons in the other world, have no 
commerce with the reft ; and on this principle 
they burn them or bury them immediately, and 
even fometimes before they are quite dead. They 
never lay them in the common burying-ground, 
and allow them no (hare in the grand ceremony, 
which is repeated every eight years among fome 
nations, and every ten years amongft the Hurons 
and Iroquois. 

This is called the feftival of the dead, or of fouls. 
The following is what I have been able to colled, 
and is the moft uniform as well as moft remark- 
able account, of this moll fingular and extraordi- 
nary a6t of religion known amongft the Indians. 
They begin with agreeing upo i the place where the 

ailembly 
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alTcmbly is to be held, afterwards they make choice 
** of a king of the feaft, whofe bufinefs is to take or- 
jgj. j.Q^ every thing, and to invite the ncighbour- 
niouuir jng villages. On the day appointed they alfemble, 
and go in proceffion, two and two to the biirial- 
wtaij place ; there every one falls to work to uncover the 
dead bodies, and afterwards they remain fome time 
in filent contemplation of a fpedacle, fo capable 
tbeotii: of furnifhing the moft ferious refledions. The 
J ftniip women are the firft who break this religious fi- 
lail tkti lence, by raifing lamentable cries, which ftill add 
Tbr to the horror with which every fpedator is feiz- 
rfoiuliti: ed. 
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ig oft This firft ad ended, they take up the carcafie* 
elate to]i and gather the dry and loofe bones, with which 
d. Hi they load the perfons who are appointed to carry 
rve, «ifi them. They walh fuch bodies as are not entirely 
atb, era. corrupted, take away the putrid flelh with all other 
y, filth from them, and wrap them in new robes of 
beaver fkins. Afterwards they return in the fame 
rbi',1 order they came, and when the proceffion reaches 
TworlJ,i village, each perfon depofites his load in his 
on cabbin. During the march, the women con- 

mmefa' wailings, and the men wear the fame 

bdet nr*3tks of grief, as on the day of the death of the 
botvte whofe remains they are thus carrying. This 

^ranltsii ad is followed with a feaft in each cabbin, 

ars aiK of the dead of the family. 




deadjiKii' 
jalileU''^ 
asffloH® 
rawl^ 
»ll ik' 
plactf' 



On the following days there are publick feaft- 
ings, which are accompanied, as on the day of the 
interment, with dances, games, and combats ; for 
which there are alfo prizes propofed. From time 
to time they raife certain cries, which they call the 
cries of the fouls. They make prefents to the ftran- 
gers amongft whom there are fometimes p-rfons 
who have cornea hundred and fifty leagues off, 
VoL. II. O ' ° 
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and receive prefents again from them. They even 
make ufe of thefe opportunities to treat of their 
common affairs, as the eledion of a chief; all 
paffcs with a great deal of order, decency and mo- 
defty ; and every perfon prefent appears filled with 
fentiments proper to the occafion ; every thing, 
even the very dances and fongs, breath fuch a for- 
rowful air, that the heart is penetrated with the 
moft lively forrow, fo that the mofl: indifferent 
perfon muft be Itruck at the fight of this fpec- 
tacle. ^ 

After fome days have paft, they go in procefllon 
to a large council-room built on purpofe, where 
they hang up againlt the walls the bones and car- 
calfes, in the fame condition in which they were 
taken up, and they difplay the prefents deftined 
for the dead. If amongft the reft there happen to 
be the remains of fome chief, his fuccelfor gives a 
grand repaft in his name, and fings his fong. In 
feveral places the dead bodies are carried from can- 
ton to canton, where they are always received with 
great demonftrations of grief and tendernefs, and 
every where prefents are made them : laftly, they 

carry them to the place where they are to remain 
for eternity. But I forgot to tell you, that all thefe 
proceffions are to the found of inftruments, ac- 
companied with the fineft voices, and that every 
perfon obferves an exadl cadence in his motion. 

This laft and common place of burial, is a great 
ditch lined with the fineft furs and with whatever 
is moft precious. The prefents deftined for the 
dead are placed apart, and in proportion as thepro- 
ceftion arrives, each family places itfelf on a kind 
of fcaffolds ererfted around the ditch. The moment 
the dead bodies are depofited, the women begin 

their 
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their cries and lamentations. Afterwards all the fpec- 
tators go down into the ditch, when every one 
takes a fmall quantity of earth which he preferves 
with the greateft care, from a belief that it brings 
good luck at play. The dead bodies and bones 
are placed in proper order, being covered with new 
furs, over which is a layer of bark, and above all 
are thrown ftones, timber and earth. Every one 
afterwards retires to his own home, but the women 
continue to return for feveral days to the fame place, 
to depofite fome fagamity by way of food for the 
departed. 
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letter xxvir. 



Voyage to Pimiteouy. Of the river of the Illi- 
nois j Reception of prifoners of war amongjl 
that people. Manner of burning them. Some 
particulars of their manner of living. 

Pimiteouy^ Oft. 5, 1721.' 

Madam, 

O N the night between the 17th and 1 8th of 
laft month, the froft, which for eight days 
before had been pretty fenfible every morning, was 
confiderably encreafed ; this was early for the cli- 
mate in which we were, it being in 40 deg, 40 min. 
north latitude. The following days we continued 
our voyage, failing from morning till night, being 
favoured by a pretty ftrong current, and fometimes 
by the wind •, we made, indeed, a great deal of way, 
but yet advanced very little in our courfe ; after 
having failed ten or twelve leagues, we often found 
ourfelves fo near our laft encampment, that from 
the one place to the other we could have feen one 
another, or even converfed together at leaft by means 
of a fpeaking trumpet. 

O 3 



We 
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Wc were a little comfoi ted for this inconvenience 
by the extreme plenty of game on the river and its 
banks, which were fattened by the wild oats then 
in their maturity. I likewife gathered fome ripe 
grapes, of the fize and figure of a mufket-ball, and 
fufficiently tender, but of a bad relifli. Thefe are, 
fo all appearance, the fame with what are called 
Prune Graces in Louifiana. The river, by degrees, 
takes a ftraker courfe, but its banks are not plea- 
fant till at the diftance of fifty leagues from its 
fource. It is even throughout that whole fpace 
very narrow, and as it is bordered with trees which 
have their roots in the water, when any one hap- 
pens to fall it bars up the whole river, and a great 
deal of time is loft in clearing a paflage for a 
eanoe. 

All thefe difficulties being paffed the river at the 
diftance of fifty leagues from its fource, forms a 
fmall lake, after which it grows confiderably broader. 
The country becomes beautiful, confifting of un- 
bounded meadows, where buffaloes are to be feen 
grazing in herds of two or three hundred ; but here 
it is neceffary to keep a good look out, for fear of 
being furprized by the Sioux and Outagamies, whom 
the neighbourhood of the Illinois, their mortal ene- 
mies draws hither, and who give no more quarter 
to thofe French whom they happen to meet in their 
w'ay. The misfortune is, that the Theakiki lofes 
in depth, in proportion as it encreafes in breadth, 
fo that we were often obliged to unload the canoe 
and travel on foot, which is never done without fome 
danger, by which means T Ihould have been greatly 
embarraffed, if I had not been furniffied with an 
efcorte at the river St. Jofeph. 
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I was not a little furprized at feeing fo little water 
in the Theakiki, notwithftanding it receives a good 
many pretty large rivers, one of which is more 
than 120 feet in breadth at its mouth, and has 
been called the River of the Iroquois, becaufe fome 
of that nation were furprized on its banks by the 
Illinois, who killed a great many of them. This 
check mortified them fo much the more, as 
they held the Illinois in great contempt, who in- 
deed for the moft part are not able to ftand before 
them. 

The 27th of September we arrived at the Forks, 
that being the name given by the Canadians to the 
place where the Theakiki and the river of the Illi- 
nois join. This lad:, notwithftanding it is fixty 
leagues from its fource is ftill fo very ftiallow, that 
I have feen a buffalo crofs it, without being up to 
the mid-leg in water. The Theakiki on the con- 
trary, befides, that it brings its waters from the 
diftance of a hundred leagues, is a moft beautiful 
river. Here, however, it loles its name, without 
doubt, becaufe the Illinois having fettled it in feve- 
ral places from the other, have communicated to it 
their own. Being enriched all of a fudden with 
this junftion, it does not yield in largenefs to any 
of our rivers in France ; and, I can afllire you. 
Madam, it is not poffible to behold a finer and a 
better country than this which it waters, at leaft as 
far as the place from whence I write. But it does 
not acquire a depth correfpondent to its breadth, till 
fifteen leagues below the Forks •, though in that in- 
terval many other rivers fall into it. 

The largeft of thefe is called Pijl^coui, and pro- 
ceeds from the fine country of the Mafeotins. At 
its mouth is a fall, or a rapid ftream, which is 
O 4 called 
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called le Charboniere, or the Coal-pit^ from the 
great quantity of fea coal found in the places adja- 
cent. Nothing is to be feen in this courfe butim- 
menfe meadows, interfperfed with fmall copfes of 
■wood, which feem to have been planted by the hand; 
the grafs is fo very high that a man is loft amon»ft 
it, but paths are every where fo be found as w°ell 
trodden as they could have been in the beft peopled 
countries, though nothing paftes that way except- 
ing buffaloes,^ and from time to time fome herds of 
deer, and a few roe- buck. 

A league below the coal-pit you fee a reckon 
the right, entirely round, extremely high, and its 
fummit in the-form of a terrafs ; this is called the 
Fort of the Miamis^ becaufe thefe Indians had for- 
merly a village there. A league beyond this on the 
left, is feen another rock, quite fimilar to the for- 
mer, and which has got the fimple apf>ellation of 
the Rock. Xhis is the point of a very high terras, 
ftretching the fpace of two hundred paces, and 
betiding or winding with the courfe of the river 
which is very broad in this place. This rock is 
lleep on all (ides, and at a diftance one would take 
it for a fortrefs. Some remains of a palifado are 
ftill to be leen on it, the Illinois having formerly 
caft up an entrenchment here, which might 
be eafily repaired in cafe of any irruption of the 
enemy. 

The village of thefe Indians ftands at the foot of 
this rock in an iftand, which, together with feveral 
others, all of a wonclerful fertility, divides the ri- 
ver in dus place into two pretty large channels. I 
went aihoie here in the evening about four o’clock, 
where I met with fome of my countrymen, who 
were trading with the Indians. I had fcarce landed 

when 
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when I received a vifit from the chief of the vil- 
lage, who is a man of about forty years of age, 
well-made, of a mild temper, a good countenance, 
and very well fpoken of by the French. 

1 afterwards went up to this rock by a pretty eafy, 
but very narrow afeent, I found here a very level 
terras, and of a great extent, where twenty men 
might defend themfelves againft all the Indians 
of Canada, provided they had fire-arms, and could 
be fupplied with water •, but that is only to be had 
from the river, and to obtain it they would be ob- 
liged to expofe themfelves. The only refource of 
the befieged would be the natural impatience of 
thole barbarians. In finall parties they will wait 
with pleafure for eight or ten days behind a bufb, 
in the hope that fome one may pafs, whom they 
may kill or take prifoner •, but, in large bodies, if 
they do not fucceed at the firft, they are foon tired, 
and lay hold of the firft pretence to retire, which 
is never wanting, a dream, real or pretended, being 
all that is necelTary for that purpole. 

The rain, and much more a fpedacle which 
ftruck me with horror, prevented me from making 
the tour of thefe rocks, from whence I imagined I 
fhould difeover an extenfive country. I perceived 
at the extremity, and immediately above the vil- 
lage, the bodies of two Indians who had been burnt 
a few days before, and whom they had left accord- 
ing to cullom, to be devoured by the birds, in the 
fame pofture in which they were executed. The ' 
manner of burning prifoners amongft thefe fouth- 
ern nations is fomewhat fingular, and they have 
fome cuftoms different from the others in their man- 
ner of treating thofe unhappy wretches. 
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When they have met with fuccefs in any mili- 
tary expedition, the warriors contrive their march 
in filch a manner, that they always arrive at the vil- 
lage in the evening. As foon as they are come 
near it, they halt, and when night is come, depute 
two or three young people to the chief, to inform 
him of the principal events of the campaign. On 
the morrow at day- break they attire their prifoners 
in new robes, drefs their hair with down, paint their 
faces with different colours, and put into their 
hands a white ftaft furroundcd with the tails of 
deer. At the fame time, the war-chief fhouts, and 
the whole village aflembles at the water-fide, pro- 
vided it happens to be near a river. 

As foon as the warriors appear, four young per- 
fons well-drefled embark on board a Pirogue*., the 
two firft carry each of them a calumet, and proceed 
finging at the fame time to fetch the prifoners whom 
they condudt as in triumph to the cabbin where 
they are to be judged. The mailer of the cabbin, 
to whom it belongs to determine their fate, begins 
with giving them to eat, and holds a council dur- 
ing the repaft. In cafe they grant any one his life, 
two young perfons untie him, and take him each by 
a hand,' and fo make him run with all his might 
towards the river, into which they throw him 
headlong. They alio throw themfelves into it 
after him, and when they have well walhed 
him, condufl him to the pcrfon whofe Have he is 
to be. 

As for thofe who are condemned to die, as foon 
as fentence is pronounced, the cry is made to affem- 

* This is a long (brt of boat made of the trunk of a Angle 
tree. Canoes of bark are feldom made ufe of in thefe parts. 
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ble the village, and the execution is put ofif no longer 
than till the neceflary preparations are made. They 
begin with ftripping the fufFerer ftark naked ; they. 
fix°two pofts in the ground, to which they make 
fall two crofs pieces, one two foot from the ground, 
and the other fix or feven feet higher, and this is 
what they call a fquare. They caufe the perfon, 
who is to fuffer to mount the firft crofs piece, to 
which they tie his feet at fome diftance from each 
other V they afterwards bind his hands to the two 
angles formed by the upper crofs- piece, and in this 
poiture they burn him in all the different parts of 
his body. 



The’whole village, men, women, and children 
four;® crowd round him, every one being at liberty to in- 
,fult and torment him at pleafure. If none of the 
Kt, K fpedators happen to have any particular reafon to 
leptik: prolong his torments, his fufferings are foon over, 
'k ai)i and the common way is to difpatch him with ar- 
lerofik rows, or elfe they cover him with bark to which 
tlidrfc they fet fire. They then leave him to himfelf in 
Is aac his fquare, and in the evening vifit all the cabbins, 
:any(s; ftriking with rods againft the furniture, walls, and 
takefc: roof, in order to frighten the foul from harbouring 
til all 61: there, to revenge the mifchiefs they have done 
tiieyfe his body. The reft of the night pafles in re- 
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joicing. 

If the party hath met with no enemy, or if they 
have .been obliged to fly, they enter the village in 
the day time, obferving a profound filence but if 
they have been beaten, they m^ake their entry in the 
evening, after having given notice of their return 
by a death cry, and named all thofe they have loft, 
either by ficknefs or the fword of the enemy. Some- 
times the prifoners are judged and executed before 

they 
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they arrive at the village, and efpecially, if they 
have any grounds to fear their being refcued. Some 
time ago, a Frenchman having been taken by the 
Outagamies, thefe barbarians held a council on their 
march to determine what they fhould do with him. 
The refult of their deliberation was to throwaftick 
upon a tree, and if it remained there to burn the 
prifoner, but not to throw it above a certain num- 
ber of times. Happily for the captive, the (lick 
fell always to the ground, though the tree was ex- 
tremely bufhy. 

I remained twenty-four hours at the rock, and 
to oblige the favages, and to teftify an entire con- 
fidence in them, though all my guides encamped on 
the other fide of the river, I lay in a cabbin in the 
middle of the village. I paffed the night quietly 
enough, but was very early awaked by a woman 
that dwelt in the neighbouring cabbin ; on her awa- 
kening, file happened to call to mind the remem- 
brance of a fon fhe had loft fome years before, and 
(he immediately fell a weeping or finging in a very 
mournful tone. 

The Illinois have the chara6ler of bold and dex- 
terous thieves, which is the reafon why I caufed 
tranfport all the baggage to the other fide of the 
river •, but in fpite of this precaution, and the watch- 
fulnels of my people, when we came [to fet out wc 
found a mufquet and fome other trifles wanting, 
which we could never afterwards, by any means re- 
cover. The fame evening we paflTed the laft part 
of the river, where you are obliged to carry your 
canoe ; from this place forwards, it is every where, 
both in breadth and deepnefs equal to moft great 
rivers in Europe. 
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ipecii!; O*' I'kewife, I faw parrots for the 

gttfc^ firft time ; there are fome it is true, on the 
ea 1^, banks of the Theakiki, but only in the fummcr- 
ac(Kjj,time j but thefe I now faw were only ftragglers on 
uliJijj. their paffage to the Mifliflippi, where they are found 
5(5^.,at all feafons of the year. They are no bigger than 
jjjj jj'a blackbird, their head is yellow, with a fed fpot 
the middle ; in the reft of their plumage green 
caujj js the predominant colour. The two following 
ij^^^days we crofted a charming country, and oh the 
third of Oftober towards noon found ourfelves at 
the entrance of Lake Pimiteouy ; this is a widen- 
, ing of the river, which, for three leagues is a 
\ ® league in breadth. At the end of thefe three leagues 
] “ 70U find on the right a fecond village of the Illi- 
. 'Tiois, fifteen leagues diftant from that of the 

'"^"rock. 

theiiy 

Nothing can be more delightful than its fitua- 
MiStion j oppofite to it is the profpeft of a moft beau- 
■'-tiful foreft, which was then adorned with all the 
:y® •''Variety of colours, and behind it is a plain of an 
ifin^immenfe extent, Ikirted with woods. The lake 
and river fwarm with filh, and the banks of both 
with game. I likewife met in this village four 
■oflotTrench Canadians, who informed me, that I was 
lion ^between four parties of enemies, and that I could 
;OikfCneither go backwards nor forwards with fafety ; 
[ii,,!ajkhey alfo told me, that on the way I had come 
jjKllofcthere was an ambufcade of thirty Outagamies, 
jrnifctthat an equal number of the fame Indians were 
byaiihovenng about the village of Pimiteouy, and 
jjjijttt.that another body, to the number of fourfcore 
off were pofted lower down the river in- two com- 
j[ is pp panics. 
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This account made me refled on what had paft 
the evening beiore > we had ftopt at the extremity 
of an ifland to look for buftards on which fome 
of my guides had fired ; and we heard fomebody 
cutting wood in the middle of the ifland. The 
nearnefs of the village of Pimeteouy made us of 
opinion that this muft be fome of the Illinois, and 
•we were pleafed with this thought; but there is a 
ftrong likelihood that thefe were fome Outaga- 
mies, who having difcovered us, and not daring 
to attack us, as I had twelve men well armed, had 
a mind to draw fome of us into the wood, conclud- 
ing probably they would eafily manage the reft; 
but our little curiofity faved us from this misfor- 
tune, which I fliould certainly not have fhunned, if 
my efcort had not been commanded by a man who 
had no mind to any idle delays. 

What confirmed us ftill the more in the belief 
of the four Frenchmen, is that thirty warriors of 
Pemiceouy, and thefe too commanded by the chief 
of the village, were in the field, to try to get more 
certain information of the enemy, and that a fe« 
days before their departure, there had been a lharp 
adtion in the neighbourhood, in which the two par- 
ties had taken each one prifoner ; the Outagaiti 
had been burnt at the diftance of a mulket-lhc: 
from the village, and was ftill in his fquare. Tk 
Canadians who were prefent at his execution, told 
me it had lafted fix hours, and that this unhappy 
perfon maintained to his laft breath that he was an 
Illinois, and had been taken when a child by the 
Outagamies, who had adopted him. 

He had however fought with extreme valour; 
and had it not been for a wound he received in ow 
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of his legs, he had not been taken ; but as he could 
ittki gi'. e no proofs for what he advanced, and had been 
oj'iii very near making his efcape, they did not chufe to 
credit him on his word. Jn the midft of his tor- 
iIk ik ments he made it appear, that bravery and the cou- 
Ei rage to endure pain, are two very different virtues, 
fthel and not always found in one and the fame perfon; 
bt; k; for he fent forth lamentable Ihrieks, which ferved 
:te fe only to animate his tormentors : it is true, an old 
i, anb Illinois woman, whofe fon had been formerly kil- 
awdie led by the Outagamies, did him all the milchief 
hesoK, that fury infpired by revenge could invent ; at laft, 
maaij: however, taking pity on his cries, they covered him 

tromi with draw, to which they fet fire, and as he was 
mIbkl ftill found to breathe after this was conllimed, he 
idedl^i- pierced with arrows by the children : for the 
moft part, when a viftim does not die like a brave 
man, he receives his death’s wound from a woman 
momr children ; he is unworthy, fay they, to die 

by the hands of men. 
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In the mean time, Madam, I found myfelf very 
much embarafled. On the one hand, my o'uides 
did not imagine it prudent to advance any farther; 
and on the other it was very inconvenient for me to 
winter at Pimiteouy. I (hould even have been ob- 
liged to follow the Indians to their winter encamp- 
ment, by which means I Ihould have loft a whole 
gar. But at laft two of the four Canadians I found at 
Pimiteouy, having offered to join our effort, every 
one took heart. I determined to fft out on the 
morrow, being the 4th of October; but the rain 

and fome other things that happened prevented me 

all that day. ^ 
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In the afternoon the warriors who had gone out on 
the difcovery returned, without raifing any Ihouts, 
becaufe they had feen nothing. They all filed off 
before me with a pretty fierce air, being armed only 
with arrows and a buckler of buffaloe’s hide, and 
made not the leaft appearance of feeing me ; for it is a 
cuftom among the warriors not to take notice of any 
body whilft they are in an armed body ; but fcarce 
had every one returned to his cabbin, when the 
chief came to pay me a vifit of ceremony. He is 
a man of about forty years of age, of a good ila- 
ture, a little thin, of a mild difpofition, and extreme 
good fenfe. He is, befides, the befl; foldier of the 
nation, and there are none of the Illinois who bet- 
ter deferve the firname of iroSxi w)c«f, which Ho- 
mer gives by way of preference to the hero of 
his Iliad, than he. This is faying a great deal, 
for the Illinois are perhaps the fwifteft footed peo- 
ple in the world •, and there are none but the Mif- 
fouris who can difpute this piece of excellence with 
them. 

Perceiving a crofs of copper and a fmall image 
of the Virgin fufpended at the neck of this Indian, I 
imagined he had been a Chriftian, but was informed 
it was quite otherwife, and that he had drefled hirnfelf 
in that manner only to do me honour : I was like- 
- wife told a ftory, which I am now going to relate 
to you, without defiring you fhould give it any 
more credit than its authors deferve, who w’ere 
Canadian travellers, who afluredly have not in- 
vented it, but have heard it affirmed for a certain 
fa6t. 

The image of the Virgin which this Indian car- 
ried about with him having fallen into his hands, 
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know not how, he was curious to know what it re-» 
prefented : he was told that it was the mother of 
God, and that the child Ihe held in her arms was 
God himfelf, who had made hiriifelf man for the 
falvation of the human fpecies : the myftery of this 
ineffable incarnation was explained to him in a few 
words, and he was further told, that in all dangers 
the Chriltians conftantly addrefled themfelves to this 
holy mother, who feldom failed to extricate them. 
The Indian liftened to this difcourfe with a great 
deal of attention, and fometime afterwards being 
hunting by himfelf in the woods, an Outagami, 
who had been lying in ambufh came upon him juft 
as he had difcharged his piece, and levelled it at his 
head. Then recolleding what he had been told a- 
bout the Mother of God, he invoked her protec- 
tion, and the Outagami endeavouring to difchargO 
his piece it miffed fire. He cocked it a fecond 
time, but the fame thing happened five times fun- 
ning. , In the mean time, the Illinois having loaded 
his piece, levelled in his turn at the head of his e- 
nemy, who chofe rather to furrerider than to fuffer 
himfelf to be (hot. Ever fince this adventure, the Illi- 
nois chief will never ftir out of the village without 
carrying his fafeguard with him, by means of which 
he believes himfelf invulnerable. If this fad be true, 
there is good reafon to believe that it has only been 
thro’ the negleft of the miffionary that he has not 
^ yet become a Chnftian, and that the Mother of 
God having thus preferved him from a tempdral 
death, will likewife procure him the grace of a fin* 
cere converfion *. 



* He has in reality been fince converted. 
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Scarce had the chief left me, when going abroad 
myfelf, in order to vifit the neighbourhood about 
the village, I perceived two Indians going about 
from cabbin to cabbin, and making lamentations 
nearly in the fame manner with the woman of the 
rock, whom I have already mentioned to you. The 
one had loft his friend in the laft expedition, and 
the other was the father of the deceafed. They 
walked at a great rate, laying both their hands on 
the heads of all they met, probably to invite them 
to partake in their grief. Thofe who have fought 
for refcmblances between the Hebrews and Ameri* 
cans, undoubtedly would not have failed to take 
notice of this manner of weeping, which from fotne 
exprdiions in the feriptures, thefe hunters after con- 
jeftures might have had room to to imagine had 
been in ufe amongft the people of God. 



Towards evening the chief fent me an invitation 
to meet him at a houfe where one of the milTiona- 
ries had lodged Ibme years before, where probably 
they ufed to hold their councils ; I went thither and 
found him with two or three of the elders. He be- 
gan with telling me that he wanted to inform me of 
the greatnefs of the danger to w’hich I Ihould ex- 
pofe myfelf by continuing my journey j and bat 
after having well confidered every thing, he advifed 
me to fufpend my departure till the feafon of the 
year (liould be a little farther advanced, in the hopes 
that the parties of the enemy might in the mei''’ 
time withdraw and leave the way open. SufpeeV 
ing t^at he might have his views in detaining nie 
at Pimiteouy, I gave him to ,underftand that his 
reafons had no great weight with me, and added 
that I h.ad fiill more cogent ones to haften my de- 



parture. My anfwer feemed to give him pam 



liboii 
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I foon perceived that it proceeded entirely from 
his afFedion to me, and his zeal for our na- 
tion. 

“ Since your refolution is fixed, faid he to me, 
“ I am of opinion that all the Frenchmen here 
“ fhould join you, in order to ftrengthen your con- 
“ voy. I have already declared my fentiments to 
“ them on this head, and have reprefented to them 
“ in a very ftrong manner, that they fhould for 
“ ever lofe their honour if they fuffered their fa- 
“ ther to expole himfelf to fuch danger without 
“ partaking it with him. I earneftly wilh I could 
“ accompany you myfelf at the head of all my fol- 
“ diers, but you are not ignorant that my village 
“ is every day on the eve of being attacked, and 
“ it is not proper that in fuch a jundture 1 Ihould 
“ either be abfent myfelf, or leave it unprovided 
“ of defence. As to the French, nothing can de- 

tain them here but a piece of felf intereft, which 
“ they ought to facrifice to the care of your pre- 
“ fervation. This is what I have given them to 
“ underftand, and I have added that if any one of 
“ them Ihould fall into the hands of the enemy, ic 
“ would only be the lofs of a fingle man, where- 
“ as a Father is himfelf alone worth many, and 
“ that there is nothing which they ought not to 
“ hazard, in order to prevent fo great a misfbr- 
“ tune.” 

I was charmed. Madam, with the good fenfe of 
this man, and ftill more with his generofity, which 
carried him fo far as, out of regard for me, to dif- 
penfe with the alfiftance of four men, which ought 
not to have been indifferent to him in the fituation 
wherein he then was. I have not even doubted 
P 3 that 



( 212 ) 

that he wanted to keep me with him, in order to 
profit of my efcort for his defence. I made him a 
great many acknowledgments for his care and good 
intentions towards me, and aflured him that I was 
very well fatisfied with the French, two of whom I 
fhould leave with him for his defence, and that the 
other two Ihould accompany me till 1 lliould be 
in a place of fafcty, and that with this reinforcement 
I believed I was in a condition to travel over all 
the country without fear of any thing. He infifted 
no farther, and I retired. 

This morning he came to pay me a fecond vifit, 
attended by his mother-in-law, who carried a little 
infant in her arms. “You fee before you, faid he, ad- 
“ drelling himfelf to me, a father in great affliaioit. 
“ Behold my daughter who is a-dying, her mother 
“ having already loft her life in bringing her into 
“ the world, and none of our women have been 
“ able to fuccced in making her take any nourilh- 
ment. She throws up every thing fhe fwallows, 
“ and has perhaps but a few hours to live ; you 
will do me a great favour if you will baptize her, 
“ that Ihe may fee God after her death.” The 
child was indeed very ill, and appeared to be pall 
all hopes of recovery, fo that without any hefitation 
I performed the ceremony of baptifm on her. 

• my voyage in every other relpecft be entire- 

ly fruitlels, I own to you. Madam, I Ihould not 
regret all the danger and fatigue I have undergone, 
fince, in all probability, had 1 not been at Pimi- 
teouy, this child would never have entered into the 
kingdom of heaven, where I make no doubt but it 
will foori be. I even hope this little angel will ob- 
tain for her father the fame grace which he has pro- 

(iired 



m/imn 
I mtit- 
icaRii! 
liimiiiE; 
two oil 

illllltt 

isieiofR 

)todi 

g. H;; 



( 213 ) 

cured for her. I fhall fet out in an hour, and 
have given this letter to the two Frenchmen whom 
I leave here, and who are refolved to lay hold 
of the firft opportunity to return to Canada. 



I am, Cfc. 
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letter XXVIII. 



fc^age from Pimiteouy to KaJkaf4Uias. Cmtrfe of 
the River of the Illinois. Of the Copper Mines. 
Of the Miffouri, Of the Mines of the River 
Marameg. Defcription of Fort Chartres, und 
of the Miffion of Kalkafquias. Of the Fruit- 
trees of Louifiana. Defcription of the Miflif- 
Cppi above the Illinois. Different ‘Tribes of that 
Nation. Some Traditions of the Indians. Their 
Notions about the Stars., Eclipfes and Thunder. 
Their Manner of calculating Time. 



Kajkafiuias, Oblober lo, 1721. 



Madam, 

I muft ingenuoudy confefs to you, that at my de- 
parture from Pimiteouy, I was not quite fo un- 
daunted as I pretended to be, as well for my own ho- 
nour as not entirely to dilhearten tho^e who ac- 
companied me, fome of whom had much ado 
to diffcmble their fear. The alarm m which I 
found the Illinois, their mournful fongs, the fight 
P 4 of 
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of the dead bodies expofed upon the frames, terribla 
pbjeds, which every moment reprefented to my 
imagination what I muft exped:, fliould I have the 
misfortune to fall into the hands of thefe barbari- 
ans : all this made fuch an imprelTion upon me 
that I had not the command of myfelf, and fol 
feven or eight days I was not able to fleep with 
tranquillity. 



I was nor, indeed, apprehenfive of an open at-* 
tack from the enemy, becaufe I had fourteen men 
With me, well armed and under a good comman- 
der ; but every thing was to be dreaded from fur- 
prizes, there being no labour which the Indians 
will not undergo, in order to draw their enemies 
into the fnares which they lay for them. One of 
the moft common is to counterfeit the cry of feme 
wild beaft, or the voice of feme bird, in the imi- 
tation of which thfey are fo dexterous, that people 
are every day deceived by them. Por inftance, be- 
mg encamped at the entrance of a wood, they 
imagine that they hear the cry of a buffalo, 
deer, or wild duck; two or three run thither 

in hope^ of finding game, and frequently never 
return. 



The diftance between Pimlteouy and the Miflif- 
fippi, is reckoned to be feventy leagues : I have 
a faid, that from the rock to Pimiteouy, there 
IS fifteen ; the former of thefe two villages is in 
forty one degrees, north lat. and the mouth of 
ti ° L IlJjnois in forty ; fo that from 

. •» courfe of this river is weftward 

inclining a little to the fouth, but with feveral 
win ings or circuits. There are iflands fcattered 
ppan own in it, Ibme of which are pretty large; 
its banks are but low in feveral places. During the 
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fpnng the meadows on the right and left are 
for the moft part under water, and afterwards arc 
covered with very tall grafs. It is pretended this 
river abounds every where with fifh, but we had 
not time to catch any, nor had we any fuch nets 
as the depth of its waters would require. We 
would much rather have killed a buffalo or roe- 
buck, and of thefe we had our choice. 

On the fixth, we perceivedi a number of buffa- 
loes fwimming acrofs the river, with a great deal of 
precipitation, which we doubted not had been pur- 
sued by fome of the enemy’s parties, of whom we 
have already fpoken ; this obliged us to continue 
our voyage all night in order to get at as great 
diftance as poflible from fuch dangerous neigh- 
bours. On the morrow before day-break we paf- 
fed by the Saguimont^ a large river which comes 
from the fouth, and five or fix leagues below that 
we left on the fame fide a fmaller one, called the 
liver of the Macopines ; thefe are a large kind of 
root, which eaten raw is a rank poifon, but which 
when roafted five or fix hours or more before a flow 
fire, lofes all its pernicious quality. Betwixt thefe 
two rivers, and at an equal diftance from eithsa-, 
is a marfh called Macboutin, precifely half way be- 
tween Pimiteouy and the Mifliflippi. 

Soon after pafling the river of the Macopines, 
we perceived the banks of the Mifliflippi, which 
are extremely high. Notwithftanding which we 
were above four and twenty hours, and that fre- 
quently under full fail, before we entered it; for 
at this place the river of the Illinois chances its 
courfe from weft to fouth and by eaft. One mi»ht 
fay, that out of regret to its being obliged to pay 

the 
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the tribute of its waters to another river, it endea- 
vours to return back to its fource. 

At its entrance into the Miflifiippi, its channel 
runs eaft-fouth-eaft. On the ninth of this month 
a little after two in the afternoon, we found our- 
felves in this river, which makes at prefent fo 
oreat a noife in France, leaving on our right a large 
meadow, whence iffues a fmall river, in which there 
is a great quantity of copper. Nothing can lx 
more delightful than this whole coaft. ^ But it is 
quite another thing on the left, there being on that 
fide very high mountains, inteifperfed with rockSi 
amongft which grow a few cedars -, but this is only 
a narrow chain, and conceals behind it very fine 
meadows. 

On the tenth about nine in the morning, after 
failing five leagues on the Mifiifllppi, we arrived 
at the mouth of the Miflburi, which lies nortn-welt 
and fouth-fouth-eaft. Here is the fined: confla- 
ence of two rivers that, I believe, is to be met 
with in the whole world, each of them being aW 
half a league in breadth -, but the Miffouri is | 
far the moft rapid of the two, and feems to emct 
the Miffiffippi like a conqueror, carrying us whitt 
waters unmixed acrofs its channel quite to t eop 
pofite fide-, this colour it afterwards communi- 
cates to the Miflifllppi, which henceforth U never 
lofes, but hurls with precipitation to the lea it- 
felf. 

We lay this night in a village of the 
and the 'TamarouaSt two Illinois tribes whic 
been united, and together compofe no vety numer 
canton. This village is fituated on a ”^>4* t' 
which runs from the eaft, and has no water u 
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the fpring feafon fo that we \vere obliged to walk 
above half a league, before we could get to our 
cabbins. I was altoniflied they had pitched upon 
fo inconvenient a fituation, cfpecially as they had 
fo many better in their choice ; but 1 was told that 
the Miinnipp walhed the foot of that village when 
it was built, that in three years it has loll halt a 
league of its breadth, and that they were thinking 
of feeking out for another habitation, which is no 
great affai. amongft the Indians. 

I pafTed the night in the mifiionaries houfe, who 
are two Ecclefiafticks from the feminary of Que- 
beck. formerly my difciples, but they muft now 
be iny maflers. M. Taumur the eldefl of the two 
was abfent ; I found the youngell M. le Mercier 
fuch as he had been reprefented to me, rigid to 
himfelf, full of chaiity to others, and difplaying 
in his own perfon, an amiable pattern of virtue. 
But he enjoyed fo ill a ftate of health, that I am 
afraid he will not be able long to fupport that kind 
of life, which a miffionary is obliged to lead in 
this country. 

On the eleventh after failing five leagues farther, 

I left on my right the river Marameg^ where they 
are at prelent employed in fearching for a filver 
mine. Perhaps, your Grace may not be difpleafed 
if I inform you what fuccefs may be expefted from 
this undertaking. Here follows what 1 have been 
able to learn about this affair from a perfon who 
is well acquainted with it, and who has refided for 
, feveral years on the fpot- In the year 1719, the 
Sieur de Lochon being fent by the Weft-India com- 
pany in quality of founder, having dug in a place 
which had been marked out to him, drew up a 
pretty large quantity of ore, a pound whereof, 

which 
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which took up four days in melting, produced as 
they fay two drams of filver ; but fome have fuf- 
pefted him of putting in this quantity himfelf. A 
few months afterwards he returned thither, and 
without thinking any more of the filver, he extraded 
from two or three thoufand weight of ore, fourteen 
pounds of very bad lead, which flood him in 
fourteen hundred franks. Difgufted with a la- 
bour which was fo unprofitable, he returned to 
France. 

The company, perfuaded of the truth of the in- 
dications which had been given them, and that 
the incapacity of the founder had been the folccaufe 
of their bad fuccefs, fent in his room a Spaniard 
called Antonio, who had been taken at the fiegeof 
Penfacola, had afterwards been a galley-flave, and 
boafted much of his having wrought in a mine at 
Mexico. They gave him very confiderable ap- 
pointments, but he fucceeded no better than had 
done the Sieur de Lochon. He was not difcou- 
raged himfelf, and others inclined to believe he 
had failed from his not being verfed in the con- 
flruftion of furnaces. He gave over the fearch 
aft6r lead, and undertook to make filver ; he dug 
down to the rock which was found to be eight or 
ten feet in thicknefs *, fevefftl pieces of it were 
blown up and put into a crucible, from whence 
it was given out, that he extradled three or four 
drams of filver but many are ftill doubtful of the 
truth of this fa£l. 

About this time arrived a company of the king’s 
miners, under Jthe direftion of one La Renaudieri, 
who refolving to begin with the lead mine, was 
able to do nothing ; becaufe neither he himfelf nor 
3ny of his company were in the leaft acquainted 
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with the conftru(ftion of furnaces. Nothing could 
be more furprizing than the facility with which 
fontb company at that time expofed themfelves to 
itflisi great expences, and the little precaution they took 
Mitlji fo fatisfied of the capacity of thofe they 
wr,tiR! ^ntployed. La Renaudiere and his miners not be- 
ofoit, to produce any lead, a private company 

j undertook t he mines ot Marameg, and the Sieur 
one. of the diredors, fuperintended them 
Ijjjj. with care. In the month of June laft he found a 
bed of lead two foot in thicknefs, runinng to a 
great length over a chain of mountains, where he 
people to work. He flatters him- 
tiietD, that there isfilver below the lead. Every body 
opinion, but time will difcover the 

truth. 
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ffW » ^ arrived at Kalkafquias about nine 

Sitiiir^ ‘^lock in the morning. The Jeluits have here a 
miffion, which has lately been di- 
>ided into two, thinking it convenient to have 
^-two cantons of Indians inllead of one. The moft 
numerous is on the banks of the Miflifllppi, of which 
J 1 ^two iduits have the fpiritual diredion ; half a 
WMeague below (lands fort Chartres, about the dif- 
n "■'^^et-lhot from the river. M Du- 

SSlnd ' " gentleman of Canada, com- 

il to J.mands here for the company, to whom this place 

ecBj-belongs j the French are now beginning to fettle 

hWFour le"^'^ between this fort and the firft million. 
1 d« our leagues farther and about a league from the 
Idoiifcnver, is a la^e village inhabited by the French 
who are almoft all Canadians and have a jdTfor 

,yof. les (arther up he country, at the diftance of two 
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The French in this place live pretty much at 
their eal'e a Fleming, who was a clomeftic of the 
jefijits, has taught the n to fow wheat which fuc- 
ceeds very well. They have black cattle and 
poultry. The Illinois on their part manure the 
ground after their falhion, and are very laborious. 
They likewife bring up poultry, which they fell 
to the French. Their women are very neat-hand- 
ed and induftrious. They fpin the wool of the 
buffaloe, which they make as fine as that of the 
Englifh fheep nay fometimes it might even be 
miltaken for filk. Of this they manufafture Ms 
which are dyed black, yellow, or a deep red. Of 
thefe ftufFs they make robes which they few with 
thread made of the finews of the roe-buck. The 
manner of making this thread is very fimple. Af- 
ter (tripping the flefh from the finews of the roe- 
buck, they expofe them to the fun for the fpaceof 
two days ; after they are dry they beat them, 
and then without difficulty draw out a thread as 
white and as fine as that of Mechlin, but much 
ftronger. 

The French canton is bounded on the north bf 
a river, the banks of which are extremely high, fo 
that though the waters fometimes rife five and 
twenty feet, they feldom overflow their channel. 
All this country is open confiding of vafl meado*s 
to the extent of five and twenty leagues, which are 
interfperfed with fmall copfes of very valuable 
wood. White mulberries efpecially are very com- 
mon here ; but 1 am furprized that the imhabitants 
ihould be fuft'ered to cut them down for the build- 
ing of their houfes, efpecially, as there is a fuffio' 

ent quantity of other trees equally proper for that 

purpofe. 
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The moft remarkable of the fruit-trees, peculiar to 
this country, are the Pacane, the Acimine, and the 
Piakimine trees. The Pacane is a nut of the fize 
and fhape of a large acorn. The (hell of fome of 
them is very thin, while others have it harder and 
thicker, but the fruit is fo much the lefs on that 
account. All have a very fine and delicate ta(fe ; 
the tree rifes to a great height ; in its wood, bark, 
fmell and (hape of its leaves, it feems to me great- 
ly to refemble the filbert trees of Europe. 

The Acimine is a fruit of the length of a man’s 
finger, and an inch in diameter. Its pulp is ten- 
der and fweetilh, and full of a feed much refem- 
bling that of the water melon. The tree grows to 
no great height or thicknefs ; all thofe I have feen 
being nothing but (hrubs, the wood of which is 
very tender. Its bark is thin, its leaves long and 
large like thofe of the chefnut, but of a deeper 
green. 

The Piakimine is in (hape like a damafk plum, 
though fomewhat larger : its fkin is tender, its 
fubftance watery, and colour red *, and has befides 
a very delicate flavour. It contains feeds which 
differ only from thofe of the Acimine, in being 
fomewhat fmaller. The Indians make a pafte of 
this fruit, which they bake into loaves of the thick- 
nefs of a man’s finger, and of the confiftence of a 
dried pear. The tafte feems at firft fomewhat dif- 
agreeable, but people are eafily accuftomed to it. 
It is very nourilhing, and a fovereign remedy, as 
they pretend, againft a loofenefs and bloody- 
flux. The tree which bears this fruit, is a very 
fine one, and about the fize of our ordinary plum- 
trees. Its leaves have five points, its wood 



( 224 ) 

is of a middling hardnefs, and its bark vtt'f 
rough. 

The OfageSi a pretty numerous nation fettled on 
the banks of the river, bearing their own name, 
which runs into the Miflburi about forty leagues 
from its confluence with the Miflifippi, depute fome 
of their people once or twice every year to fing the 
calumet among the Kafkafquias, and they are now 
' aftually here at prefent. I have juft feen a Mif- 
fourian woman who tells me, her nation is the firft 
we meet with in going up the Miflburi ; from 
whence we have given it this name, on account of 
our not knowing its proper appellation. Their 
fettlement is eighty leagues from the confluence of 
that river with the MifTifippi. 

A little higher we find the Canfez^ then the 
OSiotatas, called by fome the MaSiotatas ; after- 
wards the A'iouez^ and laflly the Pams.,z very nume- 
rous nation, and divided into feveral cantons, which 
have names very different from one another. This 
woman has confirmed to me, what I had before learn- 
ed from the Sioux, that the MiflTouri rifes from very 
high and bare mountaips, behind which there is 
another large river, which probably rifes from 
thence alfo and runs to the weftward. This tefti- 
mony is of fome weight, becaufe no Indians we 
know of are accuftomed to travel fo much as the 
Miflburis. 

All thefe nations of whom I have been fpeakingj 
dwell upon the weftern bank of the Miflburi, ex- 
cepting the Aiouez who live on the eaftern, and 
are neighbours to the Sioux and their allies. The 
moft confiderable rivers which fall into the Mif* 
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fifippi above the river of the Illinois, are in the firft 
place, the river of Buffaloes, which is at the 
tiiftance of twenty leagues from the former, and 
comes from the weftward ; a fine falt-pit has been 
difeovered in its neighbourhood. Pits of the fame 
kind have been found on the banks of the Mara- 
meg, twenty leagues from hence. About forty 
leagues farther is the ^ffenejipi, or river at the 
rock ; becaufe its mouth is direftly oppofite to a 
mountain placed in the river itfclf, where travellers 
affirm rock-chryftal is to be found. 



:,MC Twenty-five leagues higher up, we find on the 
ellatioi right hand the Ouifeonjing, by which father Mar- 
aecofc quette and the Sieur Joliet entered the Miffifippi, 
when they firft difeoveted it. d he Ai’ouez who 
are fettled in this place, lying in 43 deg. 30 min. 
north latitude, who are great travellers, and as is 
jSf/itt faid man h five and twenty or thirty leagues a day, 
when without their families, tell us that after lea- 
ilcfflWi ving their country we Ihould in three days arrive 
eanofe amonglf a people called Omans, who have white 
liadliG fkins and fair hair, efpecially the women. They 
ririfer add, that this people is continually at war with the 
1 wliiti: Panis and other more remote Indians towards the 
jiblp'Si weft, and that they h.;ve heard them fpeak of a 
ani. B great lake very far from their country, on the banks 
eDoh! of which are people refembling the French, with 
[fo0S buttons on their cloaths, living in cities, and iifing 
horfes in hunting the Buffalo, and cloathed with 
the fkins of that animal ; but without any arms ex- 
cept the bow and arrow. 

he fife about fifty Ieagu^^s above the ri- 

•iralis Buffaloes, the river Moingtua ifilies from 

i the midft of an immenfe meadow, which fwarms 
VoL.II. Q with 



( 226 ) 

with Buffaloes and other wild beafts : at its en- 
trance into the MilBfipph it is very {hallow as well 
as narrow •, r.everthelefs, its courfe from north to 
weft is faid to be two hundred and fifty leagues 
in length. It rifes from a lake and is fatd to form 
a fecond, at the dift^nce of fifty leagues from the 
firft. 



Do la 



{ 0(1 

Fttud. 



Turning to the left from this fecond lake we 
enter into Blue River, lo called from its bottom, 
which is an earth of that colour. It difcharges itfelf 
into the river of St. Pe/er. Going up to the Mom- 
gona, we find great plenty of pit coal, and a hun- 
dred and fifty leagues from its mouth there is a 
very large cape, which caufes a turn in the river, 
in which place its waters are red and (linking. It 
is affirmed, that great quantities of mineral ftones 
and fome antimony have been found upon this 
cape. 

A league above the mouth of the Moingona, 
there are two rapi^/s or ftrong currents of a confi- 
derable length in the Miffifippi, where paffengers 
are obliged to unload and carry their pirogues; and 
above the fecond rapide, that is about twenty 
leagues from the Moingona, there are lead mitw 
on both fides of the river, which were difcovered 
fome time ago, by a famous traveller of Canada 
called Nicholas Perrot, whofe name they ftill bear. 
Ten leagues above the Ouifconfing, and on the 
-fame fide is a meadow fixty leagues in length, and 
bounded by mountains which afford a delightful 
profiicdl ; there is another on the weft fide, but 
' it is not of fuch a length. Twenty leagues 
higher than the extremity of the firft mea- 
dow, the river grows wider, and is here cal- 
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®i led le lac de hon Secoun. This is a league over atid 
fc; feven leagues in circuit. Nicholas Perrot built a 
MM fort on the right fide. 

iill.: 

'to: On leaving this lake you meet with Nfle Pelie^ 

itsk or Bald Ifland, fo named from its having no trees 
upon it ; this is a very fine meadow : and the 
French of Canada have frequently made it the 
xonl. center of their commerce for the weftern parts, and 
inic; many have even wintered there, all this country 
iiiclmj being very plentiful of game. Three leagues above 
iptoi Bald Ifland you leave on your right hand the n- 
de Sainle Croix, or river of the Holy Crofs, 
Mtbtt which proceeds from the neighbourhood of Lake 
n ini Superior ; copper is faid to have been found near 
kKk its mouth. Some leagues farther you leave on the 
oiiK! ieft the river of St. Peter, the banks of which 
jjuj 0 are inhabited by the Sioux, and its mouth is ac 
no great diftance from St. Anthony’s fall. Be- 
yond this great cafcade the Miffifippi is alto- 
tlitHgether unknown. 
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names of Pccrias, ratnarotias^ Caoqtitas, and Kaf 
kafquias thde tribes are at prefent very much 
confounded, and are become very inconfiderable. 
There remains on y a very fmall number of the 
Kafkafquias, and the two villages of that name 
are almoft entirely compofcd of the Tamarouas 
and Melchiganoias, a foreign nation adopted by 
the Kafkafquias, and originally fettled on the banks I 
of a fmall river you meet with going down the 
Miffifippi. 

This is, Madam, all I can at prefent inform 
you of with refped to Louifiana, which county 
I have but juft entered ; but before I conclude 
this letter, I muft iqipart to you a few circum- 
ftances which I have learned on my journey from 
the river St. Jofeph to this place, and which will' 
ferve as a fupplement to what I have already faid 
of the Indians in general. 

You might have feen in the fable of Ata- 1 
hentfic expelled from heaven, fome traces of the 
firft woman driven out of the terreftrial para- 
dife, as a punifhment of her difobedience ; and 
of the deluge, as alfo of the ark in which Noah 
faved himfelf with his family. This circum- 
ftance prevents me from agreeing to the opi- 
nion of P. de Acofta, who alledges that this tra- 
dition does not refpedt the univerfal deluge, but 
another peculiar to America, In effedf, the Al- 
gonquins and all the nations who fpcak their lan- 
guage, fuppofing the creation of the firft man, 
fay that his pofterity having almoft entirely pf- 
rifhed by a general inundation, a perfon named 
Mejjont whom others call Saketchak^ who faw the 





s»l; ^ ^^9 ) 

tj]' whole world overwhelmed by the waters from 
(iri the overflowing of a lake, fent a raven to the 
uliij, bottom of the abyfs in order to bring him fome 
f ij; earth ; that this raven having failed to execute 
e];i 3 his commiflion, he fent a mufk rat width had 
ijijj, better fuccefs; with the fmall quantity of earth 
ionti; ■which this animal brought him, he reflored the 
in’ij world to its former ftate and condition ; that 
he fliot arrows into the trunks of trees which 
ftill appear, and that thofe arrows were chan- 
ged into branches ; that he performed feveral 
other wonders j and that out of gratitude for the 
Orel! mufk-rat had done him, he married 

afti fetnale of his fpecies, by whom he had children 
yjoiB who repeopJed the earth: that he had com- 
aniii! immortality to a certain favage, 

ave i’. ^ packet, forbidding 

him, at the fame time to open it, under the penal- 
ty of lofing fo precious a gift. 
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The Hurons and the Iroquois fay, that “Ta- 
ronhinagen, the king of heaven, gave his wife fo 
rude a blow with his foot, that it made her 
tumble down from heaven to earth •, that this wo- 
man fell upon the back of a tor’toife, who by re- 
moving the waters of the deluge with his 
feet, at hft difeovered the earth, and carried 
the woman to the foot of a tree, where flie 
brought forth twins, and that the elder whom 

ther younger bro- 

• furprifing, that thefe people fo 

indifferent about the paft, and to whom the con- 
future gives fo little uneafinefs, 
mould know almoft nothing of the heavens, and 

3 make 
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make no difference between the planets and fixed 
ftars, unlefs it be their dividing thefe laft as we 
do, into conftcllations. The Pleiades, they call 
the Dancer St and give the name of the Bear to 
the four firft ftars of that conftellation, which 
•we call the Great Bear ; the three others which 
compofe its tail are, according to them, three 
hunters who purfue the bear ; and the little ftar 
which accompanies that in the middle, is, with 
them a kettle with which the fecond is loaded. 
The Indians of Acadia call this and the next con- 
ftellation fimply the Great and Little Bear; but 
is there not reafon to fufpedb, that when they fptke 
in this manner to the Sieur Lefcarbot, they only 
repeated what they had before heard from the 
French themfelves. 

The Indians, for the moft part, call the polar 
ftar, the ftar which has no motion. It is thit 
which direds their courfe by night, as the fun 
ferves them for a compafs by day. They have 
likewife other marks by which to diftinguifli the 
north. They pretend to have obferved that the 
tops of trees incline a little to that fide, as alfo 
that the interior pellicles of their bark are thicker 
on that fide. They do not, however, truft fo en- 
tirely to this, as to negleft other precautions to pre- 
vent their wandering, and to help them to find 
their way back to a place from whence they had fet 
out. 

As to what regards the courfe of the ftars, the 
caufes of the celeftial phenomena, the nature of 
meteors, and other fuch like things -, they are with 
refped to all thefe, as with refpeft to every thing 

yrhich does not affed the fenfes, profoundly ignorant 
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and perfedly indifFerent. When an eclipfe hap- 
pens, they imagine there is a great battie in hea- 
ven, and fhoot arrows in the air, in order to drive 
away the pretended enemies of the fun and moon. 
The Hurons in an eclipfe of the moon, were per- 
fuaded (he was indifpofed, and in order to recover 
her out of her diftemper, ufed to make a great 
noife, accompanied with abundance ot ceremonies 
and with prayers. Particularly, they never failed to 
throw ftones at the dogs and beat them cruelly with 
flicks to make them cry, imagining the moon to be 
fond of thefe animals. 

Thefe Indians, as well as many others, could ne- 
ver be brought to believe, that an eclipfe was an 
indifferent thing and purely natural : they drew 

good or bad auguries from it according to the place 
of the fky in which that ftar happened to be ob- 
feured. Nothing aftonifhed them more than to 
fee with what exaftnefs the miffionaries foretold 
thefe phenomena, and they concluded from thence, 
that they ought likewife to forefee their confequen- 
ces. 

Thefe people are equally ignorant of the na- 
ture of thunder fome taking it to be the voice 
of a particular fpecies of men, who fly in the air, 
while others imagine this noife proceeds from cer- 
tain unknown birds. According to the Montag- 
nais, it is the effort of a certain genius, in order 
to vomit up a ferpent he had fwallowed, and they 
fupport this opinion by alledging that when thun- 
der falls on a tree they difeover a figure on it, forae- 
thing refembling that animal. 
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All of them reckon by lunar months ; for the 
moft part the year has but twelve ; fome, how- 
ever, give it always thirteen. There are no great 
inconveniencies attending this diverfity amongft 
people who have no annals, and whofe affairs do 
not depend on annual epochas. There is likewife 
a great variety in the names of the feafons and 
months amongft them •, becaufe in all thefe coun- 
tries the feafons for hunting and fifhing, feed-time 
and harveft, the birth and fall of the leaf, the 
paffages of particular beafts and birds, the time 
when the roe-bucks change their hair, and when 
different animals are in rut, ferve to diftinguifli all 
thefe things which, befides, vary confiderably in 
the different Cantons. 

In fome nations, the years are reckoned by the 
figns, except when a perfon intends to fpecify his 
age, and on fome occafions, when they make ufe 
of lunar months. There is no where any diftinc- 
tion of weeks, and the days have no name in any 
of their languages. They have four fixed points 
in the day, to wit, fun-rifing and fun-fetting, mid- 
day and mid-night, with refpefl to which or any o- 
ther time of the day, they are never deceived. But 
the aftronomical exaftnefs to make the lunar years 
agree with the folar, of which the Baron de la Hon- 
tan does them the honour, is a mere imagination of 
that writer. 

They have no chronological fupputation, and 
if they preferve the epochas of certain remarkable 
events, they do not reckon the time elapfed fince 
to a fcrupulous exaiftnefs ; but content themfelves 
with retaining the fafts themfelves, and have in- 
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vented feveral means whereby to perpetuate the 
K: memory of them. For inftance, the Hurons and 

Iroquois have porcelain in their publick treafures 
on which are painted figures, which recal the re- 
membrance of memorable incidents. Others make 
■'“1 life of knots tied after a certain falhion, and if 
f'lls the imagination is fet at work to found out their 
''tW meaning, they are not therefore deceived. Laft- 
ly, all of them reckon by units till the number 
ten, and then by decads or tens to a hundred, 
Is, 4 and fo by hundreds to tens of hundreds or thou- 
ir,K fands, farther than which they never carry any 
diOiii calculations. 



let ter XXIX. 



Of the Colony of the Illinois. Voyage to Akan- 
fas, Defcription of the Country. 



Kajkafquias, November 172 14 



Madam, 

M y laft letter is now gone for Canada, whence 
I am affured it will foon be forwarded for 
France, by the way of Cape Breton. Befides, 
Ihould it mifcarry by the way, the lofs would not 
be very great : I begin this letter likewife at Kaf- 

kafquias, but, in all probability, (hall not finilh it 
here, having been above a month in this place, 
and now haftening my departure as faft as 
poITible. 

As I have feen nothing of Louifiana as yet, ex- 
cept this poft, being the firft of them all with re- 
fpeft to antiquity ; I cannot form any judgement 
of it, by comparing it with the reft What feems 
certain to me is, that this has a double advantage, 
one of which can never be difputed, and the other, 
at lead at prefent renders it neceffary to the whole 

province. 
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province. The firft is its fituation, which is very 
near Canada, with w'hich it will at all times pre- 
ferve a communication, equally ufeful to both co- 
lonies. The fecond is, that it is capable of be- 
coming the granary of Louifiana, which it is able to 
furnifh with cohn in abundance, even Ihould it be 
peopled quite to the fea. 

The foil is not only extremely proper for wheat 
but, befides, refufcs nothing neceflary or ufeful for 
human life. The climate is extremely temperate, 
lying in thirty-eight degrees, thirty-nine minutes 
north latitude ; cattle and fhtep would multiply 
here wonderfully, even the wild Buffaloes might 
be tamed, and great advantages drawn from a trade 
of their wool and hides, and from their fupplyingthe 
inhabitants with food. The air is very wholfome.and 
if fome diftempers are feen in it, they ought to be im- 
puted to the poverty or libertinifm of the inhabitants, 
and perhaps, in fome meafure, to the lands bt- 
jng newly cleared ; but this laft inconvenience can- 
not always Jaff, and the change of climate will be 
nothing to thofe who may happen to be born here 
afterwarcls. In the lafl: place, we are more affured 
of the friendfhip of the IHnois, than of any other 
^Indian nation in Canada, the Abenaquis except- 
'ed. They are alinoft all Chriftians, of a mild 
tiifpofition, and extremely well affedted towards the 
French. 

Here I am. Madam, at the diftance of a hun- 
dred and fifty leagues from the place where I began 
this letter : I fhall finifh it here, and give it to a 

^aveller, who reckons to be much iboner at New- 
Orleans than I, as he intends to flop no where, 
whereas I fiiall be obliged to make fome flay among 
the Natchez. Befides, I had laid my account of 

two 
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ifc- two things at nny departure from the Illinois ; firft, 
illi^ that having a very rapid river to deicend, wliere 
toir there was no danger of being ftopt by thofe falls 

ipit: and rapides, fo frequent in the rivers of Canada, I 

:hitii fhould not be long on my voyage, though I had the 
illitr^ fpace of four hundred leagues to traverfe, by means 
of the circuits the river makes-s next, that as my 
courfe lay always to the (buthvvard, I fliould have 
ipetij no occafion to take any precautions againft the 
forti cold i but I have been deceived in both thefe par- 

([.(g ticulars. I have been obliged t • make a much 

flower pafTage than I had formerly on the lakes, 
iDiilij' and have felt a cold full as piercing as I ever knew 
offate 
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It is true, it was quite otherwife at Kaflcafquias 
fome days ago, v/hen 1 left it ; but I have fince 
learned on my way hither, that the river ,was at 
firft frozen over in fuch a mar.ner that people crof- 
fed it in carriages, notwithflanding it is at that 
place half a league broad, and more rapid than the 
Khone. This is the more furprifing, as for the 
moft part, excepting a few flight frolls occafioned 
by the north and north -weft winds, the winter is in 
this country hardly fenflb’c. The river has not 
been frozen wherever I have been, but as I was 
obliged to remain all the day in an open boat, 
and confequently, was expofed to all the injuries of 
the weather, and had taken no precautions againft 
a cold 1 did not forefee, I have fuffered very great 
hardfhips. 

Could I have made more hafte, I fhould have 
found a fenfible diminution of this inconvenience 
every day •, but it is neceflary to ufe great caution 
in failing on the Miflif.ppi. People do not chufe 
to venture themfelves in canoes of bark, by reafon 

that 
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that the river conftantly carries down with the cur- 
rent a number of trees, or elle receives them from 
other rivers which fall into it ; and many of thefe 
trees flopping on fome point of land or on fome 
ftioal, there is danger every moment of running 
foul of a branch or a root under water, which would 
be fufficient to break thefe frail vehicles to pieces, 
cfpecially when in order to avoid an enemy or for 
fome other reafon you are obliged to travel by 
night, or to fet out before day. 

They mufl therefore fubflitute pirogues in room 
of canoes of bark, that is to fay, trunks of trees 
hollowed, which are not fubjedt to thefe inconve- 
niencies, but are bad going veflels, and not fo eafily 
managed. 1 have one made of a wall-nut-tree, but 
fo narrow that it cannot carry fail ; and my guides 
being accuflomed to thofe little paddles made ufe 
of in canoes, are far from being expert at the ma- 
nagement of the oar. Befides, if the wind rifes 
ever fo little, the water comes into the pirogue-, 
and this often happens at this feafon of the 
year. 

On the tenth of November at funfet, I embark- 
ed in the little river of Kafkafquias, and though it 
was not two leagues to the Miflifippi, yet I was 
obliged to encamp at half way, and the next day 
I could not get further than fix leagues down the 
river. The leaves fall fooner in this place than in 
France, and do not begin to bud till about the end 
of M.ay, notwithflanding that it fnows very feldom 
here, and although, as I have already obferved, 
the winters are exceeding temperate. What then 
can be the reafon of this backwardnefs of the 
fpring : for my part I can fee no other than the 

4 thicknefi 
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thicknefs of the forefts, which prevents the earth 
from being warmed by the fun foon enough to caufc 

the fap to afeend, 

lots; ^ 

* On the 1 2 th, after having advanced two leagues, 

I paffed Cape St. Anthony on the left hand. Here 
the firft canes are feen i thefe bear a great refem- 
blance to thofe growing in Europe, but are taller 
» and ftronger. It is pretended they never appear 
but in good lands •, but thefe lands muft be very 
inoift and wet, and confcquently fitter to bear rice 
than wheat. When the cane lands are to be clear- 
ed, the canes are not to be plucked up by the 
tkeb roots; this would be a very difficult talk, their 
ndiitti knotty roots lying very deep, and being twined or 
11« Jinked together by a great number of fibres, which 
and® extend very far. Thefe roots have naturally a 
Idls u beautiful varnifh, not a little refembling thofe of 
)eriii! the bamboos of Japan, of which thofe fine canes 
the w are made, which are fold by the Dutch under 
thejt the nzme of rattans. 
eafoii 

When a field overgrown with thefe canes is to 
be cultivated, it is fufficient to cut them clofe to 
jt, Is the ground : they are afterwards left to dry, 

judaj and are then fet on fire, the afhes ferving for 
,pi^ JJ-; manure, and the fire for opening the pores of the 
jIk'jj earth, which is afterwards tilled up, and fown with 
rice, maiz, water-melons, and in a word, with all 
’ ijjj, forts of grain and pulfe, excepting wheat, which 
in thefe fat lands exhaulls itfelf by running up into 
ftraw, and produces no grain. This defeft might 
be eafily remedied, by ftrewing the ground with 
W fowing it for fome years with maiz or 

Indian corn. 
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The high lands and other kinds of foil, not li' 
able to be overflowed by the river, are even already 
very well adapted for producing corn, and if the tri- 
als made in fome places have not fucceeded, be- 
caufe the corn has been blafted or mildewed ; it 
is owing to this circumftance, that the country not 
being cleared, the wind has not free accefs todifperfc 
thofe noxious vapours which generate mildews, 
An evident proof of which may be drawn from this, 
that amongft the Illinois, where there is more mea- 
dow than wood-land, wheat thrives and ripens as 
well as in France. 

On the thirteenth, after a very warm night, we 
advanced about three leagues, in fpite ot a fouther- 
]y wind, which ftill encreafed, and at laft became 
fo violent that we were obliged to halt. A heavy 
rain fell towards the 'evening, and about midnight 
the wind fprung up at north-wefl-, which brought 
on that excefllve cold I have already fpoken of. 
To compleat our misfortune, an accident detained 
us all the following day, though we were not 
fafe to remain where we then were. Not long ago 
the Cherokees maflacred thirty Frenchmen near 
this place ; they were commanded by a fon of 
M. de Ramezar governor of Montreal, and a' fon 
of the Baron de(Longuevil King’s-lieutenant of that 
city. Befides thefe Indians who are not as yet re- 
conciled with us, we were kept in continual 
alarms for fear of the Outagamies, Sioux and 
Chacachas j and I had not above three men in my 
company. 

On the fifteenth, the wind changed to the north, 
and the cold continued to encreafe. We advanced 
four leagues to the fouthward, and then found that 

the 
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the river run four leagues more towards the north.’ 
Immediately after this uncommon winding we 
^ paffed on the left the fine river Ouabache, by means 
? of which there is a paflTage as far as the country of 
the Iroquois, when the waters are high. This ri- 
''f'® . ver, at its entrance into the Miffifiippi, is not lefs 
" than a quarter of a league in breadth. There is 
not, in my opinion, a place in all Louifiana more 
proper for a fettlement than this, nor where it is 
of greater importance to us to have one. The 
® ' whole country watered by the Ouabache and Ohio^ 
which runs into it, is extremely fertile confiding of 
vad meadows, which feed thoufands of buffaloes., 
w: Befides its communication with Canada is as eafy 
teotr as that by the river of the Illinois, and the paflage 
at lit much Ihorter. A fort with a good garrifon would 
halt keep the Indians in awe, efpecially the Cherokees, 
abii who are the mod numerous nation on this conti- 
»liic: nent. 
tadfi: 

:ci(i«: Six leagues below the moiith of the Ouabache, 

*c' and on the fame fide, we found the coad extremely 
Non high, and the earth of a yellow colour, from whence 
reiiciB fome have imagined that there are mines of iron in 
(Hji; this place. We made a good progrefs this day 
real,E which was the fixteenth, but fuffered extremely by 
[liWSi the cold : it continued to encreafe the following 
I iKi!3' days, though the wind had changed to fouth-fouth- 
, jjv wed: we were even obliged as we advanced to 
(S, ii ^reak the ice, which was formed on the furface of 
[tcff water. On the nineteenth we got four leagues 
farther on our way, after which we were dopped 
by a fouth wind. I never found a north wind 
juit' <^older than this. It is probable, this was dill the 
north -wed wind which continued to blow, but that 
refleded it fometimes on one fide, fome- 
VoL. II. R 
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times on another, according as our courfe lay upon 
the river. 
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There is a fpecies of wild cats called Pijoux, 
very numerous in thefe parts. Thefe bear a great 
refemblance to ours, but are larger. I obfer- 
ved that fome of them had very Ihort tails, and 
Others again much longer and thicker . they 
have likewife a very fierce look, and I have been 
informed they are very ravenous and good hunters. 
The forefts are full of wall-nut-trees, refcmbling 
thofe of Canada, and their roots have feveral pro- 
perties not obferved in the others. They are very 
foft, and their bark affords^ a black dye; but 
their principal ufe confifts in medicine. They 
flop a loofenefs, and furnilh an excellent erne- 

tick. 
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On the twentieth, there fell a great deal offnoff, 
fo that we did not ftir from the place where w 
were, all that day j next day it grew milder, but 
the following night a wind at fouth-weft cleard 
the Iky, and the cold began afrefh. Next day m 
the morning, the brandy left in the pirogw was 
found as thick as frozen oil, and the Spanilh wine 
I ufed for mafs, was quite frozen. The turthw 
v’e defcended the more windings we found in 
the river, the wind followed all its meandwj 
and from whatever fide it came, the cold m 
continued exceflive. In the memory of man 
nothing like it had been feen in this country. 

This day, we perceived a poft eredled, on the 
right fide of the river, on taking a near view oi 
it, we found it was a monument fet up by the U«- 
nois, on account of an expedition they had ma e 
fometime ago againft the Chkachas. There wer 
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two figures of men without heads, and fbme others 
entire. The firft reprefented the dead, and the 
fccond the captives. One of my guides informed 
me upon this occafion, that when any French were 
™ amongft eitherj they were reprefented with their 
‘ arms upon their haunches, in order to diftinguiih 
them from the Indians, whofe arms were left 
™ in a hanging pofture. This diftinftion is not 
dill merely arbitrary, but proceeds from their ha- 
ving obferved the French to make ufe of this 
attitude frequently, which is never done amongft 
them. 

hi: GarcilalTo de la Vega mentions the Chicachas,* 

dick in his hiftory of the conqueft of Florida, and pla- 
excK ces them nearly in the fame part of the country 
where they are at prefent. He reckons them 
amongft thofe nations of Florida who fubniitted 
leatii to the Spaniards •, but this pretended fubmiflion 
placi^ lafted no longer than the Spaniards were in their 
git»: neighbourhood, and it is certain they fold the 
jutlK victory they gained over them very dear. They 
I, k are.ftill accounted the braveft foldiers in Louifia- 
iliept and were much more numerous in the time 
jIij C" of Ferdinand de Soto, than at prefent : but as to 
,n ij the riches which this hiftorian attributes to 
igjp; them, I neither underftand whence they had 
I jjt them, nor how the fource of them comes to 
{, iki dried up, for at prefent they are neither more 
itijoi!' opu'cnt nor better civilized than the reft of the 
tiicok I"t**ans. 



([!& . alliance with the Illinois has fet us at va- 
,iH with the Chicachas, and the Englifh of Ca- 
y ^°’'"3 blow up the diflention. Our fettlemcnt in 
Loinfiana is a great eye-fore to them : as it is a 
^ barrier which we have placed between their power- 

^ 2 ful 
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ful colonies in North- America and Mexico ; and 
we muft expeft they will employ every method in 
their power to deftroy it. The Spaniards who fee 
us with fo much jealoufy ftrengthening ourfelves 
in this country, are not as yet fenfible of the im- 
portant fervices we thereby render them. A few 
days after we pafled by this monument of the Illi- 
nois, the Chicachas had their revenge of two 
Frenchmen, who followed me in a pirogue. Thefe 
Indians lying in ambufh among the canes on the 
banks of the river, as foon as they faw the French 
oppofite to them, made a ruffling among the 
canes without fhewing themfelves ; the two men 
believing it was a bear or fome other wild bead 
drew near in order to take it •, but juft as they 
were going to land, they difeharged their mufkets 
at them, which laid them dead on the fpot. I 
was very lucky not to be perceived by them; 
for my people would lofe no opportunity of hunt- 
ing- 

On the twenty-third, after a very cold night, 
we had a very fine day, and though the ground 
was ftill covered with Inow, the cold was fup- 
portable. On the morrow we pafled by the river 
of the Chicachas, which is but narrow though it 
has a long courfe. Its mouth lies north and fouth. 
From hence to Kafkafquias are reckoned eighty- 
fix leagues j but the way by land would be Ihorter 
by one half. Nothing could have been more a- 
greeable than this navigation had the feafon been 
milder : the country is delightful, and in the fo- 
refts there are a number of ever-green trees ; the 
few rheadows there likeWife preferve their verdure, 
and a confiderable number 6f well wooded iflands. 
fome of whom are pretty large, form very beauu- 
ful canals through which the largeft fhips may fafe- 
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TW; Jy pafs : it being affirmed that there is fixty fa- 
'iiiSi thorn water in this river above a hundred and fifty 
Jcagues from the fea. 
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As to the forefts which almoft entirely cover this 
immenfe country, there is nothing, perhaps, in 
nature comparable to them, whether we confider 
the fize and height of the trees, or their variety, 
and the advantages which may be drawn from 
them : for, excepting dye-wood, which require a 
Warmer foil, and are only to be met with between the 
tfopicks, there is hardly any fort of trees, which can 
be mentioned, that are not to be found here. Xhere 
arc forefts of cyprefs, eight or ten leagues in extent, 
all the trees of which are of a thicknefs proportion- 
able to their height, furpaffing every thing we have 
of that kind in France. That fort of cver-green 
laurel, which we have called the tulip-tree on ac- 
count ol the fhape of its flower, is now beginning 
to be known in Europe. This grows to a greater 
height than the chcfnut-tree of India, and its leaf 
IS much more beautiful. The palm is ftill larger 
and thicker, and yields a balm' not much inferior 
to that of Peru. A 1 the known fpecies of nut- 
trees are likewife to be found here in great quan- 
tities, and all the woods proper for building or 
car^nter’s work ; but care muft be had to avoid 
thofe which grow on the banks of the river, or 
inthatfpace which is liable to be overflowed by 
the rifing of the ftream, for their roots being con- 
tinually leaked m water, they would be too heavy 
and apt to rot very foon. ’ 

At length I arrived at the firft village of the 
Akanfas on tht fecond of December Tbout ten 
afmafl morning. This village ftands iq 

fmS of the Miffif- 

«PP». There are three others within the fpace 
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of eight leagues, every one of which contains a 
nation or particular tribe, and in one of the four 
there are even two tribes, but all of them are 
comprehended under the general name of the 
Akanfas. The Indians inhabiting the village 
where 1 am now revifiting, are called Ouyapes. The 
weftcrn company have here a magazine or ware- 
houfe at which goods are foon expefted, and they 
have likewife a factor here who is very uneafy at 
being obliged to wait for them fo long. 

The river of Akanfas, which is faid to have its 
rife at a great diftance, difcharges its waters into 
the Mifliflippi at two mouths, about four leagues 
from each other. The firft is about eight leagues 
from hence. This river, it is faid, has its rife in 
the country of a nation of Indians called Black 
Pam, who, I believe, are better known under the 
name of Pattis Ricaras. I have with me a flave 
of that nation. It is very difficult to get up the 
river of the Akanfas, on account of the great num- 
ber of rafides-,, and the water being in many 
places fo lhallow that travellers are obliged to drag 
their pirogues. 

The river divides at the diftance of feven leagues 
above the fecond and laft of its mouths, and at the 
diftance of two leagues only, above the firft. A 
fine river, called the White River, which comes 
from the country of the Ofages, falls into it. Two 
leagues higher up are the Torimas and ‘Popi«lih 
who inhabit one village. Two leagues farther 
are the Southouis. The Kappas are fituated a little 
higher up. This nation was very numerous in the 
time of Ferdinand de Soto, nor had they much 
decreafed when M. de la Sale difcovered the Mif* 
fiffippi. Oppofite to their village may be feen the 
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melancholy ruins of Mr. Law’s grant, of which the 
ofi company now remain the proprietors. 
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It was to this place, that the nine thoufand 
German palatinates were to have been fent •, and 
it has been a great lofs that that defign proved 
abortive. There is not, perhaps, a country in all 
Louifiana, excepting that of the Illinois, where 
there is a better foil, for producing all forts of 
grain and feeding of cattle. Mr. Law has been 
very ill ufed, as well as the greateft part of thofe 
to whom grants were given. In all probability, 
it will be fome time before fuch levies are made 
again, there is occafion for them in the mother coun- 
try j and befides, we commonly regulateour condu(5b 
upon the firfl: fuccefs of fuch enterprizes, without 
confidering what has occafioned their failure, in 
order to correft it for the future. 

I found the village of the Ouyapes in the greats 
eft defolation. Some time ago, a Frenchman 
pafllng this way was taken ill of the fmall-pox : 
the intedlion was at firft communicated to a few of 
the Indians, and foon after to the whole canton. 
The burial-place appeared like a wood of ftakes 
and pofts newly erefted, on which was fufpended 
almoft every thing in ufe amongft thefe barbari- 
ans. 

I pitched my tent pretty near the village, and all 
the night I heard nothing but weeping, in which 
the men joined as well as the women, inceflantly 
repeating the word nibahani, as I have heard it a- 
rrtong the Illinois, and pretty much in the fame 
tone. The evening before, I faw a woman weep- 
ing over her fon’s grave, and pouring a great 
quantity of fagamity upon it. Another had light- 
R 4 ed 
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ed a fire befide a neighbouring tomb, probably in 
order to warm the deceafed perfon. The Akanfas 
are reckoned the largeft and handfomeft men of 
all the Indians of this continent, and are called by 
way of diftindlion les beaux hommes,or handfome 
men. It is believed, and perhaps for this reafon, 
that they have the fame origin with the Canfez of 
the Miffouri, and the Poutewatamies of Canada. 
But my pirogue is now loaded and I have only 
time to clofe my letter, afluring you, that I ' 
am, &c. . ‘ 



Akanfas f December 2, 1721. 



LETTER 




letter XXX 



tliclis 
Ktlii: 
tk(i 

dlb 

’ Voyage from the Akanfas to the Natchez. De- 
fcription of the Country. Of the River of the 
Yafous. OftheCufoms, Manner Sy and Re- 
ligion of Natchez. 

4 i the Natchez, December 25, 1721. 

Madam, 

I Set out from the village of the Ouyapes on the 
third of December, fomewhat late in the even- 
ing ; I however pitched my tent that night a little 
below the firft mouth of the river of the Akanfas, _ 
which feems to be about five hundred paces in 
breadth. Next day I pafied the fecond, which is 
very narrow, and, on the fifth, pulhed as far as 
the Pointe Coupee, or Cut Point. This was a pret- 
ty high point, which run out into the river on the 
Weft fide, and which the river has cut fo that it is 
become an ifland •, but the new channel is not, as 
yet, navigable, unlefs when the waters are high. 
From this place to the principal branch of the 
, [T- river of the Akanfas, are reckoned two and twenty 
leagues, but there cannot be above ten in a ftreight 
line i for the river is very ferpentine, during the 
fpace of feventy leagues, which muft be traverfed 
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in going from the village of the Ouyapes to the 
river of the Yafous, or Yachous, which I entered 
on the ninth in the afternoon. There has not fallen 
any fnow in this place, as amongft the Illinois, but 
there has been a hoar froft, which has (battered the 
young trees, with which the low points and wet 
lands are covered, in fuch manner, that it looks as 
if all their branches had been purpofely broken off 
by a flick. 

The entrance into the river of the Yafous lies 
North-Wefl and South-Eafl, and is about an /ir- 
■pent in breadth. Its waters are of a reddilh colour, 
and are faid to affeft thofe who drink them with 
the bloody flux. The air is, befides, extremely 
unwholefome. I had three leagues to travel before 
I reached the fort, which 1 found all in mourning, 
on account of the death of Monf. Bizart, its go- 
vernor. Wherever I had been in Louifiana, I had 
heard the highefl charafter of this officer from all 
my countrymen. He was a native of Canada, and 
foil of a Swifs major of Montreal. At the Yafous 
I was told moft extraordinary things of his religion, 
piety, and zeal, to which, at lafl, he fell a viSim. 
They all regretted him as their father, and a- 
greed that the colony had fuffered an irreparable 



He had built the fort in a bad fituation, and, 
bvfore he died, had thought of removing it a 
league farther off, to a fine meadow, where the air 
Was more wholefome, and where there was a village 
of the Yafous, mixed with the Couroas and Ofo' 
gauks, who altogether may fend about two hundred 
fighting men into the field. We live in pretty 
good correfpondence with them, but, at the fame 
time repofe no great confidence in them, on ac- 
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count of the connexions which the Yafous particu- 
larly maintain with the Englilh. 

There are a great many alligators in this river, 
and I have feen two of them from twelve to fifteen 
feet in length. They arc never heard but m the 
night-time, and their cry fo much refembles the 
bellowing of bulls, that people are frequently de- 
ceived by it. Our people, notwithftanding, bathe 
in this river as freely as in the Seine. On nny tefti- 
fying my furprize at this, I was told. That they had 
nothing to fear ; that indeed, when in the water, 
they were conftantly furrounded by thefe animals, 
but that none of them came near them, and feemed 
only to watch them, in order to fall upon them, 
the moment they were going to leave the river : 
that then, in order to drive them away, they made 
a fplalhing in the water with a ftick, which they 
took care to be provided with, and which made 
thefe animals fly to fuch a diftance, that they had 
fufficient time to freure themfelves. 

The company has a ware-houfe at this port, as 
they have at the Akanfas j but the fort and territory 
belong to a private company, confifting of M. Le 
Blanc, fecretary of ftate *, M* le Comte de Belle- 
Ifle, M. le Marquis d’ Arsfeld, and M. le Blond, 
brigadier Ingeneer. This laft refides in the colony 
in quality of diredor-general of the company. I 
cannot well comprehend what has made them pitch 
upon the river of the Yafous for the place of their 
grant. They had afiuredly much better lands, and 
more advantageous fituations in their choke. ’Tis 
true, it is a matter of importance to fecure this 
river, the fource of which is not far from Carolina ; 
but a fort with a good garrifon would have been 
fufficient for this purpofe, as well as to keep the 

Yafous 
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Yafous in awe, who are allies to the Chicahas. 
The being obliged to be always on their guard 
againft the Indians, who border upon the Englift 
is riot the way to fettle a grant upon a folid foun! 
dacion. 

I left the Yafous on the tenth, and, on the thir 
teenth, had it not been for a Natche Indian, who 
aUced his paflage from me in order to return to his 
own country. I Ihould have been loft in a whirlpool 
with which none of my guides were acquainted’ 
and which cannot be perceived till one is To faren 
gaged with it, that it is impoffible to get clear of 
it. It lies on the left, at the foot of a large cape 
where it is faid, there is a very good ftone quarry- 
this 1$ what people are moft afraid of wantin® in 
this colony, but, to make amends, they may eafi- 
ly make as many bricks as they will. 

On the fifteenth we arrived at the Natchez. 
This canton, the fineft, moft fertile, and bell 
popled of all Louifiana, lies at the diftanceof 
forty leagues from the Yafous, upon the fame fide 
of the river . The landing place is oppofite a high 
and rugged bank, at the foot of which runs a fmall 
rivulet, which is capable of receiving only lhallops 
and pirogues. From this firft bank we go up a 
fecond, or rather a hill, whofe afeent is tollerably 
cafy, on the fummit of which ftands a redoubt, 
cnclofed by a fimple palifade. The name of a fort 
has been given to this entrenchment. 

Several little hills appear above this laft, and, 
w en thefe are once paft, we fee, on all fides, very 
large meadows feparated from one another by fmall 
copfes of wood, which produce a very fine effea. 

I he trees moft common in thefe woods are the oak 

and 
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and nut-trees •, and the foil is every where excel- 
fltfe lent. The late M. d'Iberville, who firft entered 
intkl the Mifliflippi by its mouth, having penetrated as 
® ik. far up as the Natchez, found the country fo delight- 
ful, and fo advantageoufly fituated, that he con- 
cluded the metropolis of the new colony could no 
id, 0!‘ where be better placed ; and accordingly traced out 
lielii; the plan of it, and intended to call it by the name 
tottu of Rofalie, which is that of the lady of the chancel- 
linji lor of Portchartrain. But it fhould feem this pro- 
(erc i5 jeft was not to be put in execution fo foon, tho* 
ontiii our geographers have always thought fit to lay 
itogj down in their maps the town of Rofalie at the 
jfj|, Natchez. 

, ’Tis certain it was necelTary to begin by a lettle- 
ment nearer the fea ; but if ever Louiliana becomes 
[ a ffourilhing colony, as it may very well happen, 
it is my opinion there cannot be a better fituation 
for a capital than this. It is not liable to be over- 
flowed by the river, has a very pure air, and a great 
■ , extent of country ; the foil is well watered, and 
proper for producing every thing. Nor is it at 
.*■ too great a diftance from the fea, and there is no- 
thing to prevent fhipping from going up to it. 
Laftly, it is at a convenient diftance from all thofe 
places where there can be any defign of making 
“ fettlements. The company have a magazine, and 
keep a principal fa<ftor here, who, as yet, has very 
little to do. 

Amongft a great number of private grants, 
which are already in a condition to produce fome- 
tliisiis thing valuable, there are two of the largeft ex- 
i» tent that is allowed, being each four leagues fquare ; 
Otiwi' one belonging to a company of Maloins, the inha- 
bitants of it, and which they bought of M. Hubert, 
1^^'" commifTary 
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commiflary in chief, and prefident of the coun- 
cil in Louifiana; and the other to the company, 
who have fent work- men thither from Clerac, m 
order to make tobacco. Thefe two grants are fi- 
tuated in fuch a manner, as to form a perfeft tri. 
angle with the fort, the diftance of one angle from 
the other being one league. Half way between the 
two grants lies the great village of the Natchez, 
I have carefully vifited all thefe places, and here 
follows what I have obferved moft remarkable in 
them. 

The grant of the Maloins is well fituated, and 
nothing is wanting to make it turn out to advan- 
tage but Negroes, or hired fervants. 1 Ihould ra- 
ther chufe to employ the latter, becaufe, the time 
of their fervice being expired, they become inha- 
bitants, and increafe the number of the king’s na* 
tural fubjeds ; whereas the former always continue 
aliens : and who can be certain but that, by being 
multiplied in our colonies, they may not one day 
become our moft formidable enemies ! Can wc de* 
pend upon flaves who are only attached to us by 
fear, and who never can have the pleafure of call- 
ing the place in which they are born by the en- 
dearing name of their native country ? 

The firft night I lay in this fettlement, there 
happened a great alarm about nine o’clock in the 
evening-, upon alking the reafon of it, I was told 
there was, in the neighbourhood, a beaft of an un- 
known fpecies, of an extraordinary bulk, and 
whofe cry did not in the leaft refemble that of any 
known animal. Nobody however could fay he had 
feen it, and they formed a judgment of its fize en- 
tirely from its ftrength : it had already carried off 
fome ftieep and calves, and worried fome cows. I 
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told thoie who gave me this account, that an en- 
raged wolf might very well have done all this, and 
that, as to its cry, people were deceived in thefe 
matters every day. I could perfuade nobody, they 
ftill would have it that it was fome moniirous bead:. 
It was heard again, and every one ran out armed 
with what he could find, but it was to no pur- 
pofe. 

The company’s grant is ftill more advantageouf- 
ly fituated than that of the Maloins. The fame 
river waters both, and falls into the Miflifllppi, two 
leagues from this place ; a magnificent torcft of 
cypreis trees forms a barrier to it, and covers all 
the back fettlements. 

I have feen in the garden of the Sieur le Noir, 
the principal fadtor, a very fine cotton tree, and, 
a little lower, we begin to find wild Indigo. A 
trial of it has not yet been made, but there is rea- 
fon to believe that it will fucceed as well as that 
which was found on the ifland of St. Domingo, 
where it is as much efteemed as the Indigo tianf- 
ported from foreign parts. Befides, experience 
informs us that a foil which produces this plant 
naturally is very well adapted to receive iortign 
feed. 

The great village of the Natch. z is at prefent 
reduced to a fmall number of cabbius reafon 
of which, 1 am told, is, that the Indians, v. i ofe 
great chief has a right to take every thing from 
them, remove to as great a diftance from him as 
they poftibly can, by which means feveral villages 
of thefe people have been formed at fome diftance 
from this. The Tious, their allies and ours, have 
one likewife in their neighbourhood. 
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The cabbins of the great village of the Naf. 
chez, the only one I have feen, are in the form of 
fquare pavilions, very low, and without windows. 
Their roofs are rounded pretty much in the fame 
manner as an oven. Moft of them are covered 
with the leaves and ftraw of maiz. Some of them 
are built of a fort of mud, which feemed tolera* 
bly good, and is covered outfide and infide with 
very thin mats. That of the great chief is rough- 
caft very handfomely in the infide s it is likeways 
larger and higher than the reft, being placed in a 
more elevated fituation, and has no cabbins adjoin- 
ing to it. It fronts a large fquare, which is none 
of the moft regular, and looks to the north. All 
the moveables I found in it were a bed of planb 
very narrow, and raifed about two or three feet 
from the ground ; probably when the chief lies 
down he fpreads over it a matt, or the fkin of forae 
animal. 

There was not a foul in the village, all of them 
having gone to a neighbouring village, where 
there was a feftival. All their doors were open, 
but there was not any thing to be feared from 
thieves, as nothing remained but the four walls. 
Thefe cabbins have no vent for the fmoke, not- 
withftanding thofe into which I entered were tole- 
rably white. The temple ftands at the fide of the 
chief’s cabbin, facing the eaft, and at the extre- 
mity of the fquare. It is built of the fame mate- 
rials with the cabbins, but of a different fliape, 
being an oblong fquare, forty feet in length, and 
twenty in breadth, with a very fimple roof, in the 
fame form as ours. At each extremity there is 
fomething like a weather-cock of wood, which 
has a very coarfe refemblance of an eagle. 
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S'iii The gate is in’the middle of the length of th^ 
Kiiliti building, which has no other opening : on each 
fide there are feats of Hone, What is within is 
iwiii! quite correfpondcnt to this ruftic outfide. Three 
tat: pieces of wood, joined at the extremity, and placed 
. Sou: in a triangle, or rather at an equal diltance from 
tklfflit one another, take up almoft the whole middle fpace 
ItiiJii of the temple, and burn flowly away. An Indian* 
atdii! whom they call keeper of the temple, is obliged 
lesiii to tend them, and to prevent their going out* 
bdi!|!i If the weather is cold he may have a fife for him’* 
D 0 Q& felf, for he is not allowed to warm himfelf at this, 
re, uliic which burns in honour of the fun. This keeper* 
Mtkit was alfo at the feftival ; at leaft I did not fee 
taW: bim, but his brands occafioned a fmoke which 
almoil blinded us. 
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Ornaments I faw none, nor any thing indeed 
which could inform me that this was a temple. 1 
faw only three or four boxes lying in diforder, with 
a few dry bones in them, and fome wooden heads 
on the ground, of fomewhat better workmanlhip 
than the eagles on the roof. In Ihort, if it had 
not been for the fire, I Ihould have believed this 
temple had been deferred for fome time, or that it 
had been lately plundered. Thofe cones, jwrapt 
up m Ikins, the dead bodies of the chiefs ranged 
in a circle within a temple intirely round, and 
terminated in the manner of a dome, thofe altars, 
ur fome accounts make mention, of all 

thefe I have feen nothing ; and, if ever fuch things 
were to be feen, they have been greatly changed 
fince that time. ^ 



"“S'*' to be condemned 

.n v' 'K*? '* “ f»t him, ii i! 

“• S poffibk 






( ) 

pofTible that the neighbourhood of the French 
made the Matchez apprchenfive of lofing the dead 
bodies of their chiefs, and whatever was moft 
precious in their temple, for which caufe they have 
carried them elfewherc ; and that the little regard 
they pay to their temple at prefent is owing to its 
having been ftript of whatever was held moft facred 
amongft them. It is however true, that, clofeby 
the wall, and oppofite to the gate, there is a table, 
the dimenfions of which I was not at the trouble 
to take, as I had then no fufpicion of its being an 
altar. I have been fince informed, that it is three 
feet in height, five in length, and four in breadth, 

I have further heard, that they make a fmall 
fire on it with the bark of the oak, which never goes 
out, but this is falfe, for I faw no fire, nor any 
thing from which it could be imagined there ever 
was a fire there. They fay likeways that four old 
men lie in the temple by turns, in order to keepup 
this fire •, that he who is upon guard muft not go 
out during the eight days he is upon duty ; that 
they take the lighted charcoal of the logs that are 
burning in the middle of the temple, to put upon 
the altar ; that twelve men are employed in pro- 
viding oak-baik *, that there are monkeys of wood, 
and the figure of a rattlefnake, likewife of wood, 
placed upon the altar, to which they pay great 
honoups : that when their chief dies he is buried, 
and, when they imagine his flelh is confurned, the 
keeper of the temple takes up his bones, walhes 
them, wraps them up in their moft precious robes, 
places them in large balkets made of canes, which 
he covers with deer fkins, and difpofes them before 
the altar, where they remain till the death of tht 
reigning chief; and that then he Ihuts them up within 
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the altar itfelf, in order to make room for the bones 
of him who died laft. 

With refpeft to the laft article, I can eafily fay, 
that I faw a few bones in one or two of the trunks ; 
that they would not have made one half of thofe 
belonging to the human body ; that they feemed 
very old, and lay not on the table which is called 
the altar. As to the other articles, firft, as I never 
was in the temple but in the day time, I am entirely 
ignorant of what paffes there during the night j 
and, in the next place, there was no watch in the 
temple when I was there. I obferved, as I have 
already faid, fome wooden monkeys, but faw no 
figure of a ferpent. 

What I have feen in fome relation, of this tem- 
ple being hung with tapeftry, of its pavement be- 
ing covered with matts of canes, of its hteing kept 
in the greateft neatnefs, and of their carrying to it 
every year the firft fruits of their harveft, muft 
certainly be read with great allowances. On the 
contrary, I have never feen any thing more flovenly, 
or in greater diforder. The billets of w’ood wefc 
burning upon the bare ground, on which there was 
no matts, no more than on the walls. M. le Noir, 
who was with me, only told me, that every day 
he put a frelh billet to the fire, and, at every new 
moon they provided wood for the whole month. 
He had this however only from hear-fay, for this 
was the firft time he had feen the temple as well as 
myfelf. 

Here follows what I have been able to learn of 
the nation of the Natchez in general. In their ex- 
ternal appearance they differ in nothing from the 
other Indians of Canada and Louifiana. They 
S 2 feldom 
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feldom make war, and do not place their glory in 
deftroying their fellow creatures. What diftin- 
guifhes them more particularly is the form of their 
government, which is entirely defpoticj the great 
dependance in the fubjeff, which reaches even to 
a fort of flavery •, a greater degree of haughtinefs 
and grandeur in their chiefs, and a pacific fpirit, 
from which however, for fome years paff, they 
have deviated a little. 

The Hurons believe, as well as they, their 
chiefs defcended from the fun, but there are none 
of them who will be his (lave, and follow him to 
the other world to have the honour of ferving him 
there, as frequently happens among the Natchez. 
GarcilafTo de la Vega fpeaks of this nation asa very 
powerful people, and it is not quite fix years fince 
that they reckoned four thoufand warriours amongft 
them. It appears that they were (till more nume- 
rous in the time of M. de la Sale, and even when 
M. d’Iberville difcovered the mouth of the Mil- 
Ifippi, whereas at prefent they cannot fend two 
thoufand fighting men into the field. This decreafe 
of their numbers is attributed to contagious dillcm- 
pers, which for fome years pafl: have made great 
havock amongft them. 

The grand chief of the Natchez bears the name 
of Sun, and, as among the Hurons, the fon of 
his neareft female relations always fucceeds him. 
This perfon has the quality of woman-chief, and 
great honours are paid her, tho’ fhe feldom meddles 
in affairs of government. She has, as well as the 
chief himfeif, the power of life and death, and it 
is an ufual thing for them to order their guards, 
whom they call Allouez, to difpatch any one who 
has the misfortune to be obnoxious to cither. 
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Go rid me of this dog^ fay they, and they are in- 
W.li ftantly obeyed. Their fubjefts, and even the chiefs 

alitsf of their villages, never come into their prefence 

cofkj without faluting them thrice, and raifing a cry, 

ipjc or rather a fort of howling. They do the 

(taisp: fame thing when they withdraw, and always retire 

going backwards. When they meet them they 
are obliged to flop, range themfelves in order on 
as it the road, and howl in the manner above mentioned 

ittiiKi: till' they are paft. They are likeways obliged to 

indfob carry them the beft of their harveft, and of the 

utofte produd of their hunting and filhing. In fine, no 

angtk' one, not even their neareft relations, and thofe 

liinaai who compofe their nobility, when they have the 

littliu honour to eat with them, have a right to drink out 

sairioi" fame cup, or put their hands in the fame 

eia difli. 
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Every morning, as foon as the fun appears, the 
grand chief Hands at the door of his cabbin, turns 
his face towards the eaft, and howls thrice, pro- 
ftrating himfelf to the ground at the fame time. A 
calumet is afterwards brought him, which is ne- 
ver ufed but upon this occafion ; he fmoaks, and 
blows the tobacco firft towards the fun, and then 
towards the Other three quarters of the world. He 
acknowledges no mafter but the fun, from whom 
he pretends he derives his origin. He exercifes 
an abfolute power over his fubjeds, whofe lives 
and goods are entirely at his difpofal, and they 
can demand no payment for any labour he requires 



When the grand chief, or the woman chief, die, 
all the A louez are obliged to follow them to the 
other world, nor are they the only perfons who 
have this honour : for it is certainly reckoned one, 

^ 3 and 
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and as fuch, greatly fought after. The death of a 
chief has been fometimes known to coft the lives 
of above a hundred perfons, and I have been told 
there are few Natchez of any confiderable note who 
die without being attended to the country of fouls, 
by fome of their relations, friends, or fervants. It 
appears from the different relations 1 have feen of 
thefe horrible ceremonies that there is much va- 
riation in them. Here follows an account of the 
obfc-quies of a woman chief, which I had from a 
traveller who was an eye-witnefs of it, and on whole 
fincerity I have good reafon to depend. 

The hufband of this woman not being noble, 
that is to fay, of the family of the fun, his eldcft 
fon, according to cuftom, ftrangled him. After- 
wards every thing was taken out of the cabbin, 
and a fort ■. f triumphant car was ereded of it, on 
which were placed the body of the deceafed and 
that of her hufband. Immediately after, twelve 
little children whom their parents had ftrangled, 
by order of the eldeft fon of the woman chief, 
who fucceeded to her dignity, were laid around 
the carcaffes This done, they ereded in the 
publick Iquare fourteen fcaffolds adorned with 
branches of trees and fluffs, on which were paint- 
ed various figures. Thefe Icaftolds were defigned 
for an equal number of perfons, who were to attend 
the woman-chief to the other world. 1 heir rela- 
tions flood round them, looking upon the per- 
miffion given them, to facnfice themfelves in this 
manner, as the gieatcfl honour that could be done 
to their tamilies. They are fometimes ten years in 
foliciti g this favour before-hand, and thofc who 
obtain it, are obliged to fpin the cord theenfeWes 
with which they are to be ftrangled. 
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They appeared on the fcafFolds drefled in their 
richeft habits, each having a large fhell in his right- 
hand. Their neareft relation flood on the lame 
hand, having a battle-ax in his left, and the cord 
which is to do the execution under his left-arm. 
From time to time he flogs the death-cry, at which 
the fourteen viftims come down from the fcaffblds, 
and dance all together in the fquare before the 
temple, and the cabbin of the woman-chief. This 
and the following days great refpea is paid 
them, each has five domeflics to attend him, and 
their faces are painted red. Some add, that 
during the eight days preceeding their death, they 
wear a red ribband on their leg, and that all that 
time every one is follicitous to regale them. Be 
this as it will, at the time I am now fpeaking of, 
the fathers and mothers of the flrangled chil- 
dren took them in their arms, and difpofed them- 
felves on each fide of the cabbin, the fourteen def- 
tined to die, placed themfelves in the fame man- 
ner, and were followed by the friends and relations 
of the deceafed, who had all their hair cut off, 
which is their way of mourning ; all this time they 
made the air refound with fuch frightful cries, that 
one would have thought all the devils in hell 
had broke loofe, in order to come to howl in 
this place ; this was followed with dances and 
fongsi thofe who were to die danced, and the rela- 
tions of the woman-chief fling. 



At laft the proceffion began. The fathers and 
mothers carrying their dead children appeared firfl, 
iliai®* walking two and two, and went immediately before 
the litter, in which was the corpfe of the woman- 
ly chief, carried on the fhoulders of four men. The 

icotii''’ j-eft followed in the fame order. At every ten 

bl. S 4 paces 
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paces the children were thrown upon the ground 
thofe who carried the litter trampling upon them* 
lo that when the proceflion arrived at the temple’ 
their little bodies were quite torn to pieces. ^ ’ 

While they were interring the corpfe of the wo- 
man-chief in the temple, the fourteen perfom 
deftined to die were undre/Ted and featcd on the 
ground before the gate, having each two Indians 
about him, one feated on his knees, and the other 
holding his hands behind him. The cords were 
palled round their necks, their heads were covered 
wthtlie Ikin of a roe-buck, and after being madeto 
fwallow three pieces of tobacco, and to drink a 
glafs of water, the relations of the woman-chief, 
who fling all the time, drew the cords at each 
end till they were ftrangled. After which all the 
carcafles were thrown together into a ditch and 
covered with earth. 



When the grand chief dies, his nurfe, if dill 
alive, muft die likewife. But it has often happen- 
ed, that the French not being able to prevent this 
barbarity, have obtained leave to baptize the chil- 
dren who were to be ftrangled, and thus have 
prevented their accompanying thole in whole 
honour they were ftrangled, lo their pretended 
paradife. 

I know no nation on the continent, where the 
lex IS more diforderJy than in this. They are even 
forced by the grand chief and his fubalterns to prof- 
to all comers, and a woman is not 
the Jefs efteemed for being public. Though po- 
** petmitted and the number of wives 
w ich a man rpay have is unlimited, yet every one, 
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for the moft part contents himfelf with one, whom 
he may divorce at pleafure ; but this, however, 
is a liberty never ufed by any but the chiefs. The 
women are tolerably well-looked for favages, and 
neat enough in their drefs, and every thing be- 
longing to them. The daughters of a noble fami- 
ly are allowed to marry none but private men i 
but they have a right to turn away their huf 
band when they think proper, and marry an- 
other, provided there is no alliance between 
them. 

If their hufbands are unfaithful to them, they 
may caufe them to be put to death, but are not 
fubjed to the fame law themfelves: on the contra- 
ry, they may entertain as many gallants as they 
pleafe, without the hulband’s daring to take it amifs, 
this beinga privilege attached tothe blood of the fun. 
He ftands in a refpedtful pofture, in the prefence 
of his wife, never eats with her, falutes her in the 
fame manner as the reft of her domefticks, and 
all the privilege which this burthenfome alliance 
procures him, is an exemption from travel and fome 
authority over his wife’s fervants. 



tte i The Natchez have two chiefs of war, two maf- 
I t!i(irl s of ceremonies forthe temple,two officers to regu- 
late the proceedings in treaties of peace and war, one 
who has the infpedtion of the works, and four more 
iiiaii, . who are charged with the management of the pu- 
1}{ji blick feafts. The grand chief difpofes of thcfe em- 
jlsfcs: ployments, and thofe on whom he confers them 

Jaitcr refpeaed and obeyed as himfelf. Their har- 
fa; is in common, the chief appoints the day, 

and aflembles the village. About the end of July 
^ jsff appoints another day, for the commencement of 
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a feftival, to continue for three days which arc fpent 
in games and teafting. 

Every prit^ate perfon contributes to this, from 
the produce of his hunting and fifhing, and from 
his other provifions, confifting of maize, beans and 
melons. The grand chief commonly called the 
fun, and the woman-chief prefide at this feflival 
in an elevated lodge, which is covered with foli- 
age : they are carried thither in a litter, and the 

former holds in his hand a fort of feepter adorned 
with feathers of various colours. All the nobility 
fit round them in a pofture of refpeft. On the lal 
day the chief harrangues the aflembly, and exhorts 
them all to be exaft in fulfilling their duty, efpe- 
cially to preferve a great veneration for thefpin'ts 
who lefide in the temple, and to give good infttuc- 
tions to their children. If any one has fignalized 
himfclf by a pubhek-fpirited aflion, he makes his 
eulogium. Twenty years ago the temple was re- 
duced to alhes by lightning, feven or eight 
women threw their children into the flames, in 
order to appeafe the genii ; the chief immediately 
had thefc heroines before him, gave them publick- 
ly the higheft praifes, and concluded his difeourfe, 
by exhorting the reft of the women to imitate, 
when occafion offered, fo great an example. 

• 

The heads of families never fail to carry to the 
temple the firft fruits of all they gather, and the 
prefents made to the nation, are difpofed of in the 
fame manner. They are laid before the door of 
the temple, and the keeper after having offered 
them to the fpirits, carries them to the chief who 
difpofes them as he fees proper. The feed which 
is to be thrown into the ground is, in like manner, 

offered 
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offered before the temple with great ceremony; 
but the offerirgs made of bread and flour at every 

„ , new-moon, are for the benefit of the keepers of 

itW tOf'' 1 1 

It,- ih' 

marriages of the Natchez differ but little 
' from thofe of the Indians of Canada : the prin- 

cipal difference confifts in the bridegroom’s ma- 
wvflai ]^j^g prefents to the parents of the young woman 
he is to efpouie, and in the nuptials being followed 
f®? by a great feaft. None but the chiefs have above 
'• one wife, the reafon of which is, that they having 
^pecl J j-heir lands cultivated by the people at no expence, 
do not find the number of their wives burthen- 
gtliti; fome to them. The chiefs marry with ftill lefs 
Jtion fe ceremony than the people. It is fufficient for them 
to give notice to the relations of the girl upon 
joffib whom they have caff their eyes, that they enrol 
iSioii,!)ii her into the number of their wives ; but they keep 
tk tti only one or two in their own cabbins, the reft re- 
g, k maining with their relations, whom they vifit when 
into tki they think fit. There is no fuch thing as jealoufy 
iccliiffis in thefe marriages •, on the contrary, the Natchez, 
can IS without any ceremony, lend one another their 
li fhi k wives, and this is probably the reafon of the fa- 
cility with which they part with them, in order to 
take other wives. 
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When a war-chief wants to levy a party, he 
plants in a place appointed for that purpofe two trees 
adorned with feathers, arrows, and battle-axes ; 
all painted red as well as the trees, which are like- 
wife marked on that fide on which the expedi- 
tion is to fet out. Thofe who incline to enlift, pre- 
fent themfelvcs before the chief dreffed in the bell 
manner, with their faces dawbed all over with dif- 
ferent colours, and make known their defire of 

learning 
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learning the trade of arms under lus cohduft, and 
declare thcmfelves difpofed to endure all the fa. 
tigues- of war, and ready to die, if necelTary, for 
the good of their native country. ’ 

When the chief has got the number of foldiers 
required for the intended expedition, he caufes pre- 
pare a beverage which is called the medicine of m. 
This is a vomit made with a root boiled in water: 
two pots of this drink are given to every one, 
■which he muft fwallow one after another and ii 
fure to throw up again with the moft violent 
reaches. They are next bufied in making pre- 
parations, and untill the day fixed for their de- 
parture the warriors meet every morning and even- 
ing in the fquare, where, dancing and recounting 
their greateft exploits in arms, every onefingshis 
death-fong. This people are no lefs fuperftitious 
with refpeft to dreams than the Indians of 
Canada : there only wants a bad omen to make 
them return back, even after they have fet out on 
an expedition. 

The warriors march in great order, and ufe 
great precaution in encamping, and to enable 
them to rally again. Scouts are frequently lent 
out on difeoveries, but no centinels are fet during 
the night : they put out all the fires, recommend 

themfelves to the genii, and then go to fleepin 
fecurity, the chief having firft warned everyone 
not to fnore top loud, and to keep his arms always 
ready by him and in good condition. The idols 
are expoled on a branch which hangs towards the 
enemy, and all the warriors before they lie down 
pafs one after another, with their tomahawk in their 
hand, before thele pretended divinities. Then they 

turn 
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^ turn themfelves towards the enemy’s country pour- 
fliiitit; ing forth great menaces, which the winds frequcnt- 
fufci ly carry to the other fide. 

f. It does not appear that the Natchez during 
their march, exercife thofe cruelties on their pri- 
minite; foners which are ufual in Canada. When thefe 
unhappy wretches arrive at the great village, they 
Ifkiit are made to fing and dance feveral days running 
lOtbaij before the temple, after which they are delivered 
jventj. up to the relations of thofe who have been killed 
far iji in the campaign ; who upon receiving them burft 
IiiIkj out into lamentations, and then drying up their 
im; tears with the fcalps w'hich the warriors have 
yji brought home, they rax themfelves, in order to re- 
compence thofe who have given them the flaves, 
cinoans '''bole lot is always to be burnt. 

The warriors change their names as they perform 
new exploits ;• they receive them from the old war- 
y ^ chiefs, and thefe names always bear fome rela- 
, , tipn to the action by which they have merited this 
^ * diftinflion ; thofe who for the firfl: time have ta- 
ken a prifoner or cut off a fcalp, muft, for the fpace 
. of a month, refrain from feeing their wives or eat- 
® ing meat. They imagine, that Ihould they fail in 
this, the fouls of thofe they have killed or burnt 
® w would occafion their death, or that the firft wound 
tinelic! jhgy receive from an enemy would prove mor- 
ke tal.or at leaft, that they would gain no farther advanta- 
tlieB ges over their enemies. If thegrand chief commands 
: HUS'’ his fubjedls in perfon, great care is taken that h« 
spiii!; do not expofe himfelf too much, lefs, perhaps, out 
di» of zeal for his prefervation, than out of fear that 
bj? the other chiefs of war and principal men of the 
intk party, may run the rifk of being put to death, 
tofflij'' tor not having taken better care of him. 
nib ^ 
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The jugglers of the Natchez bear a great re- 
feiriblance to thofc ot Canady, and treat the fick 
much in the fame manner. They are well reward- 
ed, if the fick perfon recovers, but if he dies, it 
often cofts them their lives. There is another 
fpecies ot jugglers among this people, who run no 
lefs rifles than the phyficians, Thefe are fome 
worihlcfs old fellows, who, in order to procure fub- 
fittence for their families, without being obliged to 
work, undertake to procure rain or fine weather, 
according as either is wanted. In fpring the people 
tax themfelves, in order to buy from thefe pretend- 
ed magicians a favourable feafon for the fruits of 
the earth. If rain is required, they fill their mouths 
with water, and then with a pipe, the extremity of 
which is pierced into feveral holes like a funnel, 
they blow into the air on that fide wheretheyper- 
ceive a cloud, and all the time playing onachi- 
chikoue in one hand, and lifting up their manitou 
into the air with the other, they invoke the clouds 
with frightful cries, to water the fields of thofe who 
have fet them at work. 

If good weather is demanded, they mount upon 
the roof of their cabbin, making figns to the clouds 
to pafs by, and if they pafs and difljpate they dance 
and fing round their idols, then fwallow the fmoke 
of tobacco, and offer their calumets towards heaven. 
All the time thefe operations laft, they obferve a 
rigorous faft, and do nothing but dance and fing; 
if they obtain what they have promifed they are 
well rewarded, but if not they are put to death with- 
out mercy. But the fame perfons do not undertike 
to procure rain and fine weather j their genii, 
fay they, have it not in their power to give 
both. 



I 
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Mourning amongft th'-ife Indians confifts in cut- 
ting off their hair, in forbearing to paint their 
faces, and in ablenting themfelves from the affem- 



this nation where all are in fome manner flaves to 
itfew thofe who command, funeral honours are let apart 
for thefe alone, and efpecially for the grand chief 




nfottk Treaties of peace and alliance are concluded with 
icySIlik a great deal of form and ceremony, in which the 
grand chief conftantly maintains his dignity like a 
jks lib real fovereign. So foon as he is informed of the 
de «kf day of the arrival of Ambaffadors, he gives or- 
dcrs to the matters of the ceremonies to make pre- 
igupde parations tor their reception, and appoints thofe 
linvol;: who are to take their turns of maintaining the en- 
ifieldsa: voys. For it is at the expence of his fubjefts that 
he defrays the charge of an embaffy. On the day 
of the entry of the Ambaffadors, every one has 
(Ug his place appointed according to his rank, and 
'jj when thefe minitters are at the diftance of five 
dife grand chief, they make a 

fmlloii peace-long. 

An embaffy, for the moft part, confifts of thirty 
tdtf2 women. Six of the beft voices put 

^ themfelves at the head of the train and fing, the 
1 reft following them, whilft a chichikoue regulates 
^ the meafure. When the grand chief makes a fign 
k df ambaffadors to draw near, they again be^n 

their march ; thofe who carry the calumet dance 
r r and fing, turning themfelves on all fides, and ma- 
, king a thoufand antick motions, grimaces, and 



tf. ij 

bJies V but 1 am ignorant how long it lafts. Nor 
fratis; have I been able to learn whether they celebrate 
ipk,ik the feftival of the dead, of which ceremony I have 
Tkdti already given you a defeription ; it feems, that in 



contortions. 
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contortions. They play the fame farce over agdin 
round the grand chief, as ioon as they have come 
into his prefence ; then they ftroak him with the 
calumet from head to fpot, and afterwards return 
to their company. 

And now they fill the calumet with tobacco, and 
holding the fire in one hand, advance all togethar 
towards the grand chief, and prefent him the calu- 
met lighted. They fmoke along with him, blow- 
ing the firft vapour of their tobacco towards the 
Iky, the fecond towards the earth, and the third all 
round the horizon. This done they prefent their 
calumet to the relations of the grand chief and to 
the inferior chief. Afterwards they ftroak the 
ftomach of the grand chief with their hands, and 
then rub themfelves over the body 5 laftly, they 
lay their calumets on forks over againft the grand 
chief, when the orator of the embafly begins his 
harangue, which continues for an hour. 

This being over, a fign is made to the ambaffa- 
dors, who had hitherto continued ftanding, to Ct 
down, on feats placed for them, near the grand 
chief, who makes, anfwer to their difeourfe, and 
likewife holds forth for a whole hour. This done, 
the mafter of the ceremonies lights a great calumet 
of peace, and gives it to the ambafladors who 
fmoke with it, and fwallow the firft draught. 
Then the grand chief enquires after their health, 
all thofe who aftift at the audience pay the fame 
compliment, and then they are conduced to the 
cabbin appointed for their refidence, where a grand 
repaft is prepared for them. On the evening of 
the fame day the grand chief pays them a vifit ; 
but when they are informed he is about to leave his 
apartment, in order todo them this honour, theygoin 
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stkiiy qucft of him, carry him on their (boulders to their 
Oiikiin, cabbin,and feat him on a large Ikin. One of them 
altii^ places himfelf behind him, leaning with both his 
hands on his (boulders, and gently (baking him for 
fome time, whiKt the reft feated on the ground in 
a circular form, fing their great exploits in war. 



tefffltfc Thefe vifits are renewed every morning and c- 
vening, but at laft the ceremonial is changed. The 
otcco' ^^^^(I'^dors ercd' a poft in the middle of their cab- 
itli which they all feat themfelves : the war* 

‘ ’1 ^ riors who accompany the grand chief, being drcifed 
'f. in their richeft habits, dance and ftrike upon the 
j^lJpoft by turns, recounting at the fame time their 
L f^i'gallant feats in war ; after which they make pre- 
^rj®‘fents to the ambaliadors. On the next day, thefe, 
™?ij¥or the firft time, have liberty to walk about in the 
ct J^s*village, and every evening feftivals are prepared for 
t M^thern, confiding only of dances. When they are 
aa tor, about to depart, the mafters of the ceremonies 
furnilb them with the provilions requifite lor their 
nade US journey, which is always done at the expence of 
lued Httprivate perfons. 



m, K' 

tliti: cis The greateft part of the nations of Louifiana, 
cliooi. had formerly their temples as well as the Natchez, 
glitsapnd in all thefe temples a perpetual fire is kept up. 
{ (hould even feem, that' the Mauhilians enjoyed a 
. tlieti fort of primacy in religion, over all the other na* 
I jfpjtions in this part of Florida ; for when any of their 
dieiict^'bres happened to be extinguilhed through chance, 
E negligence, it was necelTary to kindle them again 
theirs. But the temple of the Natchez is the 
()/il!fOnly one fubfifting at prefent, and is held in great 
navi ttetation by all the favages inhabiting this vaft 
continent, the decreafe of whofe numbers is as con- 
^‘^tl has been ftill more hidden, than that 
VoL. II. T of 
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of the people of Canada, without its being poflible 
to aflign the true re..fon of this event. W hole na- 
tions have entirely difappeared within the {[.ace of 
forty years at moft •, and thofc who ftill remain, 
are no more than the fhadow of what they were, 
when M. de Sale difeovered this a untry. 1 muft 
now take my leave of your Grace, for reafons 
which I lhall foon have the honour to explain 
to you. 



I am, &c. 



letteh 



\ 






letter XXXf. 



I'oyage from the Natchez to New Orleans. 
Defcripticn cf the Country and of feveral 
Indian Villages, ’with that of the Capital of 
Louiliana. 



iVfco Orleans, January lo, 1722. 



Madam, 



I am now at laft arrived at this famous city of 
Nouvelk Orleans, New Orleans. Thofe who 
have given it this name, muft have imagined 
Orleans was of the feminine gender. But of what 
conlequence is this ? Cuftom, which is fuperior 
to all the laws of grammar, has fixed it lb. 

This is the firft city, which one of the greateft 
rivers in the world has feen ereded on its banks, 
f the eight hundred fine houfes and the five 
jjparilhes, which our Mercury bellowed upon it two 
years ago, are at prefent reduced to a hundred 
arracks, placed in no very good order ; to a lar^e 
ware-houfe built of timber ; to two or three houfes 
which would be no ornament to a village in France • 

2 to’ 
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to one half of a forty ware-houfe, formerly fet apart 
for divine fervice, and was fcarce appropriated for 
that purpose, when it was removed to a tent: 
what pleafure, on the other hand, muft it give to 
fee this future capital of an immenfe and beautiful 
country increafing infenfibly, and to be able, not 
with a fjgh like Virgil’s hero, when fpeaking of his 
native country conlumed by the flames, et camps 
ubi frojr£ f'uity but full of the beft grounded hopes 
to fay, th 't this wild and defart place, at prefent 
almoft entirely covered over wdth canes and trees, 
fhall one day, and perhaps, that day is not very 
far off, become the capital of a large and rich co- 
lony. 

Your Grace will, perhaps, alk me upon what 
thefe hopes are founded ? They are founded on 
the fituation of this city on the banks of a navi- 
gable river, at the diilance of thirty three leagues 
from the fea, from which a vefTcl may come up 
in twenty-four hours on the fertility of its foil; 
on the mildnefs and wholefomenefs of the climate, 
in thirty degrees north latitude ; on the induftry 
of the inhabitants ; on its neighbourhood to Mexi- 
co, the Havanna, the finefl: iflands of America, 
andlafty, to the Engl ifh colonics. Can there te 
any thing more rcquiiite to render a city flourifh- 
ing? Home ar.d Paris had not fuch confiderable 
beginnings, were not b lilt under fuch hap^ 
aufpices, and their founders met not with thofe ad- 
vantages on the Seine and the Tiber, which we 
have found on the MiflifTippij in comparifon 0 
which, thTe two rivers are no more than brooks. 
But befor I eng ge in the defeription of vvhat u 
curious in this pi ce, I fhall, to preferve due order, 
refume my journal where 1 left off. . 
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I flayed among the Natchez much longer than I 
expefted, which was owing to the deftitute condi- 
tion in which I found the French with refpedl to 
fpiritual affiftance. The dew of heaven has not as 
yet fallen upon this fine counrry, which is more 
than any other enriched with the fat of the earth. 
The late M. d’Iberville had defigned a jefuit for 
this place, who accompanied him in his fecond 
voyage to Louifiana, in order to eftablifh Chrifti- 
anity in a nation, the converfion of which he doubt- 
ed not would draw alter it, that of all the reft but 
this miflionary on pafling through t^e village of 
the Bayagoulas, imag ned he found more favour- 
able difpofitions towards religion there, and while 
he was thinking on fixing his refidence arronaft 
them, was recalled to France, by order of Lis 
periors. 

An ecclefiaftic of Canada was in the fcquel fent 
to the Natchez, where he refided a fufHcient tune 
but made no profelites, though he fo far gained the 
good graces of the woman chief, that out of refpedt 
w him, fhe called one of her fons by his name. 
Ihis miffionary being obliged to make a vovace 
to the Mohle, was killed on his way thither by 
fame Indians who probanly had no other motive 
for this cruel aftion, but to plunder his bagea<ie, 
as had before happened to another prieft, on The 
fide of the Akanfas. From this time forth all 
Touifiana, below the Illinois, has been without any 
ecciefiaftick, excepting the who for feve- 

ral years have had a miffionary whom they love 
and efteem, and would even have chofen for their 
chief but who has not been able, notwith- 

T 3 
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But how can we imagine meafures are to be ta- 
l^n to convert the infidels, when the children of 
the faith thenifelves are, almoll all of them, with- 
out pallors ? 1 have already had the honour to in- 

form your Grace, that the canton of the Natchez 
is the moft populous of this colony ; yet it is five 
years fince the French there have heard mafs, or 
even feen a prieft. I was indeed, fenfible, that if 
the greatefl; number of the inhabitants had an in- 
difference towards the exercifes of religion, which 
. is the common efFe£l of the want of the facra- 
ments ; fev(|-al of them, however, exprefled much 
eagernefs to fay hold of the opportunity my voy- 
age afforded them, to put the affairs of their con- 
Icience in order, and I did not believe it my 
duty, to fuffer myfelf to be much entieated on tliis 
occafidn, 

\ 

The firft propofal made to me was to marry, in 
the face of the church, thofe inhabitants, vvho by 
virtue of a civil contradl, executed in prefence of 
the commandant and principal clerk of the place, 
had cohabited together without any fcruple, alled- 
gins, for excufe, along with thofe who had au- 
thorized this concubinage, the necefiity there was 
of peopling the country, and the impoflibility of 
procuring a prieft. I reprefented to them, that 
there were priefts at the Yafous and New Orleans, 
and that the affair was well worth the trouble of a 
voyage thither ; it was anfwered, tliat the con- 
trafting parties were not in a condition to under- 
take fo lorig a journey, nor of being at the expcnce 
of procuring a prieft. In fhort, the evil being done, 
the queftion was only how to remedy it, which 1 
did. After this, I confefled all thofe who offered 
thcmfelves but their number was not fo great as 
1 expedled. 

Nothing 
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Nothing detaining me longer at the Natchez* 1 
fet out from thence on the 26cn of December pretty 
late, in company with M. de Pauger* King’s engi- 
neer, who was employed in vifiting the co.ony, in 
order to exam me the proper places for building 
forts. We advanced four leagues, and encamped 
on the banks of a fmall river on the left j next 
day we reimbarked two hours before it was light, 
with a pretty ftrong wind againft us. 1 he river 
in this place makes a circuit or winding of fourteen 
leagues, and according as we turned, the wind 
being reflected by the land, and the iflands 
which are here in great number turned with 
us, fo that we had it the whole day in our teeth. 
Notwithftanding we got ten leagues farther, and 
entered another fmall river on the fame fide. The 
whole night we heard a very great noife, which I 
imagined was the effect of the winds growing ftion- 
ger j but I was told that the river had been very 
calm, and that the noife which kept us awake had 
been occafioned by the filhes beat.ng the water 
with their tails. 

On the 28th* after advancing two leagues far- 
ther, we arrived at the river of the Tonkas, which 
at firft appears to be no more than a brook ; but 
at the diftance of a mufket-fhot from its mouth, 
forms a Very pretty lake. If the river continues 
to carry its ftream or courfe towards the other fide* 
as it has clone for fome time part, all this place 
will become inacceflfable. The river of the Tonicas 
nfes in the country of the TebaSas, and its naviga- 
tion is very much interrupted with falls o'- rapid 
currents. The village ftands beyond the lake on 
a pretty eminence j yet its air is fiid to be un- 
wholfome, which is attributed to the bad quality 
of the water of the river ; but I am rather of opi- 
nion, It is owing to the ftagnation of the waters 
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in the lake. This village is built round a very 
large fquare, and is indifferently populous. 

Tire chief’s cabbin is finely decorated for an In- 
dian’s, on the outfide j on which there are figures 
in relief, not fo badly executed as one would ex- 
pe 61 :. It is veryobfeure within doors, and I could 
lee nothing in it but chefts, full, as I was told, of 
goods and money. The chief received us very 
politely, he was dreffed after the French falhion, 
and feemed in no-ways incommoded with his 
< loaths. Our commandants repofe greater confi- 
dence in this man, titan in any other of the Indians 
of Louifiana : he loves our nation, and has no 
reafon to repent the fervices he has done us. He 
carries on a trade with the French, fupplyingthem 
with horfes and poultry, and is very expert at 
bufii efs. He has learned from us the art ot laying 
up money, and is accounted very rich. He has 
long left off wearing the Indian habit, and takes 
great pride in appearing always well-drefied. 

The reft of the cabbins in this village are partly 
fquare, like that of the chief, and partly round, m 
at the Natchez; the fquare upon which they all 
ftand is about a hundred paces in diameter, where 
though it was that day extremely hot, the young 
people were diverting themfelves at a fort of truck, 
not unlike ours in Fiurope. There are two othet 
villages belonging to this nation at no great dil- 
tance from this, which are ail that remains of apw- 
pie heretofore very numerous. I have already ob- 
ferved, that they had a mifilonary whom they 
greatly efteemed, but have fince learned they once 

expelled him, on accountof his fetting their temp ^ 

on fire, which, however, they have not rebuilt or 
rekindled its fire, a certain proof of their indifference 
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with refpeft to religion : fooa after they even re- 
called the miffionary, but he in his turn has now 
left them, on finding they liftened to all he was 
able to fay with an indolence which he was unable 
to get the better of. 



From the bottom of the lake or bay of the To- 
nicas, were we to ufe canoes of bark, by a. carry- 
ing place of two leagues, ten might be faved in 
the navigation of the river. Two leagues lower 
than the Tonicas, on the right-hand, is Red-river, 
or Rio Colorado^ at the entrance of which tl« fa- 
mous Ferdinand de Soto, the conqueror of Flori- 
da, ended his exploits and life together. This ri- 
ver runs eaft 2nd weft for fonie time, and then 
turns to the fouth. For the fpace of forty leagues 
it is navigable for pirogues, beyond which are no- 
thing but impalTible moraffes. Its mouth feems to 
be about two hundred toifes in breadth ; ten 
leagues above, it receives on the right-hand Black- 
river, otherwife called the river of the Ou.atchitas, 
which runs from the north, and for feven months 
in the year, has little or no water in it. 



Notwithftanding, fome grants have been obtain- 
ed here, which, in all probability, never will be 
good for any thing -, the motive fOr thefe fettle- 
ments is the neighbourhood of the Spaniards, which 
has ever been a fatal temptation to this colony, and 
through the hopes of trading with them, the belt 
lands in the world have been left uncultivated. The 
Natchitoches are fettled on the banks of the Red- 
river, and we have thought proper to build a fort 
amongft them, in order to prevent the Spaniards 
from fixing themfelves nearer us. We encamped 
on the 29th, a little below the mouth of the Red- 
river, in a very fine creek. 



On 
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On the 30th, after advancing 6ve leagues, wc 
pafll-d a lecond poiti'e coupee^ or cut point ; the rh 
ver makes a very great turning in this place, and 
the Canadians by means of digging the channel of 
a Imall brook, have carried the waters of the river 
into it, where luch is the impetuofity of theftream 
that the point has been entirely cut through, and 
thereby travellers fave fourteen leagues of’ their 
voyage. The old bed is now adually dry, having 
never any water in it, but in the time of an in- 
undation j an evident proof that the river inclines 
its channel towards the eaft, and a circumftance 
whith cannot be too much attended to, by thofe 
who fettle on either fide. This new channel has 
been, fince that time, founded with a line of thirty 
fathoms, without finding any bottom. 

Immediately below and on the fame fide, wefaw 
the feeble beginnings of a grant, called UtH 
Reine, belonging to Meflrs. Coetlogon and Kolli. 
It is fituatcd on a very fertile fpot, and has nothing 
to fear from the overflowing of the river; but 
from nothing, nothing can proceed, efpecially, when 
people are not imluftrious, and in fucb a fitiiation 
this fettlemcnt appeared to be. Advancing a 
league farther this day, we arrived at the grant of 
Madame de Mezieres, where the rain detained us 
all the following day. A few huts covered with 
the leaves of trees, and a large tent made of 
canvas, are what the whole of this fettlement at 
prefent confifts of. Planters and goods are ex- 
pedled from the Black-river, where the warehoufes 
are, which they feem refolved not to abandon. 
But I am very much affraid, that by endeavour- 
ing to make two fetticments at once, both will 
probably mifearry. 
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The foil where this laft is begun is very good, 
hut it muft be built a quarter ol a league from the 
river, behind a cyprefs wood, where the bottom is 
marlhy, which may be employed in raifing nee or 
earden-ftuff. Two leagues farther within the 
woods is a lake two leagues in circuit, the banks 
of which are covered with game, and which per- 
haps would alfo furnilh abundance of filh, were 
the alligators with which it fwarins at prelent, de- 
llroyed° At this place 1 learned feme fecrets which 
I fhall communicate to your Grace at the price 
they coft me , for I have not had time to make 
trial of them. 

The male cyprefs in this country bears a fort of 
of hulk, which, as they fay, muft be gathered 
green, and yields a balm which is fovereign to the 
cure of cuts or wounds. The tree from which 
the copalm diftills, has, among other virtues, 
that of curing the dropfy. The roots of thofe 
large cotton trees, which I have already fpoken of, 
and which are found all along the road from lake 
Ontario, are a certain remedy tor all kinds of burns; 
the interior pellicle muft be boiled in water, the 
wound fomented with this water, and afterwards 
the allies of the pellicle itfdf laid upon it. 

On the firft day of the. new year we faid mafs ; 
about three leagues from the habitation of Ma- 
dam de Mezieres, in a grant belonging to M. Di- 
ron d’Artaguette infpedlor-general of the troops of 
Louifiana. We had here a monftruous large tor- 
toile brought us ; and we were told that thefe ani- 
mals had juft broke through a large bar of iron j 
if the fadl is true, and to believe it I lliould have 
leen it, the fpittle of thefe animals muft be a ftrong 
diflblvenc : I fliould not, indeed, chufe to truft 

my 
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my leg in their throat. What is certain is, that 
the creature I faw was large enough to fatisfy ten 
men of the ftrongeft appetites. We ftaid the 
whole day in this grant, which is no farther ad- 
vanced tJian the reft, and is called h Baton mn 
or the i<ed-ftatf Plantation. ’ 

The next day, we advanced eleven leagues, and 
encamped a little bJow the B.iyagoulas, which we 
left upon our right, after having vjfued the ruins 
of an ancient viliage, which I have already men- 
tioned. This was very well peopled about twenty 
years ago; but the fmall pox deftroyed part of the 
inhabitants, and the reft have cifperfed in fuch a 
manner, that no ac. ounts have been heard of them 
for fcveral years, and it is doubted if fo much as 
one fingle family of them is now remaining. Its 
lituation was very magnificent, and the iVicffrs. Pa- 
ris have now a grant here, which they planted with 
white mulberries, and have already raiicd very fine 
filk. I’hey have likewife begun to cultivate to- 
bacco and indigo with fuccefs. If the proprietors 
of the grants were every-where as induftrious, they 
would loon be reimburl'ed their cxpences. 

On the third of January, at ten in the morning, 
we arrived at the little village of the Oumas, which 
ftands on the left, and has fome French houfesin 
it. A quarter of a. league farther within the coun- 
try ftands the great village. This nation is very 
well affedted towards us. Two leagues above this, 
the Miffiflippi divides into branches ; on the right, 
to which fide it has a conftant propenfity, it has 
hollowed out for itfelf a channel called the fork of 
the Chetimachas or Sitimachas^ which, before it 
carries its waters to the fea, forms a pretty large 
lake. 1 he nation of the Chetunachas is almoft 
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entirely deftroyed, the few that remain being flaves 
in the colony. 

This day we advanced fix leagues beyond the 
Oumas, and pafied the night upon a very fine fpot, 
where the Marquis d’Ancenis has a fettlement, 
which the burning of the pubiick ware-houfe and 
fevtral other accidents happening one after another, 
have reduced to ruin. L he Colapijfas had built a 
fmall village here, which fubfifted no long time. 
On the fourth before noon, we arrived at the great 
village of the Colapiflfas. This is the fineft in all 
Louifiana, though there are not above two hun- 
dred warriors in it, who, however, have the repu- 
tation of being very brave. Their cabbins are in 
the form of a pavilion, like thofe of the Sioux j 
and like them they light fires in them very fel- 
dom. They have a double covering, that within 
being a tiflue of the leaves of Lataniers trees, and 
that without confifts of marts. 

The chief’s cabbin is thirty-fix feet in diameter : 
I have not hitherto feen any of a larger fize, that 
of the chief of the Natchez being no more than 
thirty. As foon as we came in fight of the vil- 
lage, they faluted us with beat of drum, and we 
had no fooner landed than I was com^jlimented on 
the part of the chief. I was furprized, on advan- 
cing towards the village, to fee the drummer dref- 
fed in a long fantaftical parti coloured robe. 1 en- 
quired into the origin of this cuftom, and was in- 
formed that it was not very ancient *, that a gover- 
nor of Louifiana had made a prefent of this drum 
to thefe Indians, who have always been our faith- 
full allies; and that this fort of beadle’s coat, was 
of their own invention. The women here are 

h.andfomer 
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handfomer than thofe of Canada, and are, befides 
extremely neat in their drefs. 



f 
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After dinner we made a progrefs of five leagues 
farther, and ftopt at a place called Cannes brulhs 
cr Burnt-canes^ belonging to M. le Comte d’Ar-* 
tagnar, who has a fettlement here, which is to 
ferve him as an entrepot, or (laple, provided it do 
not fhare the fame fate with moft of the reft. 
This plantation ftands on the left, and the fiift 
objed that attraded my notice, was a large crofs 
erefted on the banks of the river, round which 1 
found them finging vefpers. This is the firft plate 
of the colony^ after leaving the country of the Il- 
linois, where I faw this ceremony of our religion. 
Two Mufquetaires, MelTrs. d’Artiguere and de 
Behac, are the managers of this grant, and it is 
M. de Benac who has the diredion of the planta- 
tion of Cannes brulees, together with M. Chevalier, 
nephew to the mathematical mafter to the King’s 
pages. They have no prieft which is not their 
fault, there having been one fent them, whom they 
were obliged tO' fend away for his drunkennefs, 
wifely concluding, that more harm than good was 
to be expeded from a bad prieft, in a new fettle- 
ment, w'here there was no fuperior to watch over 
his condud. Between the Colapifias and the Cuh- 
ncs brulees, you leave on your right, a place where 
an Indian nation called the Taenfas were formerly 
fettled, and who, in the time of M. de la Sale, 
made a great figure in this colony, but have for 
fome years paft entirely difappeared. This has one 
of the moft beautiful fituations as well as one of 
the beft foils in all Louifiana. M. de Meufe to 
whom it has been granted has as yet done nothing 
in it, notwithftanding he maintains a diredor who 
has neither goods nor work -men. 
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We ftoped to dine, on the fifth, at a place called 
the Cbapitoulast which is diftant only three leagues 
from New Orleans, at which place we arrived 
about five o’clock in the evening. The Chapitou- 
las and fome of the neighbouring plantations are in 
a very good condition, the foil is very fertile and 
‘"'I’iij has fallen into the hands of expert and laborious 
people. They are M. de Breuil and three Cana- 
dian brothers, of the name of Chauvin, who having 
brought nothing with them to this country but 
their induftry, have attained to a perfedion in that 
r,tOQii through the neceffity of working for their fubfif- 
lisisfc tence. They have loft no time, and have fpaied 
coimti] themfcl es m nothing, and their condud affords an 
Dycffli ufeful lefibn to thole lazy fellow.s, whofe mifery 
Artigia unjuftly d feredits a country, which is capable of 
s p{, producing an hundred fold, of whatever is fown 
ion of II in it. 
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LETTER' XXXII. 



P’ )yage from New Orleans io the Mouth of the 
Miffiffippi, Defcription of that River to the 
Sea. RefieSHom on the Grants. 



tjland of Thouloufe or Batifcy January 26, 1722. 
Madam^ 



T H E ccuntfy, 111 the neighbourhood of* 
New Orleans, . has s nothing very remark- 
able i nor have I found the fituation of this city 
lo very advantageous, as it has been faid to be i 
there are fome who think otherwife, and fupport 
their opinion by the following reafons j and I fhall 
afterwards lay before you thofe which induce me 
to differ from them. The firft is, that a league be- 
yond It towards the north- eaft, there is a fmall ri- 
ver called /e B.^ouc de Saint Jean, or the Creek of 
vit. John, Bayouc in the Indian language fignify- 
ing a rivulet which, at the end of two leagues, 
dUcharges itfeif into the lake Pontchartrain, which 
has a wmmunication with the fea, by means 
of which It would be eafy, fay they, to keep uo a 

^ trade 
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trade between riie capital Mobile and Biloxi, and 
with all the other pofts we polTefs near the fea. 
The fccond is, that below the city the river makes 
a very great turning called le detour aux Anglois, 
or the Englilh reach, which is imagined would be 
of great advantage to prevent a furprize. Thefe 
reafons are fpecious, but do not appear to me to be 
folid ; for, in the firft place, thofe who reafon'in 
this manner fuppofe, that the river at its entrance 
can only receive fmall veflels : now in this cafe, 
what is to be feared from a furprize, provided the 
city be fortified, as I fuppofe \t will foon be ? Will 
an enemy come to attack it with fhallops, or with 
veflels which carry no guns ? Befides, in whatever 
place the town be fituated, ought not the mouth 
of the river to be defended by good batteries, and 
a fort which would at leaft give them notice to 
hold themfelves in readinefs to receive an enemy f 
In the fecond place, what neceffity is there lor a 
communication, which can only be came on y 
means of fliallops, with pofts which cannot beamtte 
in cafe they were attacked/^and from which, on tne 
other hand, but a feeble afliftance could be drawn, 
and which, for the moft part, would be pod tor 
nothing ? To this it may be added, that wh 
a veffel goes up the Englifti reach, the w 
muft change every moment, fo that whole w 
be fpent in advancing feven or eig 
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A little below New Orleans the foil begins to be 
very fhallow on both fides the MiffifRpP'> , 
depth continues to diminilh all the way to 
This is a point of land which does not appea 
be very ancient ■, for if it be ever fo little » » 
water is fure to be found, and the great n 
ef fhoals and fmall iflands, which 
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twenty years have been formed at all the mouths 
of the river, leave no room to doubt that this neck 
of land has been formed in the fame manner. It 
appears certain, that when,M. de Sale went down the 
Miffilfippi to the fea, the mouth of this river 
was quite different from what it is at pre* 
fent. 

The nearer we approach the fea, the more fen* 
fible this becomes ; the bar has little or no water 
on the greateft part of the out- lets which the river 
has opened for itfelf, and which have been fo 
greatly multiplied by means of trees, which have 
been carried along with the current ; and one of 
them being ftopt, by means of its roots or branches, 
in a place where there is little depth of water, is 
the occafion of flopping a thoufand more. I have 
feen, two hundred leagues from hence, heaps of 
them, one of which alone would fill all the timber- 
yards in Paris. Nothing can then feparate the 
mud from them which the river carries along with 
it ; it ferves them as a cement, and covers them 
by little and little ; every frefli inundation leaves 
a new bed, and after ten years at moft thfe canes 
and Ihrubs begin to grow. It is in this manner, 
that the greateft part of thefe points of land and 
iflands have been formed, which have fo often 
caufed a change in the courfe of the river. 

I have nothing fo add to what I have faid in the 
beginning of the foregoing letter, about the pre- 
fent ftatc of New Orleans. The jufteft notion 
you can form of it is, to imagine to yourfelf two 
hundred perfons, who have been fent out to build 
a city, and who have fettled on the banks of a 
great river, thinking upon nothing but upon put- 
ting themfclves under cover from the injuries of 
U 2 the 
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the weather, and in the mean time waiting till a 
plan is laid out for them, and till they have built 
houfeS according to it. M. de Paiiger, whom I 
have ftill the honour to accompany, has juft fliown 
me a plan of his own invention *, but it will not 
be fo eafy to put it into execution, as it has been to 
draw it out upon paper. We fet out on the 28th, 
for Biloxi, where the general quarters are. There 
are no grants between New Orleans and the fea, 
the foil being of too little depth ; but only fome 
fmall private fettlements and entrepots^ or ftaples, 
for the large grants. 

Behind one of thefe plantations, and immedi- 
ately below the Englifli reach, flood, not long fince, 
a village of the Chouachas, the ruins of which 1 
have vifited. Nothing remains entire but the cab- 
bin of the chief, which bears a great refemblance 
to one of our peafants houfes in France, with this 
difference only, that it has no windows. It is 
built of the branches of trees, the voids of which 
are filled up with the leaves of the trees called 
lataniers, and its roof is of the fame materials. 
The chief, like all the reft in Florida, is very ab- 
folute } he hunts only for his pleafure, for his 
fubjcifts are obliged to give him part of j their 
game. His village is at prefent on the other fide 
of the river, half a league lower, and the Indians 
have tranfported thither even the bones of their 
dead. 

A little below their new habitation, the coaft is 
much higher than any where elfe ; and it feetns 
to me, this would have been the beft fituation for 
a city. It is not above twenty leagues from the 
fea, and with a moderate fouth or fouth-eaft wind, 
Ihips might get up to it in fifteen hours. On 
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the evening of the 23d, we quitted the fliallop 
which had carried us to this place, and embai ked 
on board a brigantine, in which we lay by during 
the whole night. On the morrow at break of day 
we found we had palled a new turn in the river, 
called k detour aux Piakiminej, or the reach of the 
Piakiniines. 



We found ourfelves foon after among the paf- 
fes of the Miffillippi ; here one muft fail with 
abundance of precaution, for fear of being drawn 
into one from whence it would be next to impof^ 
fable to extricate one’s felf. Moft of them are 
only fmall ftreams, and fome are feparated only by 
lhallows almoft level with the water. The bar of 
the Miffiffippi is what has multiplied thefe palfes 
to fuch a degree, it beingeafy to conceive, by the 
way in which I faid new lands are formed, how 
the river endeavouring after a paflage where there 
IS the lead: refiftance, opens one, fometimes on one 
fide, fometimes on another ; from whence it might 
happen, without great care to prevent it, that all 
the pafles might become impaflable to Ihips. In 
the evening of the 24th, we call anchor without 
the bar, oppofite the Wand Balife. 



The contrary wind ftill detaining us, we refolved 
to make fome ufe of this delay. Yefterday bein^ 

finging grand mafs in the 
ifland called de U Balife, or the Buoy Idand, on 
account of a buoy ereded upon it for the conve- 
nience of (hipping. Afterwards I bleded it, gave 
It the name of the idand Thouloufe, and then funrr 
Te Deum. This idand together with another 
which is feparated from it by a creek where there 
IS always water, is not more than half a league in 
^ 3 circumference. 
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circumference. It is befides very low, excepting 
one place only which is never overflowed, and 
where there is room enough to build a fort and 
ware-houfes. Veflels might likewife unload here, 
which would have difficulty to get over the bar 
with their cargoes in. 

M. de Pauger founded this place with the lead, 
and found the bottom pretty hard and clayey, 
though five or fix fmallfprings rife from it, which do 
not throw up much water, but leave a very fine 
fait behind them. When the river is at its lowell, 
that is to fay during the three hotteft months of the 
year, the water is fait all round this ifland ; but 
in the time of the floods it is entirely frefh, and 
the river preferves its frefhnefs a league out at fea. 
During the remainder of the year it is a little 
brackifh beyond the bar ; confequently it is a meer j 
fable, what has been aflerted, that for the fpaceof 
twenty leagues, the waters of the Miffiflippi do 
not mix with thofe of the ocean. 

M. Pauger and I fpent the reft of the day 
with M. Kerlafio, mafter of the Brigantine, in 
founding and furveying the only mouth of the ri- 
ver which was then navigable j and here follow 
our obfervations on the condition in which we then 
found it, for I cannot anfwer for the changes which 
may have fince happened. It runs north-eaft and 
fouth-weft, for the fpace of three hundred fathoms 
from the fea to the ifland of Thouloufe, oppofite to 
which are three fmall iflands, which have as yet no 
grafs upon them, although they are of a tolerable 
height. For the whole of this fpace, its breadth 
is about two hundred and fifty fathoms, , and its 
depth about eighteen feet in the middle } but thofe 



who are not well acquainted muft keep the lead 
always going- 

From thence, going up the river, the courfe 
lies (till north-weft, for the fpace of four 
fathoms, having all along fifteen foot depth of 
water and the fame bottom i the anchoring ground 
is every where good, and under cover from all but 
the fouth and fouth-weft winds, which might, it 
violent, caufe the veflels to drag their anchors, but 
without any danger for they would run upon the 
bar, which is likewife a foft mud : the courfe is 
after this north-weft, and one quarter north-eaft, 
for the fpace of five hundred tathoms. 1 his is 
properly the bar, having twelve foot water middle- 
depth, but much incumbered with banks and Ihoalsi 
on which account, great care muft be taken m 
working a veffel ; this bar is two hundred and 
fifty fathoms broad betwixt the low-lands on each 
fide, which are covered with reeds. 



In the eaft channel, which is immediately above 
the bar, the courfe is due weft, for the fpace of a 
league : this is two hundred and fifty fathoms in 
bre*adth, and from four to fifteen in depth. Then 
all of a hidden no bottom is to be found. On 
taking the large channel after going over the bar, 
the courfe is north-weft, for the fyace of three hun- 
dred fathoms, where there is always forty-five 
feet depth of water. You leave the channel of 
Sattvole, on the right-hand, through which there is a 
paffage for ftiallops to Biloxi, the courle of which 
is northerly : this channel had its name from 

an officer whom M. d’ Iberville, on his re-^ 
turn to France, left commandant of the co- 
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The courfe lies afterwards weft, one quarter 
north weft, for the fpacc of fifty fathoms in a fore 
of bay lying on the left, at the end- of which 
there are three channels more, one running fouth- 
fouth-eaft, another fouth, and the third weft-fouth- 
weft. This bay is but ten fathoms in depth and 
twenty over, and the channels have but little wa- 
ter. Continuing to fleer on the fame point of the 
compafs, and after running fifty fathoms more, 
you meet with a fecond bay on the fame fide, 
which is twenty fathoms over, and fifty in 
depth. This has two little channels, through 
which canoes of bark would have difficulty to 
pafs, fo that, for the moft part, no account is 
made of them. 

From hence the courfe is wefterly for the fpace 
of five hundred fathoms, when you are oppofitc 
to tht pajfe a la leutre^ or the Otter channel, which 
lies on the right hand, and runs fouth-fouth-eaft, 
being a hundred fathom in breadth, but only na- 
vigable for pirogues. Afterwards you fteer fouth- 
weft for the fpace of twenty fathoms, then due weft 
for three hundred: after this weft, one quarter north- 
weft, for the fpace of a hundred, as much weft- 
north-weft, and eight-hundred north-weft ; then 
yoq find on your left-had the fouth paftage, which 
is two^ hundred and fifty fathoms in breadth, ha- 
ving nine fathoms depth of water at its entrance on 
the river fide, and only two feet at its opening in- 
to the fea, ^ ^ 

Two hundred and fifty fathoms farther, lies the 
fouth -weft paftage, nearly of the fame breadth but 
with never Jefs than feven or eight feet water, 
ihe country in this place is not fo marfhy as 
lower down, but is overflowed during four months 
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of the year. It is bounded on the left by a feries 
of fmall lakes, lying at the end of the lake Chc- 
timachas, and on the right by the ijles de la Chan- 
deleur^ or the Candlemas iflands ; it is believed that 
there is a channel for veflels of the greateft bur- 
then, and that it would be very eafy to make a 
very fine harbour among thefe iflands. Large 
barks can get up from the fea to lake Chetima- 
chas, and the fineft oaks in the world rnight 
be cut there, the whole coaft being covered with 
them. 



not . likewifeof opinion, that all the channels 
’ “ in the river ought to be flopt up, excepting the 
principal one, which would be extremely eafy, no- 
thing more being required, than to introduce into 
y them thofe floating trees with which the river is aU 
|0U IK ways covered. The conrequencc of which would 
irciE jn the firfl: place, that the river would be no'lon- 
» ger acceflible to barks and canoes, but upon one 
fide, which would put the colony out of all dan- 
joate ger of being furprized ; and, in the fecond place 
the whole force of the current being united the 
wx. only opening, which the river would then have 
asri' would grow deeper as well as the bar. I ground 
M. this conjeaure upon what has already happened at 
piff- at the two cut points, of which I have already 
nine Jioken. In this cafe there would be no more to 
iitas do than to keep up one channel, and to prevent 
iiiCffSS’ the floating trees from flopping in if, which, as ap- 
pears to me, would be no difficult affair. 
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The breadth of the river between the channels 

it^Vn ^ leagues from 

the Ifland of Thouloufe to the fouth-weft chanaeT 

IS never more than fifty fathoms. But imme- 
diately above thia channel, the Milfiffippi infenfibly 

refumes 
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r^-futncs Its v/onted breadth, which is never lefs 
San one mile, and feldonr more than two. Its 
deoth continually encreafes beyond the bar, which 
iV contrary to what happens in all other rivers, 
which are commonly deeper as they approach near, 
er the fea. 



Here, Madam, would be an opportunity to give 
you an account of what has occafioned the failure 
of thofej numerous grants, which have made fo 
much noife in France, and upori which fo many 
had founded the greateft hopes •, but I rather chufe 
to refer this to our firft meeting, and content 
myfelf, at prefent, with imparting to you fome re- 
fledions I have made on the mannner of- fettlmo 
in this country, if our countrymen are not entire- 
ly difgutted at the bad fuccefs fo ntiany repeated 
efforts, and ufelefs expences, have been attended 

with. 



It appears to me, that the beft place I''*' 
ments is not on the banks of the r.ver, tat « 
leaft a quarter if not half a league 
the country. I am not ignorant, that it is P 
fible to guard againft the ordinary inunda- 
tions of the river by good <^‘tches ; ^ 

is a great inconvenience in ^ 

foil, which affords water ever fo little be 

the furface, and where, of courfe, t er 
no cellars. I am even of “ to 

be very advantageous to leave free . 
the annual overHowing of the river, erpeci^y 



the annual overnowm^ ^ * 

for the foil, which is not very dry and would 

be ufelefs. 



The flime, which remains upon it, after the 
. . , It 1 ana 



waters are withdrawn, renews and fattens it •, 
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one part might be employed in pafturage, and 
the other fown with rice, pulie, and, i^n a 
woVd, with every thing which thrives on fat 
and moift lands. So, that in time, nothing 
might be feen on both the banks of the MifTil- 
fippi, but gardens, orchards, and. meadows, which 
would fupply the inhabitants with food, and 
even furnilh commodities for carrying on a 
trade with our iflands and the neighbouring co- 
lonies. In a word, I believe, I may affirm that, 
having landed twice or thrice every day, when I 
was going down the river, there are almofl: every 
where, at a very fmall diftance from the banks, 
high grounds, where houfes might be built 
on a lolid foundation ; and corn would grow 
extremely well, after the air had got free 
accefs to it, by means of clearing away the 
woods. 

The navigation of the river upwards will always 
be extremely difficult, on account of the ftrength 
, of the current which even obliges thofe who 
are going down to take great care, for it fre- 
quently drives them upon points of land and 
upon fhoals y lo that, in order to proceed with 
fafety, veffels muft be made ufe of which can both 
fail and row. Befides, as it is not poffible to ad- 
vance in the night-time, thefe voyages will always 
be very tedious and expenfive •, at leaft till the 
banks of the river fhall be well peopled, through 

the whole extent of country, from the Illinois °o 
the fea. 



Such, Madam, is the country which has been 
fo much talked of for fome years paft, and of 
which fo few entertain a juft idea. We are not 
the hrft Europeans who have been fenfible of its 

goodnefs. 
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goodnefs, and have at the fame time neglecEled 
it. Ferdinand de Soto went all over it, in the 
fpace of three years, and Garcilaffo de Vega 
his hiftorian has not been able to forgive him 
for not having made a folid eftablilhment upon 
it. “ Where could he have gone,” fays he, “ to 
‘‘ find a better.” 

In a word, I have met with none, who have 
been on the fpot, who have fpoken difadvantage- 
oufly of Louifiana, but three forts of perfons whofe 
teftimony can be of no great weight. The firft 
are the failors, who, from the road at the ifland of 
Dauphine, have been able to fee nothing but 
that ifland covered with a barren fand, and 
the coaft of Biloxi ftill more fandy, and have 
fuffered themfelvcs to be perfuaded, that the en- 
trance of the MiflilTippi is impradticable to veffels 
above a certain bulk ; and that the country is un- 
inhabitable for fifty leagues up the river. They 
would have been of a very different opinion, 
had they had penetration enough to diftruft 
thofe perfons who fpoke in this manner, and 
to difcover the motives which made them do 
fo. 



The fecond are wretches, who being banilhed 
From France for their crimes or ill-behaviour, 
true or fuppoled, or who, in order to fliun the 
purfuits of their creditors, lifted themfelves among 
the troops, or hired themfelves to the plantations. 
Both of them, looking upon this country as a place 
of banifliment only, were confequently fhocked 
with every thing : they have no tye to bind 

them, nor any concern for the progrefs of a 
colony of which they are involuntary members, 

and 
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and give themfelves very little trouble about the 
advantages it is capable of procuring to the 
Hate. 

^ \ 

The third are fuch, who having feen nothing 
but mifery, in a country for which exceflive fums 
have been dilburfed, attribute to it, without re- 
fledtion, what ought folely to be laid to the in- 
capacity or negligence of thofe who were char- 
ged with the fettling it. You are, befides, not 
unacquainted with the reafons for publilhing, 
that Louifaana contained in its bofom immenfe 
treafures ; and that its value to us was very 
near equal to the famous mines of St. Barbe, and 
others Hill richer, from which we flattered our- 
felves we fliould be able to drive the pofleflbrs 
with eafe : and becaufe thefe ridiculous tales 
found credit with fools, inftead of imputing the 
miftake to themfelves, into which their foolilh 
credulity had engaged them, they difeharged their 
ill humour upon this country, in which they 
found no one article that had been promifed 
them. 



I am, &c. 
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letter XXXIII. 



Defcription of Biloxi. Of the Plant CaJJi- 
na or Apa-Cachina. Of Myrtle-wax^ of 
the Mobile. Of the UchaSias^ of the Bay 
of St. Bernard. Voyage from Biloxi to 
New Orleans, by the Way of Lake Pont- 
chartrain. 

/ 

From on hoard the Adour^ April 5, 1722, 
Madam, 

O N the 26th, after clofing my letter, I went 
on board and we got under fail ; but after 
making a turn to the fouthward, the wind turning 
contrary, we were obliged to come to anchor a- 
gain, where we remained the two following days. 
On the 29th, we weighed early in the morning; 
but there was fo little wind and the fea ran fo 
high, that we got no farther than fourteen leagues, 
which was not above half the diftance we intended. 
On the 30th, the wind was neither more favour- 
able 
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able nor the Tea any calmer till towards four o*clock 
in the evening, when a Ihower of rain cleared the 
flcy, which was very foggy, and laid the fea : but 
about an hour or two after, the fog returned and 
became fo thick, that not being able to fee out 
courfe, we thought it beft to come to anchor. 
The next day, the mift ftill continuing, M. Pauger 
and I failed in the fliallop to the road of the ifland 
cux Vaiffeux, and about five in the evening went 
alhore at Biloxi. 

This whole coaft is extremely flat, the merchant 
veflels not being able to approach nearer than 
four leagues, and the fmallefl; brigantines not near- 
er than two. Thefe laft are even obliged to get 
farther off, when the wind blows from the north 
or north-weft, or elfe ly dry, as happened that very 
night I landed. The road lies all along the ifland 
aux Vaijfeaux, which ftretches about a league from 
eaft to weft, but is very narrow. To the eaft of 
this ifland lies the ifland Daupbine, formerly called 
I/le Majfacre^ where there was a tolerably conve- 
nient harbour, which a blaft of wind deftroyed 
In the fpace of two hours, not much above a year 
ago, by choaking up its entrance with fand. To 
the weftward of the ifle aux Vaijfeaux are the ijlt 
des Chats, or of Bientilk, the ijle a Come, and the 
iflands de la Chandeleur, 
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Biloxi is the coaft of the main-land, lying'to the 
northward of the road, which name it has from 
an Indian nation fettled here formerly, who ,havc 
fince retired towards the north-weft, on the banks 
of a fmall river, called the river of pearls, on ac- 
count of fomc quantity of bad pearls having been 
found in it. A worfe place than this could not 
have been chofcn for the general quarters of the 

colony, 
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colony, feeing it can receive no Jlfllftance from 
/hipping, nor afford them any, for the reafons 
already mentioned. Befides, the road has two great 
defeats, the anchorage is not good, and is full 
of worms, which deftroy all the /hipping : and the 
only advantage that can be drawn from it, , is its 
ferving for /helter to vc/Tels in a gale of wind, 
before they difeover the mouth of the Mi/Tiffippi, 
which, being low land, it would be dangerous to 
approach, in bad weather, without having firft 
feen it. 

Biloxi is not of more value by land than by fca. 
The foil is very fandy, produfing little but pines 
and cedars. Cajfma, otherwi/e called Apalachina^ 
grows here every where in abundance: it is a 
very fmall /hrub, the leaves of which, infufed* 
like thole of tea, are reckoned a good diflblvent 
and an excellent fudorifick, but their principal 
quality confifts in their being diuretick. The 
Spaniards make great ufe of it over all Florida 1 
it is even their ordinary drink. It began to be 
in fome repute at Paris when I left it; but 
that was a bad time for making fortunes, they 
difappearing or vanifhing almoft as fuddenly as 
they were acquired. I know, however, that 

many who ufe Apalachina give it great commenda- 
tions. 

There are two forts of it, differing only in the 
ize of their leaves. Thofe of the large fpecies 
are more than an inch in length, the others are 
about half as long. In fhape and fubftance they 
are pretty much like the leaves of the tox-tree, 
excepting that they are rounder towards the ex.tre- 
nimes, and of a brighter green. The name of 
- **• X Apalachinj 
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Apalachina, which we have given to this flirub, is 
oenvecl from the ylpdlaci^ssy a nation ot' t lori(iaj 
from whom the Spaniards learned the ufe of this 
plant •, and here follows the manner of preparing 
it amongft both nations, 

A quantity of leaves is fet on the fire in an earth- 
en pot, and roafted till they become of a reddilh 
colour ; they then pour boiling water fiowly upon 
them till the pot is full. This water takes the 
colour of the leaves, and when decanted off,, rifes 
and foams like beer. It is taken as warm 
as poffible, end the Indians would rather re- 
frain from eating, than not drink it morning 
and evening •, they believe they fliould fall 
fick fliould they leave it off; and it is laid 
•the Spaniards in Florida entertain the fame no- 
tion. 

Half an hour after it is taken, it begins to dif- 
charge itfelf, and continues doing fo about an hour. 
It is difficult to conceive how a beverage, which 
does nothing almoft but run through one, can be fo 
nourifliing, as this is faid to be : but it is eafier 
to underftand how it cleanfes the urinary paffages, 
and prevents diftempers in the reins. When the 
Indians want to purge, they mix it with fea- water, 
which bccafions great evacuations ; but if the dofe 
of fea- water be too flrong, it may prove mortal, 
inftances of which are not wanting. I have feen it 
taken in France, but without that apparatus, and 
in the fame manner as they ufe tea-, but the 
dofe is doubled, and it boils near half an hour, 
and I doubt not but that it is then very effica- 
cious. 
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There is a fpecies of myrtle with very Iar»e 
leaves found in this country, and which I know ?o 
to be likewife very common on the coafts of Aca- 
dia, and in the Englilh colonies on the continent* 
Some have given it the name of laurel, but falfe- 
c’ iiaving the fmell of a myrtle, and the 

tLngllh have no other name for it, but that of the 
candle myrtle, /<? myrtle a cbandelle. This fhrub 
bears a fmall grain, which during the fpring is full 
of a gluey fubftance, and being thrown into boilino- 
water, fwims upon it, and becomes a kind of green 
wax, not fo fat and more friable than bees-wax, 
but equally fit for burning. The only incon- 
venience attending it is that it is very brittle ; but 
It may be mixed with another wax extremely li- 
quid gathered in the woods of the American 
dlands, which, however, is not neceffary, unlels 
It IS intended to be made into tapers. I have 
een candles of it which gave as clear a light and 
laded as long as curs. Our miffionaries in the 
neighbourhood of Acadia mix it with tallow, 
which makes them liable to run ; becaufe the 
Ullow does not incorporate well with the wax. 
The Sieur Alexander who is here, in the compa- 
ul! qqahty of furgeon and botanift, 

not his defeft, their light being foft and very clear, 

Ces^ofmJ -^ 1^ entertains 

opes of making them perfedly white, and ikewed 

ti ^han haifib*. He 

which'^are^u^fi^^f*'^ 

are u.ifit for ordinary labour, he could 
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gather a quantity of the grains in a feafon, fuf* 




ficient to yield a quantity of wax, enough to load Jjst 
a veflel. 'll® 



wards the eaft, you find the river ■ Mobile, which Id Sc 

runs from north to fouth, and the mouth of which Jmcf 
is oppofite to the iflancl Dauphine. It takes its Jiai 
rife in the country of the Chicachas, its courfe 
being about an hundred and thirty leagues. Its lieiii 
channel is very narrow and extremely winding, 
which, however, does not prevent its being very 
rapid : but no veffels, excepting fmall pirogues, 
can get up it, when the waters are low. We have jiiidu 
a fort upon this river, which has been a longtime ; jjjtjt 
the principal poft of the colony •, the foil, however, j Jjj/n 
is not good, but there is an opportunity of carry- j 



a quarry has been difcovered : if this difcovery 
is real, and the quarry is large, it may prevent the 
entire defertion of this poft, which leveral inha- 
bitants had begun to leave, not caring to cultivate -|j( . 
a foil, which would not anfwcr the expences they 
were at. I do nor, however, believe that we fliall 
ever evacuate the fort of Mobile, were it only to 
preferve our alliance with the Tchaftas, a au 

rous nation which forms a neceflary barrier againit 

the Chicachas and the other Indians bordering on 

Carolina. Garcilaflb de la Vega, in his hiftory ot 
Florida, makes mention of a village called Ma- 
•villa, which has without doubt given its name to 
the river and the nation fettled hpon its banks, i 
The Mauvilians wer^ then very powerful} but 



Thirteen or fourteen leagues from Biloxi, to- 



ing on a trade with the Spaniards, which was then ^ 
our only objedt in view. < oSgt 
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It is affirmed, that fome leagues beyond this fort,' 
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Our people are at prefent employed In feeklng a 
proper place for a fettlement, to the vveftward of the 
MilTiflippi, and it is believed, that a place is found 
about a hundred leagues from the mouth of the 
river, in a bay, which Ibmetimes bears the name 
of St, Magdalen, fometimes that of St. I^wis but 
moft commonly that of St. Bernard. It receives 
into it leveral pretty large rivers, and it was here 
that M. de la Sale firft made land, when he milled 
the mouth of the Miffifllppi. A brigantine }ias 
been fome time ago lent to make a furvey'of it, 
but they met with Indians who feemed little dif’ 
pofed to receive us, and who were not treated in 
fuch a manner as to gain their affbaions. 1 have 
juft now heard, that the Spaniards have been before* 
hand with us. 



There is in reality fomewhat more preffing, and 
of greater confequence, than this undertaking I 
am fenfible, that commerce is the foul of colonies 
and that they are only ufeful to fuch a kingdom as 
ours by that means, and in order to prevent our 
neighbours from becoming too powerful j but if 
the cultivation of lands is not firft attended to 
trade, after enriching a few private perfons, will 
loon fall ^ nothing, and the colony never be well 
lettled. The neighbourhood of the Spaniards mav 
have Its advantages j but, let us fulfer them to 
draw as near as they think fir, we are notin a con. 
dition, and we have no occafion, to extend our 
fettlements farther. They are fufficiently peace- 
able in this country, and they never will be ftrone- 
enough to give us any difturbance : it is not even 
their intereft to drive us from hence j and if thev 
are not as yet fenfible, they will foon be fo that 
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The heats were very troublefome at Biloxi, from 
the middle of March-, and, I imagine, when once 
the fun has taken effed upon the fand, the heat 
will become exceffive. It is indeed faid, that were 
it not for the breeze which fprings up pretty re- 
gularly between nine and ten every morning, and 
continues till fun-fet, it would not be poflible to 
live here. The mouth of the MiQiffippi lies in 
twenty nine degrees of latitude, and the coaft of 
Biloxi in thirty. In the month of February, we 
had fome piercing cold weather, when the wind 
was at north and north weft, but it did not laft: they 
were fometimes followed by pretty fharp heats, accom- 
panied with ftorms and thunder, fo that in the morn- 
ing we had winter, in the afternoon fummer^ with 
fome fmall intervals of fpring and harveft betwixt the 
two. I’he breeze blows commonly from the eaft: 
when it comes from the fouth, it is only a reflefted 
wind, and not near fo refrclhing ; but it is dill a 
wind, and when that is entirely wanting, there is 
hardly any fuch thin* as breathing. 
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On the 24th of March, I fet out from Biloxi, 
where I had been ftopt above a month, by being 
taken ill of the jaundice, and took the route of 
New Orleans, where I was to embark in a velTel 
belonging to the company, called the Adour. I 
made this voyage in a pirogue and never made a 
more difagreeable one. The weft wind, which in 
three hours time had carried me five leagues from 
Biloxi, gave place to a fouth wind fo very vio- 



lent, that I was obliged to halt. I had fcarce ^1 



time to fet up my tent, when a dreadful fiiower 
of rain, accompanied with thunder, laid us all un- 
der w^ter, 
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Two fmall veflels, which fet out at the fame time 
with me, took advantage of this wind which carried 
them a good way in a few hours, and I regretted 
very much my not doing the fame : but I fcon 
learned that their fate was rather to be pitied than 
envied ; the firft was in continual danger of fliip- 
wreck, and the people on board arrived at New 
Orleans rather dead than alive. The fecond fail- 
ed half-way, and five of the pafiengers were 
drowned in a meadow, which the tempdt had con- 
verted into a fwamp. The wind continued the 
whole night with the fame violence, and the rain did 
not ceafe till next day at noon. It began again 
in the evening, and lafied till day-light, accompa- 
nied with thunder. 

When you range along within fight of this coaft, 
it feems to be very agreeable, but on approaching 
nearer, it appears to be quite another thing. It is 
all a fandy bottom as at Biloxi, and nothing but 
a bad fort of wood is found upon it. I have ob- 
ferved here a fort of forrel, which has the fame 
tafte with ours, but its leaves are narrower, and oc- 
cafion, as is faid, the bloody-flux. There is 
likewife in thefc places a fort of a(h, called bois 
d' Amourette and its bark, which is full of'prickles, 
is reckoned a fpeedy and fovereign remedy a®ainfl: 
the tooth-ach. ° 

On the 26th, it rained the whole day, and 
though the fea was calm, we made but little pro- 
grefs. We advanced fomewhat farther on the 
twenty-feventh ; but on the following night loft 
our way off the ifiand of Pearls. The next day we 
encamped at the entrance of lake Pontchartrain, 
having a little before left upon our right the river 
of pearls, which has three mouths. Thefe three 
^ 4 branches 
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branches feparate, about four leagues from the fea, 
a little above Biloxi, 

In the afternoon, we pafled lake Pontchartrain, 
which is feven or eight leagues over and at mid- 
night entered Bayouc St. Jem. Thofe who have 
failed the firft upon this lake found it, as they faid, fo 
full of alligators, that they could hardly make a 
ftroke with an oar without touching one of them. 
7 hey are at prefent very fcarce, and we faw only 
fome marks of them at our encampment ; for thefe 
animals lay their eggs upon land. After repofing 
myfelf a little, at leaving the lake, I purfued my 
journey by land, and arrived before day at New- 
Orleans. 

The Adour was no longer there, but was at no 
great diflance, and I went on board the next day, 
being the firft of April. The inundation was now 
at its height, and, confequently, the river much 
more rapid than I had found it the month before. 
Befidcs, a fhip, efpecially a flute or pink, is not 
fo eafily wrought as a coafter ; and, as our crew 
were not accuftomed to this navigation, we had a 
good deal of difficulty in getting out of the li- 
ver. The fhip being driven fometimes on one fide, 
fometimes on the other, her yards and rigging 
frequently got foul of trees, and we were oftenet 
than once obliged to cut the latter, in order to get 
clear. 

It was ftill much worfe, when we got the length 
of the channels ; for the currents drove us always 
upo.i the firft with extreme violence. We were 
even involved in one of the fmalleft, and 1 know 
not to this day how we got rid of it. We were, 
however, quit for an anchor which we left there i 
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having already loft one two days before, fo that 
we had only two remaining. So difcouraging a 
circumftance gave us fome ferious thoughts, but 
the youth and little experience of thofe, to whofc 
management we were entruftcd, occafioned us ftill 
greater uneafinefs. 

The Adour is a very fine veflcl, three hundred 
tons burthen, and left France extremely well man- 
ned, under the diredlion of a captain well acquaint- 
ed with his bufinefs, and a lieutenant who had an 
exceeding good charadler. The latter was left fick 
at St. Domingo, and the captain, having had a 
difference with one of the diredors of the compa- 
ny, was by him turned out of his employment. 
In order to fill up the room of thefe two principal 
officers, they pitched upon a young Maloin, who had 
come three years before to Louifiana, in quality of 
a pilot or pilot’s apprentice, and had in that time 
got the command of a coafter in the road of Biloxi, 
employed in carrying provifions, fometimes to the 
Mobile, and fometimes to New Orleans. He feems 
to have every thing requifite for forming an expert 
feaman ; he loves and applies himfelf to his bufi- 
nel's : but we (hould be very well pleafed not to be 
obliged to fee his apprenticefhip, efpecially in a 
-navigation attended with fo many difficulties. 



He has for fecond, under him, an officer who 
came from France in quality of an enfign, who is 
ftill a young man, and very proper to be a fubaltern 
under experienced chiefs, who fhould leave him 
nothing but the care of executing their orders. It 
would be no eafy matter to find a hardier feaman in 
ftormy weather, which he has braved from his in- 
fancy in the Newfoundland fifheries ; and two or 
three ftiip- wrecks, from which he has happily extri- 
cated 
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cated himfelf, have infpired him with fuch a con- 
fidence, that I fliould be much furprized if in the 
end he does not come badly off. 

Our firft pilot Teems to be a little riper than 
thefe two officers, and great ftrefs is laid upon his 
knowledge of the gulph of Florida, which he has al- 
ready once pafled through. This, however, is but 
little for an acquaintance with the moft dangerous 
paflagein the American feas, where ffiip- wrecks hap- 
pen by thoufands. Befides, I am afraid, that an air 
of felf fufficiency I perceive in him, may produce 
Tome fatal confequences. He has two fubalterns 
who are good men •, and we have fifty Tailors of 
Bretaigne, a little mutinous, indeed, but ftrong and 
vigorous, moft of them having been at thecod-filhe- 
ry, which is a good fchool : their marine officers 
Teem to me to be men of fenfe and execution. 

In the mean time, notwithftanding all the delays 
I have Tpoken of, we anchored on the fecond in 
the evening, within -fide of the bar; we pafled it 
on the third, but for want of wind could get no 
farther. Yefterday we were ftopped the whole 
day, and this night we had a gale of wind at fouth, 
which made us thankful we were not at iea lo near the 
ffiore. I hope. Madam, to write you in a fhort 
time from St. Domingo, at which place our veflel 
is to take in a cargo of fiigar, which lies ready for 
her. I take the opportunity of a coafter going up 
to New Orleans, to fend you this letter by a veflTel 
which is bound diredly to France. 

I am, &c. 
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I, iutp; ; Voyage to the Gulf of Bahama. Shipwreck of 
the Adour. Return to Louifiana, along the 
Cbajl of Florida. Defcription of that Coaji. 
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Biloxi, June 5, 1722. 
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Madam, 

I Promifed to write to you Hiortly from St. Do- 
mingo. Behold me, after two months have paf- 
fed, as far from it as I then was. The account of 
the fad adventure, which has brought me back to 
thi.s colony, and which has but too truly fulfilled 
what I forefaw, with a few obfervations on a coun- 
try which I had thoughts of vifuing, will form the 
fubftance of this letter. I am not, however, in 
other refpedls fo much to be pitied as you may im- 
agine. I am fully recovered of my fatigues •, I 
have run great hazards, but have been happily de- 
livered from them; the paft misfortune is like a 
dream, and often like a very agreeable one. 




About half an hour at mod, before I had 
clofed my laft, the wind coming about to the 

North 



f 



( 3 ‘^ ) 

North- Weft, we made fail. I ftiould have thought 
the fanftity of the feftival, which was that of Eaf- 
ter-day, would have prevailed with the captain to 
delay our departure till next day, efpecially as it 
was now afternoon. But as we were pretty Ihort 
of provifions, a day’s delay might be attended with 
diiagreeable confequences. We foon loft fight of 
land, and after failing about an hour, after enjoy- 
ing the curious fight of the mixture of the waters 
of the fea and of the Mifllfllppi, but fo as to be ftill 
diftinguifliable, we at laft found ourfelves got 
to pure fait water. 

I may pofiibly be told, that we had quitted the 
right channel, and I will allow this might be the 
cafe. But the fight or ftruggle we obferved fo near 
the fliore, is no fign that the river gets the better to 
fuch a degree as to force itfelf a palTage, and for 
twenty leagues in the open fea, to give laws to the 
ocean itfelf. Befides, were this fadl true, at leaft 
in the time of the great land floods,- in the place 
where we then were, how could men be at fuch 
a lofs to find out the mouth of the river ? The 
difference in the colour of its waters would have, 
fufficiently, guided the moft inattentive. 

With regard to this colour, I have told you that 
the Miffiflippi, after its jundtion with the MifTouri, 
takes the colour of the waters of this river, which 
is white : but would you believe it, of all the 
forts of water which are made ufe of in long 
voyages, there is none which keeps fo long as this ! 
Befides it is excellent drinking after having been 
left to fettle in jars, at the bottom of which is 
found a kind of white tartar, which in all appear- 
ance ferves both to give it its colour, and to purify 
and preferve it, 
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On the twelfth at noon, after having fuffered by 
extreme heats for feveral days, and which were ftill 
more intolerable in the night than in the day time, 
we difeovered Cape de Sed on the North (hore of 
the ifland of Cuba, and very high land. At fun 
fet we were eaft of it, kept the Cape on our eaftern 
quarter, and fo failed along in fight of the fhore. 
On the morrow at day-break we were abreall of the 
Havanna. This city is eighteen leagues from Cape 
Sed j and half way to it, you difeover a pretty high 
mountain, the fummit of which is a kind of plat- 
form : they call it la table a Marianney Marianne’s 
table. 

Two leagues beyond the Havanna, there is a 
fmall fort on the ceaft which bears the name 
of la Hogue, and from which you firft difeo- 
ver le Pain, or loaf of Matanzas. This is a 
mountain, the fummit of which is fhaped like 
an oven, or if you will a loaf. This ferves to 
diftinguilh the Bay of Matanzas, which is fourteen 
leagues from the Havanna. The heat continued to 
encreafe, for we were nowon the limits or frontiers 
of the Torrid Zone. Befides, we had fcarce a 
breath of wind, and advanced only by favour of 
the current, which bore us to the eaftward. 
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On the fourteenth, towards fix in the evening, 
we faw from the top-maft head, the land of Flo- 
rida. There is no prudent navigator who happens 
to have this profped, without fix or feven hours 
daylight at leaft, but who tacks about and Hands 
out to the fea till morning; there being no fea in 
the whole ocean where there is a greater neceflity 
of a clear profpeef, becaufe of the various cur- 
rents, with which we can never, with reafon, be- 
lieve ourfelves fufficiently acquainted. We have a 

recent 
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recent enough example in the Spanilh Galleon, 
which were loft here fome years ago, for having 
neglefted the precautior. I have juft now mention- 
ed. The Chevalier d’ Here, captain of a Ihip who 
accompanied them, did his utmoft to prevail with 
the general of the Flota to wait for the day before 
he entered the Gulf : he could not prevail, and did 
not think proper to throw himfelf headlona with 
him over this precipice. ° 



Our captain, who had very good advice given 
him on this head, was fully refolved to profit by 
It ; but too much eafinefs, on his fide, was attended 
with the fame confequcnces as the prefumption of 
the Spanilh general had been. His firft pilot, 
who imagined himfelf one of the moft expert men 
in the world, and his lieutenant, who did not 
know what it was to doubt of any thing, were of 
opinion to continue their courfe, and the captain 
had not courage to oppofe them. He advi.W, in- 
^ed, to fteer at leaft north eaft, and the fequel 
mewed, that if his opinion had been followed, we 
mould have efcaped being fiiipwrecked. But he 
could only obtain a north-north-eaft courfe ; the 
pilot afiuring him that the currents let with impe- 
tuofity to theeaftward, which was indeed true near 
the lands on the other fide, but they fet to the 
weftward on that on which we were. 



At leven o clock, the land fti!l appeared at a 
good diftance, and we could not fee it atfirft from 
t e tops; half an hour after, one of the failors, by 
rneans of the flafhes of lightening, obferved that 
the water had changed its colour. He took no- 
information was received with 
derifion, and he was told that was only the ligh- 
tening which made the water look white. He ftill . 
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perfifted, and many of his companions foon came 
into his opinion : the officers would Uill have 
laughed at them, but they were in fuch numbers, 
and made fuch a noife, that at lafl; the captain or- 
dered foundings to be tried. 

Six fathoms of water were only found; the only 
fafe part we could then have taken, was to caft 
anchor immediately, but there were none in rea- 
dinefs. It was propofed to wear the fhip, and per- 
haps it was ftill time, had expedition been ufed ; 
but they amufed themfelves with founding again, 
when no more than five fathoms were found. The 
lead was caft a third time, and then there were 
only three. Conceive to youifclf. Madam, a parcel 
of children, who faw themfelves hurried on to a 
precipice, and had all their attention employed a- 
bout difeovering its depth, without taking any 
meafures to avoid it : fuch was precifely our cafe. 

Immediately a confufed noife arofe, every one 
crying with all his might, fo that the officers could 
not make themfelves heard, and two or three mi- 
nutes after the veflel ftruck : that inftant a ftorm 
arofe, followed by rain which laid the wind, but it 
foon fprung up again at fouth, and blew hard- 
er than before. The (hip immediately began to 
ftick faft by the rudder, and there was great 
reafon to fear that the mainmaft, which at every 
ftroke fprung up to a good height, Ihould beat 
out a hole in her bottom ; therefore it was imme- 
diately condemned in form, and cut away, the 
captain according to cuftom, giving it the firft 
ftroke with a hatchet. 



The lieutenant upon this went on board the 
ojljlt,' lhallop, in order to difeover in what place we 
iit were,' 
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were, and what condition the ihip was in. He 
found that there was only four feet water a-head, 
that the bank on which we had (truck, was fo 
fmall, that there was juft a place for the veffel, and 
all around it (he would have been a-float. But 
had we efcaped this bank, we mult have fallen upon 
another, for it was furrounded by them, and cer- 
tainly we could not have met with one that was 
more convenient. 

The wind (till blew with violence, and the vef- 
fel continued to (trike, and at every (troke we ex- 
pedted (lie would have gone to pieces. All theef- 
fedls of terror were painted on every face, and af- 
ter the ftrft tumult formed by the cries of the fai- 
lors who were working, and the groans of the paf- 
fengers, who laid their account with perilhing eve- 
ry moment, was over, a dead and profound filence 
reigned throughout the whole velfel. We have 
fmee learnt that fome few had fecretly taken their 
meafures not to be furprifed in cafe the velTel (hould 
fall to pieces : not only the fhallop, but the canoe 
were launched and in readinefs, and fome triidy 
failors had warning given them to hold themfelves 
prepared for the firft fignal. I was afterwards told, 
that they hacWefolved not to leave me behind. 

What is certain, is, I palled the night without 
clofing my eyes, and in the (ituation of a man who 
never expefts to fee daylight again. It however 
appeared, and (hewed us the land about two leagues 
from us, but it was not the fame which we had at 
firft feen, and which we ftill perceived, tho’ at a 
great diftance, bat a low land which did notfeem at 
firft to be inhabited. This fight, however, did not 
fail to give us pleafure, and fomewhat to revive our 



We then examined if there was any probability 
of getting the Adour a-float again, and as it was 
prudent to have more refources than one, we at 
the fame time confidered of the means of extri- 
cating ourfelves from our prefent uncomfortable 
fituatiOn, on the fuppofition it was impolTible to 
recover the veflel. We then called to mind that 
we had a flat-bottomed boat on board, which was 
intended to be made ufe of in loading the fugars at 
St. Domingo. This was a very wife precaution 
taken by the captain, who had been informed that 
veflels were frequently detained longer in the road 
on that account, than was confiftent with the in- 
terefl: of the owners, or the health of the crews; 
but providence had without doubt another view, 
when it infpired him with this thought. This boat 
was the inftrument of our fafety. 

i do not know what pafled this day between the 
officers and the pilot, but there was no more talk 
of getting off the veflel. Many have pretended 
that all endeavours for that purpofe would have 
been in vain ; but the captain has more than once 
complained to me that they would not fuffer him 
to make the attempts as he wifbed to do. It was 
therefore refolved to carry all the people afhore 
this fame day, and they were at work the whole 
morning in building a raft, that they might not be 
obliged to make feveral trips. 

It was not, however, thought proper to abandon 
the (hip as yet; and the paflengers only were em- 
barked in the fhallop and on the raft. At the dif- 
tance of a cannon fliot from the (hip we found 
the fea ran very high, and the bifcuit we carried 
with us was damaged by the water ; a fmall pirogue 
VoL. II. Y which 
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which followed the (hallop, had a good deal of dif- 
ficulty to live j and the raft which carried two and 
twenty men, was driven fo far out by the current, 
that we believed her loft. 

The ftiallop in which 1 was, made all poflihle 
hafte afhore, in order to go afterwards to the af- 
liftance of the reft; but juft as we were ready to 
land, we perceived a large company of Indians, 
armed with bows and arrows coming down to the 
fea fide. This fight made us refled that we had 
no arms ; and we ftopt fome time, not daring to 
advance. We even imagined, every thing con- 
fidered, it would be imprudent to go any further. 
The Indians perceived our embaraflfment, and ea- 
fily underftood the caufe. They drew near us, 
calling out in Spanilh, that they were friends. 
But feeing that this did not encourage us, they laid 
down their arms and came towards us, having the 
water up to their middle. 

We were foon furrounded by them, and it is 
certain that encumbered as we were with baggage, in 
a boat where we could hardly turn ourfelves about; 
it would have been eafy for them to have deftroyed 
us. They afked us firft if we were Englilhnien, 
we anfwered that we were not, but good friends 
and allies to the Spaniards ; at which they tefti- 
fied a great deal of joy, inviting us to come alhore 
on their ifland, and afluring us that w'e Ihould be 
as fafe there as aboard our own veffel. Diftruft, on 
certain occafions, Ihews only weaknefs, and be- 
fides gives rife to dangerous fufpicions. We there- 
fore thought we ought to accept the invitation of 
thefe barbarians; fo we followed them to their 
ifland, which we found to be one of the Mar- 
tyrs. 
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What was pleafant is, that we were determined 
to take this relblution by the arrival of the pirogue, 
in which there were only four or five men, when 
we were parly ing with the Indians: we certainly 
ran a great rifque in delivering ourfelves into their 
hands without arms, and we were afterwards fen- 
fible of it: four or five men more could not have 
made them alter their defigns, fuppofing they had 
been bad towards us; and I never refleft on the 
confidence which fo flender a reinforcement in- 
fpired us with, but it brings into my mind, thofe 
perfons who are afraid to be by themfelves in the 
dark, but are at once encouraged by the prelence 
of a child, by its diverting their imagination, 
which is the only caufe of their fear. 

We were no fooner landed on the ifland, than 
little fatisfied as we were with refpedl: to the Indi- 
ans, we alfo fell into a diftruft of our officers. 
The captain of the Adour had attended us thus 
far, but as foon as he had fet us on fhore, he took 
leave of us, faying that he was obliged to return 
on board, where he had ftill a great many things 
to do, and that he would immediately fend us 
whatever we flood in need of, cfpecially arms. 
There was nothing in this but what was reafonable, 
and we eafily conceived that his prefence might be 
neceffary aboard the veffel ; but we reflefted that 
he had only taken the paflengers out of her, and 
that upon his return, the whole crew would be all 
together on board. 

This made us fufped that the boat of which I 
have fpoken, was only a lure to amufe us, and that 
they had put us affiore, as being an encumbrance 
to them, in order to be able to make ufe of the 
fhalop and canoe, to tranfport themfelves to the 
Y 2 Ha- 
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Mavannah or St. Auguftin in Florida. Thefe fuf- 
picions were ftrengthened in every one of us, wheri 
we perceived that we were all in the fame way of 
thinking, and this agreement made us imagine it 
was not without foundation ; it was therefore re- 
folved amongft ourfelves, that I fhould return to 
the veflel with the captain, in order to prevent 
fuch a violent refolution, Ihould they attempt it, 
from taking effcdt. 

J 

I therefore declared to the captain, that as his 
chaplain was to remain on the ifland, it was not 
proper I Ihould ftay likewife ; that it would be bet- 
ter to feparate us, and that I was refolved to fleep 
no where but aboard, whilfl: any one remained in 
the fhip. He feemed a little furprized at what I 
faid, but made no oppofition, and fo fet out. I 
found on getting aboard, that they had fet the 
fails; to try as they faid, to get her off; but a great 
many other things were to be done for that pur- 
pofe, which however they did not think proper to 
attempt. 

Half an hour after, the wind turned to the 
eaft and blew very hard, which obliged us to furl 
the fails this gale, however, was the lafety of thofe 
who were on the raft, which had been carried out 
very far in the offing. The waves drove her back 
towards us, and as foon as we perceived her, the 
captain fent the ffiallop, which took her in tow, 
and brought her along fide. Thefe unhappy men; 
were for the moft part, poor paflTengers who looked 
for nothing but death ; and we on our fide, began 
to defpair of being able to fave them, when pro- 
vidence raifed this little tempeft in order to prc* 
ferve them from fhipvvreck. 
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My prefence was more neceflary on board than 
I thought it would have been. Our failors, during, 
the captain’s abfence, had thought fit to drown the 
fenfe of their misfortunes in wine: in fpite of the 
jieutenant, whom they did not much regard, and 
whom feveral did not love, they had broken open the 
captain’s cafe of liquors, and had got almoll all of 
them dead drunk. I, befides, perceived in the 
crew, fome feeds of diflention from w'hich I ima- 
gined every thing was to be apprehended, if not 
remedied in timej and the morefo as the captain, 
tho’ well enough liked by the failors, could not 
make himfelf obeyed by his officers, moft of 
whom were difpofed to mutiny, and could not en- 
dure his Jieutenant. 

To increafe our perplexity, a number of the In- 
dians had followed clofe after us, and we perceived 
if we had nothing to fear from their violence, it 
would not be eafy to get rid of their importuni- 
ties, efpecially as it behoved us to be very watch- 
ful over them, to prevent their ftealing. He that 
feemed the principal man, called himfelf Don An- 
tonio, and fpoke indifferent good Spaniffi. He had 
been more fuccefsful in imitating the gravity and 
manners of the Spaniards. Whenever he fawany 
one tolerably drefled, he alked if he was a Caval- 
leroy having before told us that he was one him- 
felf and one of the greateft diftinftion in his na- 
tion. His difpofitions, however, were not much 
of the gentleman ; every thing that he faw he co- 
veted, and if he had not been prevented, he and 
his people would have left us nothing they could 
have carried away. He afked me for my girdle, 

I told him I had occafion for it, and could not part 
with it; notwithftanding which, he continued to 
demand it with great earneftnefs. 



We 
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We learned from this man, that alrnoft all the 
Indians of this village had been baptized at the 
Havannah, to which they made a voyage every 
year. This city lies at the diftance of forty-five 
league?, and they make this paffage in fmall very 
flat pirogues, in which we fhould hardly truft our- 
felves'a-crofs the Seine at Paris. Don Antonio, added 
they, had a king called Don Diego, whom we fhould 
fee to-morrow. He afterwards afleed us what route 
we had refolved to take, and offered to condud 
us to St. Augufline. We thanked him for his of- 
fer, treated him and all his company handfomely, 
who returned to all appearance very well fatisfied 
with their reception. 

Thefeindians have a redder fkinthan any of thofe 
I have yet feen : we could not learn the name of 
their nation : tho’ they deferve no good charader, 
yet they do not feem to be fo bad as the Ca/os or Carlos, 
fo infamous for their cruelty, whofe country lies 
at no great diflance from the Martyrs ; I do not 
believe they are Canibals, but perhaps they ap- 
peared fo tradable to us only becaufe we were 
ftronger than them, I do not know what has 
embroiled them with the Englifh, but we had 
great reafon to think that they did not love them. 
Perhaps Don Antonio had no other motive for his 
vifit, but to examine if we were of that nation, or 
if they fhould not run too great a hazard in attack- 
ing us. 

On the fixteenth I went afhore to thofe left on 
the ifland, and fulfilled the promife we had made 
them the evening before. I fpent almofl the whole 
day with them, and in the evening at my return, 
found the whole yeflel in confufion. The authors 
of this diforder were the marine officers, and all 
' • ' • " tb? 
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the beft failors in the (hip had taken their fide. 
Their quarrel was with the lieutenant, who, they 
faid, had hitherto treated them with a great deal of 
haughtinefs and feverity. The wine, which they 
had at diferetion, had inflamed their paflTions in 
fuch a manner, that it was fcarcc polTible to make 
them liften to reafon. 

The captain (hewed on this occafion a wifdom, 
firmnefs, and moderation, which could not well 
have been expected from his age, little experience 
and pad condudt : he knew how to make himfelf 
loved and feared by people who feemed to be guid- 
ed by nothing but fury and caprice. The lieute- 
nant on his part confounded the mod mutinous by 
his intrepidity, and having found means to feparate 
and employ them, in the end made himfelf obey- 
ed. They had at lad drawn from the bottom 
of the hold the boat that had been fo long pro- 
mifed, and had carried it to the ifland. This mud 
now be equipped, lodgings mud be found till it 
could be got ready, provifions and ammunition 
mud be got from the (hip, and ladly, they mud 
fortify themfelves againd any furprize of the In- 
dians. The captain employed in this fervice all 
fuch as he had mod need to make fure of, and 
begged of me to remain on board to aflid the lieu- 
tenant in redraining the red within bounds. 

On thetwenty-feventh at day-break there appeared 
a fail within two large leagues of us •, we hung out the 
fignal of didrefs, and Tome time afterwards weobferv- 
ed that he had laid his (hip to, to wait for us. The 
lieutenant immediately embarked on board a canoe, 
and went on board to fee whether the captain would 
agree to receive all of us. But this was only a 

Y 4 brigantine 
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brigantine of an hundred tons, that had been plun* 
dered by pirates, and which had for three days paft 
done their utmoft to get out of this bay, into which 
the currents, ftronger this year than they had ever 
been known, had carried them in fpite of all their 
efforts, and tho’ the wind was at eaft north eaft. 
’Tis true, we did not come to know this but by the 
account of the officer, who was by fome imagined to 
have invented this ftory in order to lay to the 
charge of the irregularity of the current, the mif- 
fortune into which his own obftinacy had hurried 
us. 

Be this as it will, the Englifh matter con Tented 
to embark twenty of our people, provided he was 
fupplied with provifions and water, of which he 
flood in extreme want. The condition was accept- 
ed, and he accordingly drew near to eaft anchor 
as clofe to us as poffible. But a ftrong fouth-weft 
wind arifing, he was obliged to continue his courfe, 
leaft by endeavouring toaffitt us he fhould expofe 
himfelf to fliip-wreck. 

On the twenty-ninth we had fight of three veflels 
more, and fent to make them the fame propofals 
■we had formerly done, but without effefl. They 
were Englifh too, and complained they had been 
plundered by pirates. 

This very day, as there remained nothing on 
board the Adour which we could carry away with 
us, we bid her the latt farewel ; and with ftill more 
regret, as for the four days fince fhe had been 
wreckecl fhe had not made one drop of water, 
and we ail went on fhore after fun-fet. Here we 
found tents, which had been made with the fails of 

the 



( 329 ) 

the fliip, a ftrong guard-room, where centinels 
were kept day and night, with provifions difpofed 
in the beft manner in the magazine, where alfo a 
guard was kept. 

The ifland, on which we were, was in appearance 
about four leagues round *, there were others near it 
of different extent, and that on which the Indians 
had their tents was the fmalleft of all and the neareft 
to ours. Here they lived folely by fifhing, and 
this whole coaft was as plentifully flocked in that, 
as the land was deftitute of every article for the 
fupport of human life. As to their drefs, a few 
leaves of trees, or a piece of bark was fufficienc 
for them. They cover no part of their bodies but 
the part which all men from modefty conceal. 

The foil of all thefe iflands is a fort of very fine 
fand, or rather a fort of calcined chalk, interfperf- 
ed with white coral, which is eafily broken. Thus 
you fee nothing on it but fhrubs and bufhes. The 
banks of the fea are covered with a pretty fort of 
ftiells, and fome fpunges are likewife found on 
them, which feem to have been caft on fhore here 
by the waves in ftormy weather. ’Tis pretended 
that what keeps the Indians from leaving this place, 
is the number of Ihipwrecks that happen in the 
mouth of the gulph of Bahama, of which they ne- 
ver fail to make all the advantage poflible. 

There is not fo much as a fingle fourfooted bead: 
on thefe iflands, which feem to have been curfed 
of God and man, and which would be utterly un- 
inhabited, except by a fet of wretches, who fub- 
fift on the deftruflion and miferies of others, and 
by compleating what their ill deftiny only begun. 
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On the twentieth, Don Diego paid us a vifit. He 
is a young man of a Mature fomewhat under the 
middle fize, and with a very forry prefence. He 
is very near as naked as his fubjefts, and the few 
rags on his back were hardly worth picking up at 
one’s feet. He wore on his head a fort of fillet, 
made of I know not what fort of iluff, and which 
fome travellers would not have failed to call a dia- 
dem. He was without attendance, or any mark of 
diftinftion or dignity, or in fhort any thing to fig- 
nify what perfonage he was. A young pretty 
handfome woman, and decently clothed for an 
Indian, accompanied him, and was, we were told, 
the queen his wife. 

We received their majefties of Florida, in a ca- 
valierlike manner enough •, w'e made a fort of amity 
with them however, and they feemed well enough 
fatisfied with us ; but we could fee none of tliefe 
Caciques, whofe power and wealth are fo much 
vaunted by the hiftorianof Florida. We faid a word 
or two to Don Diego concerning the offer, which 
Don Antonio had made us, of carrying us to St. 
Auguftin, and he gave us to hope for all the fer- 
vices that lay in his power. In order to induce 
him the more to perform his promife, I made him 
a prefent of one of my fhirts, which he received 
very thankfully. 

He returned next day, having my Ihirt above 
his own tatters, and it trailed upon theground. He 
gave us to underftand, that he was not properly the 
fovereign of his nation, but held of a Cacique at 
fome diftance. He is, notwithffanding, abfolute in 
his own village, of which he lately gave us a con- 
vincing prooF Don Antonio, who leemed at leaft 
double his age, and who would have eafily beaten 
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one double his ftrength, came to vifit us a fhort 
while after, and told us, that Don Diego had drub- 
bed him twice very heartily, for getting drunk on 
board the Adour, where probably fome remainder 
of fpirituous liquors had been left. The moft 
fenfible difference to be found between the Indians 
of Canada, and thofe of Florida, is this depen- 
dance on their chiefs, and the refpedt they fhew 
them. Thus we fee not in them as in the former 
thofe elevated fentiments, and that haughtinefs 
which is the effedl of their independance, and which 
is fupplied in policied ftates by thefe principles of 
religion and honour, which are inftilled into the 
mind by education in their early and tender years. 

On the twenty-fecond, Don Diego came frankly, 
and without flaying for any invitation to dine with 
us, clothed as on the preceding day. He feemed 
delighted with this drefs, which gave him however a 
very ridiculous air, and which, joined to the bad- 
nefs of his phyfiognomy, made him exafUy re- 
femble a man going to pay an amende honourable., 
that is, fuffer fome fcandalous punifhment. Whe- 
ther from religion or natural reludance, we could 
never prevail with him to eat any flefh ; we had 
ftill fome fifh left, which he himfelf had fent us 
the evening before : he eat of this, and drank pure 
water. 

After the repaft we were willing to fpeak about 
bufinefs ; but he told us at once, that after hav- ' 
ing maturely confidered the propofal we had made 
him, he could neither fpare us Don Antonio nor 
any other of his people for guides to condudl us to 
St. Auguftin, as there were numerous nations on 
the Way we muft of neceffity take, with whom he 
was actually at war. I do not know whether we 
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now did not ferioufly repent of having on fuch 
flight grounds abandoned the Adour ; for after • 
Don Diego left us, the canoe was fent to her, but 
thofe who vifited her reported, that the Indians had 
entirely demolilhed her, and that Ihe was filling 
full of water. ® 



On the twenty-third, the boat was finilhed, and 
we began to think in good earneft of coming to 
fome final refolution. Two ways offered, on 
which the opinions were divided •, the firft were 
for rifking the palfage to the Havannah, and the 
Others for purfuing the coaft to St. Aiiguftin. The 
laft: feemed to be the fafeft, as the firft was the 
fliorteft. But had this been folid, it ought to have 
been refolved upon the day after we were caft a- 
way, or rather we ought to have fent our long- 
boat to inform the governor of our fituation, and 
pray him to fend us a brigantine. The rigging 
only of the Adour, would have been fufficient to 
have indemnified him for his expences. 
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Be this as it will, the greateft part of our com- 
pany were for this laft refolution ; and it was im- 
pofllble for me to bring them to any other. They 
were forty in number, they demanded the long- 
boat and canoe, and we were obliged to comply. 
The captain of the Adour was of this number, 
Had it not been for this reafon, I fhould have 
thought myfelf obliged in duty to accompany them ; 
but there was a neceflity of dividing their fpiritual 
afliftance, as well as the viduals and other ftores. 
On the morrow after mefs, the chaplain, who was a 
Dominican, would have me to blefs the three vef- 
fels; I obeyed, and baptized the boat, to which 
I gave the name of the Sa/»/ Saviour. In the even- 
ing after prayers, I made one laft effort to bring 
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the whole company to an unanimous way of think- 
ing ; I eafily obtained that they fhould all fet ouC 
together next day, and encamp in the ifland which 
was fartheft in the offing, and take our refolution 
as the wind favoured. 

We fet out in effcft on the twenty-fifth at noon, 
and failed together for fcveral leagues *, but towards 
fun-fet we faw the long-boat thread the channel, 
which muft be crofied to get to the Havannah, 
without ever confidering the canoe, whofe provi- 
fions they had on board, and who not being in con- 
dition to follow them, was obliged to join us : we 
received them kindly, alcho’ there was one among 
them with whom we had no reafon to be fatisfied. 
We landed on the ifland, where we intended to 
rendezvous, and where a body of Indians had al- 
ready landed, with what defign we know not : we 
kept on our guard all night, and fet out early in 
the morning. 

The weather was delightful, the fea calm and 
pleafant, and our crew began to envy the lot of 
the long-boat. They even began to murmur very 
foon, and our chiefs thought it prudent to feem 
defirous of fatisfying them. We therefore took 
the courfe of the channel. Two hours afterwards 
the wind blew freftier, and we thought we difcover- 
cd the appearances of an approaching ftorm. There 
was no body then who did not agree, that it would 
be a rafli thing to hazard fo long a paflage in fuch, 
veflels as ours, nothing being weaker than our 
boat, which made water every where. But as in 
order to go to St. Auguftin, we fhould have been 
under a neceffity of failing back again the whole 
way we had come hitherto, we came to an 
unanimous refolution to return by the way of Bi- 
loxi, 
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We therefore made fail weftward, but Could 
advance no great way that day, and were obliged 
to pafs the whole night in the boat, where there was 
far from room fufficient for all of us to lie at our 
whole length. On the twenty-feventh we encamp- 
ed in an illand where we found the cabins abandon- 
ed, the roads beaten, and the traces of Spanilh 
flioes. This ifland is the firft of thofe called the 
*Tortues ; the foil is the fame with that of the ifia 
aux Martyrs. I cannot conceive what men can have 
to do in lb wretched places, and fo remote from all 
manner of habitations. We continued to fail weft- 
ward, and advanced with a rapidity which could 
only come from the currents. 

We advanced likewife confiderably on the twenty- 
eighth till noon ; altho’ we had very little wind, 
the iflands feemed to ride poft paft us. At noon 
we took an obfervation of the latitude, and found 
ourfelves in twenty-four degrees, fifteen minutes 
north. Had our fea charts been correft we lhould 
have been at the weftern extremity of the 'tortues. 
It was pretty hazardous to truft ourfelves in the 
open fea, and had I had the management, we had 
left all thefe iflands on our larboard fide ; but our 
condudors were afraid of miffing the paflage be- 
tween them and the continent. They had all rea- 
fon to repent it, for we were afterwards two whole 
days without feeing land, tho’ we failed always 
north or north-eaft. 

Then defpair feized our crew, and a fingle 
fquallof wind, fuchaswehad often experienced, could 
have fent us to the bottom. Even a calm was at- 
tended with inconveniences, as we were obliged to 
row all night, and the heat was exceffive. The 
failors had reafon to be diflatisfied, the obftinacy of 
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a few men having expofed us to the great hazard 
we were in ; but the evil was already done, fo that 
we wanted fomething different from murmuring to 
fet us to rights. Since our departure to Louifiana, 
I could never prevail with moft of them to approach 
the facraments, and very few of them had fulfilled 
the pafchal duties. I profited of this occafion to 
prevail with the whole of them to promife to con- 
fefs themfelves, and to communicate as foon as we 
fliould come on fhore. They had fcarce promifed 
this, when the land appeared. 

We made ftrait towards it, and arrived before noon. 
On the twenty-fourth at noon, we were in twenty- 
fix degrees, fifty-fix minutes. We had ftill the 
view of the main-land, without being able to ap- 
proach it, it being flcirted with peninfulas and 
ifiands, moftly very flat, barren, and between them 
fcarce a palfage for a canoe or bark. What we 
fuffered moft from was the want of water, there 
being none upon them. The following days we 
were often ftopt by contrary winds, but found Ihel- 
ter every where, and fometimes a little hunting 
and filhing. Water was the only thing we could 
not find ; I made ufe of this delay to bring the 
whole company to fulfil their promife, to approach 
the facraments. 

It appears there are but few Indians in this whole 
country, only we faw one day four of them who 
came out towards us in a pirogue : we waited for 
them, but when they difcovered us, they were 
afraid to come any farther, and made what bafte 
they could back to the fliore. On the tenth, we 
were obliged to retrench the allowance of fpirituous 
liquors, which had been hitherto diftributed among 
the crew, there remaining but little, which was 
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thought proper to referve for fome more prelTin^ 
occafion j we began likewife to be very frugal and 
iparing of our provifion, efpecially the bifcuit, 
part of which was fpoiled ; fo that we were now 
reduced to the pure neceffary, having often for 
a meal but a handful of rice, which we were obliged 
to boil in brackilb water. 

This coaft is the dominion of oifters, as the 
great bank of Newfoundland and the gulf and 
river of St. Lawrence are that of the cod-fi(hes. 
All thefe low-lands,' which we failed along as near 
as polTible, are fkirted with mangroves, to which 
are ftuck a prodigious number of fmall oifters 
of an exquifite relilh •, others much larger and lefs 
delicate are found in the fea in fuch numbers, as 
to form (hoals, which are at firft taken for fo 
many rocks level with the furface of the water. As 
we did not dare to go to any diftance from ftiore, 
we often got into pretty deep bays or creeks, which 
we were obliged to coaft quite round, and which 
lengthened our courfe prodigioufly. But the mo- 
ment the land difappearcd, our crew thought them- 
felves wholly undone. 

On the fifteenth in the morning, we met a Spanifh 
fhallop, in which were about fifteen perfons. Thefe 
were part of a Ihip’s crew that had been caft away 
near the river St. Martin. This misfortune had 
befallen them about five and twenty days before, 
and they had but a very fmall fhallop to contain 
forty- four perfons, fo that they were obliged to 
ufe it by turns, and conlequently to make very 
fhort journies. This rencounter was to us a vifible 
interpofition of providence, for had it not been for 
the inftruftions which the Spanifh captain gave us, 
we had never found the right courfc to fleer, and 
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the uncertainty of what might become of us, mlaJit 
have prompted the mutineers amongft vis °to 
commit fome act of violence, or perhaps even of 
defpair. 

The night following wc were expofed to very 
great danger. We were all aflecp in a very fmall 
ifland, except three or four perfons who guarded 
the boat : One of them had lighted his pipe, and 
imprudently laid the match on the edge of the 
boat juft where the arms, powder, and provifions 
■were kept in a cheft covered with a tarpaulin. He 
fell afleep afterwards, and whilft he was in this 
condition the covering of the cheft took fire. The 
flame awaked him as well as his other companions, 
and had they been a moment longer, the boat mult 
have been blown up or fhattered to pieces ; and I 
leave you to think what muft have become of us 
being without any thing but a canoe, which could 
not have contained above one fixth part of our 
company, without provifions, arms, or ammuni- 
tion, in a fandy ifland, on which nothing crrew 
but a few blades of wild graft. ° 

On the morrow, being the fixteenth, the canoe 
left us and joined the Spaniards. We had the wind 
contrary, and could not advance but with the lead 
in hand, the coaft being fo flat and covered with 
fliarp flints in fuch manner at the diftance of fix 
leagues from it •, our boat, which drew no more 
than two feet water, was every moment in danger of 
ftriking her bottom out. We were ftill under the fame 
apprehenfions the two following days, and on the 
twentieth we encamped on an ifland, which forms 
the eaftern point of the Baye des Apalaches. All 
night we perceived fires on the continent, which 
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we were very near, and we had obfcrved the fame 
thing for fome days paft. 

The twenty-firft, we fet out in a very thick fog, 
which being foon difperfed, we perceived t|ie ha- 
or fea marks, which the Spaniards direfted us 
to follow. We did this by fleering north, and 
we faw that had it not been for this afliflancc, it 
would have been impoffible for us to have fhunned 
the fand-banks, with which this whole coaft is co- 
vered, and which are full of oifters. About tea 
o’clock we perceived a fmall ftone-fort, of a fquare 
form, with regular baftions ; we immediately hung 
out the white-flag, and immediately after were told 
in French to proceed no farther. 

We flopt, and immediately difeovered a pi- 
rogue coming out to us, in which were threepeople. 
One of them was a native of Bayonne ; he had 
been a gunner in Louifiana, and had the lame 
employment at St. Mark; After the common 
queftions, the gunner was of opinion, that the cap- 
tain of the Adour and I only Ihould go to fpeak 
with the governor : we went, and were very well 
received. This governor was a Ample lieutenant, 
but a man of good fenfe ; he made no difBculty of 
letting us bring our boat oppoAte to the fort ; in- 
vited our officers and the principal paflengers to 
dinnep ; but not till he had flrfl examined our 
boat, and had tranfported into his magazine our 
arms and ammunition, on his parole to deliver 
them when we fhould want to depart. 

This poll, which Monf. Delille has marked in 
his map under the name of Sie. Marie d' AfalacbCy 
was never known by any other but that of St. 
Mark. The Spaniards lormerly had a very con- 
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fiderable fcttlement here, but which was already 
reduced to a very low cftate, when in 1704 it was 
entirely dcftroyed by the Englifli of Carolina, ac- 
companied with a great number of Alibamou Indi- 
ans. 1 he Spanifh garrifon, conlifting of thirty- 
two^ men, were made prifoners of war ; but the 
Jndians burnt feventeen of them, amongfl; whom 
were three Francifean friars ; and of feven thou- 
fand Apdaches which were in this canton, and who 
had almoft all embraced the chriftian religion, 
mere now remain only four hundred at St. Mark, 
who retired hither from the coafl: of the Maubile, 
'''here moft of the nation now dwell. 

The forefls and meadows near the fort are full 
of buffaloes and horfes, which the Spaniards fuffer 
to run about wild, and fend out Indians to catch 
them with noofes as they want them. Thefe 
Indians are hkewife Apalaches, who had probably 
T-n ^ dilfance during the irruption of the 
Englifli, and who came back after thefe were gone 
away. Moreover, this bay is precifely the fame 
that Garcilaffo de la Vega calls, in his hiftory of 
Irionda, the port of AutL The fort is built on a 
jmall eminence lurro.nded with marfhes, and a 
ittje above the confluence of the two rivers, one of 
which comes from the north- eaft, and the other 
from the north-wefl:. Thefe are narrow and full 

of alligators, but for all that well flocked with 
fifli. 

Two leagues higher, on the river of the north- 
v/efl, (lands a village of the Apalaches, and ano- 
ther a league and an halt from the firfl, within the 
land. This nation, formerly exceeding numerous, 
and which, divided into feveral cantons, occu- 
pied a vaft e.xtent of country, is now reduced to 
Z 2 a very 
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a very low eftate. They have long fince embraced ^ 
the chriftian religion; however, the Spaniards put 
no great confidence in them, and in fo doing ad 
very wifely: for, bcfides that thefe chriftians, who 
have been deftitute of all fpiritual afliftance for ma- 
ny years, are only fuch in name; their conquerors •iadft 

at firft treated them with fo much feverity, that they F 
ought always to confider them as enemies not quite ' 
reconciled. It is very difficult to make good ®h)u 
chriftians of people, who were begun to be con- lull's 
verted by making chriftianity odious to them. ®n'p3i 

kuld 

We were told at St. Mark, that a refolution had ■ 
been taken to re-eftabliffi.it on its former footing, ftftdi 
and that they expedted five thoufand families : this 
is much more than the Spaniards of Florida are ®itO' 
capable of furniffiing. The country is charm.ing, fall 
well wooded, well watered, and it is faid, the more iy, a' 

you advance up the country, the more fertile the ‘I was 

foil. They confirmed to us in the fort, what the perr 
Spaniards we had met v/ith had told us, that the 'fell 
Indians at the Ifle of Martyrs, with their king . ipai 
Don Diego, were a good-for-nothing fort of folks, wlar 
and that if we had not kept ftridlly on our guard, aceol 

they had certainly played us fome fcurvy trick. Wcdii 

They alfo told us, that a Spaniffi brigantine had 
been lately caft away near the place, where we faw Wcf 
the four Indians in a pirogue, and that the w.hole fitic 

crew had been empaled and eaten by thofe fa* .iaku 

vages. 

Hie 

St. Mark is dependant on St. Auguftin, both in Iiife; 

a civil and military refpeft; as it is on the Ha- inj 

vannah in fpiritual matters. The chaplain, howe- „al 
ver, is lent by the convent of the t rancifeans of ijt o 
St. Auguftin. I rhet with one of them here, who 
was a very amiable perfon, and one who did us King 

con. 
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confiderable fervices : he gave us to underftand that 
the commandant of St. Mark intended to detain 
us, till he fhould lend advice of our arrival to the 
governor of St. Auguftin, and Ihould receive h s 
orders. I begged of this officer, that provided he 
had lufficient to maintain us all the time, we might 
be permitted to remain with him; as what provi- 
llons we had left, were fcarce enough to carry us 
to Louifiana. He acquitted himlclf extremely well 
of his commiffion, and the difcourfe he made, ac- 
companied with fome prefents which he hinted we 
Ihould offer the commandant, had all the effedt we 
hoped for from it. This officer, even frankly, of- 
fered us the guides we alked to carry us to Sr. 
Jofeph, which lies thirty leagues from St. Mark, 
and to which they advertifed us the courfe was very 
difficult to find. This obliged us to tarry the next 
day, and I was not difplcafed at it; as, befides that 
I was as well lodged in the fort as the Francifcan 
governor, (a diftindlion ffiewn to me alone, and 
which I owed to my habit) I was glad to furvey 
the parts adjacent to the fort. There is a way 
over land from St. Mark to St. Auguftin, the dif- 
tance ot which is fourlcore leagues, and the road 
exceeding bad. 



We fet out the twenty third in the morning, and 
on the twenty fifth about ten o’clock, our guides 
made us undertake a traverfe of three leagues, to 
get into a kind of channel formed by the continent 
on one fide, and on the other by a feries of ifiands 
of different extent. Had it not been for them, we 
durft never have ventured to engage in it, and fo 
had miffed the bay of St, Jofeph. However, we 
were out of provifions, and the difficulty of find- 
ing water encreafed every day. One evening that 
we dug ten paces from the fea on a pretty rifing 

Z 3 ground, 
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ground, _ we could find nothing but brackilli wa- 
ter, which w'e found impoffible to drink. I be- 
thought niyfeli of making a hole of a fmall depth 
on the very brink of the fea, and in the fand; it 
was prefently filled with water, as fweet and clear 
as if It had been drawn from the moft limpid 
ftream •, but after I had drawn up one quart of it, 
the fpring dried up entirely, from whence I con- 
cluded it was rain water that had been coilefted in 
this fpot, having found the bottom very hard; and 
I imagine that to be very often the cafe. 

After we had got a-head of the ifland, we ad- 
vanced under fail till ten o’clock. Then the wind 
fell, but the tide, wlrich began to ebb, fnpplied its 
place, fo that we continued to make way all the 
night.^ This is the firft time I obfcrved any regular 
^ tides in the Gulf of Mexico, and our two Spani- 
ards told us that from this place to Penfacola, the 
flux is twelve hours, and the reflux the fame. On 
the morrow the twenty fixth, a contrary wind kept 
us till evening in an ifland indifferently well wood- 
ed, ten or twelve leagues long, and where we kil- 
led as many larks and wood* cocks as we could de- 
fire : we alfo faw a great number of rattle-fnakes. 

Our guides called it the Ifland of Dogs; and from 
tne firft part of it we came to, they reckoned ten 
leagues to St. Mark and fifieen to Sl Jofeph ; but 
they were certainly deceived with refpeft to this 
laft article, there being at Icaft twenty, and thefe 
very Jong. 

On the twenty feventh ateleven at night, we ftnick 
upon a bank of oifters, which were about the fize 
of the crown of my hat, and we were about an 
hour in getting clear of it. We went to pafs the 
reft of the night in 4 country houfe belonging to a 

cap- 
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captain of the garrifon of fort St. Jofeph, called 
Dioniz, where at our arrival he told us ftrangenews. 

He aflured us that all Louifiana was evacuated 
by the French *, that a large veflel of that nation 
had appeared at the Illand aux VaiflTcau, and had 
taken on board the governour, direftors, and all 
theofBcers-, that after their departure, the Indians 
had maflacred all the reft of the inhabitants and 
foldiers, except a fmall number who had efcaped 
on board of two coafters ; that being in want of 
provifions, they had gone to the bay ot St. Jofeph; 
that thofe who came firft had been well received, 
but that the others were-not fuffered to land, for 
fear left fo many French in one body, might be 
tempted to make themfelves mafters of that poft, 
which we had formerly occupied. 

This whole account carried fo little probability 
in it, that I could not poflibly believe it, but 
was lb well circumflanced, and told by people who 
had fo little intereft in deceiving us, and who be- 
ing at only feven leagues diftance from St. Jofeph, 
might have daily intelligence from thence, that it 
feemed hard to get over allowing it had fome foun- 
dation, Moft of our people were in great confter- 
nation at it; and I even felt that thefe general pa- 
nicks touch the heart in fpite of all our endeavours 
and underftanding, and that it is impolTible not to 
feel fome fear amidft a number of perfons who are 
feized with that paflion, or to help lamenting with 
thofe who ftied tears. I could by no means credit 
what they told me, but for all that, I had very 
little confidence that it was not lo. 

However, our crew, in fpite of their defpair, 
finding plenty of provifions, and the domeftic fer- 
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vants of Don Dioniz very obliging, made good 
cheer all the reft of the night • next morning our 
guides took their leave of us, according to their 
orders. We had now no need of them, for be- 
fides the impoITibility of lofing our way to St, 
Jofeph, we met at the houfe of Don Dioniz, a 
Frenchman who was a foldier in his company, and 
formerly a deferter from the Maubile, who was 
grown weary of the SpaaiOi fervi' e, where he was 
dying of hunger, as he faid, tho’ he had good 
enoLign pay : we had no great difficu'ty to prevail 
with him to accompany us to St. Jofeph, and from 
thence to Louifiana, provided he were able to ob- 
tain bis difcharge. 

We arrived at five in the evening at St. Jofeph, 
were we were perfedly well received by the go- 
vernor. Here we met with tw^o large lhallopsfrom 
Biloxi with four French officers, who had come to 
claim fome deferters, but found them not. We 
had feen them on the day of Pentecofte, in a fmall 
veflel which was under fail, and went clo!e by us. 
They did not probably touch at St. Jofeph, and in 
order to conceal their being deferters, had given 
out the news which had alarmed us lb much the 
evening before. Two Francifeans who officiated 
in the chapel of the fort, being informed of my 
arrival, came to offer me a bed in their houfe, 
which I thankfully accepted. 

Moreover, I do not believe there is a place in the 
known world, where one would think there was 
lefs likelihood of meeting with men, efpecially 
Europeans, than at St. Jofeph. 1 he fituation of 
this bay, its fhores, the foil, every thing near it, 
and indeed every circumftance about it, render the 
rcafons of fuch a choice utterly incom 
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A flat coaft, and that quite expofed to all the winds 
that blow, a barren fand, a country loft and hid 
from all the world, and without the leaft com- 
merce, and without being fit for even an entrepot 
or repofitory, could only be chofen out of that 
jealoufy, which our fettling Louifiana has occafi- 
oned in the minds of the Spaniards. We had been 
guilty of this folly b.fore them, but this lafted 
not long. There is reaion to believe that they too 
will foon repent their choice, and that after they 
fhall have re-eftablilhed Penfacola, they will tranf- 
port thither every thing they have at Sc. Jofeph. 

The fort is not even fituated in the bay, but in 
the bight of a crooked point in which there is an 
ifland. This fort is built only of earth, but that 
well lined with palifadoes, and defended with a 
numerous artillery. There is alfo a pretty ftrong 
garrifon, an etat major complcat, and almoft all 
the officers have their families with them. Their 
hpufes are neat and commodious, indifferently well 
furniflied, but in the ftrects you walk up to the 
ankle in fand. The ladies never come abroad but 
when they go to church, and that always with a 
train and a gravity which is not to be feen any where 
but amonglt the Spaniards. 

Next day after our arrival, which was on the 
twenty ninth, there was a grand dinner at the fcr- 
jeant major’s. We had feen this officer formerly 
at Louifianaf and had treated him magnificently, 
fo that he was ravifhed with this opportunity of 
Ihewing his gratitude. 

He had entered into a particular intimacy and 
friendfhip with Monf. Hubert, who was then com- 
tpijfaire ordannateuvy a kind of furveyor, and who 



was 




Vvss then with us. We learnt that a daughter of 
his friend three years of age, and whom her father 
w’as conveying back into France, was no more than 
fprinkled, and he was therefore defirous the re- 
maining part of the ceremonies of the Sacrament 
of Baptifm fliould be performed here, and that he 
lliould ftand godfather. This was performed with 
great ceremony, and under a difeharge of the can- 
non j the godmother was a niece of the governor’s, 
who gave at night a magnificent fupper, and by an 
excefs ofpolitenefs, rare enough amongfl Spaniards, 
would have the ladies to be prefent at it. He con- 
cluded fo many civilities with furnifhing us with 
provifions to enable us to continue our journey, 
tho’ he had not as yet received the convoy which 
was to fupply him with provifions from the Ha- 
vannah, and had for that reafon refufed any to the 
officers of Biloxi: but our fituation had touched 
him extremely. 

We fet out on the thirtieth, with the two flial- 
lops, and were faU’tcd by the fort with five pieces 
of cannon. We advanced feven leagues that day, 
and came to an anchor at the mouth of a river 
which comes from a bay which opens to the fouth- 
eaft. Ac eleven at night the wind becoming fa- 
vourable, we took the advantage of it and failed 
weft north- weft; the whole coaft lies open to the 
fame winds for twenty leagues, as far as the ifland 
of Saint Rofe *, and there is not one place where 
you can be ffieltered from the fqualls or gales of 
wind which ffiould come large or full upon the 
ffiore. On the thirty firft at four in the afternoon, 
wc had failed thefe twenty leagues, and came to an 
anchor behind the ifiand, which inclofes the great 
bay of St. Rofc, *the entry of which is dangerous 
when the fea is high. Had we been but a moment 
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Jater.we fliould have been hard put to It, the wind 
changing fuddenly from north-eaft to foiith-weft, 
and the fea rifing fo high at the fame inftant, that 
it had been impoflible for us to ride it out. 

On the firft of June, towards two or three in 
the morning, the tide beginning to flow we rcim- 
barked, and after advancing a fliort league, en- 
tered the channel of St. Rofe, which is fourteen 
leagues in length. It is formed by the ifland of 
St. Rofe which is of this length, but very narrow, 
appearing to be covered with fand, but for all that 
not ill wooded : the continent is very high, and 
bears trees of all forts: the foil is almofl: as fandy 
as at St. Mark, but on digging even fo fliort a 
way into the ground, you meet with water. The 
wood here is very hard, but eafily rots. All this 
coafl fwarms with game, and the fea with filh. 
The channel is narrow at the mouth, but grows 
broader afterwards, and retains as far as the Bay 
of Penfacola half a league of breadth ; the cur- 
rent here was very ftrong, but favourable for us. 

Towards eleven o’clock, we doubled the Pointe 
any: Chevreuils, or Roebuck point, beyond which 
the bay begins. Here you turn firft to the north, 
and afterwards to the north-eaft. The fort ftands 
a Ihortld'ague farther, and you difeover it from the 
point aux Chevreuils. We arrived here at noon, 
and were much furprifed to fee it in fo bad a con- 
dition, and it appears to be pretty much negleded. 
The Sieur Carpeau de Montigni who commands in 
it, was gone to Biloxi, and we only found a few 
foldiers in it. The Spanifli fort which was taken 
two years ago by the Count de Champmelin, was 
behind this, and there remains nothing of it but a 
very fine ciftern, which is faid to have coft four- 
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teen thoufand plaftres building. Both of them 
Hand on the ifland, almoft dofe to the main land 
and not above fifteen toifes long 5 and the foil of 
which appear to be none of the bell. 

The bay ofPenfacola would be a very o-ood port 
were it not for the -worms which eat thro’ the bot- 
toms of (hips, and if its entry had a little more depth 
of waten But the Hercules, on board of which 
Monf. Champmelin was, ftruck upon it This 
entry is direftly between the^weftern extremity of 
St Rofe, where the Spaniards had alfo built a fort, 
and a reef of rocks. It is fo narrow that one Ihip only 
can pafs at a time: its opening lies north and fouth. 
Beyond the reef is another pafs, where there is 
only wat^ for frnall veflels, and which opens to the 
louth-weft. This is alfo very narrow. The an- 
chorage of Ihips in the bay of Penfacola, is along 
die ifhnd of St. Rofe, and is very good holding 



We fet out from Penfacola at midnight, and 
^out four in the morning we left on our right the 
Rio de los Perdidos: this river was fo named, be- 
cauie a Spanifh fhip was caft away in it, and all 
the crew loft. The ifland Dauphine is five leagues 
farther on the -left, and is five leagues long, but 
very narrow. Here is at lead one half of this 
iiland without a fingle tree on it, and the other is 
not a whit better.^ The fort, and the only human 
habitation remaining on it, are in the weflern part 
o It. Between this, and the IJle a Come, which 
is about a league didant, there is Icarce any water, 
p V j ^ another very fmall < ne called 

tjle Ronde, on account of its figure. We palled 
the night on this lad. 
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Oppofite, is the Baye des Pafcagoulas, where Ma- 
dame de Chaumont has a grant, which is not likely 
very foon to repay. the money advanced on it. 
There is a river of the fame name which comes 
from the north, and difcharges itfelf into the fame 
bay. Next day about ten o’clock, one of our fai- 
lors died of a quinfey. This is the only man we 
loft in our tirefome and dangerous paflage. An 
hour after we came to an anchor at Biloxi, where 
every body was aftonilhed to fee us. I went im- 
mediately to celebrate the Holy Mafs, to render 
thanks to Almighty God, for having fupported us 
amidft fo many fatigues, and delivered us from fo 
many dangers. 



I am, 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXXV, 

Voyage from Biloxi to Cape Frangois in St. Do- 
mingo. 



Cape Fratifois, September (3, 1722. 



Madam, 

I Did not venture to tell you in my laft letter 
what I had informed you of in my former, 
that you Ihould hear no more from me, till Ilhould 
arrive at Cape Francois, for fear I fhould not be 
able to keep my word, and indeed my apprehen- 
fions were very near being juftified by the event. 
I am, however, at laft arrived at this fo long de- 
fired harbour, having entered it at a time when we 
had almoft loft all hopes of ever feeing if. But 
before I enlarge upon the adventures of this voyage, 
1 muft refume the courfe of my journal. 

The firft news we learned upon our arrival at 
Biloxi was, that a peace was concluded with Spain, 
and a durable alliance agreed on betwixt the two 
crowns. One article of the peace was, the refti- 
tution of Penfacola, the news of which was brought 
to Louifiana by Dom. Alexander Walcop, an Irilh- 

mani 
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man, and captain of a veffel in New-Spain. He 
had embarked at la Vera Cruz on board a brigan- 
tine, commanded by Dom. Auguftin Spinola, and 
carrying one hundred and fifty men, and mounting 
fourteen pieces of cannon. It is given out here, 
that the Spaniards intend to make a great fettle- 
ment at Penfacola, and to tranfport thither the 
garrifon with the whole inhabitants of St. Jofeph ; 
and that D. Alexander Walcop is to be the gover- fPP’ 

nor, who is a man of an exceeding good appear* '”2 

ance, great piety, and extreme good fenfe. 

was 

D. Auguftin Spinola is a young man full of fire, 
and of a very amiable charafter ; his fentiments 
and behaviour fufficiently declare his high birth, / 

and are every way worthy of the name he bears. *P'^' 

He is lieutenant of the velTel, and has engaged to 
ferve three years in Mexico, after which he pro- 
pofes to return to Spain, and there to fettle. He 
was a good deal chagrined on being informed, 
that an Englifh interloper called Marfhal, had juft 
left the road of Biloxi, where he had been carry- 
ing on a confiderable trade with the French as he 
left it. This man would not have gone, faying he ® fu 

was not afraid of the Spaniards, had not M. de 

Bienville obliged him to it, not chufing to be fpec- *’tli 
tater of a combat, which our officers imagined 
would not end in the favour of the aggreflbrs though 
fuperior in force. We fliall foon fee if they were 
miftaken in this advantageous idea they had con- Prc 
ceived of Marflial. N 

ttiild 

Notwithftanding fome of the cornpany’s fliips ^ 
had brought in fome provifions to Louifiana, yet ’ssn. 

the fcarcity there was ftill very great, and the difcon- *ii b 

tent of the inhabitants encreafed every day fo much, 2itf 
that in fpite of all the care M. de Bienville took SJis 

to 

Vc 
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to make them eafy, nothing was heard of but 
fchcmes for deferting. Befides, the floop which 
we had met on the route from St. Mark to St. Jo- 
feph, all the Swifs, who were at Biloxi with their 
captain and officers at their head, having been or- 
dered for New Orleans on board a coafter, which 
had been extremely well vidlualled and fitted out on 
purpofe for them, inltead of fteering for the Miffif- 
fippi, had been feen with their colours flying, ftand- 
ing for the eaftward and it was not doubted, in- 
tended for Carolina, as being all proteftants, there 
was no probability of their flopping any where 
among the Spaniards *. 

Finally, I difcovercd on the 8th of June a con- 
fpiracy formed to carry off the Spanifh br ganrine. 
About feven o’clock in the evening, I got fccret 
information of it, and was alTured that before nine 
o’clock it would be put in execution, the com- 
mander of the brigantine not being ufed to go on 
board before that time. The confpirators were to 
the number of an hundred and fifty, and their in- 
tention was, if they fucceeded in their enterprize, 
to turn pirates. 1 immedi.itely fent to give notice 
of it to M. de Bienville, who was then at table 
with J). Auguftine Spinola, who rofe up th.lc 
inftant and went on board, and the major of 
Biloxi had orders immediately to go the rounds. 

From thefe different movements the confpirators 
perceived their defign had taken air, and the major 
could not obferve above four or five men toge- 
ther, who making off as foon as he faw' them, he 
was not able to lay hold on any of them, fo that it 
was believed I had given a falfc alarm ■, but befides 
that for fome time after, the foldiers and inhabi- 
tants were every day difappearing, fome of rhefe 

• We havefince learned that they have gone there. 

VoL. II. A a deferters 
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deferters being retaken, confelTed the confpiracy of 
which 1 had given information. 

On the 1 2th, one of the chiefs of the Tchac- 
tas came to inform M. de Bienville, that the 
Englilh had made them great promifes, to bring 
them over to their interelt, and to engage them 
to have no more commerce with the French. 
On this occafion the commandant gave a proof 
of his great dexterity in managing the Indians, 
He fo well cajoled this chief, that, by means of 
a few inconfidtrable prefents, he fent him back 
extremely well difpofed to remain firm in oilr 
alliance. This nation would have occafioned us 
great trouble, had they declared againft us ; the 
Chicachas, Natchez, and Yafous would have im- 
mediately joined them, and there would have 
been no longer any fafety in our navigating on 
the Mifliffippi ; even though thefe four nations 
had not carried all the reft along with them; 
which, however, in all probability, would have been 
the cafe. 



About the end of the month, an inhabitant of 
the country of the Illinois, who had been trading 
at the Miflburi, arrived at Biloxi, and gave an ac- 
count, that he and one or two Frenchmen more, 
having penetrated as far as the Odlotatas, who 
in 1719 defeated the Spaniards, in the manner 
already mentioned, had been very well received by 
them ; and that the goods they had carried along 
with them, had produced feven or eight hundred 
franks of filver, partly wrought, and partly in in- 
gots ; that fome of thefe Indians had accompanitd 
them as far as the Illinois, and had aflltred M. de 
Boifbrianr, that the Spaniards, from whom they 
had taken that money, got it from a mine at no 



( 355 ) 

great diftance from the place, where they encountered 
with them and that they had offered to conduct 
the French thither, which offer the commandant 
had accepted. Time will inform us, whether thefe 
Indians have been more fincere than many others, 
who for a long time had been endeavouring to 
draw the French amongft them, with this bait of 
their having mines, all which have hitherto proved 
only imaginary *. 

On the 2 2d, I embarked on board the Bellona, 
which fct fail on the 3 '^di. On the fccond of 
July, we reckoned ourlelves north and fouth 
of Penfacola, from whence we thought it beft 
to depart; becaufe the longitude of the mouth 
of the Mifliffippi is not, as yet, well determined. 
Since that time till the twentieth, nothing remark- 
able happened. We had then the fun direftly 
above our heads, and in our voyage from the 
Martyrs to Biloxi, had laboured under the greateft 
heats of the folftice, without being able to defend 
ourfelves againft them in any fhape, no more than 
againll the dews which fell during the nights in 
great abundance. Yet, would you believe it. Ma- 
dam, we fuffered much lefs from the heat in this 
feafon, than we had done in the month of April, 
before our fhip-wreck. 

Nothing is, however, more certain, and I then 
called to mind, that I had been often much fur- 
prized to fee perfons born within the tropicks com- 
plaining heavily of the great heats in France, 
We were in the fame fituation in the month of 
April, we then experienced the fame heats which 

• This mine has never been heard of fince that time. 
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are Felt in France and even in Italy ; in the month 
of July, during the dog-days, we had the 
fun above our heads, and the heat was cer- 
tainly much greater, but more fupportable. This 
difference does not arife from the winds, for 
we not only had them, but always have the 
fame in both feafons. Neither was it owing to 
their being more accuftomed to them, for we 
were not lubjeft to thofe continual fweats which 
had been fo troublefome to us in the month of 
April. 

We muff therefore fearch for fome other reafon, 
and this readily prefents itfelf to me. In the fpring, 
the air is ftill full of thofe vapours which have been 
collcdted during the winter. Thefe vapours, at 
the approach of the fun, are at firft fet on fire, 
and this is what occafions thofe unfufferable heats 
and profufe fweats with which we were opprelTed 
in the month of April •, we were almofl: always as 
it were in Balneo Mariae. Thefe vapours are dif- 
fipated in the month of July, and though the fun 
was much nearer us, the lead air of wind was fuffi- 
cient to refrefli us, by blunting the vigour of his 
rays, then almoft perpendicular over our heads ; 
whereas in France the fun never thoroughly dif- 
fipates the vapours, as he does between the tro- 
picks, at leaft they are here not near fo grofs, 
which is the caufe that produces, not only the dif- 
ference of heat, but likewife of the fenfation of 
that heat. 

On the twentieth, we difeovered the fame land 
of Cuba which we had feen feven days, three 
months before. Two things occafioned this de- 
lay. The firft was, the not being able to depend 
upon an obfervation, when the fun is fo high, be- 
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caufe at that time his rays make no fenfablc angle : 
on which account, when there is the Icaft fulpicioa 
of being near the land, faiJors dare not carry much 
fail in the night-time. The fccond was, that the 
captain of the Bellona was relblved to touch at 
the Havannah ; and, being perfuaded, that the 
currents fet to the eafl:, he made as much wtsA- 
ing as he thought necellary, not to ovetlhooc his 
port. 

He was, however, very near pafling by the Ha- 
yannah, without knowing it. 1 was told, early 
in the morning, that they faw land j I afked how 
it appeared, and from the delcription he gave me, 
I was certain, that it was Cape de Sed. They laugh- 
ed at me, and two oiBcers of the Adour, who 
were with us, were the firft to maintain that I 
was miftaken. I got upon deck and ftill perfifted 
in my opinion contrary to that of the whole crew, 
our pilots afluring us, that we were fixty leagues 
farther to the weft. At fun -fet I perceived the table 
of Marianne, but I was ftill fingular in my opi- 
nion 5 in the meantime we had a contrary wind, 
which obliged us to tack all night, ftanding out to 
lea-wards, and then afterwards, in towards the 
Ihore. 

On the morrow, at mid-day, we were ftill in 
fight of the two lands which had been the fubject 
of our difpute, when drawing nearer the Ihore, 
we perceived the Havannah before us, which gave 
great joy to the captain, he having a large private 
adventure, which he expedted to difpofe of to ad- 
vantage among the Spaniards. His intereft did 
not concern me ; but if we had been farther out 
at l?a, and had not had contrary winds during the 
■^3 3 night, 
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night, the rriiftakes and obftinaqy of oiir pilots 
and officers had coft us dear. The wind was fair 
for the Havannah, and about five in the evening 
we were about a league from it, when wfe fired 
two guns, one upon hoifting our colours, and the 
other after we had made a fignal with the enfign, 
for a pilot from the fort. 

None appearing, it was refolved to fend the 
canoe to alk leave to go in ; but it being now 
late, this v^as deferred till next day, and the whole 
night was fpent in tacking. On the twenty-third, 
an officer of the Bellona went affiore, in order to alk 
the governor’s permiffion to water and purchaft 
provifions in his harbour ; becaule we had not 
been able to lay in a fufficient quantity at Biloxi. 
This was only a pretence, which I did not then 
know, and the captain defiring me to accompany 
his officer, I thought myfclf obliged to comply 
with hih requeft. 

The entrance of the port of the Havannah lies 
north-weft quarter weft : on the kfc-hand, on go- 
ing in, is a fort built upon a rock, at the foot 
of which all vcflels muft pafs ; it is called the 
fort di4 More. It is a foiid building, and has three 
good batteries of brafs cannon, one above the 
other. On the right-hand is a row of baftions, 
which feemed to me to be newly finifhed^ or but 
lately repaired. The entrance is in this place but 
five or fix hundred paces in breadth, and is Ihiit 
up with an iron chain, which w-ould ftbp a Ihip 
for a confiderable time, till having Ihattered it 
with caunon-lhot they (hould be able to break 
through it. 



The 
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The paffage grows afterwards a little larger, 
till you come to the town, which is about the dif- 
tance of two or three hundred paces. The chan- 
nel turns from thence to the left beyond the town, 
which lies upon the right, and this is all I can lay 
of it, having been no farther. Tlie town takes 
up the point of a peninfula ; and the land fide, 
whicli is its whole length, is defended by a good 
wall with baftions. It has a very agreeable pro- 
fpedf, after you have pafTed the fort du More. 
The ftreets are well laid out, the quay large and 
in good condition, and the houfes, for the moft 
part, well built ; the churches are pretty numerous, 
and fome of them make a good appearance, 
but 1 did not vifit any of them. In a word, 
a town in which there is twenty thoufand inhabi- 
tants does not make a finer fhow, but the Ha- 
vannah, as I have been told, has not near that 
number. 

On my landing, I met with feveral failors who 
had belonged to the Adour, and of thofe who had 
gone both in the Ihallop and in the canoe. The 
firft informed me, that they had been five days in 
making this port, from the place where they were 
call: away, having been almoft the whole time in 
the moft immediate danger of perifhing. I had 
not time to learn, by what means the ficond had 
got there. But the furgeon who went on board 
our canoe at fort du More as our guide, took 
great pains to fhew me Marflaal’s brigantme, men- 
tioned in the beginning of this letter. He had 
call anchor along- fide of a floop fo very fmall that 
it could not contain above fifteen or twenty men, 
who, however, carried her by boarding. It muft 
be confefied, that the crews of t^he armed vefiTels 
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belonging to Cuba and the neighbouring iflands 
are very brave, our buccaneers having been 
enured to war : but confidering the difpropor- 
tion of force, the valour and cannon of the 
Englifh, thefe lad muft needs have been fur- 
prized. 

The governor received us coldly, and after ha- 
ving heard us, told us, that he Ihould have been 
very glad to have granted our requeft, but that 
the King his mailer had tied his hands, in parcicu- 
Jar, exprefsly forbidding him to receive into the 
harbour any vefTel coming from Louifiana. He 
added, that there were feveral places on the fame 
coaft, where we might (lop without any danger, 
and furnilh ourfelves with what refrefhments we 
flood in nted of. We were obliged to reft con- 
tented with this anfwer, and after paying a vifit to 
the redlor of the jefuit’s college in this city, I re- 
turned on board. 

Next day being the 24th, we were north of the Pan 
of Matanzas, and at half an hour after eleven op- 
pofite to the Rio de Ciroca^ where there is a Spanilh 
fetclement. But as the captain was refolved to try 
if he could fucceed better at Matanzas than he 
had done at the Havannah ; and we were Hill at 
the diftance of feven leagues from it, he turned 
to and £10 during the whole night ; and, on the 
twenty fifth, at break of day we found ourfelves 
at the entrance of the bay, which is two leagues 
over. 

But, before you go in, you mull firft double a 
point which does not advance very far into thefea, 
then rnake a weft courfe lor the fpace of a league, 

after 
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after which you perceive on the fame hand, being 
the right, another point, behind which lies the fort, 
I and a large quarter of a league farther than the town 
of Matanzas, between two rivers which wafli its 
t walls on each fide. About ten o’clock an officer 
was fent to the fort in a canoe, who did not find 
the commandant at home, lie informed the licu- 
E tenant of the pretended neceffity we were in ; but 

* this officer told him, he could not take it upon 

i himfelf to grant him the permiflion he demanded ; 

? that all he could do was to fend a courier to the 

i Havannah, to know the intentions of the go- 

i vernor of that city, who was his general; and 

1, that if this fuited us, we might wait at anchor 

£ on the other fide, where we Ihould be in more 

fafety. 

This anfwer, together with the declaration which 
the pilots then thought fit to make, that they could 
not undertake to carry the veflcl into the bay of 
Matanzas, by reafon they were not fufficiently ac- 
quainted with it, at laft determined the captain 
to continue his courfe, with all his adventure on 
board, for the fake of which he had made us lofe 
at leaft fifteen days of our moft precious time. 
The next day at fix in the morning, we had ftill be- 
hind us and within fight the Pan of Matanzas, 
from which we reckoned ourfelvcs diftant from 
12 to fifteen leagues ; and, on the 27th, at five in 
the morning, we difeovered the land of Florida, 
from the maft-head. 

Upon feeing this, we fteered north-north-eaft ; 
two hours afterwards, we fteered a little more 
eaftward, but at nine o’clock kept our former 
courfe, and found ourfelves in the real current of 
2 the 
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the gulph ; for we went like an arrow out of 
a bow. At this time we faw the Adour from 
the maft-head, whofe hull was almoft entirely un- 
der water, afid now pcrccired that (he was not 
caft away at the northcrnmoft of the Martyrs, 
as fome had believed ; for we were abreaft of her 
at half an hour after ten, and half an hour after 
one, the laft of thefe iflands was ftill to' the north- 
ward of us. 

About three o’clock, we faw from the tops a 
breaker, clofe along-fide of which our courfe lay, 
and fomcwhat farther a Ihoal, which run out in- 
to the offing. This fnoal feemed to be the end 
of the Martyrs, and in order to dear it, we 
fleered the remaining part of the day fouth and 
by eaft, the current ftill carrying us to the north- 
ward, and about evening we made a north-eafl: 
courfe. On the twenty eighth at mid-day, the 
pilot reckoned himfelf at the’ entrance of the 
gulph, being in twenty -five degrees thirty mi- 
nutes ; but, at half an hour after feven, fearing 
he was too near die land, be turned her head 
fouth-fouth-eaft till mid-night with a very good 
wind. At mid-night he continued his former 
courfe ; and on the twenty ninth we were 
out of fight of land. At fun-fet we reckoned 
we were out of the gulph, but for the great- 
er fafety we fleered north-north-eaft, till ten 
o’clock. 

During all the reft of our voyage, till our ar- 
rival at cape Francois, we had light winds and 
frequently calms. From time to time there arofe 
ftorms, when the fficy and fea were on fire, and 
the veflei lying aiong on one fide, went like the 
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wind ; but this did not laft, and rain of a quar- 
ter of an hour’s duration cleared the fky and 
laid the waves of the fea 5 which greatly re- 
fembled thofe perfon?, who are of a foft and 
mild temper, but are fometimes liable to violent 
fits of pafilon, which, however, are foon ap- 
peafed. I imagine that the currents contribute 
to calm the fea fo fpeedily after thefe violent 
agitations. They are indeed very fenfibly felt 
throughout all this paflage, and, befides, with their 
continual variation, dil’concert the moft expert 
f>ilots. 

0 

After leaving the gulph of Florida, the ftreight 
dourfe for St. Domingo would be fouth-eaft ; but 
the winds, which almoft conftantly blow from the 
eallern quarter, prevent this courfe being fleer- 
ed, fo that it is neceflTary to go as high as Ber- 
mudas, which it would even be convenient to 
make, if poffible, in order to be certain of the 
longitude. For want of this, veflels are fome- 
times obliged to go as far to the north-ward as 
the great bank of Newfoundland, that they may be 
fure of being far enough to the eaftward to avoid 
all thofe rocks which lie to the northward of 
St. Domingo. 

This great circuit, however, has not always 
been taken in going from the gulph of Mexico 
to this ifland. At the firfl; difeovery of the new 
world, after coafting along the northern fide of 
Cuba, as far as point Itaque, which is its eaf- 
tern extremity, about fourteen leagues from Ma- 
tanzas, they turned to the right, leaving cn 
the left all the I-ucayo iflands of which Ba- 
hama is the chief. This is what is called the 

old 
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old rtraits of Bahama, in which there is water 

for the hrgcft ftips but fo full of rocks and 
Ihoals, that at prefent it is only ufcd by fmall 
vcfTds. 

After having made the latitude of thirty de- 
grees and a half, our pilots reckoned them- 
fclves far enough to the eafl; to fleer fouth, 
without fear of falling upon any of thofe 
ihoals I have mentioned. They therefore fleer- 

ed boldly to the fouth, and in a few days made 
great way, failing continually upon a fine fea, 
and carried along by the trade winds. On the 
twenty feventh of Auguft the man who was 
looking out at the mafl-head, cried out Land, 
which occafioned a great joy, which, however, 
was but fhort ; for on his corning down and 
being afked if it was high land, he anfwer- 
ed that it was very low, confequently could 
be no other than one of the Caicoes or Lurk 
ijlands. 

We were very lucky in feeing them by day, 
for had we fallen in with them in the night, we 
muft have been infallibly fliip-wrecked and every 
perfon loft ; for thefe iflands have no banks, 
jTiDft of them are furrounded with reefs of rocks, 
which run far out to fea, between which there are 
fmall channels, where there is not water enough 
for a fhallop, Befides, they are fo very low, 
that they are not feen in the night-time, till one 
is upon them. 

But our having difcovered our danger did not 
lave us j the land which we faw before us feein- 

ed 
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cd a pretty large ifland and well-wooded in fe- 
veral places, which made us conclude it was 
the Grand Caicos, and confequently that we were 
forty or fifty leagues too far to the weflward. 
To gain our longitude, we muft, perhaps, have 
been obliged to Ifeer two or three hundred 
leagues to the northward, and laid our account 
with a voyage of five or fix weeks. But this 
was imprafticable ; for we had fcarce water 
and provifions for fifteen days, with the great- 
eft oeconomy. 1 he captain was prodigioufly 
embarrafled, he faw his pilots in the fault, he 
had reafon to reproach himfelf with having re- 
pofed too much confidence in them, and not 
having taken an obfervation himfelf, and with 
having conftantly preferred the opinion of the fe- 
cond pilot, a young blundering prefumptuous 
fellow, to that of the firft, who was a much abler 
and more experienced Teaman, and never had ap- 
proved their management. 

It was, in the mean time, necefiary to take a 
refolution on the fpot : had we met with a 

gale of wind at north, it would have thrown us 
wpon thefe low lands, where we mull all have 
infallibly perilhed. But as no meafure could 
be pitched upon which had not its inconve- 
niencies, the captain rcfolved to have the ad- 
vice of all the people. One propolcd a fafe 
expedient, which was to bear away before the 
wind for Carolina, where we could arrive in ten 
or twelve days, and there purchafe provifions. 
This advice was rejedled and another followed, 
which put all to the hazard, and Teemed to me 
to be foleiy infpired by defpair i and this was to 

coaft 
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coaft along the grand Caicos, till we came to tl« 
opening between all thele rocks and the Bahama 
idands. 

This is the paffage for all the veflels which 
return from St, Domingo to France, but then 
there is nothing to fear, for they can take their 
own time to enter the ftraits, and this paffage 
lying open to the north-weff, they are almoft 
certain of having good weather to carry them 
through it. But in order to enter on the fide in 
which we were, we muft reckon on the north* 
eaft, and it is a great chance to find the wind on 
that point. Thus none that we know of have as 
yet attempted this paffage. In fliort, we were rer 
folved to run all hazards, and 4 <^ew aeu the grand 
Caicos. 

Two hours after mid-day, we were no more 
than a cannon-fliot from it, and, perhaps, we were 
the firft, who without an indifpenfable ncceffity 
had ventured fo near it in a fhip. The coaft 
is, however, very clear, and about feven or eight 
foot high, fometimes a littje more, but and 
without any beach. The foil has not every where 
the appearance of barren. Geographers place 
this ifland direftly under the tropick, which 
was a point we could not examine into, it 
being then hazy weather ; but I believe k 
lies a little farther to the fouthward, for there 
certainly is not three degrees difference of la- 
titude, between this ifland and cape Franfois. 

We coaffed along the grand Caicos till four 
p’clock in the evening, having both wind and 

currents 
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currents in our favour. Then fending a man 
up to the maft-head to obferve what was before 
us, he foon came down, telling us that he had 
feen the extremity of the iflandj but that be- 
yond it he could difcover nothing but low lands 
interfered with channels in which the water 
appeared entirely white. Upon hearing this, we 
thought proper to tack, and lay the veflel’s 
head north-north-caft. At mid-night we lay 
fouth-fouth-caft, and it feemed as if the wind 
turned about at our pleafure ; but it was very 
weak and the currents carried us with great 

violence to the weftward ; fo that at break 
of day the low lands and Ihoals which we 
the evening before |faw fo far a-head of us, 
were now almoft as far behind us, and the 
paffage we were in quell of began to open. 

The moment now approached which was to 
decide our fate, and what gave us great hopes 
was, that the wind by degrees veered about 
to the north-eaft. At eleven o’clock we lay 
fouth-eaft one quarter fouth, and foon after 

fouth-eaft ; but the currents made us fall fo 
fall to leeward, that we fcarce'made a fouth 
courfe. At noon we had no o'ofervation, and 
the weflern point of the Caicos lay north quar- 
ter north-c.ift. At laft, in an hour’s time we 
were got into the paffage ; and I cannot bet- 

ter explain to you what appeared on the faces 
of all, in proportion as we advanced in the 
channel, than by comparing it to what hap- 
pens to thofe animals wliich are put into 

the receiver of an air-pump, and lie as dead 
when the air is almoft all extraded out of it. 
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but are reflored to life by degrees, when it is 
fuffcred flowly to enter again. 

We durft nor, however, flatter ourfelves with 
being able to make cape Franfois, which lay 
to the windward, but we could not mifs Port de 
■paixy or at leaft Leogane ; and after the extreme 
danger we had juft efcaped, we thought our- 
felves very lucky, provided we could get into 
any harbour. At mid-night, we had a pretty 
violent gale of wind at fouth, but of Ihort du- 
ration ; and next day about nine o’clock in the 
morning, we perceived the land of St. Domin- 
go, but could not diftinguifli what part it was 
all that day, it being very foggy. A veflel, which 
we reckoned from her appearance might be a pri- 
vateer, toolf us up good part of the afternoon : 
we prepared ferioufly for an engagement, or ra- 
ther to defend ourfelves in cafe we Ihould be at- 
tacked ; for we did not change our courfe to give 
chace. 

At laft we difeovered, fhe was only a fmall 
veflel, a hundred and fifty tons burthen at moft, 
and was probably more afraid of us. By her 
courfe we imagined flie had come out of Cape 
Franfois, and feemed to be deep loaded. I he 
whole night we made tacks to the north-eaft, 
with a little variation, which gained us ground, 
and as foon as it was day, we perceived to 
our great joy, that we were to the windward 
of cape Francois. We had a full view of it, 
and w'ere almoft clofe in with ir, but there was 
fo little wind, that we could not get in be- 
fore the fir ft of September, at four o’clock in 
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the evening. Since that time I have- not had 
as yet a moment to myfelf to give you an ac- 
count of this country; and this letter is afked 
from me to put on board a veflel which is bound 
for Nants. I intend to depart myfelf in fif- 
teen days for Havre de Grace, from whence 
I (hall have the honour to write you once 
more. 



I am, &c.^ 







Vot. II. B b LETTER 




LET TER XXXVI. 



Defcription of Cape Fran9ois in St. Domingo. 
Return to France, and the Authors touching 
in England. 



Rouen^ January 5, 1723. 

Madam, 

I Staid but a day at Havre, not caring to mifs 
the Rouen coach, and am come here to re- 
frefh myfelf after the longcfl: and fevereft voy- 
age 1 have ever as yet made at fea. I am now 
entirely recovered, and fliall make ufe of the fhort 
leifure my waiting for the Paris coach affords 
me, to finifh the account of all my adventures 
for thefe laft two years and an half I have been 
rambling over the different parts of the world. 

Cape Francois in St. Domingo, is the harboijr 
where the French carry on the greateft trade in 
all America. Properly fpeaking, it is only a bay, 
not quite a league in depth, the entrance of which 
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is very wide : but this entrance is encumbered T 

with reefs, in failing betwixt which too much 
precaution canhot be ufed. On going in, you nifc 

muft keep on your right along a point on whiclf ty 1 

is a redoubt mounted with cannon •, but it is cuf- of 

tomary before engaging in thefe narrow paffes, tere 

where two ftiips cannot go a-breaft, to get a pilot ha 

from the fort ; and in order to prevent the defire prae 

of faving a piftole, which is his fee, from occa- ttiins 

iioning people to rifk the lofing their veffels, it indce 

is very wifely ordered, that this fum fliall be foniei 

paid, even fhould they come in without his aflif- tlie v 

tance. tlie ( 

zone. 

The town ftands in the bottom of the bay, tteme 
upon the right fide. It is not very confider- tbt 

able, becaufe almoft all but thofe who are iradef- bi' 

men, fhop-keepers, foldiers, or inn-keepers, re- faidc 

fide in the plain, as much as their duty will fuf- tk; 

fer the officers ; the exercife of juftice, the ma- The 

giftratcs ; and the affairs of trade thofe who are more 

concerned in it, that is to fay, almoft all thofe who there 

are reckoned here people of credit : fo that, in who' 

order to fee genteel company, you muft go to the & 

country. I hus nothing can be more charming keel 

than the plain, and the vallies betwixt the moun- 
tains with which it is furrounded. The houfes h 

are nor magnificent but decent and conveni- y i 

enf, and the roads are in a ftreight line, of ihtm. 

a good breadth, bordered with hedges of ci- lybi 

trons, and fometimes planted with large trees, toeu 

and cut from fpace to fpace with rivulets of nil;) 

a clear frefh water. All the plantations feem dok; 

very well cultivated, and are indeed very fine hljQj 

pleafure-houfes : an air of eafe is every where jufj, 

to be feen, which gives a great deal of pleafure. vtjie 

This . 
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This plain is the north-weft extremity of that 
famous Vega Real, fo much fpoke of in the Spa- 
nifti hiftories of St. Domingo, and faid to be eigh- 
ty leagues in length, and by the famous bifhop 
of Chiappa, Bartholomew de las Cafas, to be wa- 
tered by five and twenty thoufand rivers. But 
founding names coft the Spaniards nothing ; thcfe 
pretended rivers are, for the moft part, no- 
thing but fmall brooks, the number of which is 
indeed incredible, and would render this royal plain 
fomething more delightful and charming thaa 
the valley of Tempe, fo much boafted of among 
the Greeks, if it did not lie within the torrid 
zone. There are even places where the air is ex- 
tremely wholfome, and heat fupportable, fuch as 
that where the town of St. Jago de los Caval- 
leros has been built ; and the fame thing may be 
faid of the vallies between the mountains, with which 
the plain of the Cape is bounded to the fouthward. 
They are beginning to be peopled, and will be foon 
more fo than the plain itfelf, on account that 
there are few fick people there •, and that thofe 
who come from other places foon recover of their 
diftempers, after all other remedies have failed of 
fuccefs. 

I was in all the plantations near the town, but 
had not leifure to make many obfervations on 
them. Befides, in the day-time it was extreme- 
ly hot •, and in the evening after fun-fet, mufket- 
toes and other fuch like infefts prevented me from 
walking far. Thefe infedts fix particularly upon 
new comers, who have a tenderer fkin and frefher 
blood. I have been informed, that in the Spanifh 
part of this ifland, they are free from this incon- 
venience 1 but in recompence we have no venom- 
ous ferpents, of which they have great numbers. 
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It has likewife been obferved to me, that a^ 
garden fluff, except lettuce, inuft in this ifland 
be renewed every year with feed from Europe. 

The mofl curious things I have feen here are 
the fugar-mills ; but I fhall fay nothing of them, 
as father Labat has treated of them in a much 
better manner than I can pretend to do. Next 
to the fugar, the greatefl riches of this colony con- 
fifls in the Indigo, which the fame author has 
likewife handled very learnedly. This plant has 
an irreconcileable enemy, which makes as great 
havock amongfl it, as darnel does among our 
corn. It is an herb called Mal nommee, and in 
fpringing from the earth carries a feed which 
fpreads every where. It grows in a tuft, and by 
its bulk, and prodigious fruitfulnefs, ftifles the 
Indigo in fuch a manner that it kills it ; fo that 
if it makes the leafl progrefs. in a field, it is en- 
tirely loft. 

The coafts of St. Domingo are not very plen- 
tifully fupplied with fifh ; but a little out at fea, all 
forts of them are to be found. Coming from 
I.ouifiana, we caught, in particular, a great many 
gilt-heads or bonettas, upon which filh our fea- 
men pretend to have made a very fingular obferva- 
tion. Which is, that when this fifh is catched 
before the moon comes to its height, its flefh is 
firm and of an exquifite tafte, whereas when it is 
taken in the wane, it is infipid, of no confiftence, 
and looks like flefli boiled to rags. It is true, that 
we experienced both the one and the other, in the 
two feafons ; but that this always happens, and 
that the moon is really the caufe of it, is what I 
cannot take upon me to affirm. 



We 
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We departed from cape Franfois in a merchant 
/hip belonging to Havre called Louis de Bourbon, 
and commanded by one of the ableft navigators I 
have known : but we were fcarce out at fea when 
we perceived that /he made water in two places, 
fo that during the whole palTage, which lafted for 
ninety two days, they were obliged to pump morn- 
ing and evening, which together with the fcarci- 
ty of provifions, which, indeed, had been laid in, 
in abundance, but had been by no means mana- 
ged during the fir/l month, occa/ioned our cap- 
tain to be frequently upon the point of touching 
at the Azores. We Ihould have been reduced 
to greater inconveniencies ftill, had we fallen into 
the fnare which a captain of an Engli/h /hip 
laid for us, whom we fell in with about half 
way. 

He had left Jamaica, in company with a fleet,' 
of which, as he faid, he had been at firft the belt 
failor ; but in loading his /hip, having been fo im- 
prudent as to flow all his provi/ions in the fame" 
place, it happened, that in proportion as thefe 
were confumed, his ve/iel loft her trim, and by 
degrees that advantage he had over the reft, fo 
that at laft he was left behind by the whole fleet : 
we met him, indeed, alone and going fo /lowly, 
that compared with him our veflel, which was by 
no means a flyer, went like a bird •, and he was afraid 
that his provifion /hould entirely fail him, before 
he could reach England. He told us his uneafi- 
nefs at this, and to explain himfelf better, invited 
himfelf to dine on board us. He was anfwered, 
that he fhould be very welcome, and our captain 
Ihortened fail to wait for him, 

Bb 4 
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During dinner-time the converfation turned upon 
our courfe, and he aflced us where we believed we 
were. The captain fliewed him, at which he ap- 
peared furprized. He aflured us afterwards that 
we were at lead two hundred leagues farther ad- 
vanced than we thought we were j which he en- 
deavoured to prove by the laft lands he had ob- 
ferved. This gave great pleafure to the moft part 
of our people, who were already very uneafy at fo 
long a palTage, and at being obliged to druggie 
continually againft boiftrous winds and a tempeftu- 
ous fea, in a very crazy veflel. But 1 hadfome fufpici- 
on that the Englifh Captain only faid we were fo far 
advanced, in order to induce us to part with fome 
of our providons. I communicated my fufpicion 
to our captain, who told me he was of the fame 
opinion, and contented himfelf with treating our 
gueft genteelly and evading his demand. He 
continued his courfe upon his own reckoning, 
which he found fo juft, that he entered the chan- 
nel the fame day, and almoft the fame hour, he had 
faid fome time before he would do. 

On the fecond of December, without any ap- 
parent neceflity, we went into Plymouth harbour, 
but our captain had certainly fome bufinefs there. 
We found there la Thetis a King’s frigate, which a 
gale of wind had entirely difabled, though it was 
her firfl: voyage from Havre de Grace, where ftie 
had been built. She was under the command of 
the Chevalier de Fontenay, who was bound for 
the American iftands againft the pirates, who had 
lately taken a great, many veflels. As foon as he 
knew I was in the harbour, he did me the honour 
of paying me a vifit, before I could have the op- 
portunity of paying my duty to him, and carried 
me on board his veflel, where I fpent in a very 

agreeable 
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agreeable manner, all the time I was in this 
port. 

Plymouth is one of the five large ports of 
England, and one of the fincft in Europe. It is a 
double one, and before you enter it you muft 
pafs under the cannon of the citadel. From thence 
you turn to the right, in order to go into the 
town harbour, which is the fmalleft, and there 
the Thetis lay at an anchor. You turn to the 
left, in order to enter the other harbour, where 
the King’s veflels are laid up oppofite to a mag- 
nificent arfenal. This harbour is of great ex- 
tent, and we anchored at its mouth, becaufe 
the wind was then fair to go higher up the chan- 



The town of Plymouth is of no great confe- 
quence, but the country about it where I frequent- 
ly amufed myfelf with walking, is very agree- 
able. I have not feen a richer country : the 

weather was very mild, the fields as green as in 
fpring ; and I faw fiieep of a monttrous fize 
feeding upon them. Their wool is very good, 
but their flefh being too grofs has a ba 1 relifh •, 
their beef, on the ocher hand, is excellent, becaufe 
it is very fat. 

On the eve of the Concepti n and all the 
day of the feftival, they never ceafed ringing in 
one of the two belfreys which are at Plymouth ; 
and though there were but two bells, 1 never 
heard ringing which gave me greater pleafure. 
I alked in whofe honour this was done ; for 
I fufpedled that it was not done in honour of the 
holy virgin, and was told that it was a cuftom in 
this country, when any one makes a great entc^- 
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tainment, to pay the ringers for their trouble I 
likewife obferved juft upon the harbour, and 
not far from the town, a large and very ancient 
building, which was made ufe of for an inn 
but did not feem to have been built for that 
purpofe i I was told, that it was the remains of 
a celebrated abby of the Benedidines. 

I Ihould have been well pleafed to take the tour 
of Plymouth and the country about it, but the 
Chevalier de Pontenay advifed me againft itj 
becaufe every thing was then fufpeded in England’, 
on account of the affair of the bilhop of Rochef- 
ter, which was flill recent. I could not, indeed, 
appear in my habit at Plymouth, or in places that 
were inhabited, without being expofed to fome 
infult, and it was too late to put on another drefs, 
feveral of the Englilh having feen me in my own, 
fo that I was reduced to the neceflity of walking on- 
ly in fome fields near the harbour, where nobody 
was to be met with. I had, however, good com- 
pany on board the Thetis. The Chevalier de 
Fontenay has been all over the world, and has 
befides, an underftanding extremely well culti- 
vated. I have feen and heard of him, inftance® 
of a generofity truly heroick. But what crowns 
all thefe eftimable qualities, is a great fund of 
religion and fincere piety. He feems to have 
communicated his fentiments to his officers, 
whom I faw almoft all of them prefent at the 
facraments, and nothing can be more edifying 
than his whole crew, by whom he is adored. 

At laft, on Chriftmas night, after I had cele. 
brated three mafles, we fet fail, and the whole day 
had a fair wind. Two frigates of fifty guns each 
had weighed anchor two hours before us, which 
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vpe foon came up with. This furprized me, be- 
caufe we did not fail very well ourfelves ; but 
what aftoniflied me ftill more, was to fee thefe vef- 
fels under fail, which, if I had not feen them get 
under way, I Ihould not have believed to be the fame, 
which appeared to be fo large in the harbour •, on 
which I was told this was owing to a particular 
conftrudion, and manner of rigging, contrived on 
purpofe to draw the pirates into a fnare; and 
that on this account they are called in the ftyle of 
failors des Attrapes Lourdeaux. In effeft, it is 
faid, that the pirates feeing them, and judging 
them from their appearance to be merchantmen, 
bear down upon them, as to a certain prey. But 
when they are engaged in fuch a manner as not 
to be able to extricate themfelves, they find whom 
they have to deal with, and are taken in the trap 
without being able to make any refillance •, fo 
that of all the nations of Europe, the Englifh are 
thofe whom the pirates (land moft in fear of, and 
whom they ufe worft when they can get them in- 
to their hands. 

The night following, we met with as terrible a 
ftorm, as I have feen for a long time in the Chan- 
nel. The next day in the morning, though the 
wind was almoft entirely fallen, the fea was ftill 
in fuch agitation as to terrify the boldeft -, we even 
Ihipped fome feas which put us in great danger ; 
one, in particular, came into the cabbin, when I 
was beginning to fay mafs, which prevented me 
from going on •, and when about noon we got in- 
to Havre de Grace, every one afked us how we 
had been able to bear up againft the tempeft, 
which had made its effe£ls be felt even in the har- 
bour. 



But they might have been ftill much mote fur- 
prized how we came to ftand it out, when two 
days after, our vcflel being hauled alhore, fell 
to pieces through rottennefs. This was the firll: 
news I heard after my arrival here. Judge you. 
Madam, on what tenure we held our lives on board* 
fuch a veflel, during a voyage of eighteen hun- 
dred leagues, in a lealon when the lea is always 
tn a fury j and what thanks we ought to render 
to Almighty God, not only for deliverino- us 
from lo imminent a danger, but likewife for keep- 
ing it from our knowledge, which alone would 
have been fufficient to make us die a thoufand 
times, through mere fear. 



I am, &c. 



FINIS, 
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Cafar, without Cuts, is alio printed in 2 Vols. 8vo. 
Price 10 s. 

' 9. Travels 



BOOKS Printed for R. and J. Dodslev. 

9. Travels through Ruffia into Perfia ; and back 
through Ruflia, Germany, and Holland, including 
an hiftorical Account of the Britilh Trade over the 
Cafpian Sea. To which are added, the Revolu- 
tions of Perfia, and a particular Hiftory of the 

Kouli, llluftrated with Maps 
and Copper- Plates. By Jonas Hanway^ Merchant. 
In 2 Vols. Quarto. Price 1 J. 10. s. 

10. A Colleaion of the beft and moft enter- 
taming Voyages and Travels. 7 Vols. 12 mo. 
Price I 1 . IS. 



II. A Map of North America. By Mr. Hujke. 
Shewing the French Encroachments upon the En- 
gltjh, and alfo the juft Limits of the Colonies 
ot both Nations, neatly engrav’d and colour’d. 
Price 5 s. 



' 12. A Didionary of the Englijh Language, 
wherein the Significations of Words are illuftra- 
ted by Examples from the beft Englijh Writers 
2 Vols. Folio. Price 4 1 . 10 s. An Abridgment 
of the fame Work, in which the Examples are 
excluded, is- printed in 2 Vols. 8vo. Price 10 s 



* 3 ’ ^ of the Middle Britifh Colonies in 
North-America, with a printed Analyfis of the 
fame. Qiiarto. Price 9 s. fewed. 



*4* The Five Books of Polybius, tranflated from 
the Greek, by Mr. Hampton. Quarto. Price 
I J. I s. 



15. A New Hiftory of the Eaft- Indies, ancient 
and modern, giving an Account of the Religion, 

Government, 



BOOKS Printed for R. and J. Dodsley. 

Government, Manners and Cuftoms, Natural Hif- 
tory, Revolutions, &c. of ihefe Countries; and 
alfo an Account of the Rife, Progrefs, and prefent 
State of the Commerce of the Europeans to the 
Indies, zVols. 8vo. Price lo. s. 

1 6. An Account of the European Settlements 
in America, 2 Vols. 8vo. Price 8 s. 

17. Conjunft Expeditions: or Expeditions 

which have been executed jointly by the Fleet and 
Army, from the Time of Cafar, to the Affair of 
Rochfort, &c. inclufive, by Thomas More Mo' 
lyneuxy Efq; Price bound 7 s. 6 d. 

18. Davila’s Civil Wars of Tranflated 

from the ItaliaHy by Mr. Farnwortby 2 Vols. 4to. 
Price bound 1 1 . 15 s. 

19. Travels into Mgyfty PalaJIine, or the Holy^ 
Land, Syria, Mefopotamia, Cyprus, and Candia, &c. 
By Richard Pococke, L. L. D. F. R. S. now Lord 
Bifhop of OJfory. Illuftrated with a great Num- 
ber of fine Cuts, 2 Vols. Folio. Price bound 
3 1- 3 s. 

20. Mifcellaneous Trafts, relating to Natural 
Hiftory, Hufbandry and Phyfick. Tranfiated 
from the Latin, by Mr. Stillingfleet. 8vo. Price 
fewed 3 s. 

21. The Works ol Tacitus, with Political Dif* 
courfes upon that Author. 'S.'jTbomas Gordon, Efq» 
5 Vols. i2mo. Price bound 15 s. 
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PRINCIPAL MATTERS, 



Contained in thefe two Volumes. 

N. B. The Letters mark the Volume, and the Fi- 
gures the Pages. 



A. 

^Benaquis. Of the village of thefe Indians at Beckan- 
court, i. 176. Of the Abenaquis village of St. Fran- 
cis, i. 190. Of the Abenaquis nations, i. 283. 

jtdour. The company’s fhip, the author goes on board 
her, ii. J12. This veflcl ill commanded, ii. 313, 

She fets fail, ii. 315, 316. Bad management onboard 
this velTel, ii. 318. She is caft away, ii. 319, fs’c. 

Akanfas. An Indian nation. Defcription of the river of 
Akanfas, different tribes of that people, ii. 245, 246. 
Mortality amongft thefe Indians, ii. 247. 

Algonquins. Of the Algonquin language, i. 283. The 
inferior Algonquins, i. 284. The fuperior or true Al- 
gonquins, i. 285. Charaaer of the Algonquin language, 
i. 300. Particular properties of that language, i. 3 '^*> 
302. Difference between the Huron and the Algon- 
quin nations, i. 303. Origin of the war between the 
Algonquins and Iroquois, i. 304, ^c. Confequenccs 
of that war, i. 308, 309. 

Ambaffadors. I'he manner of their reception amongft the 
Natche^, ii. 271, ^c. 

Americam. Differtation on their origin : opinions of ie- 
veral learned authors who have handled this fubjea at 
V0L.II. C c large. 



large, i. i, &c. To what this queftion may be reduced 

and how it may be anfwered, i. 47, dfrV, 

Anticojii^ Ifland of, its defcriptioii, i. 88. 

Apolache$\ an Indian nation, ii. 339. 

Arm, ofFenfive and defenfive of the Indians, i. 337, 338. 

Afl'ajffination \ in what manner it is puniflied amongft the 
Hurons, i. 3 3. 

AJJiniboHs, Indians, their charader, of the lake of the 
Afliniboils, i. 281, 

Auimoins. Jugglers of Acadia, ii. 178, 

B 

Baha?na, opening the gulph of Bahama, ii. 361-2. Courfe 
from thence to St. Domingo, ii. 363. Old Straits of 
Bahama, ii. 364. 

Baltze, Ifland of, ii. 293, 294. 

Bay^ St. Bernard, ii. 309. 

Bay of Mutanzas, its defeription, ii. 360. 

Bay, Hudfon’s : the nations in its neighbourhood, i. 
276, dsfr. 

Bay of the Tfonnonthouans, its defeription, i. 340. 

Bay of the Noquets, ii. 60. 

Bay of the Stinkards, or fimply the Bay : fort and miffion 
there, ii. 62. T he Indians of this bay dance the dance 
of the Calumet, ii. 70. 

Bayagoulas^ an Indian nation, ii. 284. 

Bank, (Great) of Newfoundland. Its defeription, i. 68, 
Caufesof the winds and fogs which prevail there, 
i. 70, Cfr. 

Beaver, See Caflor. 

Bcckancourt, its fituation, i. 173. River of the fame 
name, w'hcnce it has got that of the Jiinktng river, i* 
^ 74 - 5 - 

Bellona. The company’s veflel, the author embarks in 
her, ii. 3^3. The governor of Havannah refufes her 
entrance into his port, ii. 360. Miftake of her pilots 
in their reckoning, ii. 364. Their confufion in difeo- 
vering land; what refolutrcn they take, ii. 366. 
unexpefled fuccefs ; arrival at Cape Francois, ii. 
367, 368. 

Biloxi, Arrival at Biloxi, ii. 304. Defeription of the 
coaft and road of Biloxi ; origin of that name, ii. 

305, CJi- 
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Climate of Biloxi. Departure from thence. Remarks 
on its coaftv ii- 310, 31 1 . Return of the author and crew 
of the Adour to Biloxi, ii. 349. Second departure 
from thence, ii. 355. 

Buffaloe, of the hunting of the BufFaloe in Canada, i. 

20^5. Defcription of this animal, i. 204. 

Buffaloe^ Mufkcd, its defcription, i. 205. 

Birds, Of the principal kinds of birds in Canada, i. 238, 

Bears : Superftitious preparations of the Indians for hunt- 
ing that animal, i. 1 81, He pafles fix months with- 

out eating, i. 183. Manner of hunting the bears, ri- 
diculous ceremony when one of them is killed, recep- 
tion of the hunters at their return, i. 184, 185. Some 

particuJars relating to this animal, i. 186. 

C 

Caicos. Defcription of the great Caicos, ii. 366. 

Calumet. Of the Calumet of the Indians and its ufc, 
i. 320, 321. Of its origin, i. 322, 323. Defcription of 
the dance of the Calumet, ii. 67. Of the treaties made 
by means of that dance, ii. 70. 

Canada-^ falfe notions entertained of it in France, i. 121, 
122. Faults which have been committed in its fettle- 
ment, i. 125, ^c. Bad condu 5 f with refpe<a to the 
fur trade, i. 125, Of the licences and their a- 

bufe, i. 127, ^c. Alterations made in their money, 
i. 146. Difference between the Beaver of Canada and 
that of Europe, i. 151, 152. Lordfliips of Canada : 
commerce allowed to the gentlemen of the country, i. 
J72, 173. It is only known in France by its worft 
fide,’ exceffive cold which prevails there, i. 253, ^c. 
Happy condition of its inhabitants, i. 263. Its extent, 
i. 279. Of itsvines, i. 312. Why the treeshave not 
leaves as yet in the month of May^ i. 3^5* 

Canadians. Creols of Canada 5 their happy condition, i. 
263. Many of them know not how to profit by it, 
i. 264.x Good and bad qualities of the Crcols, i. 264, 

Canes in Louifiana, ii. 239. 

Canoet of bark, their defcription, L 294, 295. 

Carcajou \ how it hunts the Elk, i. 201, 202. 

Cc 2 Cjir- 






CG^dinalsy a bird in Canada, i. 240. 

Caribou^ defcription of that animal, i. 202. 

Cape Francois of St. Domingo, its defcription, ii, 1571, 
372. Of the plain of the Cape: obfervations on that 
colony, ii. 373. Departure from the Cape, ii. 375. 

CaJJina^ or Apalachina, a (hrub, virtues of its J^ves, 
ii. 305, 306. 

Cajlor, or Beaver, difference betwixt the leaves of Cana- 
da and that of Europe, i. 151, 152. Of the fkin of 
the Beaver, i. 152, 153. Its Anatomical defcript'on, 
^54* Of the green Beaver, and the dry Bea- 
ver, i. 157. Different ufes made of the fkin of the 
beaver, i. r58. Of the induftry and labours of the 
beaver, i. 159, fffr. Their forefight, i. 161, tfr. Of 
the land Beavers, i. 163. Hunting of thefe animals, i. 
164, Some remarkable particulars of thefe amphi- 
bious creatures, i. 166, 167. 

Cnjior. Of the iflands and nation of the Caftor, ii. 47, 

Cojloreum. What it is, i. 156. 

Catarocouy^ Rcfle£Hon on the fort of Catarocouy, and 
on the way that is taken to it, i. 292, 293. Defcrip- 
tion of the fort, i. 297. Route from that place to the 
Anfe de la Famine, or Creek of Famine; defcription 
of the country, i. 312, £ffr. 

Cedars. Two forts of in Canada, i. 247. White and 
red cedar, ii. 4. 

Chamh'y^ fort of, its fituation, i. 252. 

Charlevoix. (Father) Author of this journal, his journey 
from Paris to Rochefort: his danger on the Loire, i. 
63, 64. He embarks and fets fail, i. 68. Meets with 
a ftorm, i. 72, 73. His reception amongft the Poa- 
tewatamies, ii. 12. His departure from the Narrows for 
Michillimakinac, ii. 39. His adventure on the river 
St. Jofeph, ii. 98. His departure from fort St. Jofeph, 
Ji. 184. The news which he hears at Pimitcouy, he 
finds himfelf between four parties of the enemies, ii. 
205, 206. He is greatly embarraffed, ii. 207. Soli- 
citude of the chief of Pimitcouy for his fafety, ii. 2i0, 
2ii. He baptizes the chiefs daughter, ii, 212. His 
departure from the Natchez, ii. 270. Fie embarks on 
board the Aduur, ii. 312. He arrives at Havre dc 
Grace, ii. 379. 

Cats^ wild of Louifiana, ii. 242. 



Cha- 
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Chaouacheisy an Indian nation, ii. 292. 

ChapitoualaSy an Indian nation, ii. 287. 

Chetimachasy an Indian nation, ii. 284. 

Chicachasy an Indian nation, ii. 243. River of the Chi- 
cachas, ii. 244. 

Chi^s^ ot the Indians: remarks on their names, ii. 23. 
Of the order of fucceflion and ele£Iion of thefe chiefs : 
of their power, ii. 23, 24. Of the war-chiefs, ii. 25. 

Citronsy of the narrows, ii. 17. 

Colapiffasy an Indian nation, ii. 285. 

Collars^ of Porcelaine or Wampum : their ufe amongft 
the Indians, i. 319, 320. 

Cottony on a tree of Louifiana, ii. 253. Obfervation on 
the root of that tree, ii. 283. 

Councily held by three Indian nations, with the comman* 
dant at the Narrows ; refultof it, ii. 8, C5fr. Of the af- 
fiftants or counfellors at the Indian councils, ii. 24. 
Wifdom of thefe councils; of the orators who have 
right to fpeak in them, ii. 26, 27. 

Currents. Obfervation on thofe in the lakes of Canada, 
ii. 78. Great currents between the Martyrs and the 
Turtle iflands, ii. 334. 

Cuba. Defcription of the Northern coaft of that ifland, 
ii. 3x7. 

Cyprefsof Louifiana: obfervation on its virtues, ii. 283. 
fea; their defcription, andfiflieryof them, i. 226. 

Cold. Exceflive in Canada, i. 254, 255. Inconvenien* 
cies occafioned by it, i. 256. Reflexions on the caufes 
of this great cold, i. 257, fsfr. 

Compafsy Obfervation on its variations, i. 96. 

putrified ; ufe made of it by the Indians, ii. 124. 

Crnv of the Adour ; meafures they take for their fafety, 
ii. 321. Are fufpeXed by the paflTengers, ii. 323, 324. 
Their diforder, ii. 325. DiflTention which follows ; 
refolution of the officers, ii. 327. An Englifh (hip en- 
deavours in vain to aflift them, li. 328. Deliberate 
what to do, they divide; greateft part return to Biloxi, 
ii. 332, 333. Their defpair, provifions fail them, ii. 
334» 335 * Meet with fome (hipwreckt Spaniards ; 
danger of being utterly loft, ii. 336, 337. Arrive at 
St. Mark of Apalache, ii. 338, 339. Departure from 
that place, ii. 341. Are falfely alarmed, ii. 343. Ar- 
rive at St.Jofepb, ii. 344. Departure from thence. 
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lu 346. Arrive at Penfacola,] ii. 349. And at Biloxi, 
ii. 348. 

Cod, And its fifhery, i. 73, 

^ D. 

Dance of fire, amongft the Indians, its defcription, u 
347. Story on that fubj^^ i. 348. 

Dancf , of the Calumetj its defcription, ii. 67, fcfc. Of 
the treatlfcv^ made by means of that dance, ii. 70. O- 
ther dances, ii. 7/. Dance of the Buffalo, ii. 72. 
Dances prefcribed by the'phyficians, ii. 72. 

Deluge, i’radilioii of a deluge among the Indians, ii. 
228. 

Defcripthn of the great bank of Newfoundland, i.68, 

Of a ftorm, i. 72, 73. Of the ifland of Aniicofti, i. 
88, Of Quebec, i. 09, ^ Of the mifllon of Lo- 
retto, i. ii6, tffr. Of the town of the Trois Rivierer, i. 
178. Of the Elk, i. 197, 198. Of the wild Buf- 
falo, and the mufk Buffalo, i, 204, 205. Of the ifland 
and city of Montreal, i. 2*3. 214. Of thefea-wolf, 
i. 222, 223. Of the Rapides in the river 6t. Lawrence, 

i. 292, 293. Of the bark canoes, i. 294, 295. Of the 

fort of Catarocouy, i. 297. Of the fouthcrn coaft of 
lake Ontario, i. 32b, 327. Of the Snow-Shoes and 
carriages for baggage, i. 335, 336. Of the river of 
Cafconchiagon, i. 3^9. Of the bay of the TTonnontho- 
iians, i* 340. Of the river of Niagara, i. 3.41. Of 
the country in the neighbourhood of that river, i. 345, 
346. Of fire- dance, 1.3^7. Of the falls of Nia- 
gara, i. 353, i 3 c. Of lake Erie, ii. 2. Of lake Su- 
perior, ii. 43. Of the dance of the Calumet, ii. 67, 
^V. Of the Feftival of dreams, ii. 159, Of the 

Theakiki, ii. 197, 19S. Of Kafkafquias, ii. 221. Of 
the Mifiiiippi above the Illinois, ii. 224, ^c. Of the 
country of (he Natchez, ii. 25?, ^c. Of the great 
village and temple of the Natchez, ii. 253, ^c. Of a 
feftival among the Natchez, ii. 266. Of new Orleans, 

ii. 275, 276. Of the river and village of the Toni- 

cas, ii. 279, 280. Of the mouths of the Miflifippi) 
ii. 294, Of the coaft road and port of Biloxi, 

ii. 304. Of the northern coaft of Cuba, ii. 317. 
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the iflands of the Martyrs, h. 329. Of the country 
of Apulache, ii. 339. Of St. Jofeph, ii. 34.4. Of 
the bay of Penfacola, iu 348. Of the port of Havanna, 
ii. 358, 359. Of the bay of Matanzas, ii. 368. Of 
the grand Caicos, ii. 366. Of Cape Francois, ii. 372. 
Of the harbour of Plymouth, ii. 377. 

Defertions frequent in Lowifiana, ii. 352. 

Doradoes^ or Giltheads, a fi(h ; obfcrvation on them, ii. 

374 - 

DonDUpOy Cacique of the Indians of the Martyrs, pays a 
vifit to the French (hipwreckt in the Adour, ii. 330. 

His authority s he refufes the French guides to St. 

Auguftin, ii. 331. 

Death. What palfes at the death of the Indians, ii. 185, 
186. 7'heir generofity with refpedl to the dead; fu- 
nerals, tombs, apparitions, ii. 186, ^c. Different 
cuftoms with refpeci to the dead, ii. 1 89. What pafles 
after burial; of their mourning, ii. 190. Notions of 
the Indians about thofe who die a violent death, ii. 192. 
Of the feftival of the dead, ii. 193. Manner of la- 
menting the dead amongft the Illinois, ii. 210. 

Dreams^ Of their nature according to the Indians, ii. 156. 
Story on that fubjedi, ii. 15 7> ^5^* Manner in which 
they diiengage themfelves from a dream, when it would 
be too troublefome to fulfil it, ii. 158, 159* 
feftival of dreams ; defeription of one of thofo feftivals, 
ii* 159> 

E. 

Eclipfes. The Indians opinion of them, 11.231. 

EriL Defeription of lake Erie, ii. 2. Of the northern 
coaft of that lake, ii. 3. 

Efkimeauxj Indians; their charadler and cuftoms, i. 273. 

Eagles of two kinds in Canada, i. 237. 

£■//?; defeription of that animal, i. 197. When it ought 
to be hunted, i. 199. Different methods of hunting 
it, i.20, 21. How the Canajou hunts i. 20!,*3p^. 

Eels\ of thefifheryof eels in Canady, i. 261, 262. 

Enghjh. Difference between the French and Englifli colo- 
nies, i. 113. Fruitlefsoppofitionofth« Englifh to a fet- 
Cc4 dement 
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tlement on the river Niagara, i. 344, 345, Englifli 
fhip attempts in vain to aflift the crew of the Adour, 
ii. 328. Englifii interloper at Biloxi; his fate, ii! 

352. They endeavour to draw our allies from us, ii,' Go} 

354. Rencounter with an Englifli captain, his cun- 
ning, ii. 375 - Artifice of the Englifli to furprize pi- I 

rates, ii. 379. 7 

ai 

F. c;«. 

pi 

Famine. Route from Catarocouy to the Anfe de la Fa- ri 

mine, or Creek of famine, {.312, &c. Defcription Cm 

of that place, i. 312, fjfr. Feftival of the dead among Si 

the Indians of Canada, ii. 192, fS’r. Feftival of the li 

Natchez, ii. 266. tl 

F/re. Defcription of the fire-dance : ftory on that fub- 6 k 

jea, i. 347. Religion of fire throughout Florida, ii. i 

273. 

Florida. Inconveniencics of the coaft of Florida, ii. 

335. 

Fountains, Angular, i. 340. Hot 

Forejls of l/ouifiana, ii. 245. 

French. Difference between the French and Englifli co- 111 

lonies, i. 113. French deflitute of fpiritual fuccours Bk 

among the Natchez, ii. 278. Their frequent defer- ii, 

tions in Louifiana : confpiracy of fome of them difco- 
vered, ii. 352, 353. Ih, 

Funerals, of the Indians of Canada, ii. 187. Bm 

Fajls, of the Indians, il 148. Hr 

Fall of Montmorency, i. 100. f/sr, 

/in!/ at the Recollet, i. 217. Isr 

Fall of St Lewis : Iroquoife village at that fall, i, 218. i, 

Origin of that fettlement, i. 269, 270. Religious Di 

zeal of its firft inhabitants, i. 271. an 

Fijh. Of thofe that are found in the gulph and river of rf 

St Lawrence, i. 233, i^c. Fifli peculiar to Canada, c, 

237* Fifti armed j its defcription, how it hunts nj 

birds, i. 234, 235. (1, 

Furs. Bad condud with refpeft to the Fur- trade, i. 124, tj, 

^^0. Of what is called thefmall furs or Peltry, i. 208, Jr 

U. 

, ii 

G. Gaffej. 
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O. 

Gafpey, Bay and point of that name, i. 86. 

Geniij good and evil according to the Indians, ii. 144. 
Difpofitions required to have a tutelary genius, ii. 145, 
The Indians change fometimes their tutelary genius 5 
and why, ii. J47. of evil Genii, ii. 165. 

Gin-Seny, Of that of Canada, ii. 99. Gulph in the 
place of a mountain rooted up, i. 93. Gulph in the 
river Miflifippi, ii. 252. 

Games. Of the game of the Platter or the Bones, ii. 13. 
Superftitious ufe of this game for the cure of the fick, 
ii. 15. Game of the ftraw, and other games ufed by 
the Miamis, ii. 102, 

Ghojis. From what reafon the Indians believe in them, 
ii. 188. 



H. 

Havanna. Defcription of the harbour of Havanna, ii. 
358, 359. The governor of that place refufes a French 

ftiip the liberty of entering his port, ii. 360. 

Hebrews. Refemblance of the Indians to the Hebrews, 
ii. 150. 

Hontan^ (Baron de la) L)», which he tells on account of 
the fair of Montreal, i. 200. 

Horun^ (George de) His opinions about the origin of the 
Americans, 32, i^c. 

Hurons. An Indian nation : of the people of the Huron 
language, ii. 288. Characler of the Huron language, 

i. 299. Remarkable things of that language, i. 300. 

Difference between the people of the Huron nations, 
and thofe of the Algonquin nations, i. 303. Original 
of the war betwixt them and the Iroquois, i. 304, ^c. 
Confequences of that war, i* 307, Extraordi- 

nary diftempers of a Huron woman : ridiculous me- 
thods ufed for her cure, i. 349, In what difpofi- 

tion the author finds the Hurons of the Narrows, ii. 1 1. 
In what manner they punifti affaflination, ii. 33. 

Hair. Why the Indians have no hair on their bodies, 

ii. 91. 

L 



Jefults. Defcription of their college at Quebec, i. io6, 

107, 

Illinois^ an Indian nation ; their origin appears to be the 
fame with that of the Miamies, i. 287. River of the 
Illinois, ii. 199. Reception they give to prifoners, ii. 
201, Manner in which they burn them, ii. 203, 

Remarks on their parties of war, ii. 203. Mournful 
fongs of thefe Indians, ii. 204. Remarkable ftory of 
one of their chiefs, ii; 208, 209. Manner of lament- 
ing their dead, ii. 210. Different tribes of thefe In- 
dians, ii. 227, 228. Ulefulnefs of the port of the 
Illinois, ii. 23 236. Diftinguifliing marks of the 

Illinois warriors, ii. 243. 

Indians^ Devotion of the chriftian Indians of Loretto, i. 
117, ii8. Preparations and fu peril itious praftlces of 
the Indians, for hunting the bear, i. 180, Man- 
ner of their hunting that animal : ridiculous ceremony 
when they have killed a bear, i. 184, 185. Reception 
of the hunters at their return, i. 185. Of their hunt- 
ing dogs, i. 187. They marry the net before they 
ufc it, i. 236. Cftaradter of the Indians about Hud* 
fon’s bay, i, 276, &c. Oi the northern Indians of 
Canada, i. 284. Of the other Indians of Hudfon’s 
bay, i. 2S6, 287. Manner of declaring war among 
the Indians, i. 315, 316. Motives which engage them 
to war, i. 327, 328. SctJVar. 

Indians, Their notion of courage, i. 332. Caufe of 
the barbarity they exercife towards their prifoners of 
war, i. 375. 'J'l^eir dexterity in negotiation, i. 380, 
l^c, Indians of Canada, why more eafily converted 
than civilized Jiaiions, ii. 20. General idea of their 
government, ii. 21. Divifionof the nation into tribes, 
ii. 21, 22. Obfervation on the names of the chiefs : 
of the fucceffion and eleftion of thofe chiefs and their 
power, ii. 23, 24. Of the afliftants or counfellors of the 
body of th? elders of the war chiefs, ii. 24, 25. Power 
the women in Tome nations, ii. 25, 26. Wifdom 
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of their councils : their orators, ii. 26, 27. Of the 
government of villages ; its defeats ; th.eir caufcs, ii. 
29. Of their fenfibility of the point of honour, ii. 
36. Cafe of the young Indians in adorning them- 
felves, ii. 40, 41. Indian fable about lake Superior, 
ii. 44, 45. Their traditions about Michillimakinac, 
ii. 45. Their Marriages, ii. 48, &c. Jealoufyof the 
Indians, ii. 50. Of the impofing this name amongft 
them; remarks upon it, ii. 55, 56. The Indians of 
the bay dance the Calumet, ii. 67. Superftition of the 
Indians bordering on the bay, ii. 73 > 74 * Different 
nations to the northward and the weftward of Canada, 

'**• 74> 75- . . . , u • 

Indians of Canada ; their perfonal appearance ; their 

ftrength ; their vices, ii. 78, 79. Wfsy they do not 
cncreafe; advantages they have over us, ii. 80, 81. 
Their eloquence, ii. 83. Their memory, penetration, 
and judgment, ii. 83, 84. Their greatnefs of foul, 
ii. 84. Their conftancy under pain ; their valour, ii. 
84, Their regard for one another, ii. 86, 87. 

Their fiercenefs and other faults ; of the qualities of 
the heart, ii. 87, 88. Inftanccs of the little natural 
affe£tion children have for their parents 5 particular fo- 
cicties amongft them, ii. 89^ 9^* their colour; 

why they have no hair on their bodies, ii. 90, 91. 
Their fecrefy with refpe£l to the fimples and mines of 
their country, ii. loi. Dreadful coqfequences of 
drunkennefs amongft them, ii. 105, 106. Their hap- 
pinefs, ii. 107. Contempt of our manner of life, ii. 
ic 8 . Care the Indian mothers take of their children ; 
ridiculous fhapes which fome of them give them, ii. 
109, Ufc. What ftrengthens and renders them fo well 
made ; their firft exercifes and the emulations amongft 
them, ii. 114. To what the education given them 
may be reduced to, ii. ii4> Their pallions,. ii. 

1 15. Their drefs, ii. 116, 117. In what manner they 
prick their whole bodies, ii. 118. How and for what 
purpofe they paint their faces, ii. 1 19. Ornarnents of 
the men, of the women, ii. 119, 120. Their occu- 
oations ; of the culture of the land ; of feed-time and 
harveft, ii. 12 1, 122. Of the different grains and 
pulfe they cultivate, of their manner of dreffing them ; 
of their other victuals, ii. 123, 124. Labours of the 

men 



men and women, ii. 125, 126. Their utenfils j form 
of their villages, ii. 126, 127. Their manner of for- 
tifying them, ii. 128. Of their winter encampments, 
and what they fulFer in them, ii. 129, Their 

naftinefs, ii. 133. Inconveniences which fummer oc- 
cafions them, ii. 134. T heir charafler in brief, ii. 
136, £sfr. Origin of mankind according to the Indians, 
ii. 141, Their notion of fpirits, ii. 143, 144. 

Their facrifices, ii. 148. Their fafts and vows, ii. 
148, 149. Refemblance of the Indians to the Hebrews|; 
their priefts, ii. 150, 151. Indian veflals, ii. 151. 
Their opinion of the immortality of the foul, of what 
becomes of it after it is feparated from the body : why 
they carry viduals to the tombs, ii. 152, 193. Prefents 
which they make to the dead, ii. 153. How they pre- 
tend to merit eternal happinefs, ii, 154, 155. Their 
notion of the fouls of beads, ii. 155, Of the nature 
of dreams according to them, ii. 156, Ordinary 
difeafes amongft thefe people, ii. 176, &c. Ufe 
they make of their fimples, ii. 173. Divers other 
remedies they ufe, ii. 174, 175. Principles on which 
their medicine is founded ; their extravagant notion of 
difeafes, ii. 176, 177. What pafles at their death, ii. 
189. Their generofity to the dead of their funerals 
and tombs, ii. 186, 187. Their notion of ghofts, ii. 
188. Their different practices with refpedt to the 
dead, ii. 189. Their notion of thofe who die a vio- 
lent death, ii. 192. The pains they take to furprize 
their enemies, ii. 216. Traditions of the fin of the 
lirft woman, and the deluge amongft the Indians, ii. 
228, 229. Their notion of the ftars, how they know 
the north when the Iky is overcaft, ii. 230. Their 
notion of eclipfes and thunder, ii. 231. T heir manner 
of dividing time, ii. 232, 233. On the iflands of the 
Martyrs ; what paffes between them and the French 
that were fhipwrecked, ii. 322. Embarraflmcnt on 
their part, ii. 325. Who thefe Indians were, ii. 
326. 

Indigo of Louifiana, ii. 255;. 

Iroquois of the Fall of St. Lewis and the mountain ; diforders 
amongft them occafioned by brandy, i. 219. Origin 
of their fettfement at the F^l of St. Lewis, i. 269, 270. 

5 Reli- 



INDEX 



Religious zeal of the firft inhabitants of that colony, I, 
271. Policy of the Iroquois, ii. 28. 

IJland of Birds, i. 85. 

ifle aux Coudresy its fituation, i. 93, 

ijle of Orleans y i- 97- 

Ips of Richelieu and St. Francis, i. 189, 190. 

Ip of Jifusy i. 216. 

Ipi of St. Peter, i. 83. 

Jugglers of Canada, ii. 167, 168. Theirtricks, ii. 168. 

Inftallation of the Jugglers, ii. 171. Impoftures 
of the Jugglers, their cruelty to fick perfons when 
given over, ii. 177. Jugglers of Acadia called Aut- 
moins, ii. 178. Jugglers of the Natchez, ii. 270. 

K. 

KapafquiaSy defcription of it, ii, 221, 222. 

Klca^ous, an Indian nation, i. 287. 



L. 



Lakes of Canada, obfervation on their currents, ii. ‘78* 

Lake of Pontchartrain, ii. 312. 

Lake of St. Peter, i. 177. 

Lake of the Afliniboils, i. 282. 

Lakes, flux and reflux of thofeof Canada, i. 314. 

Lake Superior, its defcription, ii. 43, 44. Indian fable 
about that lake : mines of copper on its banks, ii. 44, 

Laet, (John de) what he thought of the opinions of fa- 
ther Acoffa, L#efcarbot, Brerewood, and Grotius, of 
the origin of the Americans, i. 1 1 , His quarrel 
with Grotius on that fubjedl, i. 16, (3’r. His own 
opinion, i. 27, i^c. What he fays of that of Mo- 



raez. 



1. 31. 



Languages oi Canada. The Huron language; the Al- 
gonquin language ; charaaer of thofe two languages, i. 

- 299, 

Lawy (M.) his grant at the Akconfas, ii. 247. 

LoreVo, village in Canada; defcription of his million in 
that place: zeal of the Indians in that place, i. 116 

Louifiana. 



Louiftana. Fruit trees of that country, ii. 223. Its fo- 
refts, ii. 345. Where the fettlements ought to be 
placed, ii. 298. Caufe of the unjuft notion enter- 
tained of it in France, ii. 300. Defertions frequent 
in Louifiana, ii. 353. 

Licenjes^ abufe of, i. 127* 



M. 



Mdi%. The corn of Canada, ii. 122. Of Maix bread, 
ii. 124. 

Maladies, the ordinary, amongft the Indians, 11. 172. 
Their extravagant notions about them, ii. 17 7 * 

Magdalen^ Cape of, i. 79- 

Magicians^ their punilhment amongft the Indians, 11. 

34. 

Malhomines^ or wild-oat men, an Indian nation, ii. 61. 

Marameg, river; its mines, ii. 219. 

Marriages, of the Indians, of the plurality of wives and 
hufbandS, ii. 48, 49 - Particular laws relating to mar- 
riage, ii. 49. In what manner marriages are con- 
tia6Ied, ii. 50. Ceremonies ufual in it, ii. 52. 

Marflml, Englifli interloper at Biloxi, ii. 352. His fate, 
ii. 359. 

Martyr s- Indians on the Iflands of Martyrs, u. 322* 
Defcription of thefe iflands, ii. 329. Great currents 
between thefe iflands and the Tortugas, ii. 334 * 

Maiam^as. Defcription of the bay of Matanzas, n. 

501. 



Mauhik, river of, ii. 308. 

MafcGUtiuSy an Indian nation, i. 287. 

Medicine, principles upon which that of the Indians turns, 



Miamis, Indians, feem to have the fame original with 
. the Illinois, i. 287. Cuftoms peculiar to theni in pre- 
paring for war, i. 334. Games ufed amongft t e , 
ii. 102, 

Michigan, lake, danger of the navigaUon on it: cD er - 
tion on the rivers which run into it from the Ea , 



JMichillimahinac. Situation of that poft, i|* 43 * 1 

tions of the Indians about Michillimakioac : pl^^ ‘ 
fifliery in that canton, ii. 45, 46. 



INDEX, 



Entrance into that river by that of the Illi- 
nois. ii. 217, Confluence of the Miflburi and Mifli- 
fippi, ii. 218. Defeription of it above the Illinois, 
ii. 224, Manner of failing on it, ii. 237, 

Changes which have happened at its mouth, ii. 
291. Of its channels, ii.593. Of its principal mouth ; 
other channels, ii. 294, tsfr. Its breadth between the 
channels, ii. 297. Difficulty of the navigation, ii. 
299, 312. Obfervation on the water of the Miffifippi, 
ii.316. 

Mijft^naries at the Natchez, ii. 277. 

MtJJouri^ the Indians of MifTouri, defeat a Spanifli party, 
ii. 64, MifTouri river, of its confluence with the 
Miffifippi, ii. 218. Nations fettled on its banks, ii. 
224. 

Mines. Secrefy of the Indians with refpe<a to their mines, 
ii. loi. Mines of the river Marameg, ii. 219. Mines 
of iron, ii. 241. 

Moneys changes made in that of Canada, i. 146. 

Montreal Difference between the country of Quebec and 
that of Montreal, i. 212. Defeription of the ifland 
and city of Montreal, i. 213, Of the environs 

of that ifland, i. 217. Of the fair of Montreal, i. 
220, 221. 

Mournings of the Indians of Canada, ii. 191. That 
of the Natchez, ii. 271. 

Men^ their origin, according to the Indians, ii. 141, tfr. 



Natchez^ an Indian nation, defeription of their country, 
ii. 252, &c. Defeription of their grand village and 
their temple, ii. 255, 8cc. Remarkable particularities 
of that nation, ii. 259, 260. Of their grand chief, 
and the woman chief, what happens at their death, ii. 
260, 1 heir manners and cuftoms, ii. 264, tsfr. 

Defeription of one of their feftivals, ii. 266. They 
offer the firft fruits in their temple : their marriages, 
ii. 266, 267. How they levy foldiers ; of provifionsj 
of their marches and encampments, ii. 267, 268. 
How they treat their prifoners; change df name in 
their warriors for a reward of their exploits; their 
jugglers, ii, 269, 270. In what their mourning con- 






'.i 



N. 




fids; their treaties; audience given to cmbaflkdors, iu 
271, 

Niagara^ Hiver ; its defeription, i. 341. Projeft for a 
fcttlement on that river ; fruitlefs oppofition of the 
Englifh, i. 343. Defeription of the country of Nia- 
gara, i. 345. Defeription of the falls of Niagara; 
obfervations on, i, 352, 

Namiy obfervation on the names of the Indian chiefs, 
ii. 23. Of the ceremony of impofing names among 
thefe people : obfervations on that fubjeft, ii. 55, 56. 

NoquetSy Indians ; bay of the Noquets, ii. 60. 

Newfoundland, Of the inhabitants of that ifland, i, 273. 



O. 



Obfervations on the heat and on the latitudes, Ii. 35 S> 
336. Obfervations on the colony of Cape Francois, 
in St. Domingo, ii. 373. 

Oijeau Mouche of Canada, in what it differs from the 
Colibry of the iflands i. 241. 

Ontario, Defeription of the fouthern coaft of lake On- 
tario, i. 326, 327. 

Onneyouth, Courage of an Onneyouth captain, burnt by 
the Hurons, i. 377, ^c. 

Orleans its defeription, ii. 273* 274. Remarks 

on its fituation ; little depth of foil below that city, ii. 
289, 290. Its condition at the departure of the au- 
thor, ii. 291. 

Onabuche river; its fituation, ii. 241. 

OumaSy an Indian nation, ii. 284. 

OutogamieSy Indians, i. 287. 

Out away Sy Indians, i. 285. 

Oaks of two kinds in Canada. 

Oy/iersof two forts on the coaft of Florida, ii. 336. 

P. 

Parrots Louifiana, ii. 20;. 

Pajfengersy efcaped from the fliipwrcck of the 

what paft between them and the Indians of the Mar- 
tyrs, ii. 322. They fufpeft the crew, ii. 3 ^ 3 * 
ral faved ^by interpofition of providence, ii. 324. An- 
xiety which the Indians occafion them, ii. 3 ^ 5 * 

Partridges^ 



INDEX. 



Partridges^ three kinds of, in Canada, i. 238. 

Penfacda. Tides on that eoaft, ii. 342. State of that 
port in 1722. Defcription of the bay of Penfacok, 
ii. 348. It is given up to the Spaniards, ii. 351, 352. 

Pimiteouy. Village of the Illinois, ii. 205. Remarkable 
llory of the chief of that village, ii. 209. His folll- 
citude for the fafetyof father Charlevoix, ii. 210, 211. 
His daughter is baptized, ii. 212. 

Pines., red and white, ii. 97. Of two forts in Canada, 
i. 246. 

Plymouth ; arrival at Plymouth j defcription of that har- 
bour, ii. 376, 377. 

Pointe coupee, ii. 249. Second Pointe coupee, ii. 282. 

Poutetuctamies, Indians, i. 286. Their reception of the 
author, ii. 12. Iflands of the Poutewatamies, ii. 60. 
Of their chief and orator, ii. 104. 

Priejls, who are priefts among the Indians, ii. i ? t, 1 7 f . 

Prifoners of war among the Indians; their firll reception, 

i. 368. Their bravadoes, i. 369. Their fufferings 

on entering a village, i. 370. Diftribution made of 
them, i. 371. In what manner their fate is determined, 
•• 37 1 » Of thofe who are adopted ; of thofe who are 

condemned to be burnt, i. 37;. In what manner they re- 
ceive their condemnation, i. 374. Caufes of the barbarity 
cxercifed again!! them, i. 375. Their reception amongit 
the Illinois, and the manner in which they are burnt, ii. 
201, How they are treated among the Natchez, 

ii. 269. 

Prwen^al. Remarkable adventure of a Provencal Ihip, 
i. 115, 116. 

praClifed among the In 4 ians, ii. 170. 

' Q: 

^sehec. Origin of the name of that city, i. 99. Its 
lituation, i 100; Oefeription of that city and its 
principal edifices, i. loi, {jfe. The bifttoprick, i. 
103. The cathedral and feniinary, i. 104. Of the 
fort and cajie Diamond, ii. 105. Of the Recollets and 
Urfulines, i. 106. Of the college of Jefuits, i. 107. 
The Hotel Dieu, i. 1 08. The hofpital general, i. 
109. The fortifications, i. ito. Of the inhabitants, 
i. 1I2. DifFereftce between the country of Quebec 
and that of Montreal, i, 212. 

Voi.. II. D d Rapides, 
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Ratifies. Defcription of the rapidcs of the river St 
Laurence, i. 292, 293, 296. . ' 

Rat, ivluik ; its defcription, i. 168. 

Race, Cape, of its fituation, i. 82. 

Recollets. Defcription of their heufe at Quebec, i. 

Richelieu. Iflands of, i. 189. Fort of Richelieu,°t 

of Beckancourt, whence it has got the pameof the 
Stinking River, i. 174, 17^. 

River oi the Meadows, j. 217. 

River oi father Marguetie, ii. 9(j, 96. 

River of the Illinois, u, 199, Its courfe, ii, 216, 

217. Its entry into the Miffiflippi, ii. 217. 

i?iW Onabache, ii. 24O, 241. 

River of the Chicachas, ii. 244 

Kiyer of the Akanfas : its Defcription, ii. 246. 

River of the Yafous, ii. 249. 

River ^ Red, ii. 281. 

River of the Maubile, ii. 308. 

Rivers. Obfervations on thofe which fall into lake Mi- 
chigan, ii. 94, 
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Sogucfiay^ river, i, 91. 

Sacrifices of the Indians, ii. 147. 

Sagameiy^ ordinary food of the Indians, ii. 123. 

St. Bernard.^ bay of, ii. 309. 

St. Mark of Apulache, Spanifh fort 3 defcription of its ,, 
environs, ii. 328, 339. 

St.fiofeph. Defcription of the bay and fort of St. 

Jofeph : civility of the Spanifli governor, ii. 345> 

346. 

St. Domingo. Courfe from the gulph of Florida to St. 
Domingo, ii. 362. 

St. Rofe. Channel and ifland of, ii. 347.’ 

St. Laurence. Gulph of, i. 85. > '9^' 

St. Laurence. River of, entrance into it, i. 86, 87. Of 
It* tides, and the variation of the compafs, i. 96. 

' Fift 
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Fifli found in it, i. 233, faV. Defcriptlon of Its Ra- 
pides, i. 292, 293, 296, 

St. Francis. ^ Iflands and village of, i. 1 90. Lake of St. 
Francis, i. 295, 296. 

St. Paul Bay of, i. 94. 

St. Pitefy Iflands of, i. 83. Lake of St. Peter, i. 177, 

178. 

Saktes* An Indian nation, ii. 63. Council held by them, 
and on what account, ii. 65, 66. 

Sajfafras- tree of Canada, ii. 100. 

Seine. I'he Indians marry that net before they ufe it. 

Simples. Secrefy of the Indians with refpe£i to the Sim- 
ples of their country, ii. loi. Ufe they make of them, 
^‘•' 73 - 

Snake. Rattle- fnake ; its defcriptlon ; remedy againft its 
bite, i. 243, 244. 

Indians, their manner of living, i. 280, ifc. 
amongft the Indians, ii. 165, 166, 

Sweating. Ufe made of it by the Indians, ii. i 75. 

Spaniards. One of their parties defeated by the Indians 
of Miflburi, ii. 64. 

Sturgeon. Manner of fifliing it, i. 236. 

Sword- fifh. Defcription of it, and its combat with 

the whale, i. 77. 

Stinkards. Indians fo called, ii. 61. Fort and miflion of 
the bay of the Stinkards, ii. 62. 

Spirits. What they are amongll the Indians, ii. 143. 
See Genii. 

T. 

Ta^OhJfue^ Harbour of, i. 92, 93. 

Taenjasy an Indian nation, ii. 286. 

Tamarouas., Illinois nation, their village, ii. 218, 2^9. 

Tempejl. Its bad confequenees, ii 311, 

Ttmple of the Natchez ; its defcription, ii. 255, ^c. Fiift 
fruits offered in that temple, ii. 266, 267. 

Thenkiki r[\er y its fource, ii. 184. Its defcription, 197, 
198. 
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Thju'o*jfe^ Ifland of» ii. 293, 294. 

l^hunder. Opinion of the Indians about It, ii. 231. 

Tombs. Why the Indians carry vidluals to their tombs, 
ii. f 53- Of the Indian tombs, ii. 187, 188. 

T'cmcus. Indian nation; defcription of their village; of 
their chief; ftate of that nation, ii. 280. 

Tcn:hata, Ifland, its fituation, i. 296. 

T'ortotfes. In what thofe of Canada and Acadia are re* 
markable, i. 234. 

Tortugus. Iflands of, great currents between them and 
the Martyrs, ii. 334. 

Trade in brandy ; diforders it occafions among the Iro- 
quois of the fall of St. Lewis, and of La Montagne, 
i. 219. 

Trots RhiereSy 7 'own of, its fituation, i. 176. De- 
fcription of it, i. 178. Origin of its fettlement, i. 
179. 

TuriUs, A kind of branchers ; their paflage into Canada, 
i. 262. 

Tides in the river St. Laurence, i. 96. Sort of tide id 
the lakes of Canada, i. 314. Tides on the coaft of 
Benlacc.la, ii. 342. 

Tre.s peculiar to Canada, i. 249. Why the trees in 
Canada have no leaves in the month of May, i. 315- 
Fruit trees in Louifiana, ii. 223. Why the leaves 
fall fo (bon and come out fo late in Louifiana, ii. 
238. 



V. 

Verchires^ (madame and mademoifelle de) brave afllon 
of thefetwo Canadian ladies, i. 195. 
l ejials. If there are any fuch among the Indians, ii. 

Villages. Form of the Indian ones ; manner in which 
they arc fo< tilled, ii. 127, ilfc. 

Vows of the Indians, ii. 149. 

Voya :es. Inconveniencies of voyages in Canada, i. 3 ^ 5 > 
326. Pleafuresof fuch voyages, ii. 3. 

Ufjulines of Quebec, i. icb. 



I N D E X, 



W, 



JVampuniy or Porcelain of Canada, i, 318. Of the 
branches and collars of Wampum, their ufe, i. 319, 
320. ^ 

War. Manner of fmging the war fong among the In- 
dians, i. 315. Of the God of war, i. 316. Of the 
declaration of war, i. 317. Motives which engage 
the Indians to make war, i. 327, 3;z8. In what 
manner they refolve upon it; preparations of the 
chief, i. 328, 329. Deliberations of the council; 
meafures taken for having prifoners, i. 330. Songs, 
dances and feafts of the warriors, i. 331, 332. 
Trials made of the warriors; precautions for the 
wounded, i. 333. Farewell of the warriors, i. 336, 

337, Their arms ofFenfive and defenfive, i. 337» 

338. Their care to take their Gods along with them, 
i. 338. Of the march of the warriors, i. 357, 358. 
Of their encampment ; of the meeting of different 
warlike parties, i. 358. Of their entering an ene- 
my’s country ; of the approaches and attack, i. 359, 
360. Their manner of fighting ; their inftindl in 
finding out the tracks of the enemy, i. 361. The 
monuments they leave of viftory ; precautions for 
fecuring the retreat and guarding the prifoners, i. 
362. How they proclaim the victory in the villages, 
i. 363. Triumph of the warriors, i. 368. 

Widowhood. Of widowhood and fecond marriages among 
the Indians, ii. I9i« 

Woman, Tradition of the fin of the firft woman among 
tke Indians, ii. 228, 229. Woman chief of the 
Natchez, ii, 260, Women, their power in fomc 
Indian nations, ii. 25, 26. Advantages of the mo- 
thers over the fathers, ii. 53, Of their lying-in, and 
its confequcnces, ii. 54. Of the care they take of 
their children, ii. 55. 

M hale. His combat with the fword-fifh, i. 77. Of the 
whale-fifhcry in the river St. Laurence, i. 229. 

Wolfy Sea. Of its fifhery, i. 222. Defeription of that 
animal ; its different kinds, i. 223. Ufe of its flefh 

and 




INDEX, 

and Ikin, i. 224. Remarkable things of that animal 
i. 225, 226. * 

meat. Why it has not fucceeded in Louifiana, ii. 

239^ 

Y. 



Tafitts. Indian nation : river of the Yafous, ii. 250. 

Of the fort of the Yafous, i. 250. Alligators in the 
- nver, I. 251. 
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